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The Rablt Pen: A Vision of Unity

The familiar notes of fiShal om Al eichemo greeted u:¢
swept up in the joy of Kakbalat Shabbat, a service of greeting the Shabbat shared by one hundred senior
citizens who participate in the Bea Kramer Senior Center in the town of Kiryat Ata (our Rockland
Federationds twin city in |Israel) . davdeofdarcingeatbppoag r |
and singing. In Hebrew or in English or in the universal language of smiles and kisses, we let them know how
honored we were to share in their celebration. One
AfYoubrausiof bke! 0 | told her in Hebrew. I n Russian, s
said one of the three sentences | remember from college Russian class, she kissed my hands twenty times.
Her neighbor remar ked, A S hfrenddorotco.dam frohk hera in the Gall allany L y d i
life. We are a kibbutzgaluyotd ( an absorption kibbutz)!o

Visiting the Bea Kramer Center on the last day of our Rockland Federation Discovery Mission in February was the first of thee
stops that lifted o ur hearts and made us feel proud to be representir
support the seniors whose lives have a rhythm thanks to the daily care and activity at their beloved center.

Our next stop was the newly opead northern warehouse of Table to Table (a food rescue program that redistributes leftover food
from restaurants, celebrations and farms to those in need). Here, we were scheduled to participate in a ribbon cutting. | wered
how meaningful such a ceremop woul d be wuntil we pulled up to find the entir
directors waiting for us next to a new box truck emblazoned
York. o As we ldas,temadl towurspetteahl earn about the operation and
who would have thrown away the produce, we came to see how our support affects thousands of hungry people in Israel.

Our final stop of the day was at Beitlssie Shapiro, a therapeutic special needs school in Ranana. We were amazed not only by the
state of the art services available to children with developmental and physical disabilities, but by the research and traigiprovided
to improve the education ofchildren in Israel and worldwide. Once again, we were overwhelmed by a concrete understanding of how
important is our support.

These experiences were the ultimate high in a twehgay tour of discovery in Israel with twenty-two mission participants. We
were from seven different Reform and Conservative congregations and we were of all ages from young parents to empty nestes.
were Jewish professionals and volunteers, including our own Steven Kolinsky, President of our Federation. We were also nevezem
to the world of the organized Jewish community of Rockland. Nine of us were experiencing Israel for the first time and sonfeus
have been to Israel many times, too numerous to count. All of us came together to create a new community as so often napphen
good people travel and experience highs and lows together.

As | continue to think about the Mission to Israel, however, | realize that for me, this created community was more than aefe
good experience of new friendship and enhanced bonds Wwibld friends. The mission was a microcosm of all that is possible when the
Jewish community is unified. Our potential is limitless when we bring our various opinions, experiences and commitments. Vée st
in our new JCCRockland. We feel it in Melton clases and during the highly successful Night of Learning presented every year by the
CJER. The promise of Federation is that we can be unified for identification, a sense of belonging and the enhanced abilitydo
good. For these reasons, | have signed oo be an active participant in Federation in the coming year. | want to offer my optimism
and energy to an organization that anchors communities all over the Jewish world.

More than 10% of our congregants live in Bergen County, New Jersey, with itsam rich history of Federation participation. To
those families | offer the same visiod participating in Federation unifies a greatly varied Jewish community, reminding us of what
we all have in common.Kol Yisrael arevim zeh bazeh All of the people of Isiael are responsible one for the other. Generous
participation in the annual campaigns, celebrations and educational experiences of our Federations is an important pathwayiving
such lives of responsibility.

Kol tuv,
Rabbi Paula Mack Dirill
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From the Vice Presidemt Pen:
The OJC Religious Schoo

Although there is still snow on the ground and we are just more than half way
through the year, the Religious School is already preparing for next September.
At this time, as registration packets are being created, the school budget is being
analyzed, and curriculum is being examined, the Religious School is already
setting into motion our visions for the next school year.

