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Talmud Torah K’neged Kulam: 

The Study of Torah Alone is Equal to All Other Commandments Together 

 

Ma’aseh she-haya: A true story. A congregant made an appointment to see me about an important 

matter. She has no children of her own but wants to leave a legacy to future generations of Jews 

nonetheless. How can she have an impact on the children of the OJC? Moved by her question, I tell 

her that there is an easy answer but there is also a catch.  

The easy answer is that she can support our children in gaining Torah through several funds 

established at the OJC. There are families in our community who value Jewish education but cannot afford its cost. The 

Walerstein Education Scholarship Fund ensures that every child is able to attend our Religious School. The Stanley 

Mustacchi Memorial Fund grants scholarship money to children seeking the education provided by a summertime 

experience at Camp Ramah. At Reuben Gittelman Hebrew Day School, tzedaka assists families for whom Day School 

education is the best choice and donations can be made directly to the school. Donations can be given to the rabbiôs or 

associate rabbiôs discretionary funds earmarked for education. The congregant in my office listens intently, making notes 

about the funds to which she can donate tzedaka and then asks, ñWhatôs the catch?ò   

 

Hereôs the catch. Jewish education is not for children only. If we are thinking about our Jewish legacy, we should all be 

considering our own Talmud Torah, pursuit of Jewish education. How blessed we are here at the OJC to have so many 

opportunities to learn! Many congregants take advantage of learning opportunities that include Talmud, Text and Context, 

Torah and Treats, Purposeful Jewish Life, Journey Group, Rosh Hodesh celebrations, Dr. Marty Cohenôs Friday night 

lectures, Iyyun Tefila and CJERôs Melton Adult Education. There is room at the table for you, I told this congregant. Now 

I tell you who are reading this column, there is room at the table for you as well.  

When you join us at the OJC as a learner, you may find something you have been seeking. You may even find something 

you did not know you were missing. Jewish learning has the potential to transform individuals. Not only does learning 

ñenrich peopleôs lives and ignite their interest in Judaism,ò but it also ñbrings people together, creating the sense of 

community many are seekingò (Isa Aron, Becoming a Congregation of Learners). 

When you join us at the OJC as a learner, you help us become the synagogue we dream of being. According to Aron, ñA 

congregation of learners is a center for authentic Jewish learningðlearning that is viewed as a lifelong endeavor, 

that grows out of the life of the community and which, in turn, strengthens the community.ò   

When we support our children in their education, one of our chief goals is to create lifelong learners. As adults, 

when we set aside time to study and learn, we are being dugmaot, role models, for what we expect of our 

children. 

(continued on p. 12) 
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How to Reach Us 

 
Synagogue Officeééééééééééééééééé. Phone # 845-359-5920ééééééééé.. Fax # 845-398-1646 
  Office@theojc.org 
Administratorééééééééééééééééééé. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Bookkeeperéééééééééééééééééééé Helen Barnettééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 107 
Office Assistant/Donationsééééééééééééé Jacquie Kroenungééééééééééé.845-359-5920 ext. 108 
 
Rabbiééééééééééééééééééééééé Craig Schefféééééééééééééé 845-359-5920 ext. 3 
Associate Rabbiéééééééééééééééééé Paula Mack Drilléééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 103 
Cantoréééééééééééééééééééééé.. Vadim Yuchtéééééééééééééé845-359-5920 ext. 105 
School/Educational Directoréééééééééééé.. Sandra Borowskyééééééééééé..845-398-3982 ext. 110 
Youth Directorééééééééééééééééééé Sharon Rappaportééééééééééé845-623-2990 
 
 
Presidentééééééééééééééééééééé. Glenn Hirshéééééééééééé........,845-365-3096 
1

st
 Vice Presidentééééééééééééééééé.. Andy Blauééééééééééééééé845-365-0543 

Vice Presidentééééééééééééééééééé Jeffry Horowitz   éééééééééééé845-353-8996 
Vice PresidentéééééééééééééééééééKim Lori Sokolééééééééééééé845-398-2910 
Treasurerééééééééééééééééééééé. Bob Kleinberger............................................845-624-1410 
Financial Secretaryéééééééééééééééé...Fran Mintzer-Dolberéééééééééé..201-307-8776 

Recording Secretaryéééééééééééééééé Hara Hartman........................................845-634-6093 

Corresponding SecretaryééééééééééééééMarc Levineéééééééééééé........845-398-3645 
 
Book of Life Donationsééééééééééééééé Renee Priceééééééééééééé.....845-634-7244 
Book of Remembranceééééééééééééééé Helen Atlaséééééééééééééé..845-359-4030 
Bulletin Editorééééééééééééééééééé Judy Cohenéééééééééééééé.845-359-5923 
Calendarééééééééééééééééééééé.. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Catering/Kiddushiméééééééééééééééé. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Cemetery Co-Chairéééééééééééééééé.. Abe Barbashéééééééééé.ééé. 845-735-7226 
Cemetery Co-Chairéééééééééééééééé... Arthur Sandersééééééééééé.é..845-638-0473 
Facility Chairééééééééééééééééééé.. Eli Josephséééééééééééééé.845-365-1563 
Associate Facility Chairéééééééééééééé.. Dave Kalanéééééééééééééé.. 845-359-6314 
Food Pantry Co-Chairééééééééééééééé.. Cedine Issmanééééééééééééé845-359-5207 
Food Pantry Co-Chairééééééééééééééé.. Susan Kleinéééééééééééééé 845-354-3653 
Insuranceééééééééééééééééééééé.Abe Barbashééééééééééééé.. 845-735-7226 
Israeli Affairsééééééééééééééééééé.. Jeffry Horowitzéééééééééééé.. 845-353-8996 
Israeli Affairsééééééééééééééééééé.. Allen Levinsonéééééééééééé.. 201-934-9254 
Legal Co-ChairéééééééééééééééééééArthur Sanderséééééééééééé. 845-638-0473 
Legal Co ChairéééééééééééééééééééIrwin Portnoyééééééééééééé..845-562-1028 
Membership Recruitment Co-Chairééééééééé. Esther Berkowitzéééééééééééé845-365-0060 
Membership Recruitment Co-Chairééééééééé. Evelyn Winikofféééééééééééé. 845-358-2564 
Men's Club Presidentééééééééééééééé.. Bart Bookmanééééééééééééé 845-942-2736 
OJC Directoryééééééééééééééééééé.Janet Milleréééééééééééééé. 845-359-7647 
OJC Directoryééééééééééééééééééé.Andrea Sherman..ééééééééééé..845-634-2256 
Publicity/Advertising......................................................................................................................................................... 
Ritual Chairéééééééééééééééééééé. Ken Lefféééééééééééééééé845-353-8668 
Ritual Committee/ Bar/Bat Aliyah Listsééééééé.. Lloyd Fishmanééééééééééééé201-476-9668 
School Board Co-PresidentéééééééééééééHara Hartmanééééééééééééé..845-634-6093 
School Board Co-President/éé.éééééééééé..Sharon Aachéééééééééééé.é..201-476-1050 
Sisterhood Co-Presidentéééééééééééééé.Cindy Levineééééééééééééé.. 845-398-3645 
Sisterhood Co-Presidentéééééééééééééé.Cedine Issmanéééééééééééé.. 845-359-5207 
Sisterhood Gift Shopéééééééééééééééé Frieda Seidnerééééééééééééé 845-359-6366 
Social Action/Good & WelfareééééééééééééMadeline Roimisheréééééééééé. 845-359-4846 
Special DuesééééééééééééééééééééFaye Dinowitzééééééééééééé 845-353-1934 
Web Site ï www.TheOJC.org:éééééééééééé.Marc Levineéééééééééééééé845-398-3645 
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Iôm feeling very lonely these days. Itôs hard for me to believe Iôm experiencing these feelings 

when I think about all that has happened during my first 5 months as president, but I do actually 

feel lonely. These first few months have been very busy. Organizational issues occupied my time 

during the summer. I had to make sure that all the operating committees of the synagogue were 

in place and functioning properly. Then my focus changed to preparing for the High Holidays. 

Even though the holidays were ñlateò this year, it seemed like they arrived in a flash. There was so much to do 

and somehow, almost miraculously, the holidays came and went with an almost flawless beauty. We had well 

over 1000 people at each main service for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. About 175 people joined us for a 

Shabbat dinner in our sukkah. And right in the middle of the holiday season we honored Henry Rosen for his 

more than 40 years of service to this synagogue. On October 18
th

, as part of our Shabbat morning service, over 

400 people helped us celebrate with Henry, culminating with a Kiddush luncheon that was magnificent. It was a 

fitting tribute to a man who has fed us for so many years. A few days later, we ended the High Holiday season 

with over 150 congregants celebrating Simchat Torah and honoring Fran and Barry Friedman and Cindy and 

Marc Levine for all they have done and continue to do for our synagogue. Ten days later, over 200 people came 

together as our community honored Rosina and me, and Sandy Borowsky and Sharon Rappaport at the annual 

OJC Gala. There is so much to say about this event but to sum it up in just a few words: the Orangetown Jewish 

Center knows how to throw a party and if you missed this one, you wonôt want to miss next yearôs event when 

we celebrate the shulôs 50
th

 anniversary. 

 

Itôs obvious that we belong to a very busy synagogue that has so much to offer all its members. Come to any 

Shabbat service and you will hear me read 5 minutes of announcements describing 6 to 8 programs of substance 

that are happening within a monthôs time. With so much going on and so much to take care of, how could a 

president of the OJC possibly feel lonely? Itôs because I donôt know how many of you are actually reading what 

we have to say every month in this bulletin. So much time goes into putting the Shaliach together. All of the 

participantsðthe writers, the editor and our web masterðput in significant hours to produce a product worthy 

of your limited time. Our goal each month is to make this bulletin informative and entertaining. But I think that 

many of you put it aside for another time, a time thatôs more convenient, a time that may never come. It is with 

this in mind that I ask a favor of you. My e-mail address is president@theojc.org and my telephone number is 

(845) 365-3096. I would like each of you to send me a brief note as an acknowledgment that you actually read 

the Shaliach. You can describe your likes and dislikes if you choose or you can just simply send a note telling 

me that you read the Shaliach. You do not need to express an opinion. If you donôt have access to e-mail or if 

you prefer, you can leave a message for me at my home. I am interested in knowing that the commitment of 

time and effort is resulting in a meaningful communication tool that is useful to and appreciated by our 

congregation. I hope to hear from you because your opinion matters to me. 

 

In the meantime, whether you read the Shaliach or not, whether you care about my loneliness or not, what is 

important is that you continue to participate in the programs that take place here at the OJC. Your participation 

is what makes this shul stand out in our community. By the time this article is published, we will have 

completed another successful Mitzvah Day. Hundreds of our congregants will have worked together spreading 

good will throughout our immediate neighborhood and the surrounding areas. And then we move on to the first 

night of Chanukah celebration which takes place on December 21
st
. Again, so many families, youthful and 

mature, will come to OJC to light their menorah candles in a brilliant display of light and togetherness. With so 

much going on in such a caring community, how could anyone be lonely?   
 

BôShalom, Happy Chanukah and keep smiling! 

Glenn Hirsh  
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From Ritual: Itôs the Ec0nomy, Stupid 
 

It is no secret to anyone that the economy of our country has fallen upon difficult times. It 

may, however, be a secret to many that the economy is having disastrous effects upon some 

of our own congregants. 

