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The Rabbi’s Desk: Three Key Symbols of the Passover Seder

My friend Walter is a playwright. He tends to be critical of most Jewish moments that |
describe as fAbrilliantly conceived, o tell]
be far more dramatic. As you might imagine, we have an ongoing debate about the Pesa
Seder. While | praise the order, the Symposia style questions, thg engag fAyou we
gualities of the Haggadah, he points out the lack of pacing, the loss of the plot somewhere in Maggid and
interminable wait for what he considers to be the climactic moment: Shulchan Orekh (he loosely translates t
as: Ltle.t 6s ea

There is a moment in our Passover Seder, however, thatisaendo a big fan like ndeto be a dramatic

|l et down. Itdés a moment that seemingly should <cor
section, it could at least have a hibre excitement or dramatic punch. In an effort to strengthen my case
against my rituatritical friend Walter, | decided to look deeper into this particular moment. | share my findings
with you because my guess is that we all have a Walter in our lives.

We read a Tal mudic quotation of Rabban Gamliel,
following three symbols of the Seder on Passover evening has not fulfilled his obligation. The three are t
Pesach lamb, the matzah and the maror fithet t er her b] . 0 What potenti al
sage establishing a minimum requirement for our Passover eve observance. Now after many (and some in
family would say many, many, many) pages of the Haggadah, it seems that the truiglessamings of this
gat hering wil/l be reveal ed. Il nstead, each symbol
And we move on. To me, it has always felt anticl
proclamation, buso little is offered. With a nod to my friend Walter, | figured that | must not have looked
deeply enough at these points.

At a basic level, these three symbols constitute the menu at the original Seder, the meal that took place in E
beforewe actdal vy | ef t : The I sraelites dAwill eat it [the
and with bitter herbso Shdémot 12:8. We are supp-
who went free from Egypt. It makes sense thatsiweuld understand what we ate that fateful night when the
Israelite firstborn were saved and Pharaoh was at last convinced to let us leave.

Many haggadot point out that the three food symbols direct us to three progressive historical moments in
Exodus: maror represents the bitterness of being slaves, the Pesach lamb captures both the fear anc
anticipation on the night when the Israelite houses were passed over by the Angel of Death, and the mat
stands for the morning when the slaves rusheavihtno time for their dough to rise.

(continued on p. 14)
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From the President’s Pen

On Sunday, March 1, four aeen from our synagogue were honored at a breakfast sponsorec
by the Womends Divi si on Theré wetehadotalSof tavdlve womén |
chosen to receive this honor from synagogues and Jewish organizations in Rockland Coun
Members of the @ngetown Jewish Center accounted for one third of the honorees.

Although this was not a contest to see which shul would have the most honorees in the county, it does
something about the people we attract at the OJC, especially the women who makerganization. Anne
Zbar was recognized by the JCC of West Nyack, Paulette Viana was recognized by the Jewish Federatiol
Rockland County, Wendy Cowe®mith was recognized by the Reuben Gittelman Hebrew Day School, and
Hannah Roth was chosen as tloadree from OJCAIl of these women were recognized for their contributions
to their organization, to the Jewish community, and to the State of Israel.

The breakfast, which was very well attended, had a significant OJC representation that includeitamddy

and both of our rabbisVhile | am proud of each honoree, the one person who brought about the stronge:
reaction from all of the attendees was Handek. | s at and watched Hannahoos
tears in my eyed hough Icontinue to be amazed by all of the work that our fellow congregants do every day
on behalf of the Jewish community, my tears had nothing to do withTimey. did not come about because |
am a parbf an amazing organizatiomhey came about because | vilamking about the pride and joy Hal and
Debbie Roth must have beenlftédasl mognechdrsi ng kidarnrmals
the time, energy and hard work that it takes to be president.

And speaking of hssiblydaccanaplisk much of anybhing vadtimo6t ta strpny Executive Board
and Board of Trustee$he annual congregational meeting of the OJC is scheduled for May 11,It280&t

that meeting that at least 6 candidates will be nominated for positions ondleedd Trustees. The Nominating
Committee, chaired by Bernie Schiffmiller, is hard at work preparing the list of nominees that will be present
that night We are likely to have more candidates than positions this year, but | still encourage all Ipotenti
candidates to contact Bernie for consideratibis. very encouraging to know that so many people are willing to
step up into positions of leadershihe OJC cannot exist without all of its volunteers and no synagogue has &
more dedicated membershi@thwe do.

B6Shal om, and keep smiling!

Glenn Hirsh




From Ritual: The High Cost of Being Jewish

For a group often accused of being fAchea]
We already know that unlike churches, where collectioteplpassed at Sunday services
seem to yield enough to cover their whole budget, we Jews are faced with high monthl
dues and appeal after appeal. Unlike our neighbors, we try to outdo one another wit
extravagant bar and bat mitzvah celebrations.