The growth in the OJC Religious School over the past decade has been nothing less than remarkable. It
has increased from just over 8 to almost 160 students today. Our principal, Sandy Borowsky, has an
unwavering love of Judaism and of Jewish education for our children. Her enthusiasm and dedication
continue to be a positive influence for our Religious School as well as enhancing oeputation in the
larger Jewish community. Our staff is terrific. Each of our teachers brings a unique style to the
classroom and the children all benefit from their exceptional educational approaches. Of course we are
truly blessed to have Rabbi Scheff andRabbi Drill as teachers for our sixth and seventh graders. Our
entire school has the incredible opportunity to learn with these two amazing teachers and spiritual
leaders. The Religious School Board is the other factor to be recognized for its efforts achieving so
many goals for our school. Over the past ten years the board has had many volunteers and leaders.
However, the mission was always the same: to make our school a joyous place for our children, and in
that mission they have truly succeeded.

The success of our Religious School continues to bring an increase in our number of students. Almost
every grade level now has two classes because the enrollment is so high. This, of course, is positive, but
with growth, changes are necessary. We are currentlfilled to capacity in our school and the board is
looking at ways to accommodate the wonderfully large number of students.

The Religious School is always looking for volunteers to help with the variety of activities and programs
throughout the year. Plase let Sandy know if you would like to volunteer in any capacity.

Not only is our Religious School growing but our youngest students are filling up our Nursery School as
well. We continue to build our programs for babies and moms. Now in our third yearthe Nursery

S c h o o | -ptree-tamdofour-year-old classes continue to provide a nurturing, educational, fun and
Jewish learning environment.

If you happen to be at the OJC on a Tuesday or Thursday afternoon we invite you to hang around and
feel the exdement in our hallways. | am confident that our students will continue to love their Jewish
learning, and as a community we can only benefit from their joy and their sense of Jewish identity.

Kim Lori Sokol




From Ritual . . .Pass the Matza&nlls, Please!

Here it is past time for submission of the April ritual column. The pressure to come up with
something original every month is almost too much for a person to bear. Even our rabbis have
managed to work out a system where each only has tome up with a column every other

\\, month. Yet, | must perform once more or face the wrath of Editor Cohen.

| think | will take the opportunity of Passover coming late in the month to put in a plug for our OJC community
seder. There are many in our congredg&n who have never experienced this special event. Some may fear the seder

wi || be too for mal and | ong. Some may dread being p
cooking. Some may feel i t 6s unne ceeshavatheyr own areadve eéxeusedor t w
not joining their OJC family for seder. Al I can sa
you won6ét be able to stay away.

First of all, let me address what to me is the most important aspettthe food. By trial and error over the years we

have come up with a caterer and menu that are out of this world. Our seder meal is plentiful and crowaleasing. |
know, the choice of brisket or c hi ¢ k eour chitkereos rigket, yeuo u n d
mouth will be watering at the choice. From the youngest to the oldest, just about everyone winds up going back for
seconds of one dish or another. No offense, Nohra, but the food at the OJC seder is every bit as good as what you
prepare athome (your Spanish dishes excluded). You want to eat good, hostgle, Jewish food come to the OJC
seder.

Next, | et d6s discuss the seder service itself. Our 0.
purpose of providing a great seder exgrience. It covers all the ritual elements of the seder, allows for maximum
participation of all, and takes into account our predilection for singing. With Cantor Yucht at the head of the table,

the singing is contagious. This year, we will be gettingRabb Dr i | | 6s i nsi ght s. I am co
always does, will bring interesting new knowledge and interpretations to the seder that Rabbi Scheff has built for

us over the years. So even for t hoedershaudde ehnawespereocene v ¢

Il s the 0OJC seder conducive to our childrenbs speci al
are all about the continuity of our religion through our children. Of course, the kids will have a ball.

AiwWell what about the adults? | candt imagine sitting
say, bring Uncle Abe with you, or at least bring some of his timeworn jokes. The OJC seder is not a solemn
occasion; it is an occasion for fo.

So, if you want to see how a real kosher seder is run, if you want to experience another great time with your OJC
friends, if you want to avoid the hassle of cleaning the house, setting the table, cooking the food, preparing your
own seder, and then @aning the house again, plan on being at the OJC on Sunday, April 20. Enjoy seder at the
OJC. For reservations or information contact Audrey Gueldenzopf (845) 768611 or Nohra Leff (845) 3538668.

Have a great Pesach!