 

At the most recent meeting of the Board of Trustees, one of the topics of discussion was the effect that the 

recent downturn in the economy has had on various members of our community. Requests for special dues are 

on the increase. Some members have already lost jobs; others donôt know from day to day whether they will 

have one. There are members who are struggling to put food on the table for their families, or who are facing 

possible foreclosure. 
 

While watching me struggle with an idea for this monthôs Shaliach column, Nohra came up with the topic of the 

role of charity in Judaism. Knowing better than to not follow one of Nohraôs ñsuggestions,ò I decided to do a 

little research into the topic. 
 

Tzedakah is actually a religious obligation in Judaism. No matter what oneôs financial position, Judaism 

requires that we give some form of tzedakah. According to some leading rabbinic scholars, the giving of charity 

is equal to the merits of all the other 612 mitzvot. The mitzvah of performing acts of charity arises out of the 

commandment that farmers not harvest the corners of their fields, leaving this produce for the use of the poor.  

As this column is being written shortly after the end of our High Holiday season, I noted with interest that 

tzedakah is one of the three main acts that can annul a less than favorable heavenly decree. My check is in the 

mail. 
 

We are all familiar with the maxim, ñGive a man a fish and you feed him for a day; teach a man to fish and you 

feed him for life.ò This principle actually is derived from the teachings of Maimonides. According to 

Maimonides, the highest form of charity is to give a person the ability to live without receiving charity. This can 

be done through offering the needy person a job, entering into a partnership with the person, making an interest-

free loan to the person, or giving the person a grant. The second highest form of charity is to give anonymously 

to an unknown person in need, through a trustworthy person or fund. In total, Maimonides listed eight levels of 

giving tzedakah. 
 

The Board of Trustees has launched an investigation into how we can best take care of our members in need. 

Stay tuned to your various sources of communication from the OJC for further information. Pending the 

formation of any formal effort, the discretionary funds of our rabbis are always available. You can help assure 

delicious Kiddush luncheons for members, both needy and not, by contributing to Ritual or by donating a 

Kiddush yourselves. Or you can donate to one of the many charities that serve the Rockland County area. Also, 

watch for the next opportunity to assist on one of the nights that the OJC opens its doors to the countyôs 

homeless. 
 

Ken Leff, Ritual Chair 

 

 

With a Song in My Heart  
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F  
 

We all look forward to the joys of Chanukah: lighting candles, playing dreidel, tasting the delicious 

latkes and sufganiot (jelly doughnuts), and giving gelt and gifts to our children. But what can we add to 

teach our children the valuable lessons of Chanukah and to celebrate the true spirit of the holiday? By 

reviewing the history of Chanukah we learn about the lure of assimilation, the triumph of the small 

minority over the strong majority, and the restoration of religious freedom. Chanukah is a historical 

celebration of courage, freedom, and joy. It is important to remember the strength of the Jews, the realization that miracles do 

happen, and the importance of giving. By teaching our children their heritage, we help them become responsible, proud, 

committed, and caring Jewish adults.   

 At Chanukah we can show our children that being Jewish is fun, with a lot to celebrate. Families can create new 

traditions through enjoyable, meaningful activities, such as making your own menorahs, inviting friends for candle lighting, 

dreidel playing and songs, baking doughnuts and frying latkes together, and composing a Chanukah song, poem, or skit. 

Families can make Chanukah more meaningful by making presents for each other, giving ñcouponsò for household tasks or for 

special time together, buying gifts for needy children, and volunteering at a homeless shelter or food bank.  

  One of my favorite activities is creating meditations to be said each night after lighting the candles. These readings can 

be used to spark discussions about Jewish values. 

  First Candle-The Light of Courage- The story of the Maccabees is a lesson in strength and courage. Courage is not 

about discarding our fears and blindly walking into all situations, but distinguishing what is important and standing strong for 

our ideals.  

 Second Candle-The Light of Gratitude- During Chanukah we are more open to miracles, both ancient and modern. May 

we see the blessings and miracles that are a part of our lives during Chanukah, and may this attitude permeate the everyday 

moments of our lives. 

 Third Candle-The Light of Sharing- Pirsume Ha Nes, publicizing the miracle, is our way of sharing with the world the 

miraculous survival of the Jewish people. The lit menorah is a visible sign of our ability to overcome hardship. 

 Fourth Candle-The Light of Knowledge- Jewish people have always been committed to learning. No matter where we 

lived, whether we were rich or poor, oppressed or free, we created and supported educational institutions. This passion kept our 

minds free when we were otherwise persecuted. Now that we can live securely as Jews, let us not discard our devotion to 

learning. It is the secret to our existence.  

 Fifth candle- The Light of Service- We should not wait for a specific situation to be of service to God. Every day we 

can be of service to God in many ways. 

 Sixth Candle- The Light of Wisdom- Jews must remember that wisdom is not quickly attained. It is acquired in steps, 

each building on one another. These steps involve skills that we can learn and practice: listening, remembering, and teaching. 

Wisdom is within everyoneôs grasp. 

 Seventh Candle- The Light of Love- Jews strive to be people who perform acts of chesed- loving-kindness. These acts 

of love are not abstract; they take shape by the actions we weave into the fabric of our lives.  

 Eighth Candle- The Light of Hope- We are not always the direct beneficiaries of our efforts, but we must continue to 

invest in our world with the belief that our work will benefit our children and grandchildren. In this way we nourish hope for 

ourselves and for the future.  

For Chanukah at the OJC Religious School, our students will focus on all these themes as we learn the history, 

customs, insights, prayers, and songs. Our 2
nd

 grade will have its erev Shabbat family dinner on Friday, December 5
th

, and 

students in various grades will lead family services. On Sunday, December 7
th

 is our Chanukah Boutique from 10am-1pm, 

which will feature a large variety of vendors selling gifts for all ages and in every price range. Our special school-wide 

celebration for our students in grades 3-7 will be on Tuesday, December 16
th

, and parents are invited to attend our Chanukah 

Concert on Wednesday, December 17
th

, when our children in grades K-2 will be performing. Back by popular request is our 

Annual Menorah Madness Contest whose winners will be announced at our school celebrations. I hope you will come and see 

the display of our studentsô unusual, unique, usable menorahs. Last year the creations were fantastic and we are excited to see 

this yearôs masterpieces! Yasher Koach to our 4
th

 grade class for coordinating our school-wide stuffed animal drive for children 

in Sderot. Rabbi Scheff and our congregants took these gifts when they went to Israel on their Mitzvah Mission. Our 6
th

 grade is 

looking forward to packing lunches for our Helping Hands program, and our 7
th

 grade students will make their holiday visit to 

the senior residents at the Esplanade at Palisades. These are only a few of our schoolôs upcoming learning experiences which, 

like the Festival of Lights, enlighten our studentsô religious consciousness, foster their spirituality, and motivate their dedication 

to Jewish life.       

May you and your loved ones have a meaningful, memorable joyous Chanukah. Chag Sameach,  

Sandy Borowsky  
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OJC Religious School Kitah Korner 
 

ARE YOU SMARTER THAN A KITAH DALET -er?! 
 

This year in Kitah Dalet, we have spent much time learning about the Jewish holidays. The students have put together 

some questions (and answers!) all by themselves, just for you. ENJOY J 

 Morah Raizel, Morah Rachelle, and Kitah Dalet 

 

Rosh HaShanah: by Malka S. & Aviva L 

1. What does Rosh HaShanah mean? 

2. Why do we dip apples in honey? 

3. Why do we blow the shofar on Rosh HaShanah? 

4. Why do we throw breadcrumbs in the water and 

what is it called? 
 

Yom Kippur: by Baruch R., Yisrael T., Yacov S. (and 

Morah Rachelle) 

5. Why do we fast on Yom Kippur? 

6. What is the name of the prayer in which we 

confess our sins? 

7. On a regular weekday, there are 3 times of 

prayer.  How many are there on Yom Kippur? 
 

Sukkot: by Yonatan A., Yehoshua T.,  & Boruch  

Simcha S. 

8. How many walls do you have to have in a 

sukkah?  

9. What must be in a sukkah? 

10. What do you shake in a sukkah? 

11. What do you have to be able to see through the 

ceiling of a sukkah? 
 

Simchat Torah: by Chananya Lipa G., Rachel W., & 

Simcha W. 

12. Why do we dance on Simchat Torah? 

13. Why do we end the Torah? 

14. Why do we call it Simchat Torah? 

15. Why do we sing songs on Simchat Torah? 
 

Chanukah: by Eliyahu S., Binyamin W.,  & Rachmiel J. 

16. How many candles, including the shamash, does 

the Chanukiya have? 

17. What kind of pancakes do we eat on Chanukah? 

18. Why is Chanukah eight days long? 

19. Why do we give presents on Chanukah? 
 

Purim and Pesach: by Leora S., Sarah M., & Raizel 

Shaina U. 

20. Why do we eat Matzah on Passover? 

21. Why do we eat bitter herbs? 

22. Why do we call the holiday Passover? 

23. Why do we dress up in costumes on Purim? 

24. Why do we eat Hamantaschen on Purim? 

25. Who was Mordechai? 

26. Who helped Esther save the Jews? 

 

ANSWERS 

1. Head or beginning of new Jewish year 

2. to remember this will be a sweet year (!) 

3. it means ñWake up ï itôs a new year!ò 

4. because we are throwing away our sins; itôs 

called Tashlich 

5. to be like angels who donôt eat 

6. Viduy 

7. five (Shacharit, Musaf, Mincha, Ne’ila and 

Ma’ariv) 

8. two and a half 

9. Hebrew writing (??!!) 

10. lulav and etrog 

11. the stars 

12. because we are happy that we get to relive the 

stories in the Torah 

13. because God stopped writing the Torah (!!) 

14. because itôs a happy holiday 

15. because it brings joy to our dancing 

16. nine candles 

17. potato pancakes 

18. because the oil lasted eight days 

19. because itôs a day of giving (?) 

Another reason is that the custom originated as 

giving gelt (money) and was a way to teach our 

children about giving charity 

20. Because the Jews left Egypt in such a hurry, the 

dough did not have time to rise. 

21. to remember the bitter times as slaves 

22. because God ñpassed overò the Jewsô houses 

23. To remember all of the good times (?) 

(Because during the time of the Purim story God 

was hidden ï it looked like bad things were 

going to happen, although in the end it all turned 

upside-down and was good. We ñhideò 

ourselves in our costumes.) 

24. To remember Hamanôs hatðBOO!  

25. He was Estherôs uncle 

26. Mordechai and the king. 
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OJCõS ONGOING LEARNING AT A GLANCE 

December 2008 
 

Iyyun Tefillah 
Saturday, December 6 at 8:45 a.m. 

An in-depth exploration of the Shabbat liturgy with Rabbi Drill 
 
 

 Text and Context 
Thursdays: 10 a.m. ð 11 a.m., December 4, 11 and 18 

Parashat hashavua (the weekly Torah portion) with Rabbi Scheff 
 
 

Torah nõ Treats 
Wednesdays, 12:00 p.m. ð 1:30 p.m., December 3 and 17 

Studies in the Book of Prophets with Rabbi Scheff 
 

 

Talmud Bõkiut 
Wednesdays, December 3, 10 and 17 at 7:30 p.m. 

