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__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

The Rabbiõs Desk 
April is a month to remember who we are. Passover marks the birth of the Jewish nation 

through the transformative experience of redemption from slavery. Yom Hashoah 

(vôHagevurah), the day of Holocaust (and Heroism) Remembrance, calls us to remember 

individuals, families and communities who perished in a systematic attempt to exterminate 

the Jewish nation. Yom Hazikaron, Israelôs Memorial Day, pays tribute to the fallen sons and 

daughters of  Israel who died defending  the  Jewish historic, national and spiritual homeland. 

Yom Haôatzmaut, Israelôs Independence Day, recalls and celebrates the Jewish nationôs 

rebirth in its homeland as a free and sovereign political entity. Finally, on a spiritual plain, as the counting of the 

days of the Omer continues, we remember that as Jews we are meant to aspire to something greater every day in 

an effort to bring redemption closer. 

Okay, thatôs a lot for one month! All the remembering in the world, however, is meaningless if we canôt 

translate that memory into action. Human nature is such that we often see the task as too great for our own 

insignificant selves, or that we leave it to others whom we view as empowered to make things happen. 

Sometimes we just assume that everyone agrees with us, knows what we know, and that someone else will do 

the work to resolve the situation. It takes dedication, courage, faith and endurance, but we canôt let our humility 

turn into lack of self-esteem or disempowerment. This month of remembering only matters if our recollection 

leads to recommitment. 

ñWhy donôt they do what they say, say what they mean?ò The Fixx, a rock band of the ô80s, said it well 

in the song ñOne thing leads to another.ò Indeed, as Pirkei Avot teaches us, ñmitzvah goreret mitzvahò (the 

fulfillment of one obligation leads to another). The same teaching warns us as well that one failure also leads to 

another. We need to practice saying what we mean, and doing what we say. Feelings must lead to advocacy; 

advocacy must lead to activism. Practicing inaction only leads to greater indifference. Having just returned from 

the AIPAC Policy Conference, I strongly urge you to participate in lobbying on behalf of Israel in the year 

ahead and to join us at next yearôs conference. You will feel empowered and relevant by translating your ñI love 

Israelò feelings into action. As we celebrate the accomplishments of several individuals who have exemplified 

service and leadership in our community, I invite you to join us at our April 18 Israel Bonds breakfast and to 

invest in Israelôs exciting future. 

 Finally, as we advocate for a more caring community, think of your friends and neighbors who could 

use some support. Then do more than just thinking. Pick up the phone and notify us of those who could use a 

call, a visit, a lift, a meal. Donôt assume that someone else will share the word or do the work. Our OJC Chesed 

committee now has its own hotline. Call the synagogue and dial extension 114. There is an army of generous 

and caring individuals waiting to be put to work! Help us move together as a community from remembering the 

past to recreating the future.  And may we make every day count together. 

Bôshalom, 

Rabbi Craig Scheff 
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         From the Presidentõs Pen 
 

I was never one for reminiscing about times gone by, but as I get older, I think about them more and 

more. At about the time my daughter turned five (she is now 18) I came up with the theory that children 

make time move faster. Time always seemed to move quickly but it seemed to speed up after my children 

were born. Here is the basis for my theory. What was the one thing you wanted more than anything else 

when you were a child? Iôm not talking about candy or lots of toys (I never did get the rockem sockem 

robots that I always wanted) or to be the boss of your parents. The one thing that I really wanted was to 

be older. Older people got to do so much more than kids. They got to stay up late. They got to drive a car.  

They even got to sit at the adult table. Now that my wish has come true, there doesnôt seem to be a way to undo that wish 

or to even slow time down. But maybe if we older people (not old, just older) got together, we could push back on those 

who would continue to make time fly. Just a thought. 
  

Anyway, I bring up reminiscing because there are so many opportunities to do that in our synagogue, especially in the 

sanctuary. You can start by reading the names on the Yahrzeit boards. Out of the hundreds listed, I only know a handful 

but it doesnôt stop me from reading the names and wondering about the people who were memorialized by loved ones. 

Where were they born? Were they ever in our sanctuary?  How did they contribute to who we are as a community? Does 

anyone in their family still belong? Some of the people passed away long before OJC existed but most lived during the 

past 50 years. Itôs an interesting puzzle that I try to put together and itôs ok if I canôt fit the pieces. I know that I will 

continue to play the game anyway. After all, there are many people on our Yahrzeit boards that donôt have their names 

mentioned by anyone any more and it makes me feel good to know that in some way I can continue to welcome their 

presence in our sanctuary. At the risk of getting off topic, now is a good time for me to mention that with Passover here, 

itôs a good time to make a donation to the OJC in memory of a loved one. Your gift will perpetuate their blessing in 

addition to helping the OJC. 
 

The stained glass windows are another spot for reminiscing. They are beautiful to look at from anyplace in the sanctuary 

but because I sit on the bimah on Shabbat morning, I have a unique vantage point. When I turn towards the windows 

during the Amidah, my reaction is always the same. I marvel at their beauty. I focus on different panes during various 

parts of the prayer but at some point, I always make sure to focus on the names inscribed at the bottom of each pane. I 

would love to hear about some of the people behind the names so if anyone reading this has any insight, please tell me 

their story. 
 

