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My friend Walter is a playwright. He tends to be critical of most Jewish moments that I 

describe as ñbrilliantly conceived,ò telling me from a writerôs perspective how the ritual could 

be far more dramatic. As you might imagine, we have an ongoing debate about the Pesach 

Seder. While I praise the order, the Symposia style questions, the engaging ñyou were thereò 

qualities of the Haggadah, he points out the lack of pacing, the loss of the plot somewhere in Maggid and the 

interminable wait for what he considers to be the climactic moment: Shulchan Orekh  (he loosely translates this 

as: Letôs eat!).  

There is a moment in our Passover Seder, however, that seemsïeven to a big fan like meðto be a dramatic 

letdown. Itôs a moment that seemingly should come earlier. If it must be situated near the end of the Maggid 

section, it could at least have a bit more excitement or dramatic punch. In an effort to strengthen my case 

against my ritual-critical friend Walter, I decided to look deeper into this particular moment. I share my findings 

with you because my guess is that we all have a Walter in our lives.  

We read a Talmudic quotation of Rabban Gamliel, who said: ñWhoever does not discuss the meaning of the 

following three symbols of the Seder on Passover evening has not fulfilled his obligation. The three are the 

Pesach lamb, the matzah and the maror [the bitter herb].ò What potential in these words! Here is a Talmudic 

sage establishing a minimum requirement for our Passover eve observance. Now after many (and some in my 

family would say many, many, many) pages of the Haggadah, it seems that the truly essential meanings of this 

gathering will be revealed. Instead, each symbol is pointed out and a quotation from Shômot (Exodus) is read.  

And we move on. To me, it has always felt anticlimactic. So much seems to be promised in Rabban Gamlielôs 

proclamation, but so little is offered. With a nod to my friend Walter, I figured that I must not have looked 

deeply enough at these points.   

At a basic level, these three symbols constitute the menu at the original Seder, the meal that took place in Egypt 

before we actually left: The Israelites ñwill eat it [the Pesach lamb] roasted over the fire, with unleavened bread 

and with bitter herbsò Shômot 12:8. We are supposed to experience the Seder as if we ourselves were slaves 

who went free from Egypt. It makes sense that we should understand what we ate that fateful night when the 

Israelite firstborn were saved and Pharaoh was at last convinced to let us leave.   

Many haggadot point out that the three food symbols direct us to three progressive historical moments in the 

Exodus: maror represents the bitterness of being slaves, the Pesach lamb captures both the fear and the 

anticipation on the night when the Israelite houses were passed over by the Angel of Death, and the matzah 

stands for the morning when the slaves rushed out with no time for their dough to rise. 

(continued on p. 14) 
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How to Reach Us 

 
Synagogue Officeééééééééééééééééé. Phone # 845-359-5920ééééééééé.. Fax # 845-398-1646 
  Office@theojc.org 
Administratorééééééééééééééééééé. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Bookkeeperéééééééééééééééééééé Helen Barnettééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 107 
Office Assistant/Donationsééééééééééééé Maureen Scollo éééééééééééé.845-359-5920 ext. 108 
 
Rabbiééééééééééééééééééééééé Craig Schefféééééééééééééé 845-359-5920 ext. 3 
Associate Rabbiéééééééééééééééééé Paula Mack Drilléééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 8 
Cantoréééééééééééééééééééééé.. Vadim Yuchtéééééééééééééé845-359-5920 ext. 105 
School/Educational Directoréééééééééééé.. Sandra Borowskyééééééééééé..845-398-3982 ext. 110 
Youth Directorééééééééééééééééééé Sharon Rappaportééééééééé.éé845-623-2990 
 
Presidentééééééééééééééééééééé. Glenn Hirshéééééééééééé........,845-365-3096 
1

st
 Vice Presidentééééééééééééééééé.. Andy Blauééééééééééééééé845-365-0543 

Vice Presidentééééééééééééééééééé Jeffry Horowitz   éééééééééééé845-353-8996 
Vice Presidentéééééééééééééééééé.éKim Lori Sokolééééééééééééé845-398-2910 
Treasurerééééééééééééééééééééé. Bob Kleinberger............................................845-624-1410 
Financial Secretaryéééééééééééééééé...Fran Mintzer-Dolberéééééééééé..201-307-8776 

Recording Secretaryéééééééééééééééé Hara Hartman........................................845-634-6093 

