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Avpril is a month to remember who we are. Passover marks the birth of the Jewish natic
through the transformative expergen of redemption from slaveryYom Hashoah

(v 6 Ha g 9,xhe day lof Holocaust (and Heroism) Renbeance, calls us to remember
individuals, families and communities who perished in a systematic attempt to exterminat

the Jewish natiorlYom Hazikaronlsra¢ 6 s Me mor i al Day, pays t
i daughters ofisrael who died defendinthe Jewish historic, nadhal and spiritual homeland.
: Yom Hadat zinsarvate| 0 s I ndependence Day, reca

rebirth in its homednd as a free and sovereign political entity. Finally, on a spiritual plain, as the counting of th
days of the Omer continues, we remember that as Jews we are meant to aspire to something greater every
an effort to bring redemption closer.

Okay,tat 6s a | ot for one month! All the remember
translate that memory into action. Human nature is such that we often see the task as too great for our
insignificant selves, or that we leave it to otharlsom we view as empowered to make things happen.
Sometimes we just assume that everyone agrees with us, knows what we know, and that someone else wi
the work to resolve the situation. Il t t aé&uehumildye d i
turn into lack of selesteem or disempowerment. This month of remembering only matters if our recollectior
leads to recommitment.

AWhy dondét they do what they say, s &9s,sadiawell t h
inthe®ng AONne thing | e a dRrkeitAvottaenaocthheesizvatdgoréretfthikzeal , ( tahse
fulfillment of one obligation leads to another). The same teaching warns us as well that one failure also lead:
another. We need to practice saying wivatmean, and doing what we say. Feelings must lead to advocacy;,
advocacy must lead to activism. Practicing inaction only leads to greater indifference. Having just returned frc
the AIPAC Policy Conference, | strongly urge you to participate in lobbyingetralf of Israel in the year
ahead and to join us at next yearo6s conference.

| srael 6 feelings into action. As we celebrate th
sewvice and leadership in our community, | invite you to join us at our April 18 Israel Bonds breakfast and t
invest in Israel s exciting future.

Finally, as we advocate for a more caring community, think of your friends and neighbors who coul
use some sumpt. Then do more than just thinking. Pick up the phone and notify us of those who could use
call, a visit, a |ift, a meal. Dondét assume that
committee now has its own hotline. Call the gyogue and dial extension 114. There is an army of generous
and caring individuals waiting to be put to work! Help us move together as a community from remembering tl
past to recreating the future. And may we make every day count together.

Boshal o

RabbCraig Scheff
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From the Presidento

| was never one for reminiscing about times gone by, but as | get older, | think about them more ar
more. Atabout the time my daughter turned five (she is now 18) | came up with the theory that childrer
make time move faster. Time always seemed to move quickly but it seemed to speed up after my childr
were born. Here is the basis for my theory. What was ttleetliing you wanted more than anything else
when you were a child? 1 6dm not talking about
robots that | always wanted) or to be the boss of pawents. The one thing that | really wanted was to
be dder. Older people got to do so much more than kids. They got to stay up late. They got to drive a ca
They even got to sit at the adult tabl e. Now t hat my
or to even slow time down. Bunaybe if we older people (not old, just older) got together, we could push back on those
who would continue to make time fly. Just a thought.

Anyway, | bring up reminiscing because there are so many opportunities to do that in our synagogue, @sphaeially
sanctuary. You can start by reading the names on the Yahrzeit boards. Out of the hundreds listed, | only know a han
but it doesnbdét stop me from reading the names and wc
Where were theborn? Were they ever in our sanctuary? How did they contribute to who we are as a community? Do
anyone in their family still belong? Some of the people passed away long before OJC existed but most lived during
past 50 years. zlztl®s tdmti nt drreysttiongpuptu t oget her and i
continue to play the game anyway. After all, there a
mentioned by anyone any more and it makes meegeed to know that in some way | can continue to welcome their
presence in our sanctuary. At the risk of getting off topic, now is a good time for me to mention that with Passover he
itéds a good time to make a do ma trouogift will perpétlate th€d bl€ssingrin m
addition to helping the OJC.

The stained glass windows are another spot for reminiscing. They are beautiful to look at from anyplace in the sanctt
but because | sit on the bimah on Shabbat morning, | hawsique vantage point. When | turn towards the windows
during the Amidah, my reaction is always the same. | marvel at their beauty. | focus on different panes during varic
parts of the prayer but at some point, | always make sure to focus on theinscrnibgd at the bottom of each pane. |
would love to hear about some of the people behind the names so if anyone reading this has any insight, please te
their story.