There are other places in the sanctuary that allow us to look into the history of our synagogue. One is the old ceiling that 

remains from the original sanctuary. To me, it was a stroke of genius to leave that structure in place during the expansion 

project. Anyone who was a member before the project began can look up and remember what the sanctuary looked like 

before we enlarged the space. You can tell exactly how big (or small depending on your perspective) the room was before 

we pushed out the walls. You can even tell where the old bimah was, the same bimah where my son had his brit milah. 
 

Our prayer books are a great place to find history. There is something about a new siddur that I always like. Itôs fresh and 

crisp and the words jump out at you. But what makes me sad is when I look at the inside of the front cover and there is no 

dedication on it. Not for the obvious reason of lost funds to the synagogue but because this is a great place to acknowledge 

a person or an event. And while I always like picking up a brand new siddur, I like picking up an old one even more. We 

still have some siddurs that date back to the early 1990s and while they may not be in the best shape, you can feel the 

history with every page. From time to time you can look at a page and see notes about the prayer or a reference to another 

page. One of the more curious things I notice is lipstick. There are so many books with lipstick stains on the pages. When 

my son was younger, he would always make me swap siddurs if his had the dreaded lipstick markings. Somebody has to 

fill me in (woman or man) on how lipstick gets on the pages. 
 

Reminiscing is not so bad. In fact, I kind of like it. Whether we reminisce about times that were good or not so good, our 

sanctuary is filled with lasting memories. And while you canôt find a special place that can cause time to slow down or 

stop our young ones from growing older, our entire synagogue is a special place that is filled with opportunities to 

reminisce, maybe not today, but maybe tomorrow. All you have to do is come and make your own memories. Join us in 

prayer, at a simcha, or at a holiday celebration. Your OJC experiences may be memorable. I know mine are. 
 

Bôshalom and keep smiling! 
 

Glenn 
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           From the Educational Directorõs Desk 
 

Contemporary American Jewish society is organized around ñantiôsò: anti-defamation, 

anti-Semitism, anti-poverty, anti-terrorism. Notwithstanding the good and important 

work performed by many dedicated Jews in these organizations, there are also anti-

egalitarian, anti-intermarriage, anti-homosexual, anti-Orthodox, anti-Conservative, and 

anti-Reform platforms. We as Jews canôt build a love of Judaism based on antiôs and 

negatives. Jewish souls are not sustained by any of these antiôs and negatives. We need 

to represent what we stand for and what we represent rather than what we are against. 
 

Rabbi Shlomo Carlebach used to say that if he met a person who said ñIôm Catholic,ò he knew he was 

Catholic. If he met a person who said, ñIôm Protestant,ò he knew he was Protestant. If he met a person 

who said ñI am a human being,ò he knew he was a Jew. Jews have led some of the greatest universal 

movements and have made some of the greatest accomplishments in every aspect of societyôs progress 

in the world. We all get e-mails of lists and lists of achievements of the Jewish people. But according to 

Rabbi David Wolpe, whose latest book is Why Faith Matters, most of these notable individuals were 

under the illusion that if they were like all people and made notable contributions, the problem of being 

different and being Jewish would disappear. It never did. It never will. It never should. Being a Jew is 

not a problemðit is a blessing and a destiny. There is no such thing as a person, in general. Each 

individual grows up with a certain family, land, heritage, language and culture. We should not try to 

homogenize society. We should honor our individual differences, beliefs and values that create this 

diverse, multicolored wonderful world in which we live. Winston Churchill said, ñSome people like the 

Jews, and some do not. But no thoughtful man can deny the fact that they are, beyond any question, the 

most formidable and the most remarkable race which has appeared in the world.ò     
 

This month of April abounds with celebration, remembrance and commemoration of the greatness and 

strength of the Jewish people. The month begins with the last days of Pesach, our celebration of 

freedom and Exodus from Egypt. We remember the tragic Holocaust on Yom HaôShoah, memorialize 

Israelôs fallen soldiers and victims of terrorism on Yom Ha Zikaron, and commemorate Israel 

Independence Day on Yom HaôAtzmaut. The history, survival and achievements of the Jewish people 

are nothing short of miraculous. Jewish history records the actions of God, as well as the strength, 

perseverance, integrity and commitment of our people. Our history also includes diverse world-wide 

accomplishments in every aspect of society, memoirs of 

our culture, and how we have lived as contributors to the 

world throughout time. On April 27th, our Religious 

School will have our Fourth Annual History Day. I invite 

our community to visit our Jewish ñmuseumò of our 

student educational history creations in the Simcha Room 

from 4:30-6:00 pm. The exhibits this year will include 

Ancient Israel, Bible and Prophets, Modern Israel, 

Holocaust and American Jewish History. We are not just 

human beings, we are the Jewish People. Letôs share our 

pride!  
 