Many of us send our children to private day schools, costing as much or more than college cost in my day.
are obligated to fulfill the mitzvah of giving tzedakah. No wonder we urge our children to become
professionals!

And then we get to Passover.

Aslwrite t his col umn, Nohra and | just finished revi
community Seder. The ritual committee directed us to do everything we can to keep the prices down this yea
that more of our members can affordjao in this wonderful Passover experience. But réalyisket $25 a
pound? Gefilte fish at $14 a loaf? Mashed potatoes $8 a pound? And we all know how the markets inflate
prices of food marked kosher for Pesach.

So for this mon twe éosld exgdreuimat it is dboutf Pesgah that dhakes the price of koshet
food so high.

It is all the fault ofchametz The Torah specifies that for eatidgametzthe punishment is spiritual excision of
the offenderds soul f Wnbkenthe starsdards éddshratfor ahe sedt of phe year,tthe G
prohibition against eatinghametzapplies even to the smallest particle. During the rest of the year many rabbis
agree that if kosher food comes in contact with akasher food it is still &sher if the notkosher contaminant
occurs in minuscule quantity, diluted by the kosher food. Not when it conobsuhoetzon Passover, however.
Therefore, the preparation of a factory or a restaurant to switch from kosher to kosher for Passover.is intel
So much so that most kosher restaurants close for Passover.

How about factories? Most of the foods we buy in the market are factory produced. Depending on the proces
carried out on a factoryods equi p metobrealddowni nrachineryh e
clean andkasherit and then reassemble it. In researching this column, | came across an interesting artic
illustrating the extra expenses incurred in making faepvepared food kosher for Passover. The example used
is creatingkosher for Passover dates. Can there bekosher dates? On Passover there can. It turns out that
most dates we buy are dusted with oat flour to prevent the fruit from sticking together. The OU had tl
manufacturer clean andashera set of trays to besed exclusively for the Passover dates, as well as drying
rooms and steam rooms used for processing. To become kosher, clean trays were required to sit in a s¢
room for 24 hours and then were put empty into a steam room until they were wet from edrateam. The
trays were then filled with raw dates and sealed in the hydration room. On the day of packing, the OU ral
returned, unsealed the steam room, kaheredhe necessary number of trays for dehydrating the dates. The
dates were then removein the previous trays, moved to the new trays, and put into the dehydrating tunne
The OU rabbi then supervised the packing of all the dates.

The moral? Passover is expensive, but maybe the manufacturers and retailers are not really taking @dvanta
an opportunity to rake in extra profit. Maybe we really get what we pay for.

On behalf of the Ritual Committee, we wish all a sweet and kosher Pesach. We hope to see huge numbers ¢
community Seder on Thursday, April 9.

Ken Leff | Ritual Chair



From the Edpucational Dirvector’s Desk

As Pesachappr oaches, I remember when I di s
charosed applescinnamon, walnuts, honey and Manischewitz \birveas not sacred. | was
standing at the kitchen table dutifullyagping walnuts, when my sister asked my mother if
we could add some dates and figs. The 1o
like when we asked to stop using the Maxwell Hoiaggadotii Dat es? Fi gs ?0
asked in astonidcgdmemits ? ¢ Wihlootwo udfd peopl e

fiSephardimy | recal l thinking to myself. What was th
their charosetu nb ek nown st to me? My moAshkemazifEastern Ewopga@nd w a <
tradition is VERY important to me. But when my children were young and | found outithedisetcomes in

more varieties than any other Jewish food, we decided to add to our sacred recipe by creating togethe
smorgasbord of differemharoset.The peparation has become a grBasachradition, with a lot of wonderful
memories for my family. If you googleharoseton the Internet, you will find over 85,000 different entries!!
Here are two favorite varieties we usually prepare:

South American : Yields 56 cups: 1 pear, 3 apples, peeled, cored and diced, 3 bananas, peeled a
mashed, 1 Ib pitted dates, ¥z Ib blanched almonds, 2 T ground cinnamon, 1 cup sweet wine. Combine and p
in a food processor, then simmer in a saucepan over low heat fomlifesn Cool, cover and refrigerate 2
hours.

Greek: Yields 3 cups: 1 ¥ cups of finely chopped dates, 1 large orange, %2 cup of honey, cinnamon a
ground clove to taste, ¥z cup each of finely chopped almonds and walnuts and 5 oz. of sweet red wiee. Pee
orange, cut into pieces and remove the seeds, add the chopped dates and mash into a paste, put into the tc
double boiler over gently simmering water, stir about 20 minutes until thick. Add cloves, cinnamon, and wir
and simmer, remove from the hestir in the nuts and turn into a bowl and cool.