There are other places in the sanctuary that allow us to look into the histanysyinagogue. One is the old ceiling that
remains from the original sanctuary. To me, it was a stroke of genius to leave that structure in place during the expan:
project. Anyone who was a member before the project began can look up and remembee séduattttary looked like
before we enlarged the space. You can tell exactly how big (or small depending on your perspective) the room was be
we pushed out the wall¥.ou can even tell where the old bimah was, the same bimah where my son had hiatorit mil

Qur prayer books are a great place to find history.
crisp and the words jump out at you. But what makes me sad is when | look at the inside of the front cover and there i
dedcation on it. Not for the obvious reason of lost funds to the synagogue but because this is a great place to acknowle
a person or an event. And while | always like picking up a brand new siddur, | like picking up an old one even more. \
still have sore siddurs that date back to the early 1990s and while they may not be in the best shape, you can feel
history with every page. From time to time you can look at a page and see notes about the prayer or a reference to an
page. One of the more cuui® things | notice is lipstick. There are so many books with lipstick stains on the pages. Whel
my son was younger, he would always make me swap siddurs if his had the dreaded lipstick markings. Somebody he
fill me in (woman or man) on how lipstick getn the pages.

Reminiscing is not so bad. In fact, | kind of like it. Whether we reminisce about times that were good or not so good, ¢
sanctuary is filled with | asting memories. And wdni | e
stop our young ones from growing older, our entire synagogue is a special place that is filled with opportunities
reminisce, maybe not today, but maybe tomorrow. All you have to do is come and make your own memories. Join us
prayer, at a simchay at a holiday celebration. Your OJC experiences may be memorable. | know mine are.

Boshal om and keep smiling!

Glenn



From the Educati onal

Contemporary American Jewi sh s edefamatioy, i
anti-Semitism, antpoverty, antiterrorism. Notwithstanding the good and important

| work performed by many dedicated Jews in these organizations, there are also an
egalitarian, antintermarriage, arhomosexual, amDrthodox, antiConservativeand

ani-Ref orm pl atf or ms. We as Jews canodot b
, ~ negatives. Jewish souls are not sustai
to represent what we stand fordanhat werepresent rather than what we are against.
Rabbi Shl omo Carl ebach used to say that i f hi
Cat hol i c. |l f he met a person who said, Al 6 m
who said nl am a human Dbews haw |led somesof tkengeatesthumiversah

movements and have made some of the greatest
in the world. We all get-enails of lists and lists of achievements of the Jewish people. But according tc
RabbiDavid Wolpe, whose latest book V8hy Faith Mattersmost of these notable individuals were
under the illusion that if they were like all people and made notable contributions, the problem of beil
different and being Jewish would disappdtinever did.lt never will. It never should. Being a Jew is
not a problerd it is a blessing and a destiny. There is no such thing as a person, in general. Ea
individual grows up with a certain family, land, heritage, language and culture. We should not try 1
homogeize society. We should honor our individual differences, beliefs and values that create th
di ver se, mul ti col ored wonder f ul worl d i n whioc
Jews, and some do n&ut no thoughtful man can deny the tfltat they are, beyond any question, the
most formidable and the most remarkabl e race

This month of April abounds with celebration, remembrance and commemoration of the greatness ¢
strength of the Jewish peoplehd month begins with the last days Bésach,our celebration of
freedom and Exodus from Egypt. We remember the tragic Holocatétcom H a ¢ rBeimorialiae

| srael 6s fall en sol di eryem HanZikarop and tommemoraief Israele r
Independence Day ory o m H a 0 AThe histry, tsurvival and achievements of the Jewish people
are nothing short of miraculous. Jewish history records the actions of God, as well as the streng
perseverance, integrity and commitment of our people. Our hiatsoyincludes diverse wordide
accomplishments in every aspect of society, memoirs_of
our culture and how we have lived as contributors to the ‘,
world throughout time. On April 27th, our Religious Safed Lo

School will haveour FourthAnnual History Day. | invite Haita @ @ -

our community to visit our Jewi/sh fAmuseumo
student educational history creations in the Simcha Room
from 4:306:00 pm. The exhibits this year will include
Ancient Israel, Bible and Prophets, Modern Israel,

"‘?: -
£
s
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Holocaust and American Jewish History. We aot just Cisraf”
human beings, we are thelnJJewi sh 'eopl e. Let o
pride!

