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The Rabbiôs Pen: A Vision of Unity 

The familiar notes of ñShalom Aleichemò greeted us before we entered the room. Immediately we were 
swept up in the joy of Kabbalat Shabbat, a service of greeting the Shabbat shared by one hundred senior 

citizens who participate in the Bea Kramer Senior Center in the town of Kiryat Ata (our Rockland 

Federationôs twin city in Israel). We joined our Israeli ñbubbes and zaydesò in a circle of dancing, clapping, 

and singing. In Hebrew or in English or in the universal language of smiles and kisses, we let them know how 

honored we were to share in their celebration. One womanôs sparkling blue eyes stopped me in my tracks. 

ñYouôre so beautiful!ò I told her in Hebrew. In Russian, she told me that she does not speak Hebrew. When I 

said one of the three sentences I remember from college Russian class, she kissed my hands twenty times. 

Her neighbor remarked, ñSheôs from Ukraine and Lydia is from Morocco. I am from here in the Galil all my 

life. We are a kibbutz galuyotð(an absorption kibbutz)!ò   

     Visiting the Bea Kramer Center on the last day of our Rockland Federation Discovery Mission in February was the first of three 

stops that lifted our hearts and made us feel proud to be representing Rockland Countyôs Federation. Our Federation dollars 

support the seniors whose lives have a rhythm thanks to the daily care and activity at their beloved center.   

     Our next stop was the newly opened northern warehouse of Table to Table (a food rescue program that redistributes leftover food 

from restaurants, celebrations and farms to those in need). Here, we were scheduled to participate in a ribbon cutting. I wondered 

how meaningful such a ceremony would be until we pulled up to find the entire work force, the townôs mayor and various program 

directors waiting for us next to a new box truck emblazoned on the side with ñThanks to the generosity of Rockland County, New 

York.ò As we listened to speeches, had tours to learn about the operation and helped to sort red peppers ñrescuedò from farmers 

who would have thrown away the produce, we came to see how our support affects thousands of hungry people in Israel. 

     Our final stop of the day was at Beit Issie Shapiro, a therapeutic special needs school in Ranana. We were amazed not only by the 

state of the art services available to children with developmental and physical disabilities, but by the research and training provided 

to improve the education of children in Israel and worldwide. Once again, we were overwhelmed by a concrete understanding of how 

important is our support. 

     These experiences were the ultimate high in a twelve-day tour of discovery in Israel with twenty-two mission participants. We 

were from seven different Reform and Conservative congregations and we were of all ages from young parents to empty nesters. We 

were Jewish professionals and volunteers, including our own Steven Kolinsky, President of our Federation. We were also newcomers 

to the world of the organized Jewish community of Rockland. Nine of us were experiencing Israel for the first time and some of us 

have been to Israel many times, too numerous to count. All of us came together to create a new community as so often happens when 

good people travel and experience highs and lows together. 

     As I continue to think about the Mission to Israel, however, I realize that for me, this created community was more than a feel-

good experience of new friendship and enhanced bonds with old friends. The mission was a microcosm of all that is possible when the 

Jewish community is unified. Our potential is limitless when we bring our various opinions, experiences and commitments. We see it 

in our new JCCRockland. We feel it in Melton classes and during the highly successful Night of Learning presented every year by the 

CJER. The promise of Federation is that we can be unified for identification, a sense of belonging and the enhanced ability to do 

good. For these reasons, I have signed on to be an active participant in Federation in the coming year. I want to offer my optimism 

and energy to an organization that anchors communities all over the Jewish world.   

     More than 10% of our congregants live in Bergen County, New Jersey, with its own rich history of Federation participation. To 

those families I offer the same visionðparticipating in Federation unifies a greatly varied Jewish community, reminding us of what 

we all have in common. Kol Yisrael arevim zeh bazeh. All of the people of Israel are responsible one for the other. Generous 

participation in the annual campaigns, celebrations and educational experiences of our Federations is an important pathway to living 

such lives of responsibility. 