Join Rabbi Scheff and Rabbi Drill for Hevruta (partnered learning) 
and Shiur (class lesson) as we make our way through 
the Babylonian Talmudõs tractate of Berakhot (Blessings)  

 

 

Toward a Purposeful Jewish Life 
Monday, December 8, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Jewish ethics with Rabbi Drill: 
òMiddot and Mussar: Self Improvement the Jewish Way!ó 

 
 

Friday Night Lecture Series 
Friday, December 12 during 7:00 p.m. Shabbat service 

Dr. Marty Cohenõs topic: òSalomé Alexandra: Reigning Hasmonean Queenó 
 
 

Theodicy ð The Study of God and Evil 
Monday, December 15 at 7:30 p.m. 

Join Rabbi Drill for a year of exploring the question of why bad things happen 
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Another great monthðour Paid-Up Membership DinnerðStone Soup was a smashing success. Each 

memberôs presence added to our ñstone soupò Sisterhood event, which made for a nourishing and enriching 

experience. Everyone left with a good feeling and some great soup. Thank you Sally Kagan and Barbara 

Rosen for putting together such a wonderful evening. We were able to purchase six solar cookers for the 

women of Darfur. Three of them were made possible by Anne Zbar, who graciously donated her 50-50 

winnings back to the Sisterhood ñpot.ò 

 

The Israeli Poetry evening was also a big hit thanks to Andrea Gerson. November was another successful 

month for Sisterhood programsðremember to come on out to find out what all the talk is all about.  

 

As we go to press we are looking forward to another inspiring Mitzvah Day at the OJC where we come 

together as a community to help feed the homeless, give blood, make tapes for tots, make pillows for patients, 

clean up the ñcorner,ò knit for newborns, make gift baskets, feed the hungry, go on a group home visit, give 

the gift of music: sing-along, participate in a coat and bedding drive, participate in the sukkah project, and 

help repair books. What a day it will be! 

 

As always, many of these events are captured in our community video galleryðhttp://www.the 

ojc.org/communityatlarge.htm. Come visit and relive many of these magical moments. 
 

For more details on these and all of our events, please remember to check your mailings, the weekly 

newsletter: ñThis Week @ the OJC,ò and the OJC website: http:www.theojc.org. Please support our 

programs, gift shop, and fundraisers. We are here for you and the entire OJC community. Make the 

OJC Sisterhood your Sisterhood! 
 

Cindy &  Cedine 
______________________________________________________________________________  

Do A Mitzvah  

THE RHODA BLOOM KOSHER FOOD PANTRY 
 

NEEDS THE FOLLOWING ITE MS:  

Cans of white potatoes and cans of coffee. 
 
 

All items need    U   or K symbol. 

 
It is the OJCôs turns to distribute the food 

Sunday, December 21, 2008 

Volunteers are needed 

9:30 am ï 12:00 noon  
 

Any questions please call Cedine Issman (845) 359-5207 

Where youôll always find a friendly face! 
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Menõs Club: Happenings 
 

By the time you read this article, Mitzvah Day will have taken place. Parents and children 

will have come together to provide service to the synagogue (such as taking down the 

sukkah) and to others less fortunate than we are. If we had polled the parents who came out, 

we probably would have found that they are repeating what was modeled for them as they 

were growing up, passing this ideal on to their children.   

 

Role models are important for everybody. As boys, our first role models were our fathers. 

Many of our other role models have come from traditions, pop culture (think John Wayne and Clint Eastwood), 

and what we perceive the role of a man to be. Menôs Club is embarking on a program from the Federation of 

Jewish Menôs Clubs called ñHearing Menôs Voices.ò These are workshops in which we examine many of the 

aspects of our Jewish male identity including: 

¶ Work and Worth, which explores work-related ideas and their connection to identity issues, 

workplace ethics, illness, and the loss of a job.   

¶ Our Fathers/Ourselves, which explores menôs roles in the Jewish family and helps men better 

understand their relationships with their fathers and their children. 

¶ Body and Spirit, which discusses health issues that concern men and provides tips on how to live 

healthier and happier lives. 

¶ Listening to Godôs Voice, which focuses on menôs spiritual lives and examines the different ways 

they connect with God. 

 

Our first ñHearing Menôs Voicesò program will take place on Sunday, December 14. We will have a leader to 

guide us and the first topic will focus on the relationship between career (current or past) and identity. 

 

Other programs are not just for men. Take a look at the items below. 

 

January 11, 2009, brings a different and timely breakfast meeting focusing on financial questions you need to be 

asking at different points in your life. 

 

February brings two fun Saturday night events. The first is Comedy Night on February 7, which is cosponsored 

by the Religious School. After the comedians you will be treated to song parodies and skits by the Menôs Club 

Not-Quite-Ready-for-Prime-Time players. This is an opportunity to forget our troubles and laugh out loud. 

 

February 14
th

 is Adult Night Outða DJ and Karaoke night. Dance and sing to songs you know the words to.  

Prizes will be given to the best individual and group karaoke singers. This will be a great night to leave the kids 

home and have a date with your spouse. 
 

We hope to see you at these events in the near future. 
 

Sincerely, 

Bart Bookman 
Menôs Club President 
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Tanakh Thoughts                     by Marty Cohen 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Continuing our series of articles about the Megillah, we now come to Esther, the real hero of the story. 

Mordechai is sort of a hero, too, but heôs the one who got us into the mess in the first place. Esther is the one 

who got us out. 
 

What is most interesting about Esther is that she is the only person in the tale whose personality develops for the 

better as the story unfolds. The adopted ward of her cousin Mordechai, Esther is at first the model of an 

obedient, docile young woman. She does whatever she is told to do mainly because she has no choice. First she 

obeys Mordechai in all matters. This includes going into the harem with other young beautiful virgins to be 

trained to please the king. Esther is the model of decorum within the harem and even the guards are impressed 

with her good nature and fall all over themselves to do her favors. However, she requests no special treatment 

and even refuses some of the standard accoutrements that are supplied to enhance her desirability. Obviously 

Estherôs subservient behavior, clearly in contrast to the defiant Vashti, is just what the king was looking for and 

he selects her as his queen. Later, when Mordechai asks her to go unbidden to the king to plead for her people at 

the risk of her own life, Esther agrees to do it. 
 

But then Esther takes charge. First, she gives instructions to Mordechai to have the Jews fast for her. Then it is 

she, not Mordechai, who comes up with the plan of stringing the king along by suggesting that she has a request 

but twice postponing asking it just to increase the kingôs interest in what is on her mind. She is the one who 

tricks the king into denouncing the yet unrevealed villain who would harm her. In his wrath, the king promises 

to save her without yet knowing what she is talking about. She is the one who craftily ties in her peopleôs fate 

with hers, thus getting the king on the Jewsô side as well as her own. She is the one who molds the drama so that 

the king, a collaborator in the plan for destruction, is not accused of anything and is even made to believe that 

he will lose financially by the destruction of the Jews. And finally, she is the one who, in a moment worthy of 

any great play, turns and dramatically points the accusing finger at Haman. 
 

After that Esther continues to lead. The king turns Hamanôs estates over to Esther and she instructs Mordechai 

to be the caretaker of the properties, though the properties still belong to her. It is Esther who obtains from the 

king the right for the Jews to defend themselves against their enemies. It is also Esther, realizing that the fight 

against the Jewsô enemies was not yet complete after the first day of fighting, who obtains from the king the 

right for the Jews to attack their enemies for a second day. Finally, as a demonstration of the Jewsô new 

strength, Esther convinces the king to publicly hang Hamanôs ten sons, who had been slain on the first day of 

fighting. 
 

When the tidings of the fighting, along with the instructions to observe the holiday of Purim, were sent out to 

Jews throughout the kingdom, the messages were sent not only in Mordechaiôs name but in Estherôs name as 

well.  

 

Overall, not bad for a nice Jewish girl. 
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From the Editor: 
 
Here I am, typing with one hand and itôs the wrong hand to boot. I should have started by telling you 

that I am a thoroughgoing klutz. Most people fall down if they fall at all. I fall UP! Heading from the 

garage back into the house about a month ago, I tripped UP the step and found myself in a most 

ungraceful position on the family room floor.  
 

As I scrambled to my wobbly feet and clutched my left shoulder, I began to realize that this was not a 

Good Thing. In fact, it was a Very Bad Thing. As I type this, with my less-than-expert right hand, I 

await the results of an MRI to determine how Very Bad a Thing it is. (Nothing brokenðat least I know 

that.) 
 

Why do I spoil your reading pleasure with such a tale? Well, weôve all been taught to look on the bright 

side of things. Somewhere in Pirke Avot we are told that the truly contented person is the one who is 

satisfied with his/her lot. Oh yes, Iôm satisfied with mine. Incapacitation such as this provides me with 

a number of secondary gains, chief among them a husband who cheerfully buckles me into my seat belt 

when I find it impossible to do it myself. Once in a while he forgets to unbuckle me and Iôve sat for a 

couple of nights in the car till dawn until he realized that nobody was snoring next to him. But thatôs 

okay. The advantages are far better than such minor inconveniences. He carries all the stuff in from 

ShopRite. He attaches me to my sling. Once in a while he attaches me a little tighter than I would 

prefer but when I begin to turn blue and start waving my good arm wildly he seems to notice and then 

he loosens it. Husbands are good that way. 
 

Sometimes Pirke Avot works and sometimes it doesnôt. Thereôs a passage where we learn that ñin a 

place where there are no men, strive to be a man.ò Iôm not so sure about that one. We donôt expect to 

find men in the Ladiesô Room or in the dressing room at Macyôs and it seems to me that striving to be 

one there would be an exercise in futility, not to mention idiocy. So Iôm picking my quotes carefully. 
 

Anyway, weôre also taught to receive all people with cheerfulness. When I plunged shoulder-first onto 

the floor, receiving my husband (who was standing nearby) with cheerfulness was not my gut reaction. 

I felt more like receiving him and anyone else who might happen by with a couple of good kicks (my 

feet were working just fine) and some foul language. But then I realized that the sages of Pirke Avot 

also caution us to keep it clean and not indulge in bad talk. Incidentally, they also tell us not to gossip 

with women because that leads to all kinds of evil. Did you ever try gossiping with men? I can tell you 

from many years of personal experience that gossiping with women is exceedingly more pleasurable 

than gossiping with men, who usually havenôt the faintest idea what youôre gossiping about, nor do 

they care. If I ever ask Marty what happened at his Religious School Board meetings, he tells me the 

items on the agenda, for Peteôs sake, and not what each woman said about the others. For shame! 
 

Trying to apply Pirke Avot to my shoulder mishap, I recall the statement that this world is only an 

antechamber to the world to come and that we should prepare properly in this world for the next one. 

Rats! If this is the way I ascend on earth, can you imagine what it will be like when I stumble into the 

stratosphere? Youôre not supposed to be happy when someone trips and falls. Well, I wasnôt happy 

when it happened to me! Maybe, by some twisty thinking, the Powers That Be will let me get by on the 

strength of my misery at falling. Or maybe theyôll just take pity on a poor klutz.  

Judy Cohen 
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(continued from p. 1) 

How fortunate we are to belong to a community that clearly values education. In October we honored our 

educators and our president whose vision is of a synagogue with Torah at its heart. Rosina (Morah Raisel) and 

Glenn Hirsh, Sandy Borowsky, and Sharon Rappaport all bring their passion for education to our synagogue. 