Besides being a fun way to prepare for the holiday, it is also a great way to teach children that Je
celebratdPesachall over the world.

The month of April Nisan/lya) abounds with celebratn, remembrance, and commemoration of
important events in Jewish history. Our school proudly had our Jewish History Museum again this year wi
amazing studerntreated exhibits depicting AncienTdrah and Prophej)s Holocaust, Modern Israel, and
AmericanJewish History. Our students will learn all about the history, laws, customs, ahthgigadahin
preparation foPesachand our fun schoelide festivities. During this month we also remem¥em HaShoah
and the six million Jewish people massacred duttiegHolocaust. Our™ 6" and 7' grade students will join
with other children from synagogDeas Estheb tOHfeand@b c k
grade students and their families are invited to the OJC community commemoration dligraufk&chool.

Both our lower (k2) and upper (&) schools will proudly celebraté o m Ha o6 At Esmaaéel 0s |1
Day. Watch for details!

These are times we all must remember and be thankful for the strength and perseverance of
ancestors anaf Israel, our homeland.

May you and your loved ones have a happy, healthy memdrasizch a meaningfulyom HaShoah
andajoyou¥ om HaodAt zmaut
B6 Shalc

Sandy Borowsky

Visit our school 6s video gal l er y skarning with excittnem and . t
joy! See our Model Wedding, Jewish Trinkets and Treasures, Kippot for Kepis and MORE!



THE ORANGETOWN JEWISH CENTER
NURSERY SCHOOL
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IS now registering for 2009

Fun, Creative, Developmental Secular and Jewish Curriculum
Literacy, Art, Music, Science, Mat h,

The personal attention each child deserves!

Create, Explore, Discover, and Experience
Build Self -Esteem and Make New Friends

Loving and Nurturing Staff 0 Great Student/Teacher Ratio
Affordabl e Tuition/ Flexible Schedules/ Extended Days
Member Discount/ Free Memberships for New Enrollees

New Playground/ Summer Kiddie Kamp

TERRIFIC TWOS- 2 AND 3 DAY A WEEK OPTIONS
THRILLING THREES - 3 DAYS A WEEK, EXTENDED DAYS AVAILABLE
FABULOUS FOURS 5 DAYS A WEEK, EXTENDED DAYS AVAILABLE
AFTERNOON ENRICHMENT- MONDAY --FRIDAY NOON to 2PM

Cooking, Messy Play, Science Experiments, Jewish Culture Club
BABY NOWHBRDRESDAYS-11-12AM- for ages 12- 24 months

KIDDIE KAMP - July - August 10 for 2, 3, and ylear oldsMondays, Wednesdays, Fridays
Kiddie Pools anBun ThemesSummer Treats, Bugs and Critters, Silly Animals,
Oceans of Fun, Silly Hat Day, Stuffed Animal Show, lots more fun!

PLEASE JOIN US AT OUR OPEN HOUSES:

Welcome Shabbat with our Nursery School Community
on April 3 ™ or 24 t at 11am for songs, snack, and fun
Stay and Play on April 22" 10am i 11 am

EVERYONE IS WELCOME! TELL YOUR FRIENDS!
JOIN US FOR A FREE CLASS AND TOUR OF OUR SCHOOL!

Please call Sandra Borowsky, MS. Ed, Educational Direct or, at
(845) 398 -3982, ext. 110 to RSVP, register, or for more information.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT www.theojc.org

Shabb




NEFESH

Nurturing Education for Families and Exceptional Students i Halleluyah!

Learn about programs, resources and support for Jewish children with disabilities and their families.

The Orangetown Jewish Center is presenting a series of speakers who will discuss how to foster the
educational, spiritual, social and cultural aspects of Jewish children with exceptionalities throughout our
community.

The FREE series will take place at 8:00 on the following Monday evenings:

4/27 7 Alternative Strategies and Techniques:
Mariola Strahlberg, MS, EE/ CS, L. Ac, Founder of

5/18i AiHow Di ffi dwl tBe@an Th
Video by Richard Lavoie, M.A., M.Ed. A must-see for every parent, grandparent,
older sibling and teacher about understanding learning disabilities.

6/151 B6 Tz el em:HBuérwohrdcious Child is Created in the Image of God:
Rabbi Paula Mack Drill, Associate Rabbi of the Orangetown Jewish Center

Come to one discussion or alll We hope this will be the beginning of programs and services advocating for inclusion in
religious schools and camps as well as the formation of family support groups and activities.