Ken Leff

Ritual Chair




From the Edpucational Dirvector’s Desk

The Torah teachd®evarim 32:7)

ARemember the days of ol d; understand the ye
. he will relate to you, your elders and they
suallywhenonementﬂos the word fAhistoryodo in school, most stuc

it with the memorization of names, dates, places and events necessary only for tests. Then the facts are usually forgc
But the history and survival of thilewish people through recorded time is nothing short of miraculous. Jewish history is
like a 5,768piece puzzle. At the beginning, you place the pieces on the table and they make no sense. But as
assemble piece after piece, a picture emerges that sett@rdctions of God in history, and the strength, perseverance,
integrity, and commitment of the Jewish people. History reflects the worldwide accomplishments of the Jews, mema
of our culture, and how we have lived throughout time. It helps us leam tfie past and apply those lessons to the

future. On April 3rd, our Religious School wi || have

studentsd historical Cc r e a6:00pnn ’he axhibitstthis gzearShiihcludldh AncieRtdsaeh,  f r
Bible and Prophets, Modern Israel, the Holocaust, and American Jewish History.

iRemembering the days of ol dd occurs throughout
statistics, after Chanukah, Passover is thetroelebrated holiday in the Diaspora. A parent recently asked me why we

go through all the motions of a Seder to commemorate
value of our freedom and just be grateful? The Seder teacliestilse best way of learning is by doing. Judaism blends
the spiritual with the physical , -oenn oo uhreaagritnfgel us, tnoen

Seder is rich in symbols that fill our senses. The horseradish chokes imtteithess, the charoset looks like the mortar,
and the matzah gets absorbed into our system. Rather than just flowery phrases of freedom, we drink four cups of wir
reenact the past, tell the story of our exodus, and sing songs reminding us of thtiagenthat came before us. Our
good intentions become real and concrete on Pesach night as we partake in our Seders with our minds, bodies, and s

Chametz and matzah, the two Passover opposites, are made from the same two ingredientswiar. arrte
only difference is the time factor; bread is left to rise while matzah dough is made in a rush in 18 minutes. Our stude
in grades K/1 and their parents will visit a bakery and experience making matzah with the quick hand movements, fly
rolling pins and perforators, and speedy shoveling of the dough in and out of the oven. Our youngest students and t
parents will see that nothing stands still from the moment the flour touches the water until the matzah comes out of
oven. The quickres of the making of matzah teaches us that time is fleeting. We hope that just as quickly as the maki
of matzah, we will be as fast and energetic with all our Jewish commitments. Parents are our Partimassis NOW!

Our students in grades73will be partici patdi nPgasisrovar ilpamdgs am i n
Aipartso of the Seder in order, writing their own si/l
own questions, enjoying traditional Seder foods analyipyy Plague Bingo. Seders should be fun, educational,
meaningful and memorable traditions for participants of all ages. Usually in my article for this month, | include son
ideas for your familybs Seder , bSchleppgand Scshmpozeaon Tuesday,dApril d
8th at 4:30pm when YOU can gather to share YOUR best Seder secrets and successes with each other.

Our Religious School is excitedl y" Pease showybup supporragd i
write LETTERS TO ISRAELI SOLDIERSOur goal is 600 letters in KDSADays
THE KOTEL and win prizes by enterintSRAELS THE LAND | LOVE CONTEST! Visit our website, read the
school s mont hl y fA An netirubnacdeoutsida thesSchol affice far deailst he b ul

May you and your loved ones have a happy, healthy, memdrabéeh. Kol Tuyv,
Sandy Borowsky
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* Aifordable Tuition 5 3 g 4year olds + Baby ‘n’ Me

Developmental Secular and Jewish Curriculum
Come and See How Great Your Kide Can Be At 0JC
FREE Year Mt')l_tmsny‘;“mgogue Membership & Free High Holiday Tickets with enrollment

Sandra Peck-Borowsky MS. Ed Educatlon Director ¢« £545-2986-3982ext.110

8 Independence Avenue * Orangeburg, NY 10962 » theojc.org
Rabbi Craig Scheff  Rabbi Paula Mack Drill » Cantor Vadim Yucht.
An egalitarian conservative serving Rockland & Bergen for more than 40 years

RULES FOR SUBMISSION OF ARTICLES/FLYERS TO THE SHALIACH
All articles must be Word documents.

=a =

Half-page flyers only. Fullpage flyers will be accepted ONLY if there is a teaoff return
Flyers must be fieditable. o This means that |
easy on t he gr aeprddiffcdt toladiust sizes vehenithte Bysr istoo busy

All submissions are due on the first of the month. If the first is a Shabbat, the due date becomes the
next day. AThe dog ate my articled is

an unac
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION.