Most importantly, these leaders also engage in ongoing learning of their own. I encourage you to support Jewish 

education through our various funds when you give tzedaka. I invite you to take one more step: live the 

education that you are supporting. We are here at all times to help you decide upon a learning experience that is 

just right for you. May our learning together always be sweet! 

Kol tuv, All the best,   

Rabbi Paula Mack Drill  
 

Welcome New Members 
Ellen & Richard Lehrer and Jarrad (11) and Allison (8)ðPalisades 

Melissa & Jonathan Levine and Elexis (7) and Jack (4)ðRiver Vale 

Stephanie & Mitchell Reiter and Jared (18) and Brandon (14)ðNew City 
 

 

Thank You . . .  
 . . . to all of our OJC ushers who so willingly and joyfully volunteered to help out during Rosh Hashanah and 

Yom Kippur. All of you did wonderfully in assisting. At times we had over one thousand people at services and 

things would not have gone as smoothly without your help. Special thanks to our Co-Captains and planners: 

Phil Mosner, Bart Bookman, Peter Tarley, Audrey Gueldenzopf and Helen Kuttner for your untiring effort, 

diligence and support. Also, thank you to all of our doctors and nurses, who always are there when needed. It 

was a job well done and is truly appreciated. 
 

Madeline Roimisher  on behalf of the OJC Ritual Committee and the Board of Trustees 
 

 

Rabbi Craig and Nancy Scheff 
 

              will  be honored by the 
 

              Reuben Gittelman Hebrew Day School 
 

                                                   January 31, 2009 
 

For more information or to place a tribute ad in honor of the Scheffs and in support 

of RGHDS, contact Andrea Sherman (andreasherman@aol.com) or Nancy Parkes 

(njoytennis@aol.com). 

 

By the time you read this Shaliach, our ñTurn OJC Greenò committee will have 

held its first brainstorming meeting. We will report our doings to you whenever we 

have news. Stay tuned and join us in our efforts to improve the environment. Call 

Judy or Marty Cohen at 845-359-5923 or gyzortle@optonline.net for more info.
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           SAVE THE DATE 
 

        for you and your family to shop  
              at this yearôs 

 

               

    

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, December 7, 2008, 10AM ï 1PM 
 

Thereôll be a wonderful variety of vendors and items in every price range 
 

and complimentary gift-wrapping.  
 

For more information or if youôre interested in helping out or  

being a vendor, 

contact Staci Gelb at (845) 708-2312 or stacihgelb@hotmail.com 

 ____________________________________________ 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Spend December 25 th  as a volunteer  in our community!    
 

If you are interested in giving time to allow others to enjoy their holiday, please contact 
Rabbi Drill at Rabbi.Drill@theojc.org . 
 
Opportunities include:  
 

*Staffing the Information Desk at Good Samaritan Hospital  
*Serving holiday meals to people in need  
*Friendly visits/serving lunch in nursing homes and assisted care facilities  

 

And donõt forget, December 25 is our first Helping Hands night to welcome guests 
who are homeless for dinner and a safe place to sleep. See the flyer about Helping 

Hands in the Tikkun Olam section of our Website www.theojc.org or in this issue of 
the Shaliach . 
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What Does It Mean to Dream?   L  
 

Many famous people have tried to define the term without much regard for its lasting effect on society, 

including our biblical hero Joseph, Eleanor Roosevelt, Gloria Steinem, George Bernard Shaw and even Van 

Halen. Do you think that Van Halen, who wrote the song ñDreamsò thought that his song was going to be on the 

soundtrack of the ñMighty Morphin Power Rangers: The Movie,ò almost 10 years after the original song was 

released or that the song would be used as the Democratic theme song at rallies across the county in 2004? 

Probably not, but itôs hard to disagree with the fact that 

 

ñWe (do) belong in a world that must be strong 

that's what dreams are made of 

And in the end on dreams we will depend 

'cause that's what dreams are made ofò 
 

While songs have had a great impact on our long-term hopes and desires, I am not sure that ñAny Dream Will 

Do,ò as it did in Joseph and His Technicolor Dreamcoat, because I do believe in ñThe Impossible Dreamò as 

declared in Man of La Mancha. I also know that ñI Dreamed a Dreamò as they did in Les Miz, was nothing like 

ñTevyeôs Dreamò from Fiddler on the Roof. 
 

Though I have just spent the past few lines quoting others on their interpretations, inspirations, and imaginings, 

I would be remiss if I did not include my own dreams. Though we may have won a few awards and are 

certainly achieving the recognition that our program so richly deserves, we are far from finished. I am sure that 

our commitment to Tikkun Olam (helping to repair our world), to Israel and to our Judaism will keep us on track 

yet, paraphrasing Henry David Thoreau: If we decide to ñgo confidently in the direction of our dreams, we 

might live the life we imagined.ò 
 

I want to take a moment to thank my Dream Team. 
 

First on my list are my beloved boys, Brian and Josh. I want to thank them for their love and tolerance for all 

those pizza and cereal dinners. Brian, thank you for traveling in for this honor and thank you Josh, who was on 

board with me here at the OJC. Hereôs to lots of love and toleranceðright? 
 

I want to thank my parents for their flexibility in scheduling, transportation availability, and for the fine 

example they set in their commitment to the Rockland Jewish community. 
 

Next I want to thank, Mitch Brill and the youth committee for their patience and dedication to our potential as 

we continue to explore the youth possibilities at the OJC. 
 

Most of all, I want to thank Rabbis Scheff and Drill who brought me here and who work with me week in and 

week out to create this award-winning youth program. They make me feel like weôre part of Disney because we 

do make dreams come true. 
 

I also want to thank the OJC community for its vision and I particularly want to thank my colleagues and often 

partners in crime Glenn and Rosina Hirsh and Sandy Borowsky for their ability to put on their glasses and 

always see the big beautiful picture.  
 

And last but not least, I want to thank the youth at the OJC and their families. I have had the privilege of 

working with some very talented young men and women over the past four years. They have made me very 

proud and have taught me much. 
 

You see, the OJC does not ask ñWhy?ò  The OJC asks ñWhy not?ò 
 

I wish for all of you to dream and thenðNa’asehðJust Do It! 

Sharon Rappaport, Youth Director 
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Come to the OJC and pray with your crew!  

Welcome Shabbat and show you are proud to be a Jew!  

 

Please join us for a night filled with God, Grub, and Games  

Shabbat Dinner  

Friday Night Services    

and  

Special Youth Group Oneg 
Friday December 19  

5:45 pm - 9:30 pm  
 

We will have a w onderful Shabbat Dinner to start off the night, then 

youth -run services, and then plenty of time to just hang out with 

friends in order to celebrate the upcoming holiday of Chanukah (Oneg 

program for 6 th -12th  graders).  
 

RSVP to Matt Sanders at fakestreet526@yahoo.com by 12/12 if you would like a part in the service, 
or just to let us know you will join us for praying and games. You may join us at any point during the 
Shabbat evening festivities. 
 

You are invited to join in the Youth Shabbat Dinner Celebration at the OJC at 5:45 pm.  There is a 

separate cost for the dinner. 
 

Make Shabbat Dinner reservations by calling Robin Brill (845) 639-1774 
or emailing at 4MBrill@optonline.net. 

Please send RSVPs (below) and checks for dinner (made out to OJC) 
by 12/12 to: Robin Brill, 28 Snowdrop Drive, New City, NY 10956 

 

Name: ____________________________ Phone #: _____________________ 

Weôd like to come for the Youth Shabbat Dinner: 

_____ Adults ($18)   _____Children 4-12 ($9)   _____Children under 4 (free) 
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Winter is approaching, and that means itôs time for  

 

HELPING HANDS 5769 
 

at the Orangetown Jewish Center 
 

with Rabbi Paula Mack Drill, Geoffrey Cantor,  Elinor Singerman, & Bruce Machlis 

Dec 25, Jan 6, Feb 2, March 16 
 

Once again we will welcome our homeless neighbors into our shul, providing them with a hot meal, and a safe, 

warm, dry place for them to sleep.  
 

Many of you have helped before, and we look forward to seeing you for another Helping Hands season. Of 

course, we would love to see some new faces as well. This is your chance to join the team. 

 

The following schedule should give you a sense of the timing and the various jobs of a typical hosting event so 

that you can better decide how and when to give your time. 
 

6-9PM  Preparation of the Hot Meal (either the day or the Sunday before) 

5 or 6:00 The “Day of” prep  

  Finishing up the Entrée / Vegetable 

  Dessert (if it hasnôt been prepared) 

  Salad bar / Fruit salad 

5 or 6:00  Preparation of the Next Day Lunch (Prepared on the day of the event, though sometimes this is     

done, in part, by the 6th graders of the Religious School) 

  Sandwich making / Bagging 
 

5:00 Set Up. The dining room and the sleeping rooms, done in conjunction with our fabulous 

custodial staff 

8-10:00 Serving (This includes food set-up) 

8:30/9:00 Guests Arrive 

8:30-11 Food/Kitchen Cleanup  

9:30-6AM Overnight Hosting 

6:30-7AM Next Day Clean-up and Resetting Rooms 
 

Please complete the attached form and return it to the office by December 1 so that schedules can be made. We 

will attempt to accommodate everyone, but I promise we will fail miserably. Please be flexible. Every job is 

important.  
 

But wait. Thereôs MORE. 
 

This year, we also plan to have our first ñVolunteer Dinner.ò Itôs a chance for us to meet, learn some cooking 

techniques, answer questions, study the Jewish values that teach voluntarism and advocacy on behalf of 

homeless people, and, of course, eat a fabulous meal that we all prepare. Please indicate on the registration form 

if you would like to join us on December 7
th

 at 3:00. There will be a nominal fee of $10 per adult and $5 for 

children to help cover costs.  

Todah Rabah, 

Rabbi Paula, Geoffrey, Elinor & Bruce 
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_____________________________________________________________________ 
Registration Form  
Fill in the information below. Multiple family members should include names, cell number, date, 

job preferences, and in the case of children, age. 
 

Name:   ______________________________ First Time:  Y/N ____ 

Phone: Home: __________________________ Work ___________________________ 

 Cell: ______________________________ 

Email : ______________________________ 

Family Members: ___________________cell:_______________ 

   ______________________cell:_______________ 

Total:   __________    Date(s) Available: ______________________________ 

Job: Choose at least three, indicating 1st, 2nd, 3rd choice if applicable. 

         Name         

job  

    

Shopping      

Cooking      

Food Prep      

Set Up     

Serving      

Clean Up      

Overnight      

AM Cleanup      

_____________________________________________________________________ 
   Volunteer Dinner RSVP Form 
I/We would LOVE to attend the Volunteer Dinner on December 7th. 

_____ Adults (@$10)   ______ Children (@$5)  

_____ Vegetarians?   

 

Enclosed is a check for _____________. 

Please make check out to the OJC and put Helping Hands Dinner in the memo. 
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A Very Special Project 
 

My name is Hannah Roth and Iôm in 8th grade. Last year I had the opportunity to visit a very special place in Israel. Kfar 

Ahava, located in Kiryat Bialik, is a home for children whose parents can no longer take care of them. 