Corresponding SecretaryééééééééééééééMarc Levineéééééééééééé........845-398-3645 
 
Book of Life Donationsééééééééééééééé Renee Priceééééééééééééé.....845-634-7244 
Book of Remembranceééééééééééééééé Helen Atlaséééééééééééééé..845-359-4030 
Bulletin Editorééééééééééééééééééé Judy Cohenéééééééééééééé.845-359-5923 
Calendarééééééééééééééééééééé.. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Catering/Kiddushiméééééééééééééééé. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Cemetery Co-Chairéééééééééééééééé.. Abe Barbashéééééééééé.ééé. 845-735-7226 
Cemetery Co-Chairéééééééééééééééé... Arthur Sandersééééééééééé.é..845-638-0473 
Facility Chairééééééééééééééééééé.. Eli Josephséééééééééééééé.845-365-1563 
Associate Facility Chairéééééééééééééé.. Dave Kalanéééééééééééééé.. 845-359-6314 
Food Pantry Co-Chairééééééééééééééé.. Cedine Issmanééééééééééééé845-359-5207 
Food Pantry Co-Chairééééééééééééééé.. Susan Kleinéééééééééééééé 845-354-3653 
Insuranceééééééééééééééééééééé.Abe Barbashééééééééééééé.. 845-735-7226 
Israeli Affairsééééééééééééééééééé.. Jeffry Horowitzéééééééééééé.. 845-353-8996 
Israeli Affairsééééééééééééééééééé.. Allen Levinsonéééééééééééé.. 201-934-9254 
Legal Co-ChairéééééééééééééééééééArthur Sanderséééééééééééé. 845-638-0473 
Legal Co ChairéééééééééééééééééééIrwin Portnoyééééééééééééé..845-562-1028 
Membership Recruitment Co-Chairééééééééé. Esther Berkowitzéééééééééééé845-365-0060 
Membership Recruitment Co-Chairééééééééé. Evelyn Winikofféééééééééééé. 845-358-2564 
Men's Club Presidentééééééééééééééé.. Bart Bookmanééééééééééééé 845-942-2736 
OJC Directoryééééééééééééééééééé.Janet Milleréééééééééééééé. 845-359-7647 
OJC Directoryééééééééééééééééééé.Andrea Sherman..ééééééééééé..845-634-2256 
Publicity/Advertising......................................................................................................................................................... 
Ritual Chairéééééééééééééééééééé. Ken Lefféééééééééééééééé845-353-8668 
Ritual Committee/ Bar/Bat Mitzvah Aliyah Listsééé.. Lloyd Fishmanééééééééééééé201-476-9668 
School Board Co-PresidentéééééééééééééHara Hartmanééééééééééééé..845-634-6093 
School Board Co-President.éé.éééééééééé..Sharon Aachéééééééééééé.é..201-476-1050 
Sisterhood Co-Presidentéééééééééééééé.Cindy Levineééééééééééééé.. 845-398-3645 
Sisterhood Co-Presidentéééééééééééééé.Cedine Issmanéééééééééééé.. 845-359-5207 
Sisterhood Gift ShopééééééééééééééééFrieda Seidnerééééééééééééé 845-359-6366 
Social Action/Good & WelfareééééééééééééMadeline Roimisheréééééééééé. 845-359-4846 
Special DuesééééééééééééééééééééFaye Dinowitzééééééééééééé 845-353-1934 
Web Site ï www.TheOJC.org:éééééééééééé.Marc Levineéééééééééééééé845-398-3645 
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On Sunday, March 1, four women from our synagogue were honored at a breakfast sponsored 

by the Womenôs Division of the State of Israel Bonds. There were a total of twelve women 

chosen to receive this honor from synagogues and Jewish organizations in Rockland County. 

Members of the Orangetown Jewish Center accounted for one third of the honorees.  

  

Although this was not a contest to see which shul would have the most honorees in the county, it does say 

something about the people we attract at the OJC, especially the women who make up our organization. Anne 

Zbar was recognized by the JCC of West Nyack, Paulette Viana was recognized by the Jewish Federation of 

Rockland County, Wendy Cowen-Smith was recognized by the Reuben Gittelman Hebrew Day School, and 

Hannah Roth was chosen as the honoree from OJC. All of these women were recognized for their contributions 

to their organization, to the Jewish community, and to the State of Israel.  

 

The breakfast, which was very well attended, had a significant OJC representation that included family, friends, 

and both of our rabbis. While I am proud of each honoree, the one person who brought about the strongest 

reaction from all of the attendees was Hannah. As I sat and watched Hannahôs presentation, I realized that I had 

tears in my eyes. Though I continue to be amazed by all of the work that our fellow congregants do every day 

on behalf of the Jewish community, my tears had nothing to do with that. They did not come about because I 

am a part of an amazing organization. They came about because I was thinking about the pride and joy Hal and 

Debbie Roth must have been feeling during Hannahôs honoring.  Itôs moments like this that make it worth all of 

the time, energy and hard work that it takes to be president. 

 

And speaking of hard work, I couldnôt possibly accomplish much of anything without a strong Executive Board 

and Board of Trustees. The annual congregational meeting of the OJC is scheduled for May 11, 2009. It is at 

that meeting that at least 6 candidates will be nominated for positions on the Board of Trustees. The Nominating 

Committee, chaired by Bernie Schiffmiller, is hard at work preparing the list of nominees that will be presented 

that night. We are likely to have more candidates than positions this year, but I still encourage all potential 

candidates to contact Bernie for consideration. It is very encouraging to know that so many people are willing to 

step up into positions of leadership. The OJC cannot exist without all of its volunteers and no synagogue has a 

more dedicated membership than we do. 
 

BôShalom, and keep smiling! 

Glenn Hirsh  
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          From Ritual: The High Cost of Being Jewish 
 

For a group often accused of being ñcheap,ò we sure have an expensive religion, donôt we? 
We already know that unlike churches, where collection plates passed at Sunday services 

seem to yield enough to cover their whole budget, we Jews are faced with high monthly 

dues and appeal after appeal. Unlike our neighbors, we try to outdo one another with 

extravagant bar and bat mitzvah celebrations. 
 

Many of us send our children to private day schools, costing as much or more than college cost in my day. We 

are obligated to fulfill the mitzvah of giving tzedakah. No wonder we urge our children to become 

professionals!   
 

And then we get to Passover. 
 

As I write this column, Nohra and I just finished reviewing the price list submitted by our caterer for this yearôs 

community Seder. The ritual committee directed us to do everything we can to keep the prices down this year so 

that more of our members can afford to join in this wonderful Passover experience. But reallyðbrisket $25 a 

pound? Gefilte fish at $14 a loaf? Mashed potatoes $8 a pound? And we all know how the markets inflate the 

prices of food marked kosher for Pesach. 
 

So for this monthôs column, I figured we could explore what it is about Pesach that makes the price of kosher 

food so high. 
 

It is all the fault of chametz. The Torah specifies that for eating chametz, the punishment is spiritual excision of 

the offenderôs soul from its relationship with God. Unlike the standards of kashrut for the rest of the year, the 

prohibition against eating chametz applies even to the smallest particle. During the rest of the year many rabbis 

agree that if kosher food comes in contact with a non-kosher food it is still kosher if the non-kosher contaminant 

occurs in minuscule quantity, diluted by the kosher food. Not when it comes to chametz on Passover, however. 