Kol tuv,   

Rabbi Paula Mack Drill 

Orangetown Jewish 

Center 

The Dr. Richard and           

Jana Adelson Campus 

Shaliach  
April 2008 

Adar II  Nissan 5768 
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 How to Reach Us 

 
Synagogue Officeééééééééééééééééé. Phone # 845-359-5920ééééééééé.. Fax # 845-398-1646 
  Office@theojc.org 
Administratorééééééééééééééééééé. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Bookkeeperéééééééééééééééééééé Helen Barnettééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 107 
Office Assistant/Donationsééééééééééééé Jacquie Kroenungééééééééééé.845-359-5920 ext. 108 
 
Rabbiééééééééééééééééééééééé Craig Schefféééééééééééééé 845-359-5920 ext. 3 
Associate Rabbiéééééééééééééééééé Paula Mack Drilléééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 103 
Cantoréééééééééééééééééééééé.. Vadim Yuchtéééééééééééééé845-359-5920 ext. 105 
School/Educational Directoréééééééééééé.. Sandra Borowskyééééééééééé..845-398-3982 ext. 110 
 
Presidentééééééééééééééééééééé. Barry Friedmanéééééééééééé.. 845-641-6367 (cell) 
  845-398-8159 (home) 
1

st
 Vice Presidentééééééééééééééééé.. Kim Lori Sokolééééééééééééé845-398-2910 

Vice Presidentééééééééééééééééééé Andy Blauééééééééééééééé 845-365-0543 
Vice Presidentééééééééééééééééééé Jeffry Horowitz   éééééééééééé845-353-8996 
Treasurerééééééééééééééééééééé. Glenn Hirshéééééééééééééé. 845-365-3096 
Financial Secretaryéééééééééééééééé...Martin Marksééééééééééééé.. 845-638-6909 

Recording Secretaryéééééééééééééééé Hara Hartman........................................845-634-6093 

Corresponding SecretaryééééééééééééééMichael Parkeséééééééééééé..845-627-6104 
 
Book of Life Donationsééééééééééééééé Renee Priceééééééééééééé.....845-634-7244 
Book of Remembranceééééééééééééééé Helen Atlaséééééééééééééé..845-359-4030 
Bulletin Editorééééééééééééééééééé Judy Cohenéééééééééééééé.845-359-5923 
Calendarééééééééééééééééééééé.. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Calendarééééééééééééééééééééé.. Cedine Issmanéééééééééééé..  845-359-5207 
Catering/Kiddushiméééééééééééééééé. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Catering/Kiddushiméééééééééééééééé. Henry Rosenéééééééééééééé845-624-5934 
Cemetery Co-Chairéééééééééééééééé.. Abe Barbashéééééééééé.ééé. 845-735-7226 
Cemetery Co-Chairéééééééééééééééé... Arthur Sandersééééééééééé.é..845-638-0473 
Facility Chairééééééééééééééééééé.. Peter Tarleyéééééééééééééé.845-357-0645 
Associate Facility Chairéééééééééééééé.. Dave Kalanéééééééééééééé.. 845-359-6314 
Food Pantry Co-Chairééééééééééééééé.. Cedine Issmanééééééééééééé845-359-5207 
Food Pantry Co-Chairééééééééééééééé.. Susan Kleinéééééééééééééé 845-354-3653 
Insuranceééééééééééééééééééééé.Abe Barbashééééééééééééé.. 845-735-7226 
Israeli Affairsééééééééééééééééééé.. Jeffry Horowitzéééééééééééé.. 845-353-8996 
Israeli Affairsééééééééééééééééééé.. Allen Levinsonéééééééééééé.. 201-934-9254 
Legal Co-ChairéééééééééééééééééééArthur Sanderséééééééééééé. 845-638-0473 
Legal Co ChairéééééééééééééééééééIrwin Portnoyééééééééééééé..845-562-1028 
Membership Recruitment Co-Chairééééééééé. Esther Berkowitzéééééééééééé845-365-0060 
Membership Recruitment Co-Chairééééééééé. Evelyn Winikofféééééééééééé. 845-358-2564 
Men's Club Presidentééééééééééééééé.. Bart Bookmanééééééééééééé 845-942-2736 
OJC Directoryééééééééééééééééééé.Janet Milleréééééééééééééé. 845-359-7647 
OJC Directoryééééééééééééééééééé.Andrea Sherman..ééééééééééé..845-634-2256 
Publicity/Advertisingéééééééééééééééé Walter Goldmanéééééééééééé. 845-362-0121 
Ritual Chairéééééééééééééééééééé. Ken Lefféééééééééééééééé845-353-8668 
Ritual Committee/ Bar/Bat Aliyah Listsééééééé.. Lloyd Fishmanééééééééééééé201-476-9668 
School Board Co-PresidentéééééééééééééHara Hartmanééééééééééééé..845-634-6093 
School Board Co-President/éé.éééééééééé..Sharon Aachéééééééééééé.é..201-476-1050 
Sisterhood Co-Presidentéééééééééééééé.Cindy Levineééééééééééééé.. 845-398-3645 
Sisterhood Co-Presidentéééééééééééééé.Cedine Issmanéééééééééééé.. 845-359-5207 
Sisterhood Gift ShopééééééééééééééééFrieda Seidnerééééééééééééé 845-359-6366 
Social Action/Good & WelfareééééééééééééMadeline Roimisheréééééééééé. 845-359-4846 
Special DuesééééééééééééééééééééFaye Dinowitzééééééééééééé 845-353-1934 
Web Site ï www.TheOJC.org:éééééééééééé.Marc Levineéééééééééééééé845-398-3645 
Youth Directorééééééééééééééééééé .Sharon Rappaportééééééééééé845-623-2990 
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The Orangetown Jewish Center Shaliach is published monthly except for July and August.    
This institution is a grant recipient of the Center for Jewish Education of the Jewish Federation of Rockland County. 