 

I went to Kfar Ahava with OJC on a mitzvah mission to paint the railings in buildings, and while I was doing that, I got to 

know some of the children who live at Kfar Ahava. This was a life-changing experience for me and it made me feel so 

lucky and privileged for my life and my parents. 

 

Last year I dedicated my Bat Mitzvah project to sending sports equipment to Kfar Ahava. This year, with winter coming 

in just a few weeks, there is an even greater need for warm clothing. My goal, with your help, is to send 400 sweatshirts 

for every child and staff member of Kfar Ahava. Each sweatshirt will be printed with the word ahava (which means love 

in Hebrew). 

 

If you would like to sponsor 1 or 2 or 50 sweatshirts for the children of Kfar Ahava, please send me a check made out to 

me, Hannah Roth. A heart-shaped tag with your name will be attached to each sweatshirt that you sponsor. The cost of 

each sweatshirt is $11. 

 

This is a very worthy cause close to my heart. If you would like to get in contact with me you can e-mail me at 

HannahRoth5@yahoo.com. If you would like to send me money you can send it to my home. My address is 3 Catherine 

Court, Suffern, NY 10901.  
Yours truly, 

Hannah Roth 
 

Blowing My Own Horn 
 

I want to thank Ken Leff and the Ritual Committee for giving me the opportunity to  

blow shofar for one of the High Holy Days and special thanks to Rabbi Drill for  

calling out the cadences. I made my debut last year with a borrowed shofar but this time I was  

able to use my own ñshofar gadol,ò which I recently purchased in Israel. 

 

As a musician (and not a trumpet player) I am sometimes fortunate enough to be complimented for my work. Practicing 

for a recital or major concert takes far more time to prepare than trying to perfect the shofar cadences. Youôve heard the 

same blasts for years and years, but for me, this one was memorable. While I was trying to focus on performing the 

mitzvah accurately, I was hoping that the sounds resonated in the minds of the congregation after I stepped off the bimah. 

According to my feedback, I guess they did. 

Jeff Lance  
 

Thank You! 
 

Whether you sent us an e-mail, called us, made a donation to OJC, attended the gala evening, or placed a 

journal ad: 

 

WE WANT TO SAY TODAH RABAH!  THANK YOU  FOR SUPPORTING US AND OJC! 

 

We had an amazing night, thanks to all of you. 

Rosina and Glenn , Sandy,  Sharon 
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Hereõs Another Chance For Rosinaõs Book 

An Organized Siddur, A Great New Look  
 

Your Siddur Will Take You To New Heights  

As You Daven With All Your Might  
 

Sign up now to learn about Weekday & Shabbat Services 
KNOWLEDGE OF HEBREW NOT NECESSARY 

 

Weekday Services (inc. minyan) 1/11 & 1/25 @ 1PM 
Shabbat Services 2/1 & 2/8 @ 1:00 PM  

(Attendance at both classes per service is mandatory) 
 

Donation of $85 (includes a Siddur Sim Shalom & tee shirt)  
($64 if you already have a Siddur ï includes a tee shirt)  

 

Make Check Payable to OJC 
RSVP by Jan. 8th for Weekday services 
RSVP by Jan. 29th for Shabbat services 

(You will not be billed through the office) 
(All proceeds go to the synagogue) 

 

Rosina Hirsh 
103 Hardwood Drive 
Tappan, NY  10983 

845-365-3096 
Email:  hirshiebar@verizon.net 

 

 

Name___________________________________ 
 

Telephone #______________________________ 
 
Email address______________________________ 
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Mountaindale: Sportsmanôs Paradise, by Seymour Perlin 
 

There are places that are synonymous with certain sports. Wimbledon means tennis in June, Augusta means golf in 

August, the Kentucky Derby means horse racing in May, and Mountaindale means deer hunting the last two weeks of 

November.   

 An 8-year-old from a rural area in upstate New York traveled with his family to visit his cousins in Westchester 

County one Christmas holiday. He had never seen a menorah, and when he saw lit menorahs in the windows of some of 

the houses on the block the boy asked his father why the lights were on. His father told him that Jewish people celebrate 

different holidays than others do. The father asked his son, ñFor example, what holiday do I take off every year?ò The boy 

replied, ñThe first day of hunting season!ò 

 Hunters came up from the city at the end of November. Some came for a day, some came for a weekend, and 

those who had a three-day vacation before Thanksgiving could come up for as long as nine days. After all, hunting was 

much more important than spending the Thanksgiving holiday at home with family.    

 Hunters came up in pairs or by the carload. Some organized hunting clubs and rented out the same bungalow 

colony or summer hotel year after year. Those who rented the same property every year posted signs claiming exclusive 

hunting rights to the property.   

There were different ways to try to shoot deer. Some groups of hunters built tree platforms in sturdy trees near the 

edge of a field. They had several men go two miles away into the woods and make noise to drive the deer toward the 

platform. The deer emerged from the woods out into the field and were promptly shot by the men on the platform. 

One man set up a salt lick at the back of his house near the woods. The deer came every morning at dawn to enjoy 

the treat. Then, on the first day of hunting season, the homeowner shot the unsuspecting deer as they came to enjoy the 

lick.   

Out-of-town hunters brought money to the cold, sleepy town. They needed food, warm clothing, provisions and a 

restaurant. The hunters would come to the only open restaurant after dark because they could hunt only in the daytime and 

wouldnôt waste precious daylight hours. The restaurant wasnôt kosher, but it sold Hebrew National products along with 

beer. 

Jewish people donôt hunt their meat. Animals that have been shot are not kosher. Meat is kosher only if it is 

ritually slaughtered. While I was growing up there was a story about a merchant in town who wanted a deer head as a 

showpiece to hang on his wall. Being a Jew, he would not be able to use the meat from an animal that he shot. He only 

wanted the showpiece. One day he went hunting on Barskyôs property to kill a deer. As he was crossing a field the hunter 

saw the silhouette of a large deer walking in the woods. The animal was near the edge of the tree line. As the deer reached 

the edge of the woods, the animal put its leg out first. When the hunter saw the large cloven hoof, he was convinced he 

had the trophy he was looking for. He aimed and fired his rifle. His joy quickly turned to disbelief as Barskyôs cow fell 

dead. 

I donôt know whether this story is fact or fiction but I thought it was a tale worth telling. 
 

  

Rockland County Jewish Family Services Outreach Committee 
 

The Jewish Family Services (JFS) Outreach Committee, in collaboration with Northern Services Group, is pleased to be 

sponsoring a ñShare-A-Shabbatò program for homebound Jewish seniors. 

 

 The mission of this program is to brighten and enhance the celebration and enjoyment of Shabbat by reaching out 

to Jewish homebound or isolated older adults and/or individuals with physical challenges who might otherwise be unable 

to observe these joyous rituals, or who observe them alone. A volunteer joins the individual in welcoming the Sabbath by 

arriving with and sharing a kosher Shabbat meal (at no cost to the recipient) prepared at Northern Metropolitan and 

providing an opportunity for spiritual and social interaction. 

 

 If you are or are aware of a homebound or isolated individual who may benefit from this program, and if you wish 

to volunteer to provide a warm and friendly Shabbat experience to a recipient, please contact Brenda Greenberg from 

Northern Services Group at (845) 426-6757. 
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Winds of Change at Young Judaea: 
Excerpts from an article in the Young Judaea Bulletin by our own  

Zena Schulman, National Social Action Programmer  
 

Editor’s Note: In the past, Young Judaea has focused its social action efforts on one organization each year, raising funds 

and strengthening ties with worthy Jewish causes. This National Initiative had advantages and disadvantages, and so, 

unlike some other groups (such as Congress, for example) the Young Judaea governing board brainstormed and revised 

its methods to be more inclusive, to give members a greater voice in selection of causes, and to make sure that ownership 

of the project is in everyone’s hands and not just those of the governing board. Here are some excerpts from Zena’s 

article on the subject. 
 

The social programmer (me), the rest of the National Mazkirut (National Board) and some very helpful staff evaluated the 

successes and drawbacks of past initiatives . . . we figured out something big; we needed to change our methods to reach 

all of our goals with the wonderful projects and what they offer us as individuals, as a movement, and as Zionists. 
 

So we tweaked some of the issues we saw: we let the movement choose our new project at National Summer Convention; 

we focused on action and education as well as fundraising, by talking about issues that were smaller, more personal, and 

solvable. We also realized, as politicians have been saying so much this summer, that change doesnôt happen overnight so 

we made the initiative last indefinitely, until we thought our work was done. . . . We realized that what we had was no 

longer the National Initiative . . . we had something bigger, more substantial, and much more daringða mission. We 

wanted to see through to the end a project that we had personal stake in . . . it was something that would have to start 

locally and individually across the movement. We used our new framework and almost 100 members at our National 

Convention helped choose a cause that we felt was perfect to begin this new and historic undertaking: saving the refugees 

of Darfur in Israel. 
 

We looked at past crises like saving Soviet Jewry, a mission that Judaeans took very personally. In the 1970s and 1980s 

Judaeans [helped change] the world by informing Jews and gentiles across the country of what the USSR was doing to its 

Jews. They went into Russia personally, smuggling in prayer books and tôfillin at their own risk . . .they put a strong 

emphasis on fundraising with Hadassah and independently. . . . With our new system we want to do it again for Darfuris 

in Israel. Like our parents educated, we want to spread the word about the troubles these brave people face. Like our 

parents fought, we want to take an active role by going to Israel to help, or by working in our own communities with other 

refugees in a similar struggle. Like our parents collected tzedakah, we too want to contribute some of ourselves to this 

mission and see it through to its completion. 
 

The beauty of our Movement-Wide Mission is that it doesnôt start with I, or youðit starts with ñwe.ò Israel has done a 

mitzvah by welcoming refugees who have reached her borders from Darfur. Now we must do our part and give these 

people a quality of life that every human being deserves. We can honestly say ñNever Again!ò and take pride in being part 

of the solution to the messy conflict that has murdered and displaced over 3 million people. You and I ïWEðwill change 

the world! 

 

Paul Schulman and Tikkun Olam 
 

Repairing the world runs in the Schulman family. Paul recently raised over $1300 (on his own) for the residents of 

Sderot. He connected to Sderot last February, when he and his fellow 12th grade classmates from Solomon Schechter High 

School of Westchester met a group of Sderot teenagers. The class was on a 2-month trip to Poland and Israel. After his 

return, Paul addressed a group of Holocaust survivors at the Holocaust Museum and Study Center in Spring Valley on his 

experiences in Poland. He showed slides of the shuls where they davened and of several memorials, including Majdanek 

and Auschwitz Birkenau.  

 

Here is an excerpt from a letter Paul received from the Gvanim Association for Education and Community Involvement in 

Sderot: ñThe funds you raised will afford intense tutoring lessons for children and youth from the Ethiopian community of 

Sderot, who need the extra help in order to move up to their next grades. We are all stunned by your thoughtfulness, 

generosity and capabilities. You are truly a remarkable young man and we would be honored to have you as our guest 

here in Sderot.ò  
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In the first 6 months of 2008, Israel has accomplished the following: 
 

Scientists in Israel found that the brackish water drilled from underground desert aquifers, hundreds of feet 

deep, could be used to raise warm-water fish. The geothermal water, less than one-tenth as saline as sea water, 

free of pollutants, and a toasty 98 degrees on average, proves an ideal environment. 