Therefore, the preparation of a factory or a restaurant to switch from kosher to kosher for Passover is intense. 

So much so that most kosher restaurants close for Passover. 
 

How about factories? Most of the foods we buy in the market are factory produced. Depending on the processes 

carried out on a factoryôs equipment during the regular year, it is often necessary to break down machinery, 

clean and kasher it and then reassemble it. In researching this column, I came across an interesting article 

illustrating the extra expenses incurred in making factory-prepared food kosher for Passover. The example used 

is creating kosher for Passover dates. Can there be non-kosher dates? On Passover there can. It turns out that 

most dates we buy are dusted with oat flour to prevent the fruit from sticking together. The OU had the 

manufacturer clean and kasher a set of trays to be used exclusively for the Passover dates, as well as drying 

rooms and steam rooms used for processing. To become kosher, clean trays were required to sit in a sealed 

room for 24 hours and then were put empty into a steam room until they were wet from condensed steam. The 

trays were then filled with raw dates and sealed in the hydration room. On the day of packing, the OU rabbi 

returned, unsealed the steam room, and kashered the necessary number of trays for dehydrating the dates. The 

dates were then removed from the previous trays, moved to the new trays, and put into the dehydrating tunnel. 

The OU rabbi then supervised the packing of all the dates.  
  

The moral?  Passover is expensive, but maybe the manufacturers and retailers are not really taking advantage of 

an opportunity to rake in extra profit.  Maybe we really get what we pay for.   
 

On behalf of the Ritual Committee, we wish all a sweet and kosher Pesach. We hope to see huge numbers at the 

community Seder on Thursday, April 9. 

 

Ken Leff , Ritual Chair 
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As Pesach approaches, I remember when I discovered that my motherôs recipe for 

charosetðapples, cinnamon, walnuts, honey and Manischewitz wineðwas not sacred. I was 

standing at the kitchen table dutifully chopping walnuts, when my sister asked my mother if 

we could add some dates and figs. The look on my motherôs face was sheer bewilderment, 

like when we asked to stop using the Maxwell House haggadot. ñDates? Figs?ò my mother 

asked in astonishment. ñWho would do this?ò ñLots of people, Ma,ò my sister replied. 

 

 ñSephardim,ò I recall thinking to myself. What was this about? What else were people secretly mixing into 

their charoset unbeknownst to me? My motherôs recipe was distinctly Ashkenazi (Eastern European) and 

tradition is VERY important to me. But when my children were young and I found out that charoset comes in 

more varieties than any other Jewish food, we decided to add to our sacred recipe by creating together a 

smorgasbord of different charoset. The preparation has become a great Pesach tradition, with a lot of wonderful 

memories for my family. If you google charoset on the Internet, you will find over 85,000 different entries!! 

Here are two favorite varieties we usually prepare:   
 

 South American : Yields 5-6 cups: 1 pear, 3 apples, peeled, cored and diced, 3 bananas, peeled and 

mashed, 1 lb pitted dates, ½ lb blanched almonds, 2 T ground cinnamon, 1 cup sweet wine. Combine and puree 

in a food processor, then simmer in a saucepan over low heat for 15 minutes. Cool, cover and refrigerate 2 

hours.  

 Greek: Yields 3 cups: 1 ¼ cups of finely chopped dates, 1 large orange, ½ cup of honey, cinnamon and 

ground clove to taste, ½ cup each of finely chopped almonds and walnuts and 5 oz. of sweet red wine. Peel the 

orange, cut into pieces and remove the seeds, add the chopped dates and mash into a paste, put into the top of a 

double boiler over gently simmering water, stir about 20 minutes until thick. Add cloves, cinnamon, and wine 

and simmer, remove from the heat, stir in the nuts and turn into a bowl and cool.   
 

  Besides being a fun way to prepare for the holiday, it is also a great way to teach children that Jews 

celebrate Pesach all over the world. 
       

The month of April (Nisan/Iyar) abounds with celebration, remembrance, and commemoration of 

important events in Jewish history. Our school proudly had our Jewish History Museum again this year with 

amazing student-created exhibits depicting Ancient (Torah and Prophets), Holocaust, Modern Israel, and 

American Jewish History. Our students will learn all about the history, laws, customs, and the Haggadah in 

preparation for Pesach and our fun school-wide festivities. During this month we also remember Yom HaShoah 

and the six million Jewish people massacred during the Holocaust. Our 5
th
, 6

th
 and 7

th
 grade students will join 

with other children from synagogues in the Rockland community at the play ñDear Esther.ò Our 3rd
 and 4

th
 

grade students and their families are invited to the OJC community commemoration during Religious School. 

Both our lower (K-2) and upper (3-7) schools will proudly celebrate Yom HaôAtzmaut, Israelôs Independence 

Day. Watch for details! 
 

These are times we all must remember and be thankful for the strength and perseverance of our 

ancestors and for Israel, our homeland. 
 

May you and your loved ones have a happy, healthy memorable Pesach, a meaningful Yom HaShoah, 

and a joyous Yom HaôAtzmaut. 