The Orangetown Jewish Center, The  Dr. Richard and Jana Adelson Campus, is a full-service egalitarian congregation 
 affiliated with the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism. 
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                           From the Vice Presidentôs Pen: 
The OJC Religious School 

 

A lthough there is still snow on the ground and we are just more than half way 

through the year, the Religious School is already preparing for next September. 

At this time, as registration packets are being created, the school budget is being 

analyzed, and curriculum is being examined, the Religious School is already 

setting into motion our visions for the next school year. 
 

The growth in the OJC Religious School over the past decade has been nothing less than remarkable. It 

has increased from just over 40 to almost 160 students today. Our principal, Sandy Borowsky, has an 

unwavering love of Judaism and of Jewish education for our children. Her enthusiasm and dedication 

continue to be a positive influence for our Religious School as well as enhancing our reputation in the 

larger Jewish community. Our staff is terrific. Each of our teachers brings a unique style to the 

classroom and the children all benefit from their exceptional educational approaches. Of course we are 

truly blessed to have Rabbi Scheff and Rabbi Drill as teachers for our sixth and seventh graders. Our 

entire school has the incredible opportunity to learn with these two amazing teachers and spiritual 

leaders. The Religious School Board is the other factor to be recognized for its efforts in achieving so 

many goals for our school. Over the past ten years the board has had many volunteers and leaders. 

However, the mission was always the same: to make our school a joyous place for our children, and in 

that mission they have truly succeeded. 
 

The success of our Religious School continues to bring an increase in our number of students. Almost 

every grade level now has two classes because the enrollment is so high. This, of course, is positive, but 

with growth, changes are necessary. We are currently filled to capacity in our school and the board is 

looking at ways to accommodate the wonderfully large number of students. 
 

The Religious School is always looking for volunteers to help with the variety of activities and programs 

throughout the year. Please let Sandy know if you would like to volunteer in any capacity.  
 

Not only is our Religious School growing but our youngest students are filling up our Nursery School as 

well. We continue to build our programs for babies and moms. Now in our third year, the Nursery 

Schoolôs two-, three- and four-year-old classes continue to provide a nurturing, educational, fun and 

Jewish learning environment. 
 

If you happen to be at the OJC on a Tuesday or Thursday afternoon we invite you to hang around and 

feel the excitement in our hallways. I am confident that our students will continue to love their Jewish 

learning, and as a community we can only benefit from their joy and their sense of Jewish identity.  
 

Kim Lori Sokol 
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          From Ritual . . .Pass the Matzah Balls, Please! 
 

Here it is past time for submission of the April ritual column. The pressure to come up with 

something original every month is almost too much for a person to bear. Even our rabbis have 

managed to work out a system where each only has to come up with a column every other 

month.  Yet, I must perform once more or face the wrath of Editor Cohen. 