~— ROAD {

B6 Shalom,vd Lehitraot

Sandy Borowsky



THE ORANGETOWN JEWISH CENTER

NURSERY SCHOOL

Baniane

IS now registering for the 2010 school year!!

PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR OPENOUSES:

Socialization, Song, Art Project, Stories, and Snack
STAY AND PLAY on April 14 ™
WELCOME SHABBAT on April 16
BABY AND ME on April 19 ™

PLEASE RSVP and call for more information

EVERYONE IS WELCOME! TELL YOUR FRIENDS!
OUR SCHOOL OFFERS:

A Fun, Creative, Developmental Secular & Jewish Curriculum

Literacy, Art, Music, Science, Mat h,

Loving Qualified Teachers, Welcoming Community
Great StudentTeacher Ratio, Individual Attention
Affordable Tuition, Extended Days/Flexible Schedules
Great OutdoorPlayground
TERRIFIC TWOS, THRILLING THREES, FABULOUS FOURS,
AFTERNOON ENRICHMENT,
MOMOS MOR Nol-id&s S
BABY NO ME and BUB®BE&WZAYDE

Kiddie Kamp- July 5" - August 13 "
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 10am  &pm
Sports, Nature, Water Play, Theme Days and more é

Candt attend an Open House?

Call to JOIN US FOR A FREE CLASS AND TOUR OF OUR SCHOOL!
Please call Sandra Borowsky, MS. Ed., Educational Director,
at (845) 398 -3982, ext. 110 to register or for more information.
VISIT OUR WE BSITE AT www.theojc.org
5
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OJC ONGOING LEARNING AT A GLANCE
April 2010

lyyun Tefillah
Saturday, April 3 at 8:45 a.m.
An in-depth exploration of the Shabbat liturqy with Rabbi Drill

Rabbi s Tal mud Study Group
Wednesdays, April 14, 21 and 28 at 7:30 p.m.
A weekly group study of Talmudic passages with Rabbi Scheff

Text and Context
Thursdays, April 8, 15, 22 and 29, 10 a.m. 7 11 a.m.
Parashat hashavua (the weekly Torah portion) with Rabbi Scheff

Judaism 101 i The Mitzvah Initiative
Thursdays, April 15, 22 and 29 at 7:30 p.m.
Tuesdays, April 13, 20 and 27 at 5:30 p.m.
Are-i nt roduction to Judai sm with an e

Torah noé Treats
Wednesdays, April 14 and 21 at 12:30 p.m.
Studlies in the Book of Prophets with Rabbi Scheff

Monday Morning Midrash
Monday, April 26 at 11:00 a.m.
Join Rabbi Drill monthly as we explore the creative lore of our tradition

Friday Night Lecture Series
Friday, April 16 at 7 p.m.
Dr. Marty Cohen continues his 15th year of this monthly series!
AJews and Moneyl endi ngo

Biogra phy of God
Monday, April 26 at 7:30pm
Explore Jewish perspectives and personal theologies with Rabbi Drill



From Ritual: Mitzvah of the Month, by Steve Richter

Passover commemorates the Jews' exodus from Egypt more than 3,000 years ago. It is onesbf the
celebrated of all Jewish holidays and has the most elaborate dietary rules. Passover isday eight
holiday which begins on the % f N i saahnliday that @guires preparation weeks before. Aside
from the regular holiday obligations, we are coamded: "For seven days, leavening shall not be found
i n your houses . : . YSbemot2:10920). | not eat any | €

The most significant observance related to Passover involves the remavenoétZrom our diets.

This commemorates the faciatithe Jews leaving Egypt were in a hurry and did not have enough time
to let their bread rise. On the evening before Passover, the cerenBegikdét Chametis performed.
After the house has been cleaned, a symbolic search for the last remainingfttaaesn takes place

by candlelight. Chametz includes anything made from the five major grains (wheat, rye, barley, oz
and spelt) that have not been completely cooked within 18 minutes after coming into contact wi
water. Ashkenazi Jews also avoid ricern, peanuts, and legumes (beans) as if they etermetzAll

of these items are commonly used to make bread; thus the use of them is prohibited to avoid :
confusion.

Quinoa pronounced (keemah) has a light, fluffy texture when cooked, and its nslihtly nutty
flavor makes it an alternative to rice or <col
naturally contains no gluten. |l tés also a go
home is cold quinoa saladge below).

All chametzmnust be sol d. A pr oc edur chamstaveerea Jesviash person f
gives permissi on thamel#o & norJewishdgerson with the undlefstandihgi theat
the sale is symbolic. Our rabbis areiadlaa b | e t ochametzSkd thie foynofor rselling your
chametzn the Passover materials mailed frdme OJC.