Bô Shalom,  

Sandy Borowsky 
 

Visit our schoolôs video gallery at http://www.theojc.org and watch our students learning with excitement and 

joy! See our Model Wedding, Jewish Trinkets and Treasures, Kippot for Kepis and MORE! 
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THE ORANGETOWN JEWISH CENTER 

NURSERY SCHOOL 
 

 
 

is now registering for 2009  
 

Fun, Creative, Developmental Secular and Jewish Curriculum 
Literacy, Art, Music, Science, Math, Shabbat, Holidays and moreé 

The personal attention each child deserves!  
Create, Explore, Discover, and Experience  

Build Self -Esteem and Make New Friends  
 

Loving and Nurturing Staff ð Great Student/Teacher Ratio  

Affordabl e Tuition/ Flexible Schedules/ Extended Days  
Member Discount/ Free Memberships for New Enrollees  

New Playground/ Summer Kiddie Kamp  
 

TERRIFIC TWOS - 2 AND 3 DAY A WEEK OPTIONS 

THRILLING THREES  - 3 DAYS A WEEK, EXTENDED DAYS AVAILABLE  

FABULOUS FOURS- 5 DAYS A WEEK, EXTENDED DAYS AVAILABLE  

AFTERNOON ENRICHMENT- MONDAY --FRIDAY NOON to 2PM  

Cooking, Messy Play, Science Experiments, Jewish Culture Club 

BABY Nô ME ï WEDNESDAYS- 11 - 12AM- for ages 12 - 24 months 
 

KIDDIE KAMP - July 6th- August 10th  for 2, 3, and 4 year olds- Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays 

Kiddie Pools and Fun Themes- Summer Treats, Bugs and Critters, Silly Animals, 

Oceans of Fun, Silly Hat Day, Stuffed Animal Show, lots more fun! 

PLEASE JOIN US AT OUR OPEN HOUSES:  
Welcome Shabbat with our Nursery School Community 

on April 3 rd  or 24 th  at 11am for songs, snack, and fun  

Stay and Play on April 22nd 10am ï 11 am 
 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME! TELL YOUR FRIENDS!  

JOIN US FOR A FREE CLASS AND TOUR OF OUR SCHOOL!  
 

Please call Sandra Borowsky, MS. Ed, Educational Direct or, at  

(845) 398 -3982, ext. 110 to RSVP, register, or for more information.  

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT www.theojc.org  
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NEFESH 
 

Nurturing Education for Families and Exceptional Students ï Halleluyah! 
 

Learn about programs, resources and support for Jewish children with disabilities and their families. 
 

The Orangetown Jewish Center is presenting a series of speakers who will discuss how to foster the 
educational, spiritual, social and cultural aspects of Jewish children with exceptionalities throughout our 
community. 
 

The FREE series will take place at 8:00 on the following Monday evenings: 
 

4/27 ï Alternative Strategies and Techniques: 
           Mariola Strahlberg, MS, EE/CS, L. Ac, Founder of Shining Mountain Childrenôs Center      
 

5/18 ï ñHow Difficult Can This Be?ò: 
Video by Richard Lavoie, M.A., M.Ed. A must-see for every parent, grandparent, 
older sibling and teacher about understanding learning disabilities.    

 

6/15 ï BôTzelem Elohim: Every Precious Child is Created in the Image of God: 
           Rabbi Paula Mack Drill, Associate Rabbi of the Orangetown Jewish Center 
 

Come to one discussion or all! We hope this will be the beginning of programs and services advocating for inclusion in 
religious schools and camps as well as the formation of family support groups and activities. 
 

*Refreshments will be served. To RSVP or for more information, please contact Sandra Borowsky, MS. Ed., at (845) 398-
3982 or at ojcschool@gmail.com   

 

The True Story of Gefilte Fish 
 

I am upset by people who think that gefilte fish is some kind of mixture you make in the kitchen rather than one of the 

Lordôs creatures. This leads me to explain exactly what a gefilte fish is. 
 

     Each year, as soon as the frost on the Great Gefilte Lakes (upstate New York) is thin enough to break the surface, frum 

fishermen set out to catch gefilte fish. Unlike normal fish, gefilte fish cannot be caught with a rod and reel or standard 

bait. The art of catching gefilte fish was handed down for thousands of years. For all I know Moses used to go gefilte fish 

catching. Iôm sure that when he wasnôt playing doctor, Rambam (Maimonides) spent his leisure time gefilte fishing. 
 

     So how is it done? Well, you go up to the edge of the lake with some matzo. It has to be Manischewitz matzo or the 

fish wonôt be attracted. You stand at the edge of the lake, whistle, and say ñHere, boy, here boy!ò The fish canôt resist the 

smell of the matzo. They gather at the edge of the lake, jump into jars, and are bottled on the spot. 
 

     Remember that there are two kinds of gefilte fish: the strong and the weak. The weak are in a loose broth (actually the 

lake water). The strong are special. Theyôre in a jell. They are actually imported from the Middle East where they are 

caught in the Dead Sea. They must be strong to be able to swim through that jell. 
 

     Last year a gentleman tried to correct me by stating, ñShouldnôt they be saying, óHere boychick?ôò I didnôt have the 

heart to tell him that boychick is Yiddish and gefilte fish donôt understand Yiddishðonly Hebrew and, surprisingly, 

English. Thereôs been a big debate on whether to use English or Hebrew in the United States. Shockingly, English is 

accepted by almost all gefilte fishermen. Some still use Hebrew, however, and consider the use of ñHere boyò as Reform 

and therefore not acceptable. However, the Congress of OU rabbis (who must be present at the lakes when the fish are 

bottled) uniformly accept ñHere boy!ò 
 

     The time of the catch is very important. The fish cannot be caught before Purim is over or theyôre considered chametz. 

Besides, the fish know when Pesach is coming and will not respond to matzo before the proper time. 
 