 

I think I will take the opportunity of Passover coming late in the month to put in a plug for our OJC community 

seder. There are many in our congregation who have never experienced this special event. Some may fear the seder 

will be too formal and long. Some may dread being presented with food they think wonôt match Mamaôs home 

cooking. Some may feel itôs unnecessary to attend two seders each year. Others have their own creative excuse for 

not joining their OJC family for seder. All I can say is ñGive it up.ò Once youôve tried an OJC community seder 

you wonôt be able to stay away. 

 

First of all, let me address what to me is the most important aspectðthe food. By trial and error over the years we 

have come up with a caterer and menu that are out of this world. Our seder meal is plentiful and crowd-pleasing. I 

know, the choice of brisket or chicken doesnôt sound exciting, but once youôve tried our chicken or brisket, your 

mouth will be watering at the choice. From the youngest to the oldest, just about everyone winds up going back for 

seconds of one dish or another. No offense, Nohra, but the food at the OJC seder is every bit as good as what you 

prepare at home (your Spanish dishes excluded). You want to eat good, home-style, Jewish foodðcome to the OJC 

seder. 

 

Next, letôs discuss the seder service itself. Our OJC Haggadah was compiled by Rabbi Scheff expressly for the 

purpose of providing a great seder experience. It covers all the ritual elements of the seder, allows for maximum 

participation of all, and takes into account our predilection for singing. With Cantor Yucht at the head of the table, 

the singing is contagious. This year, we will be getting Rabbi Drillôs insights. I am confident that Rabbi Drill, as she 

always does, will bring interesting new knowledge and interpretations to the seder that Rabbi Scheff has built for 

us over the years. So even for those who have come year after year, this yearôs seder should be a new experience. 

 

Is the OJC seder conducive to our childrenôs special needs? I donôt think that question even needs to be asked. We 

are all about the continuity of our religion through our children. Of course, the kids will have a ball.   

 

ñWell what about the adults? I canôt imagine sitting through a seder without hearing Uncle Abeôs jokes.ò To you I 

say, bring Uncle Abe with you, or at least bring some of his timeworn jokes. The OJC seder is not a solemn 

occasion; it is an occasion for fun. 

 

So, if you want to see how a real kosher seder is run, if you want to experience another great time with your OJC 

friends, if you want to avoid the hassle of cleaning the house, setting the table, cooking the food, preparing your 

own seder, and then cleaning the house again, plan on being at the OJC on Sunday, April 20. Enjoy seder at the 

OJC. For reservations or information contact Audrey Gueldenzopf (845) 708-0611 or Nohra Leff  (845) 353-8668. 

 

Have a great Pesach! 

 
 

Ken Leff  
Ritual Chair  
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 Fr  
 

The Torah teaches (Devarim 32:7): 

ñRemember the days of old; understand the years of generation after generation. Ask your father and 

he will relate to you, your elders and they will tell you.ò    

Usually when one mentions the word ñhistoryò in school, most students break out in a cold sweat because they associate 

it with the memorization of names, dates, places and events necessary only for tests. Then the facts are usually forgotten. 

But the history and survival of the Jewish people through recorded time is nothing short of miraculous. Jewish history is 

like a 5,768-piece puzzle. At the beginning, you place the pieces on the table and they make no sense. But as we 

assemble piece after piece, a picture emerges that records the actions of God in history, and the strength, perseverance, 

integrity, and commitment of the Jewish people. History reflects the worldwide accomplishments of the Jews, memoirs 

of our culture, and how we have lived throughout time. It helps us learn from the past and apply those lessons to the 

future. On April 3rd, our Religious School will have its second History Day. I invite you to visit the ñmuseumò of our 

studentsô historical creations in the Simcha Room from 4:30-6:00pm. The exhibits this year will include Ancient Israel, 

Bible and Prophets, Modern Israel, the Holocaust, and American Jewish History.  