Bô Shalom vô Lehitraot,  

Sandy Borowsky  
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THE ORANGETOWN JEWISH CENTER  

NURSERY SCHOOL 

 

 is now registering for the  2010 school year!!  
 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR OPEN HOUSES: 
Socialization, Songs, Art Project, Stories, and Snack 

STAY AND PLAY on April 14 th   

WELCOME SHABBAT on April 16 th    

BABY AND ME on April 19 th  

 

PLEASE RSVP and call for more information 
 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME! TELL YOUR FRIENDS!  

OUR SCHOOL OFFERS: 
A Fun, Creative, Developmental Secular & Jewish Curriculum 
Literacy, Art, Music, Science, Math, Shabbat, Holidays and moreé 

Loving Qualified Teachers, Welcoming Community 
Great Student-Teacher Ratio, Individual Attention 

Affordable Tuition, Extended Days/Flexible Schedules 
Great Outdoor Playground 

TERRIFIC TWOS, THRILLING THREES, FABULOUS FOURS, 

AFTERNOON ENRICHMENT, 

MOMõS MORNINGS (0 -12mo)   

BABY Nõ ME and BUBBE/ZAYDE Nõ ME (12-24mo)  
 

Kiddie Kamp -  July 5 th -  August 13 th  
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 10am ð2pm 

     Sports, Nature, Water  Play, Theme Days and more é    
 

Canõt attend an Open House? 

Call to JOIN US FOR A FREE CLASS AND TOUR OF OUR SCHOOL!  
Please call Sandra Borowsky, MS. Ed., Educational Director,  

at (845) 398 -3982, ext. 110 to register or for more information.   

VISIT OUR WE BSITE AT www.theojc.org   
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OJC ONGOING LEARNING AT A GLANCE  
April 2010  

 
Iyyun Tefillah  

Saturday, April 3 at 8:45 a.m.  
An in-depth exploration of the Shabbat liturgy with Rabbi Drill  

 

Rabbiôs Talmud Study Group 
 Wednesdays, April 14, 21 and 28 at 7:30 p.m.  

A weekly group study of Talmudic passages with Rabbi Scheff 
 

Text and Context  
Thursdays, April 8, 15, 22 and 29, 10 a.m. ï 11 a.m. 

Parashat hashavua (the weekly Torah portion) with Rabbi Scheff 
 

Judaism 101 ï The Mitzvah Initiative  
Thursdays, April 15, 22 and 29 at 7:30 p.m.  
Tuesdays, April 13, 20 and 27 at 5:30 p.m.  

A re-introduction to Judaism with an emphasis on ñmitzvahò 
 

Torah nô Treats 
Wednesdays, April 14 and 21 at 12:30 p.m. 

Studies in the Book of Prophets with Rabbi Scheff 
 

Monday Morning Midrash  
Monday, April 26 at 11:00 a.m.  

Join Rabbi Drill monthly as we explore the creative lore of our tradition  
  

Friday Night Lecture Series  
Friday, April 16 at 7 p.m.  

Dr. Marty Cohen continues his 15th year of this monthly series!  
ñJews and Moneylendingò 

 
Biogra phy of God  

Monday, April 26 at 7:30pm 
Explore Jewish perspectives and personal theologies with Rabbi Drill 
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From Ritual: Mitzvah of the Month, by Steve Richter 
Passover commemorates the Jews' exodus from Egypt more than 3,000 years ago. It is one of the most 

celebrated of all Jewish holidays and has the most elaborate dietary rules. Passover is an eight-day 

holiday which begins on the 15
th
 of Nisan. Itôs a holiday that requires preparation weeks before. Aside 

from the regular holiday obligations, we are commanded: "For seven days, leavening shall not be found 

in your houses . . . You shall not eat any leaveningò (Shemot 12:19-20). 

The most significant observance related to Passover involves the removal of chametz from our diets. 

This commemorates the fact that the Jews leaving Egypt were in a hurry and did not have enough time 

to let their bread rise. On the evening before Passover, the ceremony of Bedikat Chametz is performed. 

After the house has been cleaned, a symbolic search for the last remaining traces of leaven takes place 

by candlelight. Chametz includes anything made from the five major grains (wheat, rye, barley, oats 

and spelt) that have not been completely cooked within 18 minutes after coming into contact with 

water. Ashkenazi Jews also avoid rice, corn, peanuts, and legumes (beans) as if they were chametz. All 

of these items are commonly used to make bread; thus the use of them is prohibited to avoid any 

confusion. 

Quinoa pronounced (keen-wah) has a light, fluffy texture when cooked, and its mild, slightly nutty 

flavor makes it an alternative to rice or couscous. Quinoa is kosher for Passover. Itôs easy to digest and 

naturally contains no gluten. Itôs also a good source of dietary fiber and iron. A favorite recipe in our 

home is cold quinoa salad (see below). 

All chametz must be sold. A procedure was created for the ñsellingò of chametz where a Jewish person 

gives permission to his rabbi to ñsellò his chametz to a non-Jewish person with the understanding that 

the sale is symbolic. Our rabbis are available to ñsellò your chametz. See the form for selling your 

chametz in the Passover materials mailed from the OJC. 