     Iôm still bothered by which end of the fish is the head and which the tail (not to mention that Iôm not sure where their 

eyes are). This is a small price to pay for the luxury of eating this delicacy. Have you ever had he baby gefilte fish? Oy, 

theyôre so cute I feel a little guilty eating them. 
Rebbe Itzik Fishberger  
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OJCõS ONGOING LEARNING AT A GLANCE 

April 2009 
 

Text and Context 
Thursdays: 10 a.m. ð 11 a.m., April 2, 23, and 30 

Parashat hashavua (the weekly Torah portion) with Rabbi Scheff 
 

 

Torah nõ Treats 
Wednesday, 12:00 p.m. ð 1:30 p.m., April 22 

Studies in the Book of Prophets with Rabbi Scheff 
 

 

Toward a Purposeful Jewish Life 
Monday, April 13, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Jewish ethics with Rabbi Drill: 
òMiddot and Mussar: Self-Improvement the Jewish Way!ó 

 

 

Theodicy ð The Study of God and Evil 
Monday, April 27 at 7:30 p.m. 

Join Rabbi Drill for a year of exploring the question of why bad things happen 
 

 

Friday Night Lecture Series with Dr. Marty Cohen 
Friday, April 24 during 7:00 p.m. Shabbat service 

"Who cares how the Mishkan (the portable Ark of the desert) was built?" 
 
 

Talmud Bõkiut 
Wednesday, April 29 at 7:30 p.m. 

Join Rabbi Scheff and Rabbi Drill for Hevruta (partnered learning) 
and Shiur (class lesson) as we make our way through 
the Babylonian Talmudõs tractate of Berakhot (Blessings)  

 

 

Iyyun Tefillah 
Saturday at 8:45 a.m., resumes May 2 

An in-depth exploration of the Shabbat liturgy with Rabbi Drill 
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Spring is here, and with it comes the holiday of Passover. By the time you read this, everybody will be well into planning 

mode for this yearôs Sedersðwho will be coming in and who will be traveling where. 

 

Mishloach Manot 2009 was a great success. We would like to thank the following people: Carol Baker, Ina Filip, Adele 

Garber, Judi Librot, Mimi Rosenstock, and Andrea Weinberger. Without them the beautiful Mishloach Manot packages 

you received would not have been possible. A big shout out to the area captains (you know who you are), and all of the 

drivers who made it possible for 525 families to receive the Mishloach Manot packages. We appreciate all their hard 

work, time and dedication. Another thank you goes out to the 25-30 people/children who showed up to help pack the 

baskets. It was a wonderful and inspiring sight to see. It gives the true meaning to the phrase ñMany hands make light 

work.ò An extra thank you to the Weinberger Family for their generous donation of our eco-friendly Mishloach Manot 

bags!!  
 

An amazing Torah Fund program was put together by Nancy Scheff on March 23: ñFaith First: Second Career Clergy.ò 

This is a documentary that features our very own Rabbi Scheff and Rabbi Drill. The program offered us tremendous 

insight into the decisions our rabbis were faced with when they decided on a career change. We are fortunate as we all 

benefit now from their tremendous spiritual leadership and insight. Torah Fund is a project of Women's League for 

Conservative Judaism on  behalf  of  The  Jewish Theological  Seminary, the Ziegler School of  Rabbinic Studies, and  the 

Schechter Institute for Jewish Studies 
 

On March 1, 2009, at New City Jewish Center, four women from OJC were honored at a breakfast sponsored by the 

Womenôs Division of the State of Israel Bonds: Wendy Cowen-Smith, Hannah Roth, Paulette Viana, and Anne Zbar. 

These women are wonderful and have a lot to offer the Jewish community. Everyone who was there witnessed a historical 

moment for Israel Bonds: a 14-year-old being honored. She is an amazing young lady and a role model for allïyoung and 

old. Mazal tov to all the families of the honorees. 
 

Are you looking for a new Seder plate for Passover? Matzoh cover anyone? Remember to visit our gift shop and check 

out our new arrivals. Competitive pricing, no delivery charges, and excellent service! Call Frieda Seidner (845) 359-6366 

or Gladys Weiss (845) 359-2318 for all of your gift needs! 

 

      
 

For more details on  all of our events, please remember to check your mailings, the weekly newsletter: ñThis Week @ the 

OJC,ò and the OJC website: http:www.theojc.org. Please support our programs, gift shop, and fundraisers. We are here 

for you and the entire OJC community. Make the OJC Sisterhood your Sisterhood! 
 

Hag Pesach Sameach,  

Cindy &  Cedine 

 

*** Sunday May 31 is the Israeli Day Parade in New York City. *** 

*** Come on out and march with OJC & Rockland Community. More info to follow. *** 

Where youôll always find a friendly face! 
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Menôs Club 
 

As Passover draws near I begin to think about the entire event as told in the Haggadah: 

how Moses heard Godôs word and became a leader (although reluctantly at first), and how 

he did what had to be done to take us out of Egypt. I realize how this applies to the Man of 

the Year Award. 

 

The OJC Menôs Club became part of the Hudson Valley Region of Menôs Clubs last year 

and we were delighted to name Phil Mosner as our first Man of the Year. This yearôs dinner 

will be held on May 14, 2009. We will be honoring both a Man of the Year and a Youth of the Year. The Youth 

of the Year will be our Bruce Cowen Scholarship Award winner and will be selected after March 15. Watch for 

the announcement.   

 

The process of selecting the Man of the Year is somewhat contradictory. On the one hand, the honoree is a 

Menôs Club member who gives service to the OJC without seeking any recognition for himself. He does what 

needs to be done. Period. However, we then recognize his effort and service, which is the opposite of why he 

does things! With all that in mind, we have chosen Lloyd Fishman as our Man of the Year. We hope you will 

support him with journal ads and your presence at the dinner. 

 

On a more serious note, the Menôs Club will be initiating the Yellow Candle program to keep the memory of 

the Holocaust alive. You will be receiving an informative letter, a yellow candle, and instructions for its use. 

We hope that you will support this effort with your donations, which we will use to build a new sukkah and 

expand our scholarship program. 