Cold Quinoa Salad (serves 4)

[. 1 cup dry quinoa (follow cooking directions on package)

2. Y cup dried cranberries
% cp shredded raw carrots
% cup shredded raw butternut squash
% cup chopped watercress
% cup chopped red onion or scallion
% cup sunflower seeds

3. Mix: Y cup apple cider vinegar, ¥z cup olive licup honey1 tsp. raspbey or apple jellyand
salt and pepper to taste.

Toss cooled quinoa with ingredients in 20.Add dressing in n@. Mix well and serve.



Take Me Out to the Ball Game
by OJC Rabbinic Intern Jesse M. Olitzky

There is nothing that beats Ojrem Day of the baseball season. We hibernate in our homes al
winter long, trying to avoid blizzards and snowstorms. Yet, with the arrival of Springtime, we
embrace the outdoors and enjoy our peanuts and crackerjacks. The beginning of the base
seasond filled with so many opportunities. All thirty major league teams begin the season witl
the same record, with no wins and ncséss That means they are all tied for first place!

Whether you are a fan of the Evil Empire or you are a part of Red Sox Natipou support a
lowly small market team that regularly finishes in last place, you get excited about ne
possibilities; you believe that your favorite team has a chance to compete. They may even m
it to the World Series! As a dieard Baltimore Orias fan, | see April as an opportunity to
change our ways, to endore thana decade of losing. Usually by miday, the Orioles are
already in | ast pl ace, serving as the re
Yankees. ®bythén tle &aaff fagily gives me daily reminders of the standings!

Still, Opening Day is an opportunity for renewal and change. The beginning of the baseb:
season almost always coincides with Passover. In fact, this year, Opening Day is at the enc
the Pesacholiday. | remember going to baseball games with a matzah sandwiecandull

of macaroons. It seems that ever since | was a child, Opening Day and Pesach were intertwir

The Hebrew month of Nissan is often referred to in our Torah as the moAthvofor more
literally, Springtime. It is also called the first month (ironically the New Year is in the seventr
month of TishrehyWi t h f i rsts come new beginnings.
Springtime, flowers blossom and birds returronir their vacation down south. More
importantly, we begin anew. So many of the symbols on the Seder plate exemplify such ne
beginnings: the karpas (green vegetable) is connected to Spring and the beitzah (egg
connected to birth and the lifycle. We emember what it is like to be free on Passover, and
with that freedom comes the opportunity to change o

ways. This serves as our new beginning. We are like EDP /

baseball team on Opening Day. We have a promising
season ahead, but it is up to us to decidet wieado with )
it! -

Forget about how you did last season. Step up to the
plate. . . and swing for the fences! Pesach and Nissan
can be the beginning of something special and something

new: YOU! _
v 2
[ < 8



gAY IS IER DEEIE Spotlight
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| srael 6s Bold Steps

Since being sworn in as prime minister in March 2009, Benjamin Netanyahu has broadcast |
commitment tosolving the IsraelPalestinian conflict. He said he supports the creation of a
demilitarized Palestinian state alongside Isbaah idea that Netanyahu, a lifetime Likudnik, had never

publicly endorsed until hidune 14 speech. The Palestinian Authority (PA) was unmoved by
Netanyahu's change of heart.

Nonetheless, in November, Netanyahuntva step further, declaring a-b@nth moratorium on all
Israeli construction in the West Bahla concession that Secretary of State Hillary Clinton called
Aunprecedentedo in advance of negotiati ons.
moratorium did not include neighborhoods in eastern Jerusalem such as Gilo, Har Homa, the Jew
Quarter of the Old City and student housing near Hebrew University.

While Israel carries out the moratorium, she is also taking steps to improve life forrfPahssin the
West Bank. In the past several months, Israel has dismantled 185 roadblocks and checkpoints, enat
greater freedom of movement between Palestinian cities. Such openness was unheard of during
height of the Palestinian campaign of teisbattacks that began in 200€xaeli Arabs now routinely
shop in the West Bank, boosting the economy there by about seven percent last year.

However, while Israel has taken these bold steps, the PA has done nothing to indicate its desire

peace withl sr ael . I n fact , PA Presi dent M aJacksoru d
Diehll ast May that he expected the United Stat:
wait for | srael to freeze set telWeshBankwe have aAgbda a |
real ity . : . the people are |iving a nor mal

In the same interview with Diehl, Abbas revealed howéachingthelPr i me Mi ni st er
offer was in late 2008. Abbas said that Olmert showed him a map propoBaigstinian state on 97
percent of the West Bank. Abbas also confirm
returno of P a@dlsamthingmo @avious leréeli grime minister had @doarad offered

to resettle thousands in IsraBlut Abbas did not accept Ol mertd
Abbas said.