*Refreshments will be served. To RSVP or for more information, please contact Sandra Borowsky, MS. Ed., at (845) 398-
3982 or at ojcschool@gmail.com

The True Story of Gefilte Fish

| am upset by people who think that gefilte fistsome kind of mixture you make in the kitchen rather than one of the
Lorddéds creatures. This |l eads me to explain exactly wlt

Each year, as soon as the frost on the Great Gefilte Lakes (upstate New York) is thin enough te buetcéfrum
fishermen set out to catch gefilte fish. Unlike normal fish, gefilte fish cannot be caught with a rod and reel or stande
bait. The art of catching gefilte fish was handed down for thousands of years. For all | know Moses used te fishgefilt
catching. 1 dm sure that when he wasnodét playing doct or

So how is it done? Well, you go up to the edge of the lake with some matzo. It has to be Manischewitz matzo or
fish weotntértacbhteed. You stand at the edge of the | ake, v
smell of the matzo. They gather at the edge of the lake, jump into jars, and are bottled on the spot.

Remember that there are two kindgyefilte fish: the strong and the weak. The weak are in a loose broth (actually the
|l ake water). The strong are special. Theyodére in a e
caught in the Dead Sea. They must be strong to led@bwim through that jell.

Last year a gentleman tried to correct me by stati:l

heart to tell him that boychick i s 0 dnyddbrew land,&pridinglg, e f i
Engli sh. Therebs been a big debate on whether to us:
accepted by al most all gefilte fisher men. Some stildl

and theefore not acceptable. However, the Congress of OU rabbis (who must be present at the lakes when the fish
bottled) uniformly accept fAHere boy! o

The time of the catch is very important . Tideredcharmetzh ¢
Besides, the fish know when Pesach is coming and will not respond to matzo before the proper time.

lOm still bot hered by which end of the fish is the
eyes are). Tlsiis a small price to pay for the luxury of eating this delicacy. Have you ever had he baby gefilte fish? O
theybébre so cute | feel a |little qguilty eating them.

Rebbe ltzik Fishberger



OJCO0OS ONGOI NG LEARNI NG A

April 2009

Text and Context
Thursdays: 10 a.nd.11 a.m., April 2, 23, and 30
Parashat hashavua (the weekly Torah portion) with Rabbi Scheff

Torah né Treats
Wednesday, 12:00 p.rd.1:30 p.m., April 22
Studlies in the Book of Prophets with Rabbi Scheff

Toward a Purposeful JewisHd.
Monday, April 13, 11 a.r.2:30 p.m.
Jewish ethics with Rabbr Drill:
aViiddot and Mussar: Selfmp r ove ment t he Jewi sh

Theodicyd The Study of God and Evil
Monday, April 27 at 7:30 p.m.
Join Rabbi Drill for a year of exploring the question ofbabithings happen

Friday Night Lecture Series with Dr. Marty Cohen

Friday, April 24 during 7:00 p.m. Shabbat service
"Who cares how the Mishkan (the portable Ark of the desert) was built?"

Tal mud Bd&ki ut
Wednesday, April 29 at 7:30 p.m.
Join Rabbi Sciiéand Rabbi Drill for Hevruta (partnered learning)
and Shiur (class lesson) as we make our way through
t he Baby/l/ onian Tal mudds tractate

lyyun Tefillah
Saturday at 8:45 a.m., resumes May 2
An in-depth exploration of the Shabbi&ingy with Rabbi Drill



Join Rabbi Craig Scheff, Rabbi Paula Mack Drill,
and fellow members of the OJC at AIPAC’s Policy Conference.
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AIPAC Policy. Conferenee

May 3-5, 2009 Waﬁhlngton D&

\

For more information about joining the CIC delegation, please contact
QIC lsrael Affairs Chairman Allen Levinson at {201) 934-9254 or by email at Allen@SaddleRiverAdvisorscom.




Where youoll al ways f

Spring is here, and with it comes the holiday of Passover. By the time you read this, everybody will be well into plannir
mode f or t hé& whowilkleecoinmg irBamdiveno veill be traveling where.

Mishloach Manot2009 was a great success. We would like to thank the following people: Carol Baker, Ina Filip, Adels
Garber, Judi Librot, Mimi Rosenstock, and Andrea Weinberger. Without them the beltligifilbach Manotpackages

you received would not have bepassible. A big shout out to the area captains (you know who you are), and all of the
drivers who made it possible for 525 families to receiveMighloach Manotpackages. We appreciate all their hard
work, time and dedication. Another thank you goestouhe 2530 people/children who showed up to help pack the
basket s. I't was a wonderful and inspiring sight to s
work. o An extra thank you to t he nWeourrdegendydlishlokch Manbty f
bags!!