 

Israeli-developed designer eyeglasses promise mobile phone and iPod users a personalized, high-tech video 

display. Available to U.S. consumers next year, Lumus-Opticalôs lightweight and fashionable video eyeglasses 

feature a large transparent screen floating in front of the viewerôs face that projects a choice of movie, TV show, 

or video game.  

 

When Stephen Hawking visited Israel recently, he shared his wisdom with scientists, students, and even the 

Prime Minister. But the worldôs most renowned victim of amytrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), or Lou Gehrigôs 

disease, also learned something due to the Israeli Association for ALSô advanced work in both embryonic and 

adult stem cell research, as well as its proven track record with neurodegenerative diseases. The Israeli research 

community is well on its way to finding a treatment for this fatal disease, which affects 30,000 Americans. 
 

Israeli start-up, Veterix, has developed an innovative electronic capsule that sits in the stomach of a cow, sheep, 

or goat, sending out real-time information on the health of the herd to the farmer via email or cell phone. The e-

capsule, which also sends out alerts if animals are distressed, injured, or lost, is now being tested on a herd of 

cows in the hopes that the device will lead to tastier and healthier meat and milk supplies. 
 

Beating cardiac tissue has been created in a lab from human embryonic stem cells by researchers at the 

Rappaport Medical Faculty and the Technion-Israel Institute of Technologyôs biomedical engineering faculty. 

The work of Dr. Shulamit Levenberg and Professor Lior Gepstein has also led to the creation of tiny blood 

vessels within the tissue, making possible its implantation in a human heart. 
 

It is common knowledge that dogs have better night vision than humans and a vastly superior sense of smell and 

hearing. Israelôs Bio-Sense Technologies recently delved further and electronically analyzed 350 different 

barks. Finding that dogs of all breeds and sizes bark the same alarm when they sense a threat, the firm has 

designed the dog barkïreader, a sensor that can pick up a dogôs alarm bark and alert the human operators. 
 

The Israeli company BioControl Medical sold its first electrical stimulator to treat urinary incontinence to the 

U.S. company for $50 million. Now it is working on CardioFit, which uses electrical nerve stimulation to treat 

congestive heart failure. With nearly five million Americans presently affected by heart failure and more than 

400,000 new cases diagnosed yearly, the CardioFit is already generating a great deal of excitement as the first 

device with the potential to halt this deadly disease. 
 

Israelôs Magal Security Systems is a worldwide leader in computerized security systems with products used in 

more than 70 countries around the world, protecting anything from national borders to nuclear facilities, 

refineries and airports. The companyôs latest product, DreamBox, a state-of-the-art security system that includes 

intelligent video, audio and sensor management, is now being used by a major water authority on the U.S. east 

coast to safeguard the utilityôs sites. 

 

Submitted by Sheila Bunin 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 25 

A Bunch of Beliefs, by Judy Cohen 
 

Of God I believe: My relationship with God is childish (or childlike, if I want to be kind to myself), highly personal, and 

often expressed outside the synagogue. The uncertainty of Godôs existence takes up a good deal of my thinking, although 

when I consider a tree or some splendid natural sight, I know that no human mind could have conceived or executed it. 

Some higher power must have been the source. I usually call it God. 

     When I think of When Bad Things Happen to Good People, which confounded me no end, I try to deal with that piece 

of chaos over which Kushner believes God has no control, and I am troubled. Logic makes it sound possible. His 

argument over all-good vs. all-powerful is another stumbling block. Thatôs when I revert or retreat to my first conception 

of Godðmy personal oneðthe one I talk to, ask things of, thank, and am honest with. Am I talking to the highest parts of 

myself at such times? I hope not. Do I think God will really cure a disease, keep a plane safe, or take a personal interest in 

my doings? I sure hope so! 

     Whatever God is, I often want to be close to that essence. I have made fleeting contacts and I can remember what they 

felt like. At loneliest times, and sometimes even at happiest times, I want that again but I canôt summon it at will. And 

always, on the other hand, am I connecting with God or just psyching myself to deeper or more exalted feelings? 

     Behind every thought of mine about God is the question ñAre You really there?ò It makes a simple, childlike faith 

impossible to sustain, but as they say, devoutly to be wished. 
 

Of the Torah I believe . . . that these are books inspired by divine contact. I cannot believe that God wrote them and 

handed them to anyone, nor can I believe that what is in them cannot be amended or even changed when necessary. I 

realize such an attitude undercuts the power of law and tradition in Judaism and I donôt have an answer to make the center 

hold despite alteration. But I have to believe that the Torah is not written in concrete, to become a relic because its 

caretakers cannot or will not adapt to certain changes in our lives. I respect the Torah but I do not accept everything I read. 

I believe I am presumptuous on this countðbeing a most uneducated Jewðbut this is how I feel. 
 

Of the nature of human beings I believe . . . unfortunately, that we are always fighting our baser instincts, that the battle 

is exhausting and too often we lose. The ñgood inclinationò sometimes comes easily but even in small ways, we often find 

it easier to follow the bad. We have all been formed by people who made mistakes. We make the same or different 

mistakes as we raise our families. I donôt know anyone who is fully at peace. When I was a child I used to ask God for 

peace of mind and I still do. I think itôs the most powerful restorative that a human being can possess. All good things 

could conceivably flow from it. But is it attainable, except in small, sporadic doses? 

     Humans crave certain things that are not always forthcomingðlove, appreciation, connectedness, understanding, 

acknowledgmentðall this apart from food and clothing and shelter. We donôt have these things anywhere near the 

amounts most of us need. Sometimes I think we couldnôt fill the emptiness no matter how many of those things we have. 

So we struggle. 
 

Of the Messiah I believe: not a whole lot. I have many more questions than answers. Iôve heard the stories that the 

Messiah or the Messianic age will come when humanity is either so wonderful or so terrible that the coming will be 

necessary or inevitable. How about now? Or should we try for more misery, war, disease, pollution, and insanity to bring 

it on? Are we closer to those things than we are to repairing the world? And again, basic to and underlying all these 

conjecturesðwill there be a Messiah at all?  
 

Of the efficacy of prayer I believe:  I cannot say whether prayer is efficacious. I can only say how it makes me feel and 

again all logic is thrown to the winds. Talking to God in my words, and not necessarily those of the Siddur, makes me feel 

more peaceful, less anxious, closer to feeling complete, and in general better. I donôt think prayers ñworkò in the sense 

that they always bring on the hoped-for result. Sometimes weôre answered in unexpected ways. But how can they hurt? I 

also believe that community prayer is a powerful thing. 
 

Of study of Torah I believe . . . that itôs a healthy thing to do and is very good exercise for the mind and heart. I am 

concerned that some who study Torah do not spend much time in the world outside their study. Yet others live in the real 

world by wisdom gained through study of Torah. I like to believe that everything is in thereðjust turn it and turn it. . . . 
 

Of my family I  believe: . . .that we are good people, trying our best to overcome the evil inclination. I love us, feel proud 

of us, and Iôm happy that weôre together. We often fulfill each otherôs needs. We laugh a lot. We also tangle and cause 

each other pain. So what else is new? I love us. 
 

Of myself I believe . . . that I am constantly in transitionðin flux. I have almost no certainties (although death and taxes 

come to mind) and that is troubling. I could use more anchors of one sort of another. 
 

 I also believe that I am finished.  
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David Schatz-Mizrahi 
 
 

On December 20, David will be called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah. This summer we had the joy of celebrating his Bar 

Mitzvah with Davidôs Israeli grandmother and aunts as he read Torah at the Kotel. In the same way he approaches 

everything, David has worked hard preparing for his Bar Mitzvah. We are very proud of this and all his many 

accomplishments, whether it is his excellent grades at Felix Festa Middle School, his talent for the saxophone, or his 

ability on the soccer field. Mostly, we are proud of his kind and generous nature. For his Mitzvah Project, David will be 

entertaining the residents at the Sunrise Assisted Living Facility in New City by playing saxophone and visiting with 

them. 
 

Miriam Schatz & Nissan Mizrahi 
Ben Yassky 
 

Ben is an 8th grade honor student at South Orangetown Middle School. He loves to travel and is grateful for the 

opportunities he has had to journey to the Galapagos Islands, England and Israel in his first 12 years. He looks forward to 

a cross-country trip next summer with his brother Avi and parents, Charles and Marti. Ben is an accomplished French 

horn player and has been selected for the Rockland All County bands since 5th grade. He also recently attended the Illinois 

Summer Youth Music Program at the University of Illinois, where he hopes to study architecture. He also attended the 

Junior Youth Leadership Conference in Washington, DC last summer. Ben wishes to thank Rabbi Scheff, Rabbi Drill, 

Cantor Yucht, Sandy Borowsky, and all his teachers for their inspiration and guidance toward this special event in his and 

his familyôs life. 

Charles & Marti Yassky 
 

Hannah Mariel Schwalberg  

 

Our daughter, Hannah Mariel Schwalberg, is a 7th grader at Felix Festa Middle School. Hannah is a loving sister to her 

two younger brothers, Matt and Ian, and a very devoted daughter and granddaughter. She loves musical  theater and 

spends much of her free time and her summers singing, acting and dancing. Hannah's love for animals and desire to help 

families less fortunate than hers has led her to her Mitzvah project. She will raise money for Heifer International, an 

organization that provides animals to struggling families to raise their level of health and hope. We are so proud of 

Hannah. She brings strength, happiness and laughter to all who know her. We are looking forward to sharing her 

becoming a Bat Mitzvah with her extended family, friends and the OJC community.  
 

Irina and Michael Schwalberg 
 

Watch Us Grow! 
A small photo montage of our Nursery School in action ï more can be found at 

http://www.theojc.org/communityatlarge.htm under the Nursery School gallery area ï please visit!! 
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IN MEMORY OF:           REMEMBERED BY:  

 

Sally Abramowitz...............Tova & Barry Adesnik 

Morris Adesnik...................Tova & Barry Adesnik 

Augusta Asch.....................................Marvin Asch 

Nathan Asch.......................................Marvin Asch 

Lester Baitler...............Susan, Esta & Jenna Baitler 

Lillian Berg..........................Gloria & Melvin Berg 

Barbara Block.................................Ilene Schneider 

Robert Brown.....................................Alma Brown 

Morton Chapman.............................Burt Chapman 

Carl Chapman..................................Burt Chapman 

Selina Chapman...............................Burt Chapman 

Irving Cohn..................................Carol C. Wallach 

Sarah Cooper...................................Evelyn Altman 

Fannie Engelhardt...............................Judith Librot 

Nettie Evans...................................Dorothy Ehrlich 

Arleen Feller.............é...Ronna & Steve Goldberg 

Irving Fener..........................Thea & Edward Fener 

Yetta Fine.........................Beverly & Barry Yarkon 

Francine Fishman.....Beth, Lloyd & Shara Fishman 

Adele Friedman.................................Sandra Mayer 

Jessie Fuchs...................................Ellen Abramson 

Abraham Getzler..............................Martin Getzler 

Bernard Golar........................................Evan Golar 

Allen Greenblatt.......Beth, Lloyd & Shara Fishman 

Jack Hazan........................Marilyn & Stuart Hazan 

Max Henick............................Marilyn Shimkowitz 

Melitta Hess................................Ruth & Karl Hess 

Charlotte Kaminsky................................................. 