Abbas was not lying. The gaps between Israel and the PA remain wide because the PA maintair

maxi mali st position that Irsachingpropsal®@ nci | abl e wi
Yet , | sr ael continues to seek peace. As evic
Ari el Sharonodés painful withdrawal from Gaza

2008 and Benjamin Net any ais cansittetd tolpeacefally ermuliag then
IsraelrPalestinian conflict once and for all.



OJC Sisterhood

S

Where youoll al ways f

Spring is here, and with it comes the holiday of Passover. By the time you read this, everybody illib wlanning
mode f or t h& whowikke conmg irsandiveno veill be traveling where.

Mishloach Mano®2010 was a great success. We would like to thank the following people: Carol Baker, Ina Filip, Adele
Garber,Rhonda Plawnerudi Librot,andMimi RosenstockWithout them the beautifiMishloach Manopackages you
received would not have been possible. A big shout out to the area captains (you know who you are), and all of the dri
who made it possible for 525 families to receive Mishloach Manopackages. We appreciate all their hard work, time
and dedication. Another thank you goes out to th8@people/children who showed up to help pack the baskets. It was a
wonderful and inspiring sight to see. It givase meaningtoth® phr ase A Many hands make |

We aresendinga porti on of Mishioacls Mapotpeofitdiis Talieuta Tiabte, an organization that helps feed
the needyin Israel During the past year Sisterhoothdedonations to many organizations within the Jewish community
as a whole as well as inside our OJC community.

Your Sisterhod made recent donations to:
Sderotic hi |l drends well ness workbooks
West Pont Jewish Chapel
Lone Soldier Fund in Israel
Chisuk Emuna Congregation

Womenébés League Masort.i Fund
And at home we made donations to:
0JC 50 Anniversary OJC Nursery School
0JC Israel Fund 0JC Religious School
OJC Walerstein Scholarship Fund 0OJC Wall hangings in the Simcha Room

0JC Summertime Kiddush Fund

Some of these donations clearly benefit the OJC community as a whole or support aspects of the OJC community. Ot
benefit people and organizations in need in Isr8el.as alwaysjust as all Jews are expected to reach out and offer
support, we as a Sisterhoogach out and offer suppdd those in needlhankyou for your support and for being
part of the Sisterhood at OJC.

Hag Pesach Sameach,
Cindy

-
4
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*** Sunday May23rdis theSalute to Israel Dalparade in
New York City. ***
*** Come on out and march with OJC & Rockland
Community: more info to follow. ***

Remember to visit our gift shopna check out our new arrivaldor the holidays Competitive pricing, no
delivery charges, and excellent service! Call Frieda Seidner (845)8366 or Faye Dinowitz (8453531934
for all of your Judaica gift needs!
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Mends Club News

February and Marchvae been busy months for the

first World Wide Wrap. Men and women came together to do one of our most basic
mitzvot. For some men it was the first time since their Bar Mitzvah and for the women,
it was the first time everr We har ed thi s event with Mer
Colombia, Brazil and Australia. Kudos to Jeff Horowitz for the organization and thank
you to the rabbis and the other experie

March brought three impbrant event s: the Comedy Sho
Club Shabbat. The comedy show was written by Jay Rifkin and performed by Rabbis Scheff and Drill, tt
Barbershop Quartet (Eric Goldman, Jonathan Lesserson, Bruce Machlis, and Jeff Weiss), SteBarBass,
Bookman, Judy Cohen, Glenn Hirsh, Rosina Hirsh, Aimee Kaufman, and Nancy Scheff. Music was provided
Jaime Hazan and Jon Lesserson. Larry Rosenberg organized the jazz show featuring Jon Weber, noted mus
and composer. Me n 6 size@ byl lbyd Sidhraan bral MikewPacsi. Their gak made it easy
for the participants.

The month of April has three special events to put on -@ REVER AGAINI
your calendar. First is the Yellow Candle Program T A
from the Federation of J
which aims toensure that the victims of the Holocaust
are never forgotten. Lighting a yellow candle provides
us an opportunity to think about oppression and
genocide in our generation as well. Your yellow
candle will be delivered right after Passover in time
for the QJIC Yom HaShoah Program from the Holocaust Committee on April 11 and
12. Donations for the yellow candles are used to support our scholarship program and the Holocaust Center.