 ñRemembering the days of oldò occurs throughout the year as we celebrate Jewish holidays. According to 

statistics, after Chanukah, Passover is the most celebrated holiday in the Diaspora. A parent recently asked me why we 

go through all the motions of a Seder to commemorate the Exodus. Why donôt we close our eyes, reflect, meditate on the 

value of our freedom and just be grateful? The Seder teaches us that the best way of learning is by doing. Judaism blends 

the spiritual with the physical, encouraging us to express lofty ideas in ñhands-on,ò heartfelt, memorable rituals. The 

Seder is rich in symbols that fill our senses. The horseradish chokes us with bitterness, the charoset looks like the mortar, 

and the matzah gets absorbed into our system. Rather than just flowery phrases of freedom, we drink four cups of wine to 

reenact the past, tell the story of our exodus, and sing songs reminding us of the generations that came before us. Our 

good intentions become real and concrete on Pesach night as we partake in our Seders with our minds, bodies, and souls.      

 Chametz and matzah, the two Passover opposites, are made from the same two ingredients, flour and water. The 

only difference is the time factor; bread is left to rise while matzah dough is made in a rush in 18 minutes. Our students 

in grades K/1 and their parents will visit a bakery and experience making matzah with the quick hand movements, flying 

rolling pins and perforators, and speedy shoveling of the dough in and out of the oven. Our youngest students and their 

parents will see that nothing stands still from the moment the flour touches the water until the matzah comes out of the 

oven. The quickness of the making of matzah teaches us that time is fleeting. We hope that just as quickly as the making 

of matzah, we will be as fast and energetic with all our Jewish commitments. Parents are our Partners- the time is NOW!  

 Our students in grades 3-7 will be participating in a ñhands-onò Passover program including races to put the 

ñpartsò of the Seder in order, writing their own silly Seder tongue twisters, singing the Four Questions and writing their 

own questions, enjoying traditional Seder foods and playing Plague Bingo. Seders should be fun, educational, 

meaningful and memorable traditions for participants of all ages. Usually in my article for this month, I include some 

ideas for your familyôs Seder, but this year I would like to invite you all to our Schlepp and Schmooze on Tuesday, April 

8th at 4:30pm when YOU can gather to share YOUR best Seder secrets and successes with each other. 
  

Our Religious School is excitedly participating in the OJC 60 days to Israelôs 60
th
. Please show your support and 

write LETTERS TO ISRAELI SOLDIERS. Our goal is 600 letters in 60 days. Bring in a 2ò X 3ò photo for our KIDS AT  

THE KOTEL and win prizes by entering ISRAELðTHE LAND I LOVE CONTEST! Visit our website, read the 

schoolôs monthly ñAnnouncements,ò or see the bulletin board outside the School office for details. 

May you and your loved ones have a happy, healthy, memorable Pesach.          Kol Tuv, 

Sandy Borowsky 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RULES FOR SUBMISSION OF ARTICLES/FLYERS TO THE SHALIACH  

 

¶ All articles must be Word documents.  

¶ Half -page flyers only. Full-page flyers will be accepted ONLY if there is a tear-off return.  

Flyers must be ñeditable.ò This means that I must be able to make corrections if necessary. Please go 

easy on the graphics because itôs more difficult to adjust sizes when the flyer is too busy. 

¶ All submissions are due on the first of the month. If the first is a Shabbat, the due date becomes the 

next day. ñThe dog ate my articleò is an unacceptable excuse. 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION.  
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OJCõS ONGOING LEARNING AT A GLANCE 
 

April 2008 
 

The Wednesday òLearning Exchangeó in celebration of ò60 to 60ó 
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. 

 

April 2: òJewpardy!ó 
An interactive night of learning about Israel 

 

April 9: òTruth and Consequences of the Lebanon Waró  
with Amit Shuker, lieutenant of the Israeli Special Forces 

 

April 16: òThe Art and Music of Israeló  

with the Israeli Embassyõs cultural attach® 
 

April 23 (special time: 1 p.m.): òPicturing Israeló  
A photographic exhibition at Yeshiva University Museum 

 

April 30 (special Yom Hashoah commemoration): Buried by the New York Times 

with author Laurel Leff 
 

Text and Context 
Thursdays: 9:45-10:45 a.m., April 3, 10, 17 and 24 

Parashat hashavua (the weekly Torah portion) with Rabbi Scheff 
 

Holy Day Meanings with Rabbi Drill 
Mondays at 7:30 p.m. 