 

 

Cold Quinoa Salad (serves 4) 

   l.  1 cup dry quinoa (follow cooking directions on package) 

 

   2.  ½ cup dried cranberries 

         ½ cup shredded raw carrots 

         ½ cup shredded raw butternut squash 

         ½ cup chopped watercress 

         ½ cup chopped red onion or scallion 

         ½ cup sunflower seeds 

 

3. Mix:  ¼ cup apple cider vinegar, ½ cup olive oil, ¼ cup honey. 1 tsp. raspberry or apple jelly and  

salt and pepper to taste.   

 

        Toss cooled quinoa with ingredients in no. 2.  Add dressing in no. 3.  Mix well and serve.  
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Take Me Out to the Ball Game 

by OJC Rabbinic Intern Jesse M. Olitzky 

 

There is nothing that beats Opening Day of the baseball season. We hibernate in our homes all 

winter long, trying to avoid blizzards and snowstorms. Yet, with the arrival of Springtime, we 

embrace the outdoors and enjoy our peanuts and crackerjacks. The beginning of the baseball 

season is filled with so many opportunities. All thirty major league teams begin the season with 

the same record, with no wins and no losses. That means they are all tied for first place! 

Whether you are a fan of the Evil Empire or you are a part of Red Sox Nation, or you support a 

lowly small market team that regularly finishes in last place, you get excited about new 

possibilities; you believe that your favorite team has a chance to compete. They may even make 

it to the World Series! As a die-hard Baltimore Orioles fan, I see April as an opportunity to 

change our ways, to end more than a decade of losing. Usually by mid-May, the Orioles are 

already in last place, serving as the resident ñcellar dwellers,ò way behind the Red Sox and 

Yankees. Donôt worryðby then, the Scheff family gives me daily reminders of the standings!  

Still, Opening Day is an opportunity for renewal and change. The beginning of the baseball 

season almost always coincides with Passover. In fact, this year, Opening Day is at the end of 

the Pesach holiday. I remember going to baseball games with a matzah sandwich and a can full 

of macaroons. It seems that ever since I was a child, Opening Day and Pesach were intertwined.  

The Hebrew month of Nissan is often referred to in our Torah as the month of Aviv, or more 

literally, Springtime. It is also called the first month (ironically the New Year is in the seventh 

month of Tishrei). With firsts come new beginnings. The ñfirst monthò is no exception. During 

Springtime, flowers blossom and birds return from their vacation down south. More 

importantly, we begin anew. So many of the symbols on the Seder plate exemplify such new 

beginnings: the karpas (green vegetable) is connected to Spring and the beitzah (egg) is 

connected to birth and the life cycle. We remember what it is like to be free on Passover, and 

with that freedom comes the opportunity to change our 

ways. This serves as our new beginning. We are like a 

baseball team on Opening Day. We have a promising 

season ahead, but it is up to us to decide what we do with 

it!  

Forget about how you did last season. Step up to the 

plate . . . and swing for the fences! Pesach and Nissan 

can be the beginning of something special and something 

new: YOU! 
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Israelôs Bold Steps 
 

 

Since being sworn in as prime minister in March 2009, Benjamin Netanyahu has broadcast his 

commitment to solving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. He said he supports the creation of a 

demilitarized Palestinian state alongside Israelðan idea that Netanyahu, a lifetime Likudnik, had never 

publicly endorsed until his June 14 speech. The Palestinian Authority (PA) was unmoved by 

Netanyahu's change of heart.  
 

Nonetheless, in November, Netanyahu went a step further, declaring a 10-month moratorium on all 

Israeli construction in the West Bankða concession that Secretary of State Hillary Clinton called 

ñunprecedentedò in advance of negotiations. The PA was unmoved by that gesture, too, because the 

moratorium did not include neighborhoods in eastern Jerusalem such as Gilo, Har Homa, the Jewish 

Quarter of the Old City and student housing near Hebrew University. 
 

While Israel carries out the moratorium, she is also taking steps to improve life for Palestinians in the 

West Bank. In the past several months, Israel has dismantled 185 roadblocks and checkpoints, enabling 

greater freedom of movement between Palestinian cities. Such openness was unheard of during the 

height of the Palestinian campaign of terrorist attacks that began in 2000. Israeli Arabs now routinely 

shop in the West Bank, boosting the economy there by about seven percent last year. 
 

However, while Israel has taken these bold steps, the PA has done nothing to indicate its desire for 

peace with Israel. In fact, PA President Mahmoud Abbas told The Washington Postôs Jackson 

Diehl last May that he expected the United States to pressure Israel while he sat and waited. ñI will 

wait for Israel to freeze settlements,ò Abbas explained. ñUntil then, in the West Bank we have a good 

reality . . . the people are living a normal life.ò  
 

In the same interview with Diehl, Abbas revealed how far-reaching then-Prime Minister Ehud Olmertôs 

offer was in late 2008. Abbas said that Olmert showed him a map proposing a Palestinian state on 97 

percent of the West Bank. Abbas also confirmed that Olmert ñaccepted the principleò of the ñright of 

returnò of Palestinian refugeesðsomething no previous Israeli prime minister had doneðand offered 

to resettle thousands in Israel. But Abbas did not accept Olmertôs offer. Why? ñThe gaps were wide,ò 

Abbas said. 
 