OJCBdS ONGOI NG LEARNI NG A
April 2008

The Wednesday o0 Lienmarcnelnegb rEaxtcihoann goefo o0 €
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.

April 2: oJewpardy! o
An interactive night of learning about Israel

April 9: oTruth and Consequences of
with Amit Shuker, lieutenant of the Israeli Special Forces

April 16ndomMbhe/ Arbfal srael o
with the | sraeli Embassyds cul tur a

April 23 (special time: 1 p.m. ). OP
A photographic exhibition at Yeshiva University Museum

April 30 (special Yom Hashoah commemorati@mgkied by the New York Times
with aithor Laurel Leff

Text and Context
Thursdays: 9:4%0:45 a.m., April 3, 10, 17 and 24
Parashat hashavua (the weekly Torah portion) with Rabbi Scheff

Holy Day Meanings with Rabbi Drill
Mondays at 7:30 p.m.

April 7: Pesach
April 28: Yom Hashoafand'Y o m dteandut

Torah né Treats
Wednesdays, April 9 and 30 at noon

Studlies in the Book of Prophets with Rabbi Scheff

Friday Night Lecture Series
Friday, April 11 at 7 p.m.
Dr. Marty Cohenébés topic this month:

Toward a Purposefuédish Life
Monday, April 14, 11 a.r1.2:30 p.m.
Jewi sh et hics with Rdbbiti Deilahnd dRi r

Talmud Study Group
Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.

An informal, congregafed study group on texts relating to Jewish ethics



OJC Sisterhood
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As in years past, the Mishloach Manot packing was a success. A huge thank you to Mimi Rosenstock,
Carol Baker, Adele Garber, Carolyn Wodar, Faye Dinowitz, and all those who came to help pack and get
everything ready for pick-up and delivery.

Chai style is the style! T-shirts and tank tops are now available and selling off the shelf. Get yours now
before the Fashion Show on May 4 by contacting Ina Filip at (201) 78679 or inaf@optonline.net.

Next month we look forward to exciting details about the Torah Fud Brunch in honor of our own Beth
Fishman on March 30, as well as a report from our annual Sisterhood Seder on March 30 as well.

Looking for that special item for Passover? Bar/Bat Mitzvah needs giving you a headache? Tallit
anyone? Remember to visit ourgift shop and check out our new arrivals. Competitive pricing, no
delivery charges, and excellent service! Call Frieda Seidner (845) 36966 or Gladys Weiss (845) 359
2319 for all of your gift needs!

And dondt forget thereds 4% omucthh emoSies!'t e¥ ciom du s a
about Chai Style. May 20" is our Book Chat: The Coffee Trader.Email Rhoda Pochter at
roleero@aol.com and | et her know youol |l be there

We are planning to fill positions for our 20082009 Sisterhood Board. fl you are interested in joining the
board, contact Cindy or Cedine.

For more details on this and all of our events please remember to check your mailings, the weekly
newsletteri iThi s Week @ t he 0OJCa& http:ivadvw.theoje.orgOBIe@se supditourt e
programs, gift shop, and fundraisers. We are there for you and the entire OJC community.

Make the OJC Sisterhoodyour Sisterhood!

To all of our wonderful sisters and their families: we wish you aeisserPesach from the Issman & Levine
families.

Cindyé& Cedine




Menis Club Changes

The 0OJC Mends Club is undergoing some Si
our Executive Board. With new members we are able to divide up some of the
responsibility. The Executive Board members and theiroles are:

Jay Rifkin 7 V.P. Programming
Bruce Machlisi V.P. Outreach
Mike Pucci1 V.P. Ritual
Marty Cohen i V.P. School Board Relations
Mitch Liner 1 Treasurer
Jack Teadorei Secretary

Ari Shapiro, Jay Zwerling, Irwin Librot and Jack Miller are membe rs-at-large of the Executive
Committee.

This year, the Mends Club sponsored the March 5t
lead and was assisted by many men as well as the volunteers who signed up for Helping Hands. Special
thanks to Elinor Singerman and Geoff Cantor for their unstinting work in leading the program and
coordinating with us.