4

é'w/i/s K‘Menés

Next is the Man of the year Dinner for the Hudson Valley Region of the FIMChwusgteing held Thursday,
April 22, 2010, at the OJC. Our honoree is Jeffry Horowitz. Jeff is a special man and we all need to come
and support him. You will be receiving a special flyer with information about tickets and journal ads.

SR TR (5 Ak April 27, 201Q brings a Sunday morning lecture from Jennifer

' X 0 Katanic of the Museum of Modern Art. Her topic is the art of
Marc Chagall. This fascinating Jewish artist has a unique
history. Like the jazz concert, this program has no admission
fee but we ask for voluntarcontributions to the Bruce Cowen
Memorial Scholarship Fund.

BE A PART OF MESHARE YOURJIBEAS
AND MAKE THEM A REALITY.

Save the dates: April 11 and 12: Yom HaShoah Program (OJC Holocaust Committee)
April 22 T Man of the Year Dinner honoring Jeff Horowitz
April 27 7 The Art of Marc Chagall

| look forward to seeing you at our coming events.
Bart Bookman
Mends Cl ub F
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Tanakh Thoughts ,. by Marty Cohen

The Moabites, who are mentioned many times in Tanakh, are probably best known as the people who gave us Ruth
ancestor of King David. Hower, in Biblical times, there was much more interaction between them and the Israelites.

The land of Moab lies across the Jordan River opposite the Dead Sea. If you are on top of Masada and look eastwarc
can see the hills of Moab very clearly.

About the same time that the Israelite tribes were approaching the Jordan from the east, other related Semitic tribes \
involved in the same migratory process. Some of thadarrived in what is now Jordan a short time before the Israelites
and had alreadgstablished their own countries. In order to get to the Jordan and to cross into Canaan, the Israelites ha
find some corridor of approach turned out to béard to find.

The Moabites were one of the tribleadthat arrived earlier and the Istid@s encountered them. Racially, the Moabites
were, like the Israelites, of western Semitic stock and spoke nearly the same language. So alike were thethéyat, had
not chosen their own national god, Chemosh, they very well could have been partadliti@en of tribes known as the
Israelites. But that difference separated the two peoples forever.

The Torah and the other early books of Tanakh describe the tension between the two peoplgis.the Israelites did

find their corridorto Canaar{betwea the Moabites and another Semitic tribe, the Ammonites, of the tribes, Reuben

and Gad, decided to remain east of the Jordan. Fate was not kind to them. Eventually they disappear from hist
probably being absorbed by the peoples among whoyrsttéed.

As is the case today, the land across the Jordan, while not exactly flowing with milk and honey, was much more fruit
and productive than Moafiherefore in the Israelite§early history they were raided often by the Moabitso were
seeking gick gain.Intermittent warfare begamith one side and then the other gaining prominence.

Peace seems to have prevailed in Ruthdés ti me. Na o mi
people of Bethlehem later seemhi@mveraised no objection when one of their wealthiest citizens, Boaz, nthRigh, the
Moabite. But by the time of King David, relations got worse and Ddeaared war andonquered the land of Moab.

Moab was ruled by David and Solomamd when the Israelite pple split into two kingdoms, the northern kingdom took

it over. From then on, there was continuous strife between the two peoples. A famous stele was discovered in moc
times, on which a king of Moab, named Mesha, records in Moabite the details édtivigtory over Israel. The stone is
very easy tainderstandor Hebrewreaderdecause its language and alphabet greatly resemble Biblical Hebrew.

Therewasanothemwar between the Israelitesd the Moabitethat has confused Biblical scholafss recorded irkings

this waris going badly against the Moabites. hiand has been devastated andrtloapital city is under siege. In
desperation, the Moabite king publicly sacrifices his son to Chemosh on the outer walls of the city and tfésusiises

the minds of the Israelites as to the outcofieey lift the siege and go home. Why were they afraid after the sacrifice?
Probably because the Israelites were ywittrue monotheists and they knew they were in the homeland of Chemosh.
They felt hat Chemosh might accept the sacrifice and intervene on the side of the Mdakitesnore puzzling is that
Kingsreports that God was angry with the Israelites and so theyWstwould God be angry with the Israetiteecause

the Moabites sacrificedtChemosh? @Quld it be the other way around@®at is, the Israelites could not take the capital
city and so the Biblical auth@oncludedhat God was angry with the Israelit€ertainly, the author could not come to
the conclusion that Chemosh intervened