 

April 25 is Menôs Club Shabbat at which we honor those members who have helped Menôs Club throughout the 

year. We hope to have some men take on the challenge of reading Torah for the first time. The following day 

we will feature Dave Price, the morning weatherman on CBS-TV. He will share anecdotes and some video 

clips. We are opening this program to the entire county and there will be an $18 charge for the event. For an 

additional fee, people can have brunch with Dave, get their pictures taken with him, and spend some good ñface 

time.ò Again, the funds raised will support the scholarship and the new sukkah. 

 

Finally, the Federation of Jewish Menôs Clubs is holding its biannual international convention in Philadelphia 

on July 1-5. The focus is Menôs health. I hope to bring back many new program ideas, including plans for a 

health fair in the coming year. 

 

If you were fortunate enough to see the Menôs Club comedy on February 7, you may never hear Eliahu Hanavi 

the same way again. I hope that your Passover is happily shared with family and friends in remembrance of our 

journey from slaves to free men and women.   

 

Sincerely, 

Bart Bookman,   

Menôs Club President 
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Tanakh Thoughts            by Marty Cohen 

        
 

By the time you read this article, I will have just given lecture number one hundred in my series of Friday 

evening talks. I would like to take this opportunity to explain how it all came about. 
 

About fourteen years ago, OJC did not have a permanent rabbi and had engaged Rabbi Paul Shuchalter, in the 

interim, to be our weekend rabbi and to be available for life-cycle events. Rabbi Shuchalter was a retired 

congregational rabbi and for two years served us very well. 
 

However, though he was willing to lead a Conservative congregation, Rabbi Shuchalter was strictly Orthodox at 

heart and what was especially difficult for me personally was that his sermons on biblical issues were based on 

literal and fundamentalist interpretation. (By now you know how I feel about that.) Even worse, for me, was 

that midrashic legends were presented as if they were as valid and binding as Tanakh, and this was driving me a 

bit crazy. 
 

So in speaking with the OJC leadership at the time, I volunteered to give a once-a-month lecture on biblical 

topics as an adult education program for the congregation as part of the Friday evening service. I had given 

many talks before this, but not on such a regular basis and not solely on Tanakh. My offer was accepted by the 

leadership, approved by the rabbi, and so it began. 
 

My main goal then was the same as it is now, both in Friday evening lectures and in this monthly Shaliach 

column: namely, that the Hebrew bible should be looked upon as the result of a historical process. It was not 

standardized for hundreds of years and it reflected the experiences and aspirations of the Jewish people at the 

times that its various segments became fixed. Such writings need not be taken literally to have great meaning 

for us. This philosophy is very much in accordance with the founding principles of Conservative Judaism over a 

hundred years ago. Then it was called Wissenschaft des Judentums, or the scientific study of Judaism, a 

philosophy embraced by our founders, including the first chancellor of the Jewish Theological Seminary, Dr. 

Solomon Schechter. These principles are now reflected throughout the Siddur and Chumash that are used at 

OJC and so, I believe, are totally relevant to what we are all about. 
 

To his great credit, Rabbi Shuchalter granted me complete freedom of the pulpit and never once asked me to 

withhold or alter my position, which is not to say that I ñconvertedò him to the Conservative philosophy. He 

continued to present Tanakh and midrash as seemed best from his point of view, but he showed the utmost 

respect for an alternative philosophy. 
 

Eventually, our pulpit committee interviewed and recommended Rabbi Scheff as our new leader (after he had 

served as our cantor for a time) even while he was still at the rabbinical school of the JTS. As a Conservative 

Jew, Rabbi Scheff usually comes to the same conclusions that I do although sometimes via a different route, and 

I believe we are both committed to the same overall interpretation of Tanakh. 
 

That being the case, after a short period of time with Rabbi Scheff as our leader, I no longer felt compelled to 

speak only about Conservative philosophy on Tanakh and so my lectures branched out into the entire space-

time continuum of the Jewish experience.  
 

ôTil much more than 120, I hope! 
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From the Editor: So How Come the Green Bags Were Blue? 
 

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. Oops! Sorry! Wrong profound answer to wrong profound question. The 

really deep and puzzling query is a Jewish one: Why were the Shalach Manot green bags blue? 
 

I was not especially concerned with this discrepancy until Purim night, when amidst all the festivities and 

zaniness, a voice of reason (it was Allen Levinson, who is ALWAYS a voice of reason) asked me point blank,  

ñCan you tell me why the Shalach Manot bags were blue?ò Though I am co-chair of the Greening Committee 

(lovingly referred to as GangGreen), and will usually admit to (almost) anything, I had to say that I was as much 

in the dark as Allen was. Truly, I had nothing to do with the procuring of the bags. I only delivered ôem and 

please donôt shoot the messenger. Needless to say the wonderful Purimspiel occupied 99% of my attention that 

night, but a little nudgy thought kept poking at me. Why indeed were the green bags blue? 
 

Later that night, flipping through my handy-dandy Cliffôs Notes Tanakh, I found a 613-page treatise on just that 

subject: blue bags that are supposed to be green. Amazing, isnôt it, that such a conundrum should have troubled 

the rabbis of old just as it troubles us today? Rapidly committing the 613 pages to memory, I discovered that I 

was just as confused as before. In the fifth century B.C.E, Rabbi Kelly Green debated loud and long with Rabbi 

Cerulean Blue the weighty and intricate differences to be observed on a purely philosophical level between 

green and blue. Their conclusion, unfortunately, was marred by a great splotch of blue paint side-by-side with 

an equally great splotch of green, which indicates to scholars that the two rabbis tried unsuccessfully to solve 

their dilemma with a paintball fight.  
 

In the second century B.C.E., two other distinguished rabbis entered the same debate. Their names are lost to 

antiquity because it is said that they attempted to enter Paradise, one dressed in blue from head to toe, the other 

dressed in green, only to find that the dress code of Paradise was beige. Booted out on their rabbinical 

posteriors, they continued their argument all the way to Gehenna, where the archives of the controversy were 

destroyed by the unusually hot flames leaping up from that other place. We accept this story because Rabbi 

Scheff says itôs true.  
 