..................................Miriam & Milton Rosenstock 

Joseph Kaplan...............................Charlene Kaplan 

Helen Kass.............................................Steve Kass 

Gerald Kissler....................................Glenn Kissler 

Mollie Krup............................Rita Krup Weissberg 

Sherry Leibowitz....................................Steve Kass 

Gertrude Levy...................................Marshall Levy 

Leonard Nussbaum.....................Robert Nussbaum 

Sam Pascaner..........Mike & Sandy Ross & Family 

The Pascaner & Itzkowitz Family.......................... 

................................Mike & Sandy Ross & Family 

Lila Rosen.......................Renee & Vincent Frankel 

Hyman Rosenkrantz.......................Ira Rosenkrantz 

Charles Rosenstock................................................. 

..................................Miriam & Milton Rosenstock 

Lillian Rosenstock................................................. 

..................................Miriam & Milton Rosenstock 

Louis H. Schwartz......................Franklin Schwartz 

Max Seiler........................................Leonard Seiler 

Rose Shargorod..................................Helen Sharon 

Bonnie Stahl...................................Aram Schwartz 

Daniel David Tarendash....................Al Tarendash 

Alan Trestyn.......................................Suzy Trestyn 

Samuel Vinopoll..................................Rose Levine 

John A. Wahl.................Judith & Gerald Marenoff 

Erna Weisman.........................Janice & Harry Fuld 

Armin Weiss....................é..............Gladys Weiss 

Hyman Yorkes...............é...............Arthur Yorkes 

 

Irene Blaustein 

Helen Sharon (YS) 

 

IN MEMORY OF  

 

Barbara Urbas, beloved mother of Gail Ment 

Michelle, Michael & Rebecca Mosner (RDF) 

 

Barbara Urbas, beloved grandmother of  

Gabriel & Jasmine Ment 

The OJC Religious School (S) 

 

Lucille Greenberg, beloved grandmother of  

Garrett & Brett Rubinstein 

The OJC Religious School (S) 

 

Dr. Paul Wagreich, beloved father of Judy Umlas 

Eileen & Barry Rogers (RDF) 

Rhonda & Michael Plawner (R) 

Arlene & Gil Marin (S) 

Estelle Sollish (ARDF) 

Beth, Lloyd & Shara Fishman (NS) 

Judy & Marty Cohen (ARDF) 

 

Lucille Greenberg, beloved mother of  

Mara Lewin & Elyse Rubinstein 

Elyse Rubinstein (RDF) 

Ann Waldman (R) 

Lior Spring, Lauren Wexler, Alan Saltz, Steve 

Levin & the 92
nd

 Street Y Camps Family (R) 

Linda & Bruce Varon (R) 

 

Seymour Cohen, beloved father of Thea Fener 

Esther & Ken Berkowitz (S) 

Charlene Kaplan (R) 

Nancy Seigerman (NBF) 

Barbara & Hank Rosen (RDF) 

 

Chase Sharp Roimisher, beloved grandson of  

Maddie & Herb Romisher 

Cedine Issman (R) 
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Lynne & Samuel Jacobs (R) 

Hope & Leon Lewis (R) 

Ruth & Walter Zimmerman (R) 

 

Chase Sharp Roimisher, beloved son of  

Kelly & Peter Roimisher 

Ruth & Walter Zimmerman (R) 

Penny & Philip Grossman (RDF) 

 

Marilyn Yaeger Haring, beloved sister of  

Helen Atlas 

Penny & Philip Grossman (ARDF) 

 

Kenneth Henick, beloved brother of Murray Henick 

Marilyn & Seymour Shimkowitz (RDF) 

 

Jason Von Zerneck, beloved son of  

Richard & Barbara Von Zerneck 

Roberta & Alvin J. Paullay (RDF) 

 

Joseph Richter & Rochelle Richter-Cohen 

Sheila & Norman Wasserman (ARDF) 

 

Louis Fishman 

Judith & Irwin Librot (R) 

 

Ryan Whited 

Penny & Philip Grossman (RDF) 

 

IN HONOR OF 

 

Rosina & Glenn Hirsh upon being honored at the 

OJC Gala Celebration 

Mike, Sandy and Staci Ross (PIMF) 

Zelda & Burt Heller (S) 

Gladys Weiss & Barbara Brumer (HHPB) 

Lita Mustacchi (MMF) 

Faye Dinowitz (S) 

Sheila & Norman Wasserman (S) 

Suzanne & Jack Hirsch (RDF) 

Esther & Ken Berkowitz (S) 

Renee & Sam Hirsh (S) 

Fran, Robert, Amanda & Eric Dolber (WSF) 

 

Sharon Rappaport upon being honored at the  

OJC Gala Celebration 

Mike, Sandy and Staci Ross (PIMF) 

Zelda & Burt Heller (S) 

Lita Mustacchi (MMF) 

Faye Dinowitz (S) 

Esther & Ken Berkowitz (S) 

Fran, Robert, Amanda & Eric Dolber (WSF) 

Andy Alter (S) 

Sandy Borowsky upon being honored at the  

OJC Gala Celebration 

Mike, Sandy and Staci Ross (PIMF) 

Zelda & Burt Heller (S) 

Lita Mustacchi (MMF) 

Faye Dinowitz (NS) 

Sheila & Norman Wasserman (S) 

Esther & Ken Berkowitz (S) 

Fran, Robert, Amanda & Eric Dolber (WSF) 

Andy Alter (S) 

 

The birth of Luke Ulaner, brother of Rose Ulaner 

The OJC Religious School (S) 

 

Beverly & Barry Yarkon upon becoming 

grandparents to your first granddaughter,  

Bayley Faryn Blitz 

Janet & Jack Miller (S) 

Helen & Gary Barnett (WSF) 

Fran & Barry Friedman (NBF) 

Adele Garber (RDF) 

Gabi & Maty Lewy (RDF) 

Sandy & David Haspel (R) 

 

Janet & Jack Miller upon the birth of  

their granddaughter, Julia 

Sheila & Norman Wasserman (S) 

Evelyn & Donald Winikoff (NS) 

Miriam Neuren (SCF) 

Laurie & Phil Mosner (NBF) 

 

Stacy & David Gosman upon the birth of  

their daughter 

Sandy & Jack Borowsky (NS) 

 

Janet & Jack Miller upon the birth of  

their grandson, Micah Reuben 

Sheila & Norman Wasserman (S) 

Bernie Schiffmiller & Barbara Levinson (RH) 

Lydia & Lou Katz (RDF) 

Beth, Lloyd & Shara Fishman (NS) 

Gladys Weiss (NBF) 

Judy & Jerry Marenoff (RDF) 

Lita Mustacchi (MMF) 

Fran & Barry Friedman (NBF) 

Faye Dinowitz (WSF) 

Evelyn & Donald Winikoff (NS) 

Mimi & Mel Rosenstock (RDF) 

Gabi & Maty Lewy (RDF) 
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Linda Salzhauer upon the birth of her grandsons, 

Jonah Emmet Salzhauer & Noa Shalom Lambert 

Esther & Ken Berkowitz (S) 

Penny & Mitchell Arons (R) 

 

Anita & Howard Gottlieb upon the birth of  

their granddaughter, Sophie May 

Esther & Ken Berkowitz (S) 

Cedine Issman (R) 

Lita Mustacchi (MMF) 

 

Eileen & Bart Bookman upon the birth of  

their grandson, Eli Gregory Levin 

Laurie & Phil Mosner (NBF) 

 

Hara Hartman and Michael Pucci upon  

their daughter, Greta, becoming a Bat Mitzvah 

Francine, Robert, Amanda & Eric Dolber (WSF) 

Miriam & Larry Suchoff (SMF) 

Janet & Jack Miller (S) 

Andrea & Alan Sherman (RDF) 

Rhonda & Michael Plawner (R) 

Judy & Marty Cohen (S) 

 

Michele & Bob Kleinberger upon their son, Jason, 

becoming a Bar Mitzvah 

Francine, Robert, Amanda & Eric Dolber (WSF) 

 

Rhonda Graff upon her son, Craig,  

becoming a Bar Mitzvah 

Lisa & Aram Schwartz (ARDF) 

 

Paulette Viana upon her son, Jordan,  

becoming a Bar Mitzvah 

Lisa & Aram Schwartz (RDF) 

 

Jocelyn & Todd Feuerstein upon Bennett  

becoming a Bar Mitzvah 

The Pucci/Hartman Family (S) 

Ellen & Jay Rifkin (ARDF) 

Barbara Brumer (R) 

Linda & Bruce Varon (R) 

Mimi & Mel Rosenstock (RDF) 

Laurie & Phil Mosner (NBF) 

 

Amy & David Nelson upon their son, Matthew, 

becoming a Bar Mitzvah 

Gail & Jeffrey Sanders (RDF) 

Susan Baitler (RDF) 

Michelle & Michael Mosner (RDF) 

Laurie & Phil Mosner (NBF) 

Dr. Gideon Panter upon his son, Joshua,  

becoming a Bar Mitzvah 

Barbara Brumer (R) 

 

Evelyn & Donald Winikoff upon their grandson,  

Adam Heath Winikoff, becoming a Bar Mitzvah 

Janet & Jack Miller (S) 

 

Harriet Holt upon her grandson, Adam Holtz,  

becoming a Bar Mitzvah 

Phyllis Greenwald (GSF) 

 

Naomi & Jeffrey Steinberg upon the engagement of 

their daughter, Merryl, to Jason Haspel 

Judi & Irwin Librot (RDF) 

Lita Mustacchi (MMF) 

Gabi & Maty Lewy (RDF) 

Helen & Gary Barnett (WSF) 

Esther & Ken Berkowitz (S) 

Beverly & Barry Yarkon (RDF) 

 

Sandy & David Haspel upon the engagement of  

their son, Jason, to Merryl Steinberg 

Esther & Ken Berkowitz (S) 

Beverly & Barry Yarkon (RDF) 

 

Dale & Howie Fox upon the marriage of  

their daughter, Marissa, to Rob Domansky 

Andrea & Alan Sherman (RDF) 

Linda & Bruce Varon (R) 

Michelle & Michael Mosner (SMF) 

 

Beverly & Barry Yarkon upon the marriage of  

their daughter, Rachel, to Eliahou Khedouri 

Judy & Jerry Marenoff (RDF) 

Mimi & Mel Rosenstock (RDF) 

Gabi & Maty Lewy (RDF) 

 

Madeline & Herb Roimisher upon their  

40
th

 anniversary 

Mike & Sandy Ross & Family (PIMF) 

 

Helen & Gary Barnett upon their 50
th

 anniversary 

Bernie Schiffmiller & Barbara Levinson (EH) 

Adele Garber (ARDF) 

Faye Dinowitz (WSF) 

Evelyn & Donald Winikoff (R) 

Gabi & Maty Lewy (R) 

Esther, Paul & Zena Schulman &  

Sara & David Schwarzberg (R) 
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Tova & Barry Adesnik (ARDF) 

Arlene & Gil Marin (WSF) 

Estelle Sollish (RDF) 

Fran, Robert, Amanda & Eric Dolber (WSF) 

Rosalie & Harold Eckstein (RDF) 

Florence & Bob Sagurton (WSF) 

Margo & Ronald Anagnostis (SCF) 

Carol Segal (R) 

Mimi & Mel Rosenstock (WSF) 

Esther & Ken Berkowitz (S) 

Lydia & Lou Katz (RDF) 

Judy & Marty Cohen (WSF) 

 

Ellie & Barry Pollack upon their anniversary 

Pamela Raines (ARDF) 

 

Sara & David Schwarzberg upon their  

63
rd

 anniversary 

Helen & Gary Barnett (WSF) 

 

Jeff Lance upon his 5
th

 anniversary at OJC 

Rhonda & Michael Plawner (R) 

 

Sherman Baker upon being honored by the  

Senior Volunteer Program as the Spirit of RSVP 

Lydia & Lou Katz (ARDF) 

Ronna & Steve Goldberg (R) 

 

Alden Smith upon his 50th birthday 

Bernie Schiffmiller & Barbara Levinson (RH) 

Tova & Barry Adesnik (ARDF) 

 

Henry Rosen upon his 84
th

 birthday 

Carol Segal (R) 

Miriam & Larry Suchoff (SMF) 

 

Iris Goldwasser upon her very special birthday 

Carol & Melvin Marks (S) 

 

Cantor Vadim Yucht upon his 50
th

 birthday  

and 10 years at OJC 

Penny & Philip Grossman (R) 
 

Sandy Weiner upon completing  

the ñLight the Nightò walk 

Stacey, David & Ezra Gosman (NS) 
 

Jeff Lance, Yasher Koach on blowing a great 

shofar! 