Eventually, like the Israelites, the Moabites were conquered by the Assyrians and then by other waves of invaders suc
the Babylonians and Persians. Butendasthe Israelites and their descendents survived to this day, the Moabites
completely fadd from history
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From the Editor

Some folks say that lousy weather and power outages are retribution from God for whatever you ¢
wr ong, l i ke giggling in shul ( $avegigdled isn shubmore t h
than once | will confegssb ut s omehow | candt connect a humc
landing on every wire that connects to my house and two or three surrounding houses to my giggling
shul . |l 6m j ust n mrhedidtehneighbors mave prabably héver 8t foot in a shul,
mai nly because theydre Chinese and speak Man
whose tree it was (who shall remain namelesspkéiritelygi ggl ed i n s hueévethalt

God does this sort of thing to people who like to laugh, however inappropriate the surroundings.

So what do we make of this tree besides firewood? (And incidentally, if no one was arour
when it toppled over, did it make a noise?) | think we havéeat the matter philosophically and
consult a sage or two in order to arrive at an explanation that satisfies.

| scurried toPirke Avot whi ch wuswually has answers to e
circumspect in dealing with public officml. 6 HEeryddyk nows t hat and akhe
the public officials! Besides, public officials will be the last to come to your aid when you call to tell
them that a gigantic tree and all kinds of live wires are threatening your very existezgeyml add a
hefty campaign contribution to your request.

Anot her quote said, AHe who forgets anyt hi
his soul, 0 not to ment iweforgotmasto tprm affgghe computers Beboie i
we went away that weekend. By the time you read this we will know if they were fried beyond all us
or if there was mercy tempering the justice and maybe we can retrieve important stuff, like the jok
Bernie Schiffmiller persists in sending by email. Asrite this, we are still in the dadkliterally.

Rabbi Il shmael sai d, AReceive all peopl e wi
R to find out when youoll have | ights again
wilbere st ored someti me before 2011. Have a nice

Rabbi EIl azar ben Hi smaféséardng8Theer esseegnab
along. . ..

Finall vy, Ben Zoma sai d, AWho is rich? He
But my portion was a house with a temperature of 45 degrees, water that turned to ice pellets whe
attempted a shower, and a refrigerator that oozed melted glop in assorted mismatched colors all
the kitchen floor. It was a struggle, but | finallyhtadd decl ar e fil am not hap

| reluctantly concluded that thoudihrke Avotcontains deathless wisdom, it does not answer the
guestion of why a tree decided to uproot itself and take a flying leap across a whole street and disi
thepwer | ines for X number of days. (1 dondt Kk
ofitsowdt hat 6s a whole o6nother theological subj
Somebody else can write it.

Judy Cohen
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HOLD THE DATE

ORANGETOWN JEWISH CENTER and STATE OF ISRAEL
BONDS

cordially invite you to attend larunch reception honoring

SHARON AACH BART BOOKMAN ADELE GARBER
HARA HARTMAN GLENN HIRSH CEDINE ISSMAN
CINDY LEVINE

SUNDAY, APRIL 18th, 2010, 10:00 A.M.
at the Orangetown Jewish Center

Guest SpeakerDr. Raanan Gissin

one of I srael ds | eadi ng s eniistinctiop aslthe official apokessmdnvidr s o r
former Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
INVITATIONS TO FOLLOW COUVERT: $18.00 PER PERSON

Patriotic Purimspiel Packs a Punch!

Congratulations to the OJC Purimspiel Players and all whee vassociated with this terrific
performance. I n case you couldnoét f iagduwhe was u t
responsible for everything eldeere is a list of the cast and crew:

Cast:Erica Antebi, Jonathan Antebi, Lisa Antebi, Sam d8neky, Russell Filip, Hara Hartman, Cara
Kupferman, Julia Kupferman, Keira Portney, Greta Pucci, Sophia Pucci, Michael Scolnick, Cher
Slavin, Dana Sokol, Kim Lori Sokol, Lauren Sokol, Elisabeth Steckler, Melodie Teich, and Emmi.
Weiss

Director: Arlene Nathan

Assistant DirectorsApril Kupferman and Kim Lori Sokol

Script: Arlene Nathan and Michael Scolnick
Make-up: Adi Green, Holly SeegegndLily Seeger
Props:Antebi Family, Arlene NathamndCheryl Slavin

LITERARY MAGAZINE ANYONE??

The lines ae still open! Call Judy Cohen (845)359 23 i f youdre interested i
an OJC literary magazine. You can be a writer, an organizer, a publicity desd@iever makes you happy!