Abbas was not lying. The gaps between Israel and the PA remain wide because the PA maintains a 

maximalist position that is irreconcilable with Israelôs most far-reaching proposals.  
 

Yet, Israel continues to seek peace. As evidenced by Ehud Barakôs offer to Yasser Arafat in 2000, 

Ariel Sharonôs painful withdrawal from Gaza in 2005, Ehud Olmertôs offer to Mahmoud Abbas in 

2008 and Benjamin Netanyahuôs bold steps in 2009, Israel is committed to peacefully ending the 

Israeli-Palestinian conflict once and for all.  
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Where youôll always find a friendly face! 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Spring is here, and with it comes the holiday of Passover. By the time you read this, everybody will be well into planning 

mode for this yearôs Sedersðwho will be coming in and who will be traveling where. 
 

Mishloach Manot 2010 was a great success. We would like to thank the following people: Carol Baker, Ina Filip, Adele 

Garber, Rhonda Plawner, Judi Librot, and Mimi Rosenstock. Without them the beautiful Mishloach Manot packages you 

received would not have been possible. A big shout out to the area captains (you know who you are), and all of the drivers 

who made it possible for 525 families to receive the Mishloach Manot packages. We appreciate all their hard work, time 

and dedication. Another thank you goes out to the 25-30 people/children who showed up to help pack the baskets. It was a 

wonderful and inspiring sight to see. It gives true meaning to the phrase ñMany hands make light work.ò  
 

We are sending a portion of this yearôs Purim Mishloach Manot profits to Table to Table, an organization that helps feed 

the needy in Israel. During the past year Sisterhood made donations to many organizations within the Jewish community 

as a whole as well as inside our OJC community. 
 

Your Sisterhood made recent donations to: 

 Sderot ï childrenôs wellness workbooks  

 West Point Jewish Chapel 

 Lone Soldier Fund in Israel 

 Chisuk Emuna Congregation 

 Womenôs League Masorti Fund 
 

And at home we made donations to: 

 OJC 50
th
 Anniversary 

 OJC Israel Fund 

 OJC Walerstein Scholarship Fund 

 OJC Summertime Kiddush Fund 

 OJC Nursery School 

 OJC Religious School 

 OJC Wall hangings in the Simcha Room 

 

Some of these donations clearly benefit the OJC community as a whole or support aspects of the OJC community. Others 

benefit people and organizations in need in Israel. So as always, just as all Jews are expected to reach out and offer 

support, we as a Sisterhood reach out and offer support to those in need. Thank you for your support and for being 

part of the Sisterhood at OJC. 
 

Hag Pesach Sameach,  

& Cedine 
 

*** Sunday May 23rd is the Salute to Israel Day Parade in 

New York City. ***  

*** Come on out and march with OJC & Rockland 

Community: more info to follow. *** 
 

 

Remember to visit our gift shop and check out our new arrivals for the holidays. Competitive pricing, no 

delivery charges, and excellent service! Call Frieda Seidner (845) 359-6366 or Faye Dinowitz (845) 353-1934 

for all of your Judaica gift needs! 
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Menõs Club News 
 

February and March have been busy months for the Menôs Club. February 7 was our 

first World Wide Wrap. Men and women came together to do one of our most basic 

mitzvot. For some men it was the first time since their Bar Mitzvah and for the women, 

it was the first time ever. We shared this event with Menôs Clubs in the US, Canada, 

Colombia, Brazil and Australia. Kudos to Jeff Horowitz for the organization and thank 

you to the rabbis and the other experienced ñwrappersò for their patience and expertise. 

 

March brought three important events: the Comedy Show, a jazz concert, and Menôs 

Club Shabbat. The comedy show was written by Jay Rifkin and performed by Rabbis Scheff and Drill, the 

Barbershop Quartet (Eric Goldman, Jonathan Lesserson, Bruce Machlis, and Jeff Weiss), Steve Bass, Bart 

Bookman, Judy Cohen, Glenn Hirsh, Rosina Hirsh, Aimee Kaufman, and Nancy Scheff. Music was provided by 

Jaime Hazan and Jon Lesserson. Larry Rosenberg organized the jazz show featuring Jon Weber, noted musician 

and composer. Menôs Club Shabbat was organized by Lloyd Fishman and Mike Pucci. Their work made it easy 

for the participants.   

 

The month of April has three special events to put on 

your calendar. First is the Yellow Candle Program 

from the Federation of Jewish Menôs Clubs (FJMC), 

which aims to ensure that the victims of the Holocaust 

are never forgotten. Lighting a yellow candle provides 

us an opportunity to think about oppression and 

genocide in our generation as well. Your yellow 

candle will be delivered right after Passover in time 

for the OJC Yom HaShoah Program from the Holocaust Committee on April 11 and 

12. Donations for the yellow candles are used to support our scholarship program and the Holocaust Center. 
 

Next is the Man of the year Dinner for the Hudson Valley Region of the FJMC, which is being held Thursday, 

April 22, 2010, at the OJC. Our honoree is Jeffry Horowitz. Jeff is a special man and we all need to come out 

and support him. You will be receiving a special flyer with information about tickets and journal ads. 