Still later, in 1492, to be exact, a song was published declaring that Christopher Columbus (who we all now 

know was Jewish, possibly Hasidic), sailed the ocean blue. What is less known is that Columbus was color 

blind (Rabbi Drill swears to this) and that Maimonides (who, we mustnôt forget, was a physician) states with 

absolute authority that the ocean was actually green, due to the overwhelming presence of algae, spinach pasta 

(remember, Columbus was born in Italy), and a second plague of frogs. Historically, this is when the lines 

between blue and green truly became fuzzy (along with this fuzzy logic) and the confusion has persisted ever 

since. 
 

Moving on to modern times and local places, our hidden camera zoomed in on the OJC Sisterhood volunteers 

who packaged the lovely Shalach Manot offerings for the congregation. Apparently, everyone thought the bags 

were going to be green. When they turned up blue, the wily Sisterhood co-presidents said, ñThe emperor has 

lots of new clothes.ò Now we all know what the emperor was and wasnôt wearing, so the analogy to our 

blue/green bags should be obvious to us all. THE BLUE BAGS ARE GREEN! Sure they are! And the candy in 

the bags is pure gold, the hamentaschen are three-sided blank checks, and the messages inside are cold cash. 

Yeah, thatôs the ticket.  
 

So, Virginia, there may or may not be a Santa Claus, but for Allen and all other Jews who seek meaningful 

answers to meaningful questions, the blue bags are green. Selah! 
 

Judy Cohen 
 

P.S. A serious thank you to the Weinberger family for donating all the super, reusable, green/blue bags. ƽ 
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(Rabbiôs message, continued from p. 1) 

The symbols take on more significance when we adhere to the true directive of the Passover Seder: Ask 

questions! When I point to the shank bone representing the Pesach offering, I ask: What sacrifices would I make 

for freedom today? What would I be willing to leave behind? About the Matzah I might say: The bread of 

affliction became the bread of redemption. The very abruptness of the deliverance reminds me that help can 

come even in the eleventh hour, even when we least expect it. Are we ready to meet that redemption when it 

beckons to us? And finally I turn toward the Maror and realize that it is easy to talk about our historical bondage 

sitting in the warmth and comfort of our Seder. How much harder, how much more real it would be to 

experience the pain of those who live in bitterness and oppression today. Who are those people? Are we 

mindful of the many types of enslavement in the human condition today? The Maror reminds me of the 

obligation to work toward the end of slavery of any kind, wherever it exists. 

Rabban Gamliel tells us to look at the symbols that lie before us. Could it be that with all of our reading, 

stories, blessings and questions through the Seder we still have not seen and spoken about that which is most 

important to us, those things we need to learn this year as we go forth from Egypt yet again? There is so much 

that lies before us, readily seen if we but open our eyes and take notice.   

This year, at Passover, may we fulfill the requirement of telling the story by remembering that all we 

need to learn is right in front of us. If you ever meet my friend Walter, do me a favor. Tell him how much you 

love the drama of the Seder night! 

Hag Pesach Sameach,  

Rabbi Paula Mack Drill 

 
 

          Oh the places we will have been and the places we will go!  

 
We entertained, we taught, and we slaved. We fed, we served, and we braved.  

OJC community, we want to thank you all. You rose to the occasion; you rose to the  call. 
 

From Avram Kitchen to Rosina Housing, from Robin Décor to Bruce Rebel Rousing,  
 

From Rabbi D, our rock, to Rabbi S, our inspiration, from Krista, our savior, to Mitch, our 

motivation  
 

We may have played like the children we are. But weõre all in recovery, not so bizarre.  

Dr. Seuss was the theme, but Israel the game. We learned what to do, to speak out, all the 

same. 
 

We made sandwiches for thousands and are proud to say OJC and Koach USY helped to  

make a difference today.  
 

It is important for us t o appreciate, please take a bow.  

But mark your calendars for Kinnus March 2012 right now!  
 

With much gratitude,  

Sharon Rappaport, Youth Director  
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A Green Agreement 

 
In an era of booming populations, shrinking resources, environmental degradation and over-reliance on fossil 

fuels for energy, Israel is a world leader in developing alternative sources of energy. Israelôs cutting-edge 

technologies promise to improve energy efficiency as well as reduce oil dependence, while making the industry 

more efficient and minimizing the environmental impact of human activities.   

 

As the United States focuses on energy security issues, Congress and the administration have sought to expand 

cooperation with Israel to harness the Jewish stateôs expertise. In late 2007, Congress passed the U.S.-Israel 

Energy Cooperation Act as part of the Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007.   

 

The law establishes a grant program for joint ventures between American and Israeli business, government, 

academic and nonprofit entities aimed at developing alternative sources of energy. The two countries signed an 

implementation agreement in May 2008 to further U.S. and Israeli cooperation on advanced renewable energy 

and technologies.   

 

Activities authorized under the agreement include collaborative research and development of new and improved 

sources of alternative energy. The fiscal year 2009 Energy and Water House Appropriations Bill included $2 

million for the grant program and the corresponding Senate bill included $5 million.  

 

The impact of the agreement is already being felt as Israel plans to become the first country to begin mass 

deployment of electric cars. Better Place, a company that aims to reduce global dependency on oil through the 

creation of a transportation infrastructure that supports electric vehicles, chose Israel to be the first market in 

which to deploy its model.  

 

Further, an Israeli company has recently announced that it found a way to capitalize on the pressure that is 

created by the weight of cars on the road in order to produce electricity. The companyôs aim is to produce 

commercial quantities of electricity that would help power streetlights, reducing costs and increasing efficiency.   