We have also decided to become part of t he Fed
organization with affiliates all over the country. We are part of the Hudson Valley Regiod all five
Conservative synagogues in Rockland are part of this group. There are many interesting programs to
bring to our synagogue including a Mends Heal th
totheore at our synagogue), the Hearing Mends Voice
identity), and many more. In addition, the region raises money for charities.

This year as part of the Hudson Valley Region, we are participating in the Man of th Year program,
which recognizes a Menés Club member from each s
will be held May 29, 2008, at the New City Jewish Center. There will be both a journal and a raffle to
raise money to support local programmimg and some charities.

This year, part of the funds raised will support Congregation Beth Israel in Biloxi, Mississippi. It is the
only Conservative synagogue between New Orleans and Mobile, Alabama. It was destroyed during
Hurricane Katrina and they are seeking to rebuild on a new site about 3 miles inland. They are a small
congregation and have asked for help. Several members of our synagogue have attended services there
and have told how they were welcomed by the community.

On a more social note, ware planning a visit to the Yankee Stadium Museum on a Sunday this summer.
This is the last year the stadium will be open. The visit includes the dugout, press box, clubhouse,
museum and Monument Park. Whether you are a Yankee fan or not, this will be ehance to see some
terrific sports history. If you are interested, contact me at Bart.Bookman@theojc.org.

Sincerely,

Bart Bookman

Menods Club President




Wednesday, April 2 at 7:30 pm
JEWPARDY!

An mteractive evening to celebrate what vou know about
Israel. Ask enough of the right questions and hosts Dr,
Marty and Judy Cohen will award you a prize! Pre-register
for this cvent and reecive an Isracli flag at the door!

Thursday, April 3 at 7:30 - 9:00 pM/; _
Cooking with Claudia ~ Israeli Style! %‘/

Join Claudia Judelman and a guest chef in Claudia's home for an
up close and personal demonstration of Isracli cooking and then
enjoy the fruits (and/or veggies) of vour labor! This event is
limited to 20 would-be chefs.

A
Thursday, April 10 at 7:00 pm

Israeli Restaurant Tasting Tour

Shelly's Vegetarian Cafe, Teaneck, NJ

Shelly's Cafe serves delicious and innovative vegetarian dishes.
Join us for a short drive and dinner in this landmark Teaneck
eating establishment. A prix fixe menu of some of Shelly’s best

Israeli dishes will be served.

Thursday, April 17 at 4:00 - 6:00 pm

No More Pita~!

Sweep away the crumbs. Pick up your Bedikat Chametz
kit (feather and spoon) in the OJC lobby. compliments of
Bubba's Bagels and Taste of Isracl.

Israeli Restaurant Tasting Tour ﬂ
Darna Restaurant, Manhattan, NY Y Y
You'll feel like vou're sitting in a neighborhood in Jerusalem
when you taste the delicious sephardic menu of this very
popular Upper West Side restaurant. We're making the
reservations so vou can order vour favorite dish right from

the menn! This restaurant is strictly Kosher for Passover.
Carpools will be arranged from the OJC.

Thursday, April 24th at Noon

10

60O O

Wednesday, April 9 at 7:30 pm

Truth and Consequences of the Lebanon War

Meet Amit Shuker. a licutenant in the Israch Special
Forces who will share a riveting power point presentation
detailing the events and resulting aftermath of the second
war with Lebanon. He will also address the political
situation in Isracl and the psychological effect of terrorism
on the Isracli people. A Q & A will follow.

Wednesday, April 16 at 7:30 pm

The Art and Music of Israel

Travel a ime linc of the last 60 years and leam about the
development of Isracli music and art. Our guest speaker
for the evening, the cultural attache from the Israeli
Embassy, will discuss the proliferation of Isracli art

and its impact on the intemational seene.

Wednesday, April 23 at 1:00 pm

Picturing Jerusaelm

A Photographic Exhibition

at Yeshiva University Museum

Take a guided tour of seventy rare and vintage 19th
century photographs of the Holy Land that are being
exhibited for the first tme. Don't muss out on this
international exhibit which premicers at YU in New
York and will finish at the Isracl Muscum in Jerusalem.,
Carpools will be arranged from the OJC.