An amazing Torah Fund program was put together by Na
This is a documentary that features our very own Rabbi Scheff and Rabbi Drill. The prograad aferemendous
insight into the decisions our rabbis were faced with when they decided on a career change. We are fortunate as w
benefit now from their tremendous spiritual leadership and insight. Torah Fund is a project of Women's League |
Consevative Judaism on behalf of The Jewish Theological Seminary, the Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies, and t
Schechter Institute for Jewish Studies

On March 1, 2009, at New City Jewish Center, four women from OJC were honored at a breakfasedoyntuoe
Womenos Di vi sion of t he St @®&mith, Harfhah Rath, Raelétte Bana, drel :AnnéVgbard
These women are wonderful and have a lot to offer the Jewish community. Everyone who was there witnessed a histo
moment for IsraeBonds: a 14yearold being honored. She is an amazing young lady and a role model faualy and

old. Mazal tov to all the families of the honorees.

Are you looking for a new Seder plate for Passover? Matzoh cover anyone? Remember to visit oyr gifdstteeck
out our new arrivals. Competitive pricing, no delivery charges, and excellent service! Call Frieda Seidner (8365359
or Gladys Weiss (845) 352318 for all of your gift needs!

For more details on all of our events, pleaseremeemb t o check your mail in
OJC, 0 and the O0OJC website: http: www. t heoj c. o
for you and the entire OJC community. Make the OJC Sisterpymadsistehood!

Hag Pesach Sameach,

Cindy& Cedine

*** Sunday May 31 is the Israeli Day Parade in New York City. ***
*** Come on out and march with OJC & Rockland Community. More info to follow. ***
10



Mends Club

As Passover draws near | begin to think aboutetiteee event as told in the Haggadah:
how Moses heard Goddés word and became a
he did what had to be done to take us out of Egypt. | realize how this applies to the Man ¢
the Year Award.

The 0OJC MbeOoam€l phart of the Hudson Valll e
3l and we were delighted to name Phil Mosne

will be held on May 14, 2009. We will be honoring both a Man of the Year and a Youth of the Yeafo(t

of the Year will be our Bruce Cowen Scholarship Award winner and will be selected after March 15. Watch ft

the announcement.

The process of selecting the Man of the Year is somewhat contradictory. On the one hand, the honoree
Me n 6 s @nbar Who giees service to the OJC without seeking any recognition for himself. He does wh:e
needs to be done. Period. However, we then recognize his effort and service, which is the opposite of why
does things! With all that in mind, we have chosen dléyshman as our Man of the Year. We hope you will
support him with journal ads and your presence at the dinner.

On a more serious note, the Mends Club will be i
the Holocaust alive. You will be retving an informative letter, a yellow candle, and instructions for its use.
We hope that you will support this effort with your donations, which we will use to build a new sukkah an
expand our scholarship program.

April 25 is Menodoswe&l hudn &rh atbtbag e ame whhe rcshh who have
year. We hope to have some men take on the challenge of reading Torah for the first time. The following c
we will feature Dave Price, the morning weatherman on -TBSHe will share anecdes and some video
clips. We are opening this program to the entire county and there will be an $18 charge for the event. For
additional fee, people can have brunch with Dave
t i me. 0 eAugds raised will dupport the scholarship and the new sukkah.

Finally, the Federation of Jewish Menbés Clubs i s
on July 15 . The focus is Meno6s healt h. das, imadudireg plans forbar i
health fair in the coming year.

| f you were fortunate enough to see t hecEleHabai CI
the same way again. | hope that your Passover is happily shared with family and friesmderbrance of our
journey from slaves to free men and women.

Sincerely,

Bart Bookman,
Menods Club P
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Tanakh Thoughts by Marty Cohen

By the time you read this article, | will have just given lecture number one humdreg series of Friday
evening talks. | would like to take this opportunity to explain how it all came about.

About fourteen years ago, OJC did not have a permanent rabbi and had engaged Rabbi Paul Shuchalter, i
interim, to be our weekend rabbi ama lbe available for lifeycle events. Rabbi Shuchalter was a retired
congregational rabbi and for two years served us very well.

However, though he was willing to lead a Conservative congregation, Rabbi Shuchalter was strictly Orthodox
heart and what &as especially difficult for me personally was that his sermons on biblical issues were based
literal and fundamentalist interpretation. (By now you know how | feel about that.) Even worse, for me, we
that midrashic legends were presented as if theg a®wralid and binding as Tanakh, and this was driving me a
bit crazy.

So in speaking with the OJC leadership at the time, | volunteered to give -a-omogh lecture on biblical
topics as an adult education program for the congregation as part ofidhg €vening service. | had given
many talks before this, but not on such a regular basis and not solely on Tanakh. My offer was accepted by
leadership, approved by the rabbi, and so it began.