All we need is a few good mdna n d w0 me mHe a lottof wark butitvill be a lot of fun!
14



A Special Message from Rabb&3thethi Drill

The Shoah was a raging fire that devoured millions of lives and the countless generations that would h:
followed. Trying to comprehend the suffering ordemstand the evil that accompanied the destruction of
European Jewry is futile. Yet, even while we still hear the stories of survivors, there are those who stir the cc
of hatred at the heart of this fire and claim that these events never took place.

There is another flame that still burns in our midst from this episode in our history. It is the flame that |
the souls of all those who fell victim to the Holocaust. It is the flame that represents the indestructible essel
of every human life that reman wi t h us as | ong as we remember.
presence among us, even when Godds i mage seems h

We are the keepers of that flame. In teaching the difficult lessons of the Holocaust, we must strive to
its guardians fothe sake of those who perished and for the sake of our own children. We must convey tt
courage and the sacrifice of so many who died sa
and entrusting us with its keeping. It is up to us noeotatinue to feed this flame in the way we learn and teach
about those who passed it to us. The flame calls to use to remember, and to live a life worth remembering.

We invite you once again to be among our Keepers of the Flame as part offeaur2domHaShoah
commemoration. Beginning Sunday April 11 at 6 PM, and continuing for 24 hours through Monday evenin:
we will reserve our sanctuary for the purpose of tending a flame in quiet meditation and prayer. Anyone m
join in lighting a candle and sitting our sanctuary for as long as they may choose, while a solitary flame will
be tended by a seriesstiomrim( ik eeper so or Aguardiansodo) who will

If you would like to be one of our Keepers of the Flame, please replyitadad4@aol.coror call Dr.

Larry Suchoff at (845) 350677 with your name and an hour you would like to serve as a shomer. We look
forward to sharing this important and meaningful communal experience with you.

0)
As A Driven Leaf

by Milton Steinberg

\t Thursday, April 8 at 7:00 PM

"A novel of ideas and passions....An exploration of

Judaism in conflict with a vigorous and powerful

\ surrounding cultureéethe
Rome." (Chaim Potok)

/ ébrin
gs the age of the
///

/ Please RSVP to Rhoda Pochter
,,, 845359-4748roleero@aol.com

/\_ﬁi
W [
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Spousal Caregivers Need Attention, Too,
By Robert W. Goldfarb, submitted by Florence Newman
and reprinted with permission

My wife recently was rushed to a hospitaPalm Beach County [Florida] where we learned she had a bilateral

subdur al hemat oma, fna bl eed around her braino in

This article is not about Muri el , wh o hiosw rledcl
respond in the future to friends who hurry to the ER as spouse and leave as caregiver.

Il 61l | never again ask, AHowodés your husband doi
AHerebs my <cell phone numbhehel Galanhdmé 6hl gltiomer a:
dondét call . o

|l wonét offer unsolicited advice that only wo
Al didndét know this hospital had neurosurgeons.

Whenyousi t at your spouseb6s bedside for 15 hour
opinion, or a third or a fourth. You exhaust your cell phone seeking advice from every doctor you know, eve
friend related to a doctor.

|l 6d tell friegdgouinbdOmugkey sandwi ch. Open t
|l so say, ANo matter what ti me i tdindstant atied | n
d to say, fAMy wife tellod nmge oal | about Muri e

asked, |l 6d tell the caregiver their spouse
eaten all day. The doctor took him off &Nothing
are you administering morphinef | | e f t him in a fog all day. 0 You
station to request an extra blanket, glass of wa

If you learn to balance devotion to your spouse with empathy for overdiorke ur ses, t hey
you someoneds uneaten dinner and | et you remain

You call the doctorbés office declaring: #fAHe h
possible.o0o Only the soomdeyfta tsipomusedsptvioo cies twi
return. o

Fifteen hours at a bedside are draining, but
beloved who gives your life meaning lying alone in a hospital bed.

Save the da tes: October 22 -24, 2010
Orangetown Jewish Center Hazak Presents

Shabbat with your Aevre in the beautiful Berkshires!

Those of us who remember with delight the
another Shabbat weekend away and share it with others. Ex perience a
memor abl e Shabbat in beauti ful surroundin
director 6 wi l-ihnovatige RalbieDrille @omplete information will be

coming to you shortly. Meanwhile, call Lydia Katz (845) 352 -2406 or Judy Cohen
(845)359-5923 for glorious details. Youdl |l hav
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