 

April 27, 2010, brings a Sunday morning lecture from Jennifer 

Katanic of the Museum of Modern Art. Her topic is the art of 

Marc Chagall. This fascinating Jewish artist has a unique 

history. Like the jazz concert, this program has no admission 

fee but we ask for voluntary contributions to the Bruce Cowen 

Memorial Scholarship Fund. 
 

BE A PART OF MENôS CLUB ï SHARE YOUR IDEAS 

AND MAKE THEM A REALITY.  
 

 

Save the dates:  April 11 and 12: Yom HaShoah Program (OJC Holocaust Committee) 

                            April 22 ï Man of the Year Dinner honoring Jeff Horowitz 

      April 27 ï The Art of Marc Chagall  
 

I look forward to seeing you at our coming events. 

Bart Bookman 
Menôs Club President 
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Tanakh Thoughts                                                 by Marty Cohen 

      

 

 
 

The Moabites, who are mentioned many times in Tanakh, are probably best known as the people who gave us Ruth, the 

ancestor of King David. However, in Biblical times, there was much more interaction between them and the Israelites. 
 

The land of Moab lies across the Jordan River opposite the Dead Sea. If you are on top of Masada and look eastward you 

can see the hills of Moab very clearly.   
 

About the same time that the Israelite tribes were approaching the Jordan from the east, other related Semitic tribes were 

involved in the same migratory process. Some of them had arrived in what is now Jordan a short time before the Israelites 

and had already established their own countries. In order to get to the Jordan and to cross into Canaan, the Israelites had to 

find some corridor of approach. It  turned out to be hard to find.   
 

The Moabites were one of the tribes had that arrived earlier and the Israelites encountered them. Racially, the Moabites 

were, like the Israelites, of western Semitic stock and spoke nearly the same language. So alike were they that, had they 

not chosen their own national god, Chemosh, they very well could have been part of the coalition of tribes known as the 

Israelites. But that difference separated the two peoples forever. 
 

The Torah and the other early books of Tanakh describe the tension between the two peoples. Though the Israelites did 

find their corridor to Canaan (between the Moabites and another Semitic tribe, the Ammonites,) two of the tribes, Reuben 

and Gad, decided to remain east of the Jordan. Fate was not kind to them. Eventually they disappear from history, 

probably being absorbed by the peoples among whom they settled. 
 

As is the case today, the land across the Jordan, while not exactly flowing with milk and honey, was much more fruitful 

and productive than Moab. Therefore, in the Israelitesô early history they were raided often by the Moabites, who were 

seeking quick gain. Intermittent warfare began with one side and then the other gaining prominence. 
 

Peace seems to have prevailed in Ruthôs time. Naomi and her family sought refuge there during a famine in Israel and the 

people of Bethlehem later seem to have raised no objection when one of their wealthiest citizens, Boaz, married Ruth, the 

Moabite. But by the time of King David, relations got worse and David declared war and conquered the land of Moab. 
 

Moab was ruled by David and Solomon, and when the Israelite people split into two kingdoms, the northern kingdom took 

it over. From then on, there was continuous strife between the two peoples. A famous stele was discovered in modern 

times, on which a king of Moab, named Mesha, records in Moabite the details of his great victory over Israel. The stone is 

very easy to understand for Hebrew readers because its language and alphabet greatly resemble Biblical Hebrew.   
 

There was another war between the Israelites and the Moabites that has confused Biblical scholars. As recorded  in Kings, 

this war is going badly against the Moabites. Their land has been devastated and their capital city is under siege. In 

desperation, the Moabite king publicly sacrifices his son to Chemosh on the outer walls of the city and this raises fears in 

the minds of the Israelites as to the outcome. They lift the siege and go home. Why were they afraid after the sacrifice?  

Probably because the Israelites were not yet true monotheists and they knew they were in the homeland of Chemosh.  

They felt that Chemosh might accept the sacrifice and intervene on the side of the Moabites. Even more puzzling is that 

Kings reports that God was angry with the Israelites and so they lost. Why would God be angry with the Israelites because 

the Moabites sacrificed to Chemosh? Could it be the other way around? That is, the Israelites could not take the capital 

city and so the Biblical author concluded that God was angry with the Israelites. Certainly, the author could not come to 

the conclusion that Chemosh intervened! 
 

Eventually, like the Israelites, the Moabites were conquered by the Assyrians and then by other waves of invaders such as 

the Babylonians and Persians. But whereas the Israelites and their descendents survived to this day, the Moabites 

completely faded from history. 
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From the Editor: 
 

Some folks say that lousy weather and power outages are retribution from God for whatever you did 

wrong, like giggling in shul (see last monthôs editorôs article). Well, yes, I have giggled in shulðmore 

than once I will confessðbut somehow I canôt connect a humongous tree falling across my street and 

landing on every wire that connects to my house and two or three surrounding houses to my giggling in 

shul. Iôm just not that important! My immediate neighbors have probably never set foot in a shul, 

mainly because theyôre Chinese and speak Mandarin, and they didnôt have any power either. The guy 

whose tree it was (who shall remain nameless) has definitely giggled in shul but I still donôt believe that 

God does this sort of thing to people who like to laugh, however inappropriate the surroundings. 