My main goal then was the same as it is now, both in ¥redening lectures and in this monti$haliach
column: namely, that the Hebrew bible should be looked upon as the result of a historical process. It was
standardized for hundreds of years and it reflected the experiences and aspirations of theedplesit the
times that its various segments became fixed. Such writings need not be taken literally to have great meat
for us. This philosophy is very much in accordance with the founding principles of Conservative Judaism ove
hundred years ago. €h it was calledWissenschaft des Judentynes the scientific study of Judaism, a
philosophy embraced by our founders, including the first chancellor of the Jewish Theological Seminary, C
Solomon Schechter. These principles are now reflected througt®@iddur and Chumash that are used at
0OJC and so, | believe, are totally relevant to what we are all about.

To his great credit, Rabbi Shuchalter granted me complete freedom of the pulpit and never once asked m
withhold or alter my position, whiclsi not t o say t hat I Afconvertedo
continued to present Tanakh and midrash as seemed best from his point of view, but he showed the utr
respect for an alternative philosophy.

Eventually, our pulpit committee intervied and recommended Rabbi Scheff as our new leader (after he hac
served as our cantor for a time) even while he was still at the rabbinical school of the JTS. As a Conserva
Jew, Rabbi Scheff usually comes to the same conclusions that | do althougimesme a different route, and

| believe we are both committed to the same overall interpretation of Tanakh.

That being the case, after a short period of time with Rabbi Scheff as our leader, | no longer felt compelled
speak only about Conservativailpsophy on Tanakh and so my lectures branched out into the entire space
time continuum of the Jewish experience.

0Ti | much more than 120, Il hopel
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From the Editor: So How Come the Green Bags Were Blue?

Y es, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. OopsinBdirong profound answer to wrong profound question. The
really deep and puzzling query is a Jewish one: Why werShhlach Manogreen bags blue?

| was not especially concerned with this discrepancy until Purim night, when amidst all the festndties a
zaniness, a voice of reason (it was Allen Levinson, who is ALWAYS a voice of reason) asked me point blar
ACan you t eS$hhlachmManovlgst wer e bl u e-2hair of theoQuegring Committee c «
(lovingly referred to as GangGreen), anidl wsually admit to (almost) anything, | had to say that | was as much

in the dark as Al l en was. Trul vy, I had nothing
pl ease dondét shoot the messenge occupidd®Fwof neysatsentionahats a
night, but a little nudgy thought kept poking at me. Why indeed were the green bags blue?

Later that night, flipping through my handandyC 1 i f f 6 s N bfduredsa 61Bhage &datise on just that
subject: bluebagy t hat are supposed to be green. Amazing,
the rabbis of old just as it troubles us today? Rapidly committing the 613 pages to memory, | discovered th:
was just as confused as before. In the fifth wegns.C.E, Rabbi Kelly Green debated loud and long with Rabbi
Cerulean Blue the weighty and intricate differences to be observed on a purely philosophical level betwe
green and blue. Their conclusion, unfortunately, was marred by a great splotch phiblusideby-side with

an equally great splotch of green, which indicates to scholars that the two rabbis tried unsuccessfully to sc
their dilemma with a paintball fight.

In the second centur.C.E, two other distinguished rabbis entered the saefat@. Their names are lost to
antiquity because it is said that they attempted to enter Paradise, one dressed in blue from head to toe, the
dressed in green, only to find that the dress code of Paradise was beige. Booted out on their rabbin
postriors, they continued their argument all the way to Gehenna, where the archives of the controversy w
destroyed by the unusually hot flames leaping up from that other place. We accept this story because R:
Scheff says itbés true.

Still later, in 142, to be exact, a song was published declaring that Christopher Columbus (who we all no
know was Jewish, possibly Hasidic), sailed the ocean blue. What is less known is that Columbus was cc
blind (Rabbi Drill swears to this) and that Maimonides (whe, wmu st n6t f or get, was
absolute authority that the ocean was actually green, due to the overwhelming presence of algae, spinach |
(remember, Columbus was born in Italy), and a second plague of frogs. Historically, this ishe/Heres
between blue and green truly became fuzzy (along with this fuzzy logic) and the confusion has persisted e
since.

Moving on to modern times and local places, our hidden camera zoomed in on the OJC Sisterhood volunte
who packaged the lovelshalach Manotofferings for the congregation. Apparently, everyone thought the bags
were going to be green. When they turned up blue, the wily Sisterhepdcesi dent s sai d,

|l ots of new c¢clothes. d Now we alblt kweoaw i wilgat stoh &
blue/green bags should be obvious to us all. THE BLUE BAGS ARE GREEN! Sure they are! And the candy
the bags is pure gold, the hamentaschen are-fimled blank checks, and the messages inside are cold cash
Yeah,thabs t he ticket.