 

The project was developed by scientists at Innowattech, a startup company partially owned by Israelôs Technion 

Institute, and is soon to be piloted on a short section of road in northern Israel, in conjunction with Israelôs 

Department of Public Works.  

 

With Israeli scientists and engineers at the forefront of 

renewable energy research and development, enhanced 

cooperation between the U.S. and Israel could significantly 

benefit both countries.   
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Sarah Jacobs 
 

Our daughter, Sarah, will be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on April 4. Sarah is a 7
th
 grade student at 

Reuben Gittelman Hebrew Day School, which she has been attending since preschool. In addition to being an 

excellent, hard-working, and responsible student, Sarah also brings to the world a wonderful smile, a warm 

heart and a great sense of humor. Sarah enjoys listening to music, reading novels, and spending time with her 

friends and family, especially her sister Emma. A lover of dance, Sarah has been taking lessons for ten years. 

She also enjoys summer camp where she loves playing lacrosse.  
 

Starting late last year, Sarah has been volunteering at the Jewish Family Services Food Pantry where she packs 

and distributes groceries. For her Mitzvah Project, she decorated empty wine bottles with wrapping paper, using 

the decoupage technique. These bottles were then sold as flower vases to raise money for St. Judeôs Childrenôs 

Research Hospital. Our family much appreciates Rabbi Scheff, Rabbi Drill, and Cantor Yucht for all their 

guidance in helping make this day special for us. Sarah, we are so proud of all your hard work and are 

overjoyed to share this special day with you! 

With love, Mom and Dad  
 

 

Jared Fink 
 

Our son, Jared, will be called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on April 4 in the afternoon. He is a 7
th
 grader 

attending Nyack Middle School and he has been enrolled in Religious School since kindergarten. Jared has a 

talent and love for the piano. He enjoys jamming with friends and playing a variety of instruments. He is an 

avid reader and a creative writer. Jared is an incredible big brother to Joshua and he shares this ñbig brotherò 

warmth with all of the younger children he comes into contact with. 
 

Jaredôs Mitzvah Project was to perform a piano concert to raise money for Doctors Without Borders. He worked 

diligently to prepare for this important event, which was held on March 15
th
. 

 

We are grateful to the many people who have helped Jared to reach this important milestone in his life and ours. 

We are so very proud of the special person Jared is. 

Deborah and Dave Alter 
 

Dana Sokol 
 

Our daughter, Dana, will become a Bat Mitzvah on April 18. Dana is a 7
th
 grade honor student at South 

Orangetown Middle School. She has been a member of the OJC her whole life, attending the Religious School 

since kindergarten. 
 

Danaôs enthusiasm for her Judaism is apparent through her OJC involvement as well as her nine years as a 

camper at Camp Ramah, Nyack. She also enjoys playing soccer and softball, performing in plays, and spending 

time with friends. Dana is a caring and compassionate person. For her Mitzvah Project, she will be raising 

money to support the Masorti Movementôs program The Bar/Bat Mitzvah for the Special Needs Child. This 

program provides special needs children in Israel with the opportunity to study Torah and become a Bar/Bat 

Mitzvah. 
 

We are tremendously proud of Dana in all her accomplishments, and in her dedication in preparing for her Bat 

Mitzvah. We are looking forward to sharing this joyous simcha with our OJC community. We love you, Dana! 
 

Kim Lori, Howard, Alana and Lauren Sokol 
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The Wednesday Night Group 

 

 

On Wednesday nights, during the year, a group of retired and semi-retired men gather together for 

approximately four hours of pleasant company. The group consists of members of OJC as well as friends of the 

synagogue and, depending on the evening, we could have from 7 to 16 of us spending this time together. 
 

At the end of the evening we make sure that we collect $100 each week as a contribution to OJC. After we 

accumulate a decent amount, we decide, with Rabbi Scheffôs input, what should be done with these funds: 
 

Here is a list of what the Wednesday Night Group has done for OJC in the past: 
 

1 Contribution to the Dr. Seymour Cohen Torah Fundééé..$10,000 
 

2 Contribution to the OJC Nursery Schooléééééééé. $4,000 
 

3 Contribution for outside lighting of the stained glass 

                 windows in the Sanctuaryéééééééééééé.......$3,200 
. 

4. Contribution for plaque in the buildingéééééééé.é. $400 

 

   5.   Contribution for bricks placed on the island in front   

    of the main entranceéééééééééééééééé..  $800 
 

6. Contribution for prayer bookséééééééééééé.Amount not available  
 

7.   Contribution to the Israeli Lone Soldierôs Fundéé..éé.é.$1,000 
. 

 

         A total (as of January 2009) ofééééééééééééé.. $19,400+ 
 

 

We are very proud of what we have done so far and it is our purpose to continue with other programs to benefit 

the Orangetown Jewish Center and Israel. Most recently, we underwrote the cost of the ñShlock Rockò program 

on February 28
th
 for which the entire proceeds were donated to the town of Sderot. 

 

Here are the current members of the Wednesday Night Group. Members of OJC: Abe Barbash, George 

Bereznick, Marvin Feller, Louis Katz, Gerald Marenoff, Barry Rogers, Henry Rosen, Walter Sadowsky and 

Bennett Silver. Non-members/friends of OJC: Bernard Cohen, Norman Herman, Carlo Minuto and David 

Talmas. Former members of the Wednesday Night Group who were participants in the collection of these funds 

over the years: Fred Adelson, Gil Cohen, Gus Mazei, Alex Pechman, Jerry Reiken, Len Rosenwasser and Irving 

Schulsinger 
 

If you are a young male between the ages of 55 and 120 and would like more information concerning this group 

please call Henry Rosen at (845) 624-5934. 

  

The Wednesday Night Group  
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