 

 So what do we make of this tree besides firewood? (And incidentally, if no one was around 

when it toppled over, did it make a noise?) I think we have to treat the matter philosophically and 

consult a sage or two in order to arrive at an explanation that satisfies.  

 

 I scurried to Pirke Avot, which usually has answers to everything. One pithy comment said, ñBe 

circumspect in dealing with public officials.ò Hey! Everybody knows that and the few who donôt are 

the public officials! Besides, public officials will be the last to come to your aid when you call to tell 

them that a gigantic tree and all kinds of live wires are threatening your very existence unless you add a 

hefty campaign contribution to your request.  

 

 Another quote said, ñHe who forgets anything of what he has learned has brought injury upon 

his soul,ò not to mention his property. Basically, what we forgot was to turn off the computers before 

we went away that weekend. By the time you read this we will know if they were fried beyond all use 

or if there was mercy tempering the justice and maybe we can retrieve important stuff, like the jokes 

Bernie Schiffmiller persists in sending by email. As I write this, we are still in the darkðliterally.  

 

 Rabbi Ishmael said, ñReceive all people with a cheerful manner.ò Yeah, great! Try calling O & 

R to find out when youôll have lights again and hear a chirpy voice tell you, ñWe estimate that power 

will be restored sometime before 2011. Have a nice day.ò  

 

 Rabbi Elazar ben Hisma said, ñThe rules about bird-offerings are essential precepts.ò Movinô on 

along. . . . 

 

Finally, Ben Zoma said, ñWho is rich? He who is happy with his portion.ò I tried, really I did. 

But my portion was a house with a temperature of 45 degrees, water that turned to ice pellets when I 

attempted a shower, and a refrigerator that oozed melted glop in assorted mismatched colors all over 

the kitchen floor. It was a struggle, but I finally had to declare ñI am not happy with my portion!ò   

 

 I reluctantly concluded that though Pirke Avot contains deathless wisdom, it does not answer the 

question of why a tree decided to uproot itself and take a flying leap across a whole street and disrupt 

the power lines for X number of days. (I donôt know exactly how many days yet.) If the tree had a mind 

of its ownðthatôs a whole ónother theological subject and one that deserves a whole ónother article. 

Somebody else can write it. 
 

Judy Cohen 
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HOLD THE DATE  
************ *********************  

ORANGETOWN JEWISH CENTER and  STATE OF ISRAEL 

BONDS 
 

cordially invite you to  attend a brunch reception honoring 

                            
SHARON AACH           BART BOOKMAN       ADELE GARBER 

HARA HARTMAN        GLENN HIRSH             CEDINE ISSMAN 

                                                     CINDY LEVINE 
 

SUNDAY, APRIL 18th, 2010, 10:00 A.M. 
at the Orangetown Jewish Center 

 

Guest Speaker:  Dr. Raanan Gissin  
one of Israelôs leading senior political advisors who served with distinction as the official spokesman for 

former Prime Minister Ariel Sharon 
 

   INVITATIONS TO FOLLOW                            COUVERT:  $18.00 PER PERSON 
 

 

Patriotic Purimspiel Packs a Punch! 
 

Congratulations to the OJC Purimspiel Players and all who were associated with this terrific 

performance. In case you couldnôt figure out who was under those designer costumes and who was 

responsible for everything else, here is a list of the cast and crew: 
 

Cast: Erica Antebi, Jonathan Antebi, Lisa Antebi, Sam Brosinsky, Russell Filip, Hara Hartman, Cara 

Kupferman, Julia Kupferman, Keira Portney, Greta Pucci, Sophia Pucci, Michael Scolnick, Cheryl 

Slavin, Dana Sokol, Kim Lori Sokol, Lauren Sokol, Elisabeth Steckler, Melodie Teich, and Emma 

Weiss 
 

Director: Arlene Nathan 
 

Assistant Directors: April Kupferman and Kim Lori Sokol 
 

Script: Arlene Nathan and Michael Scolnick 
 

Make-up: Adi Green, Holly Seeger, and Lily Seeger 
 

Props: Antebi Family, Arlene Nathan, and Cheryl Slavin 
 

 

LITERARY MAGAZINE ANYONE??  
 

The lines are still open! Call Judy Cohen (845) 359-5923 if youôre interested in participation in the founding of 

an OJC literary magazine. You can be a writer, an organizer, a publicity personðwhatever makes you happy! 

All we need is a few good menðand women! It wonôt be a lot of work but it will  be a lot of fun! 
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A Special Message from Rabbi Scheff & Rabbi Drill 
 

The Shoah was a raging fire that devoured millions of lives and the countless generations that would have 

followed. Trying to comprehend the suffering or understand the evil that accompanied the destruction of 

European Jewry is futile. Yet, even while we still hear the stories of survivors, there are those who stir the coals 

of hatred at the heart of this fire and claim that these events never took place. 