So, Virginia, there may or may not be a Santa Claus, but for Allen and all other Jews who seek meaning
answers to meaningful questions, the blue bags are green. Selah!

Judy Cohen

P.S. A serious thank you to the Weinberger familyforda t i ng al | the super, reu
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(Rabbi 6s message, continued from p. 1)

The symbols take on more significance when we adhere to the true directive of the Passover Seder: .
guestions! When | point to the shank bone representing tlaelireffering, |1 ask: What sacrifices would | make
for freedom today? What would | be willing to leave behind? About the Matzah | might say: The bread c
affliction became the bread of redemption. The very abruptness of the deliverance reminds me taat help
come even in the eleventh hour, even when we least expect it. Are we ready to meet that redemption whe
beckons to us? And finally | turn toward the Maror and realize that it is easy to talk about our historical bonda
sitting in the warmth and cdiort of our Seder. How much harder, how much more real it would be to
experience the pain of those who live in bitterness and oppression today. Who are those people? Are
mindful of the many types of enslavement in the human condition today™Mah@ reminds me of the
obligation to work toward the end of slavery of any kind, wherever it exists.

Rabban Gamliel tells us to look at the symbols that lie before us. Could it be that with all of our readin:
stories, blessings and questions through the Sedstilvbave not seen and spoken about that which is most
important to us, those things we need to learn this year as we go forth from Egypt yet again? There is so m
that lies before us, readily seen if we but open our eyes and take notice.

This year,at Passover, may we fulfill the requirement of telling the story by remembering that all we
need to learn is right in front of us. If you ever meet my friend Walter, do me a favor. Tell him how much yo
love the drama of the Seder night!

Hag Pesach Sameach

Rabbi Paula Mack Drill

Oh the places we will have been and the places we will go!

We entertained, we taught, and we slaved. We fed, we served, and we braved.
0OJC community, we want to thank you all. You rose to the occasion; you rose to the call.

From Avram Kitchen to Rosina Housing, from Robin Décor to Bruce Rebel Rousing,

From Rabbi D, our rock, to Rabbi S, our inspiration, from Krista, our savior, to Mitch, our
motivation

We may have played | i ke the c hcoverg noesobiaaree. ar e . But
Dr. Seuss was the theme, but Israel the game. We learned what to do, to speak out, all the
same.

We made sandwiches for thousands and are proud to say OJC and Koach USY helped to
make a difference today.

It is important for ust o appreciate, please take a bow.
But mark your calendars for Kinnus March 2012 right now!

With much gratitude,
Sharon Rappaport, Youth Director
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INITIATIVE

WALPAS Middle Easgisia

A Green Agreement

In an era of booming populations, shrinking resources, environmental degradation aneliavee on fossil
fuels for energy, | srael is a world | eader-edgen ¢
technologies promis@timprove energy efficiency as well as reduce oil dependence, while making the industr
more efficient and minimizing the environmental impact of human activities.

As the United States focuses on energy security issues, Congress and the adminigt@tsonidght to expand
cooperation with |srael to harness the Jewismdt s
Energy Cooperation Act as part of the Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007.

The law establishes a grant prograon joint ventures between American and Israeli business, government,
academic and nonprofit entities aimed at developing alternative sources of energy. The two countries signec
implementation agreement in May 2008 to further U.S. and Israeli coopeoatiadvanced renewable energy
and technologies.

Activities authorized under the agreement include collaborative research and development of new and impro
sources of alternative energy. The fiscal year 2009 Energy and Water House Appropriationsusidd $2
million for the grant program and the corresponding Senate bill included $5 million.

The impact of the agreement is already being felt as Israel plans to become the first country to begin m
deployment of electric cars. Better Place, a cargghat aims to reduce global dependency on oil through the
creation of a transportation infrastructure that supports electric vehicles, chose Israel to be the first marke
which to deploy its model.

Further, an Israeli company has recently announicatlit found a way to capitalize on the pressure that is
created by the weight of cars on the road in or
commercial quantities of electricity that would help power streetlights, reducing costeaasing efficiency.

The project was developed by scientists at I nnow
Il nstitute, and is soon to be piloted on a short
Depatment of Public Works.