Wednesday, April 30 at 7:30 pm

Yom HaShoah Commemoration

Buried by The New York Times:

The Holocaust and America's Most Important Newspaper
By Laurel Leff

Come to meet and hear author Laurel Leff discuss

her book and share the startling information of how

The New York Times failed to report the atrocities of the
Holocaust and hid information from the American

people. Following the lecture, there will be a question and
answer dessert reception with the Ms, Leff



Isracli Wine Tasting Event
April 5§ at 8:00 pm

L.ecarn about the wine regions of Isracl

as vou taste a wide rangce of Israchi

wines from vinceyards across the

cntire country. Sommelier Sam Rak
will take us on a wine tasting tour as he shares his vast
knowledge and expertise. Taste the entire inventory of
wines offered throughout the evening and then order
vour favoritc wincs for Passovcoer! Liaght refreshmonts

will be served.

Women of Israel
Sunday, April 6 3t 6:00 pm

Spend an evening with friends to celebrate Rosh Hodesh
Nissan and lcarn about the women who helped to lay the
foundation for the crecation of the State of Isracl and
strengthen the new state with cultural and social programs.
A special tribute will be made to honor Henrietta Szold.
founder of Hadassah. and our OJC Hadassah members who

have kept her vision alive. A hieght supper will be served.

For boys and girls.. IR VAVl

Experience Israeli Army Bagsic Training
Lieutenant "Amit Shuker

Special Forces Unit

Sunday, April 6th

1:00 pm - 2:00 for 2-5 graders
2:18 pm - 2:15 for 6-Zgraders
4:00 pm - 5:00 for &-12 graders

$10.00 includes lsraeli snack and 60-60 t-shirt
YOU MUST REGISTER FOR THIS PROGRAM

Email Sharon at SharonrapZ@aol.com

For more information, please visit the 6660 page on oumwebsite at
http://www.theojc.org/celebrateisrael.htm or contact us at ojcisrael60@theojc.org.
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Tanakh Thoughts by Marty Cohen

When | was i n engineering school we had a |tbeke
t heory, it must be disposed of. 0 My argument wi-'t
it follows the dictum of this old joke.

On the other hand, there is the school of biblical minimalism, which goes way too far to digwetikt.
Absence of evidence is taken to mean that something never happened. Every opportunity, some based on fli
or questionable hypotheses, is seized upon to challenge biblical accuracy. If there seems to be conflic
evidence, the conclusion alwsagirawn is that the Bible is in error. | reject this school of thought as well.

A case in point can be found in Exodus 30:13. In discussing theahehkel that each Israelite was to bring to
support the building of the portable sanctuary, the text mentioat there were 20 gerahs to the shekel. The
Hebrew root of shekel is (L~_) and of gerah is (s~¥) and throughout the Middle East similar terms were used to
describe the system of weights. (Ger ah s eodgmnally t o
based upon the weight of a mature grain of wheat or barley.)

Aside note 1: Notice that the shekel was originally a unit of weight, not a coin. One would speak of a shekel
gold or a shekel of silver and this would be weighed out. When Abrglurchased the Cave of Machpelah to
bury Sarah, he weighed out 400 shekels of silver in payment.

Archaeologists have shown that the uniform practice throughout the region was 24 gerahs to the shekel, not
The minimalist Bible critics seized upon tipassage and pointed out that here was a clear error and that ¢
scribe had written 20 gerahs to the shekel when it should have been 24.

Aside note 2: Why 24? Without going into too much detail, we use a counting system with base 10 (because
have 10 fingers, and fingers were the earliest method of counting). Base 12 would be much better because o
than 1 and 12 itself, 12 can be divided by 2, 3, 4 and 6, still giving integer results, whereas with the exceptic
of 1 and 10, 10 can be divided only yand 5. Base 12 can thus be used much more easily for fractions. In the
ancient world there were actually several systems that used base 12 and the effects survive to this day. Th
why there are 12 inches to the foot, 12 x 5 = 60 seconds in a mmi@&aminutes in an hour, and 30 x12 =
360 degrees in a circle.

The challenge to the biblical statement of 20 gerahs to the shekel was made over a hundred years ago. ¢
then, throughout the land of Israel, archaeologists have dug up hundredsctd titgewere obviously used as
standard weights. Many of them are labeled shekel or gerah. Though there are variations from one to the o
(even today not all scales read exactly the same) the average weight of a shekel has been determined to be
grams and the average weight of a gerah has been found to be 0.57 grams. If we divide the average st
weight by the average gerah weight we will get the number of gerahs to the shekel. Guess what? 11.4/0.57 =
Aha!
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