 There is another flame that still burns in our midst from this episode in our history. It is the flame that is 

the souls of all those who fell victim to the Holocaust. It is the flame that represents the indestructible essence 

of every human life that remains with us as long as we remember. It is the flame that reminds us of Godôs 

presence among us, even when Godôs image seems hidden. 

 We are the keepers of that flame. In teaching the difficult lessons of the Holocaust, we must strive to be 

its guardians for the sake of those who perished and for the sake of our own children. We must convey the 

courage and the sacrifice of so many who died sanctifying Godôs name by the way they lived, sharing this flame 

and entrusting us with its keeping. It is up to us now to continue to feed this flame in the way we learn and teach 

about those who passed it to us. The flame calls to use to remember, and to live a life worth remembering. 

 We invite you once again to be among our Keepers of the Flame as part of our 24-hour Yom HaShoah 

commemoration. Beginning Sunday April 11 at 6 PM, and continuing for 24 hours through Monday evening, 

we will reserve our sanctuary for the purpose of tending a flame in quiet meditation and prayer. Anyone may 

join in lighting a candle and sitting in our sanctuary for as long as they may choose, while a solitary flame will 

be tended by a series of shomrim (ñkeepersò or ñguardiansò) who will rotate on an hourly basis. 

 If you would like to be one of our Keepers of the Flame, please reply to chirodad4@aol.com or call Dr. 

Larry Suchoff at (845) 354-0677 with your name and an hour you would like to serve as a shomer. We look 

forward to sharing this important and meaningful communal experience with you. 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

"A novel of ideas and passions....An exploration of 

Judaism in conflict with a vigorous and powerful 

surrounding cultureéthe pagan world of Greece and 

Rome." (Chaim Potok) 

"ébrings the age of the Talmud to lifeé" 

 

Please RSVP to Rhoda Pochter 
 

845-359-4748 roleero@aol.com 

 
 

mailto:chirodad4@aol.com
mailto:roleero@aol.com
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Spousal Caregivers Need Attention, Too, 
By Robert W. Goldfarb, submitted by Florence Newman 

and reprinted with permission 

 

My wife recently was rushed to a hospital in Palm Beach County [Florida] where we learned she had a bilateral 

subdural hematoma, ña bleed around her brainò in laymenôs less clinical, more brutal language. 

 This article is not about Muriel, who is recovering rapidly from her craniotomy. Itôs about how Iôll 

respond in the future to friends who hurry to the ER as spouse and leave as caregiver. 

 Iôll never again ask, ñHowôs your husband doing?ò and return uninvolved to my day. Instead Iôll say, 

ñHereôs my cell phone number. Call me night or day if I can help and Iôll come at once. Iôll be upset if you 

donôt call.ò 

 I wonôt offer unsolicited advice that only wounds the caregiver. ñYou should get a second opinion.ò Or 

ñI didnôt know this hospital had neurosurgeons. I hope you checked them out.ò 

 When you sit at your spouseôs bedside for 15 hours a day, no one has to remind you to get a second 

opinion, or a third or a fourth. You exhaust your cell phone seeking advice from every doctor you know, every 

friend related to a doctor. 

 Iôd tell friends, ñIôm getting you a turkey sandwich. Open the door a crack and Iôll hand it to you.ò 

Iôd also say, ñNo matter what time it is, call me if you just want to talk.ò Only two friendsðin distant citiesð

called to say, ñMy wife tells me all about Muriel. But how are you doing?ò 

 If asked, Iôd tell the caregiver their spouse needs an advocate, someone at their bedside to say ñHe hasnôt 

eaten all day. The doctor took him off óNothing by Mouthô yesterday. Please bring him some food.ò Or, ñWhy 

are you administering morphine? It left him in a fog all day.ò Youôre the one who must walk to the nursesô 

station to request an extra blanket, glass of water, or pain medication when aides donôt respond to calls. 

 If you learn to balance devotion to your spouse with empathy for overworked nurses, theyôll even bring 

you someoneôs uneaten dinner and let you remain past visiting hours. 

 You call the doctorôs office declaring: ñHe hasnôt been here all day and I need to speak to him as soon as 

possible.ò Only the sound of a spouseôs voice will convey to the receptionist that ñThis is a call youôd better 

return.ò 

 Fifteen hours at a bedside are draining, but without you, your spouse is ñthe one in room 710,ò not the 

beloved who gives your life meaning lying alone in a hospital bed. 

 

 

Save the da tes: October 22 -24, 2010  

 

Orangetown Jewish Center Hazak Presents  

 

Shabbat with your hevre in the beautiful Berkshires!  
 

Those of us who remember with delight the Shabbaton of õ05 are eager to enjoy 
another Shabbat weekend away and share it with others. Ex perience a 
memorable Shabbat in beautiful surroundings at reasonable rates. Our òcamp 
directoró will be the ever-innovative Rabbi Drill. Complete information will be 
coming to you shortly. Meanwhile, call Lydia Katz (845) 352 -2406 or Judy Cohen 
(845) 359 -5923 for glorious details. Youõll have trouble shutting us up! 
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