With Israeli scientists and engineers at the forefront of

renewable energy research and development, enhanced
cooperation between the U.S. and Israel could significantly

benefit both countries.
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April B'nai Mitzvah

N
R
SarahJacobs

Our daughter, Sarah, will be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on April 4. Saraff rad@ student at
Reuben Gittelman Hebrew Day School, which she has been attending since preschool. In addition to beinc
excellent, harevorking, and resonsible student, Sarah also brings to the world a wonderful smile, a warm
heart and a great sense of humor. Sarah enjoys listening to music, reading novels, and spending time with
friends and family, especially her sister Emma. A lover of dance, $@asbeen taking lessons for ten years.
She also enjoys summer camp where she loves playing lacrosse.

Starting late last year, Sarah has been volunteering at the Jewish Family Services Food Pantry where she
and distributes groceries. For her Mithviaroject, she decorated empty wine bottles with wrapping paper, using
the decoupage technique. These bottles were then
Research Hospital. Our family much appreciates Rabbi Scheff, Rabbi dill,Cantor Yucht for all their

guidance in helping make this day special for us. Sarah, we are so proud of all your hard work and :

overjoyed to share this special day with you!
With love, Mom and Dad
Jared Fink

Our son, Jared, will be called to tAerah as a Bar Mitzvah on April 4 in the afternoon. He is"ayfader
attending Nyack Middle School and he has been enrolled in Religious School since kindergarten. Jared h:
talent and love for the piano. He enjoys jamming with friends and playingietyvaf instruments. He is an
avid reader and a creative writer. Jared is an i
warmth with all of the younger children he comes into contact with.

Jaredods Mitzvah Praogcencerttownasemoney forfDectofs WVithout Bordgrs. He worked
diligently to prepare for this important event, which was held on Marth 15

We are grateful to the many people who have helped Jared to reach this important milestone in his life and o
We are so very proud of the special person Jared is.

Deborah and Dave Alter
Dana Sokol

Our daughter, Dana, will become a Bat Mitzvah on April 18. Dana i¥ grade honor student at South
Orangetown Middle School. She has been a member of the OJ3thabler life, attending the Religious School
since kindergarten.

Danads enthusiasm for her Judaism is apparent t
camper at Camp Ramah, Nyack. She also enjoys playing soccer and softball, perfoptagg, iand spending
time with friends. Dana is a caring and compassionate person. For her Mitzvah Project, she will be raisi
money to support t he MaeBanwBatiMitzvab foetheeSpecial Neegs rChoilgis a m
program provides speciakads children in Israel with the opportunity to study Torah and become a Bar/Ba
Mitzvah.

We are tremendously proud of Dana in all her accomplishments, and in her dedication in preparing for her |
Mitzvah. We are looking forward to sharing this joyousaha with our OJC community. We love you, Dana!

Kim Lori, Howard, Alana and Lauren Sokol
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The Wednesday Night Group

On Wednesday nights, during the year, a group of retired and-reéred men gather together for
approximately four hours of pleasam@mpany. The group consists of members of OJC as well as friends of the
synagogue and, depending on the evening, we could have from 7 to 16 of us spending this time together.

At the end of the evening we make sure that we collect $100 each week askhamwomtto OJC. After we
accumul ate a decent amount, we decide, with Rabb

Here is a list of what the Wednesday Night Group has done for OJC in the past:
1 Contribution to the Dr. Seymour Cohen ToramFié é ¢ . . $10, 000
2 Contribution to the OJC Nursery School ééécéecéc

3 Contribution for outside lighting of the stained glass
windows in the Sanctuaryééeéééecéeééeéeée.......$9%

.4.Contribution for plaque in the buildingééédé:é:

5. Contribution for bricks placed on the island in front
of the main entranceeéééeéeééeéeéeéecéce. . $800

6. Contribution for prayer bookséééééeeeéeéeééé. Am

7 . Contribution to the | srael.@ Lone Sol dier o

/////////////

A tot al (as of January 2009) of éééeceeceeeéeééce.

We are very proud of what we have done so far and it is our purpose to continue with other programs to ber
the Orangetown Jewish Center and | sr&lellac WMoRdc ke
on February 28for which theentire proceedsvere donated to the town of Sderot.

Here are the current members of the Wednesday Night Group. Members of OJC: Abe Barbash, Geo
Bereznick, Marvin Feller, Louis Katz, Gerald MarenoffarB/ Rogers, Henry Rosen, Walter Sadowsky and
Bennett Silver. Nomimembers/friends of OJC: Bernard Cohen, Norman Herman, Carlo Minuto and Davic
Talmas. Former members of the Wednesday Night Group who were participants in the collection of these ful
over he years: Fred Adelson, Gil Cohen, Gus Mazei, Alex Pechman, Jerry Reiken, Len Rosenwasser and Irv
Schulsinger

If you are ayoungmale between the ages of 55 and 120 and would like more information concerning this grou
please call Henry Rosen at (8424-5934.

The Wednesday Night Group
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