April 7: Pesach 
April 28: Yom Hashoah and Yom Haõatzmaut 

 

Torah nõ Treats 
Wednesdays, April 9 and 30 at noon 

Studies in the Book of Prophets with Rabbi Scheff 
 

Friday Night Lecture Series 
Friday, April 11 at 7 p.m. 

Dr. Marty Cohenõs topic this month: òThe Authenticity of the Torahó 

 
Toward a Purposeful Jewish Life 
Monday, April 14, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Jewish ethics with Rabbi Drill: òDin võRachamim ð Justice and Mercyó 
 

Talmud Study Group 
Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. 

An informal, congregant-led study group on texts relating to Jewish ethics 
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As in years past, the Mishloach Manot packing was a success. A huge thank you to Mimi Rosenstock, 

Carol Baker, Adele Garber, Carolyn Wodar, Faye Dinowitz, and all those who came to help pack and get 

everything ready for pick-up and delivery. 
 

Chai style is the style! T-shirts and tank tops are now available and selling off the shelf. Get yours now 

before the Fashion Show on May 4 by contacting Ina Filip at (201) 722-8679 or inaf@optonline.net. 
 

Next month we look forward to exciting details about the Torah Fund Brunch in honor of our own Beth 

Fishman on March 30, as well as a report from our annual Sisterhood Seder on March 30 as well. 
  

Looking for that special item for Passover? Bar/Bat Mitzvah needs giving you a headache? Tallit 

anyone? Remember to visit our gift shop and check out our new arrivals. Competitive pricing, no 

delivery charges, and excellent service! Call Frieda Seidner (845) 359-6366 or Gladys Weiss (845) 359-

2319 for all of your gift needs! 
 

And donôt forget thereôs so much more! Join us on May 4
th

 for the Sisterhood Fashion Show. Itôs all 

about Chai Style. May 20
th

 is our Book Chat: The Coffee Trader. Email Rhoda Pochter at 

roleero@aol.com and let her know youôll be there. 
 

We are planning to fill positions for our 2008-2009 Sisterhood Board. If you are interested in joining the 

board, contact Cindy or Cedine.  

 

For more details on this and all of our events please remember to check your mailings, the weekly 

newsletter ï ñThis Week @ the OJCò and the OJC websiteðhttp://www.theojc.org. Please support our 

programs, gift shop, and fundraisers. We are there for you and the entire OJC community.  
 

Make the OJC Sisterhood your Sisterhood! 

 

To all of our wonderful sisters and their families: we wish you a zeissen Pesach from the Issman & Levine 

families. 
 

Cindy &  Cedine 

 

 

Where youôll always find a friendly face! 
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 Menôs Club Changes 

 

The OJC Menôs Club is undergoing some significant changes. First, we have expanded 
our Executive Board. With new members we are able to divide up some of the 

responsibility. The Executive Board members and their roles are: 

 
Jay Rifkin ï V.P. Programming 

Bruce Machlis ï V.P. Outreach 

Mike Pucci ï V.P. Ritual 

Marty Cohen ï V.P. School Board Relations 

Mitch Liner ï Treasurer 

Jack Teadore ï Secretary 
 

Ari Shapiro, Jay Zwerling, Irwin Librot and Jack Miller are membe rs-at-large of the Executive 

Committee. 

 

This year, the Menôs Club sponsored the March 5th session of Helping Hands. Bruce Machlis took the 

lead and was assisted by many men as well as the volunteers who signed up for Helping Hands. Special 

thanks to Elinor Singerman and Geoff Cantor for their unstinting work in leading the program and 

coordinating with us.  

 

We have also decided to become part of the Federation of Jewish Menôs Clubs. This is a national 

organization with affiliates all over the country. We are part of the Hudson Valley Regionðall five 

Conservative synagogues in Rockland are part of this group. There are many interesting programs to 

bring to our synagogue including a Menôs Health Initiative, a Yom Hashoah Candle program (in addition 

to the one at our synagogue), the Hearing Menôs Voices program (where men can explore their roles and 

identity), and many more. In addition, the region raises money for charities. 

 

This year as part of the Hudson Valley Region, we are participating in the Man of the Year program, 

which recognizes a Menôs Club member from each synagogue who has helped his synagogue. The dinner 

will be held May 29, 2008, at the New City Jewish Center. There will be both a journal and a raffle to 

raise money to support local programming and some charities.   

 

This year, part of the funds raised will support Congregation Beth Israel in Biloxi, Mississippi. It is the 

only Conservative synagogue between New Orleans and Mobile, Alabama. It was destroyed during 

Hurricane Katrina and they are seeking to rebuild on a new site about 3 miles inland. They are a small 

congregation and have asked for help. Several members of our synagogue have attended services there 

and have told how they were welcomed by the community.   

 

On a more social note, we are planning a visit to the Yankee Stadium Museum on a Sunday this summer.  

This is the last year the stadium will be open. The visit includes the dugout, press box, clubhouse, 

museum and Monument Park. Whether you are a Yankee fan or not, this will be a chance to see some 

terrific sports history. If you are interested, contact me at Bart.Bookman@theojc.org. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

Bart Bookman 
Menôs Club President 
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For more information, please visit the 60-60 page on our website at 

http://www.theojc.org/celebrateisrael.htm  or contact us at ojcisrael60@theojc.org. 
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Tanakh Thoughts                     by Marty Cohen 
 

 

 

 

 

 

When I was in engineering school we had a joke about laboratory work. ñIf the data doesnôt conform to the 

theory, it must be disposed of.ò My argument with biblical fundamentalism, regardless of denomination, is that 

it follows the dictum of this old joke. 
 

On the other hand, there is the school of biblical minimalism, which goes way too far to discredit the text. 

Absence of evidence is taken to mean that something never happened. Every opportunity, some based on flimsy 

or questionable hypotheses, is seized upon to challenge biblical accuracy. If there seems to be conflicting 

evidence, the conclusion always drawn is that the Bible is in error. I reject this school of thought as well. 
 

A case in point can be found in Exodus 30:13. In discussing the half-shekel that each Israelite was to bring to 

support the building of the portable sanctuary, the text mentions that there were 20 gerahs to the shekel. The 

Hebrew root of shekel is (˪˵ )˷ and of gerah is (s˶ )ɣ and throughout the Middle East similar terms were used to 

describe the system of weights. (Gerah seems to be derived from the word for ña grain,ò probably originally 

based upon the weight of a mature grain of wheat or barley.)   
 

Aside note 1: Notice that the shekel was originally a unit of weight, not a coin. One would speak of a shekel of 

gold or a shekel of silver and this would be weighed out. When Abraham purchased the Cave of Machpelah to 

bury Sarah, he weighed out 400 shekels of silver in payment. 
 

Archaeologists have shown that the uniform practice throughout the region was 24 gerahs to the shekel, not 20. 

The minimalist Bible critics seized upon this passage and pointed out that here was a clear error and that a 

scribe had written 20 gerahs to the shekel when it should have been 24. 
 

Aside note 2:  Why 24? Without going into too much detail, we use a counting system with base 10 (because we 

have 10 fingers, and fingers were the earliest method of counting). Base 12 would be much better because other 

than 1 and 12 itself, 12 can be divided by 2, 3, 4 and 6, still giving integer results, whereas with the exceptions 

of 1 and 10, 10 can be divided only by 2 and 5. Base 12 can thus be used much more easily for fractions. In the 

ancient world there were actually several systems that used base 12 and the effects survive to this day. That is 

why there are 12 inches to the foot, 12 x 5 = 60 seconds in a minute and 60 minutes in an hour, and 30 x12 = 

360 degrees in a circle.   
 

The challenge to the biblical statement of 20 gerahs to the shekel was made over a hundred years ago. Since 

then, throughout the land of Israel, archaeologists have dug up hundreds of objects that were obviously used as 

standard weights. Many of them are labeled shekel or gerah. Though there are variations from one to the other 

(even today not all scales read exactly the same) the average weight of a shekel has been determined to be 11.4 

grams and the average weight of a gerah has been found to be 0.57 grams. If we divide the average shekel 

weight by the average gerah weight we will get the number of gerahs to the shekel. Guess what? 11.4/0.57 = 20!  

Aha! 

 

 