Miriam & Larry Suchoff (SMF) 

 

Rabbi Scheff 

Marsha & Gary Forman (RDF) 

Eileen & Barry Rogers (RDF) 

Tzippy & Dan Salzhauer (RDF) 

Beverly & Barry Yarkon (RDF) 

Dr. Gideon Panter (RDF) 

Marcy & Alan Pressman (RDF) 

Florence & David Cohen (RDF) 

 

Rabbi Paula Mack Drill 

Eileen & Barry Rogers (ARDF) 

Maxine & Marc Skopov (ARDF) 

Florence & David Cohen (ARDF) 

 

Miriam & Larry Suchoff and their friendship 

Bernie Schiffmiller & Barbara Levinson (HHPB) 

 

Abe Seidner upon moving to his new home 

Barbara & Hank Rosen (RDF) 

 

Fran & Barry Friedman and Cindy & Marc Levine, 

the Chatanim & Kallahot of Simchat Torah!! 

Esther Schulman & Family (R) 

Sara & David Schwarzberg (R) 

Tova & Barry Adesnik (ARDF) 

Beth, Lloyd & Shara Fishman (NS) 

Miriam & Larry Suchoff (SMF) 

 

Rabbi Scheff for his wonderful  

Text & Context classes 

Estelle Sollish (RDF) 

 

Cantor Vadim Yucht 

Dr. Gideon Panter (R) 

 

IN APPRECIATION  

 

Rabbi Scheff & Rabbi Drill for their spiritual and 

inspirational guidance and leadership 

Maxine & Marc Skopov (RDF) 

 

Rabbi Scheff and Rabbi Drill  

for a memorable holiday experience 

Fran, Robert, Amanda & Eric Dolber (WSF) 

 

Cantor Yucht, Ken Leff and the OJC Choir for a 

beautiful High Holiday Service 

Maxine & Marc Skopov (R) 

Fran, Robert, Amanda & Eric Dolber (WSF) 

 

Fran Friedman and her committee for  

the wonderful Sukkot Dinner 
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Beth, Lloyd & Shara Fishman (NS) 

All the donations and good wishes on upon our 50
th

 

anniversary 

Helen & Gary Barnett (WSF) 

 

Rabbi Scheff for leading our study group at the 

Rogersô sukkah 

Mimi & Mel Rosenstock (RDF) 

 

Stanley & Ruth Tyler for their generous donation to 

OJC 

 

Sandra Miller for her generous donation to OJC 
 

Florence & David Cohen for their generous 

donation to OJC 

 

Henry Rosen, with gratitude for all of your hard 

work and devotion on behalf of our shul 

Sheila & Norman Wasserman 

Helene & Mitchell Levinson 

Rhonda & Michael Plawner 

Zelda & Burt Heller (HHPB) 

Hara Hartman & Michael Pucci 

Libby & Seymour Klein 

Arleen & Philip Lewis 

Helen & Jack Kuttner 

Rosalyn & Irwin Portnoy 

Penny & Philip Grossman 

Estelle Sollish 

Cedine Issman & Family 

Charlene Kaplan 

Gladys Weiss 

Leslie & Allen Levinson 

Melodie & Howard Teich 

Edith & Eugene Foladare 

Rhonda & Alan Hack & Family 

Gloria & Mel Berg 

Tzippy & Dan Salzhauer 

Esther & Ken Berkowitz 

Evelyn & Donald Winikoff 

Elinor Singerman 

Maddie & Herb Roimisher 

Alma Brown 

Lita Mustacchi 

Grace & Marty Marks 

Lisa & Aram Schwartz & Family 

Gabi & Maty Lewy 

Eileen & Barry Rogers 

Helen & Ed Atlas 

Helen & Walter Sadowsky 

Suzanne & Jack Hirsch 

Marcia & Bennett Silver 

Elaine & Leonard Seiler 

Lydia & Lou Katz 

Judy & Marty Cohen  

 

Eileen & Barry Rogers for hosting a beautiful  

Thursday morning minyan in your Sukkah 

Arlene & Gil Marin (S) 

Mimi & Mel Rosenstock (RDF) 

 

Eileen & Barry Rogers for graciously hosting 

Minyan and Text & Context during Sukkot 

Evelyn & Donald Winikoff (R) 

Miriam Neuren (R) 

Maxine Skopov (R) 

 

RôFUA SHLEMA 

 

Scott Scheff 

Andrea, Alan, Rachel & David Sherman (RDF) 

Bernie Schiffmiller & Barbara Levinson (RH) 

 

Esther Berkowitz 

Linda & Harold Koppel (RDF) 

Alma Brown (S) 

Miriam & Martin Getzler (S) 

Gabi & Maty Lewy (RDF) 

Mimi & Mel Rosenstock (RDF) 

Melodie & Howard Teich (S) 

Charlene Kaplan (S) 

Gloria & Mel Berg (RDF) 

Judi & Irwin Librot (RDF) 

Maxine & Marc Skopov (S) 

Lita Mustacchi (MMF) 

Arlene & Gil Marin (S) 

Faye Dinowitz (WSF) 

Evelyn & Donald Winikoff (S) 

Janet & Jack Miller (S) 

Fran & Barry Friedman (S) 

Anita & Howard Gottlieb (S) 

Rhonda & Michael Plawner (NBF) 

Eileen & Barry Rogers (S) 

Janice & Stephen Cohen (S) 

Fran, Robert, Amanda & Eric Dolber (WSF) 

Lydia & Lou Katz (RDF) 

Miriam & Larry Suchoff (SMF) 

 

Linda Berkowitz 

Miriam & Larry Suchoff (SMF) 
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Lita Mustacchi 

Bernie Schiffmiller & Barbara Levinson (RH) 

Marilyn & Seymour Shimkowitz (MMF) 

Estelle Sollish (RDF) 

Judi & Irwin Librot (RDF) 

Esther & Ken Berkowitz (S) 

Janet & Jack Miller (MMF, RDF) 

Tammi & Gabriel Fox (MMF) 

Barbara Brumer (MMF) 

Gladys Weiss (MMF) 

Arlene & Gil Marin (S) 

Faye Dinowitz (MMF) 

Frieda & Herman Seidner (MMF) 

Evelyn & Donald Winikoff (S) 

Miriam Neuren (MMF) 

Mimi & Mel Rosenstock (RDF) 

Carol & Sherman Baker (RDF) 

Helen & Gary Barnett (MMF) 

Helen & Ed Atlas (MMF) 

Rosalie & Harold Eckstein (MMF) 

Sheila Bunin (MMF) 

Fran & Barry Friedman (MMF) 

Adele Garber ( MMF) 

Anita & Howard Gottlieb (MMF) 

Rhonda & Michael Plawner (NBF) 

Marri & Richard Faerber (MMF) 

Penny & Philip Grossman (MMF) 

Miriam & Martin Getzler (MMF) 

Eileen & Barry Rogers (MMF) 

Janice & Stephen Cohen (MMF) 

Fran, Robert, Amanda & Eric Dolber (WSF) 

Lydia & Lou Katz (RDF) 

Miriam & Larry Suchoff (SMF) 

Charlene Kaplan (MMF) 

 

Naomi Newman 

Judi & Irwin Librot (RDF) 

 

Helene Levinson 

Lita Mustacchi (MMF) 

 

Frieda Seidner 

Helen & Gary Barnett (WSF) 

Sally & Elliott Kagan (SMF) 

Judy & Marty Cohen (R) 

 

Judy Cohen 

Miriam & Larry Suchoff (SMF) 

 

Arthur Goldberg 

Arnold & Bea Berkman (RDF) 

 

Many thanks to all who expressed their concern and came to my aid on Yom Kippur. 

                     -Judy Marenoff 

 

Key to Donations:  R = Ritual       NBF = New  

Building Fund      S = School      LF = Library Fund       

RK = Ruach Hakodesh     EH = Etz Hayim ($50)       

NS = Nursery School      SCF = Seymour Cohen Fund       

YPB = Youth Prayer Book       RDF = Rabbiôs  

Discretionary Fund       ARDF = Associate Rabbiôs 

Discretionary Fund     HHPB = High Holiday Prayer  

Book ($25)       BCMF  = Bruce Cowen Memorial 

Fund     MMF  = Stanley Mustacchi Memorial Fund       

SMF = Shirley Mosner Memorial Fund     PIMF  = 

Pascaner/Itzkowitz Memorial Fund   GSF = Greenwald 

Scholarship Fund      WSF = Walerstein 

Education/Scholarship Fund 
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THE GOOD AND WELFARE a/k/a THE HAND TO HAND COMMITTEE ï Yad LôYad 
Glenn Hirsh, on behalf of the OJC Board of Trustees, and Madeline Roimisher, on behalf of the Good & Welfare (Yad 

LôYad) Committee, would like to extend their 

 

CONDOLENCES TO: 
Alison Heller upon the loss of her beloved mother, Rhonda Olshewitz 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO:  
Stacy & David Gosman upon the birth of their daughter 

Beverly & Barry Yarkon upon the birth of their granddaughter 

Sandy & David Haspel upon the birth of their grandson, Jacob Tyler Lindenbaum 

Anna & Neil Kaplicer upon the birth of their granddaughter, Riley Paige Kaplicer 

Marcy & Brett Kaplicer upon the birth of their daughter, Riley Paige Kaplicer 

Jocelyn & Todd Feuerstein upon their son, Bennett, becoming a Bar Mitzvah 

Michelle & Michael Mosner upon their daughter, Rebecca, becoming a Bat Mitzvah 

Laurie & Phil Mosner, Judy & Fred Saltzman and Miriam & Larry Suchoff upon their niece, Rebecca, 

 becoming a Bat Mitzvah 

Rhonda Graff upon her son, Craig Silver, becoming a Bar Mitzvah 

Irina & Michael Schwalberg upon their daughter, Hannah, becoming a Bat Mitzvah 

Paulette Viana upon her son, Jordan, becoming a Bar Mitzvah 

Miriam Schatz & Nissan Mizrahi upon their son, David, becoming a Bar Mitzvah 

Rosina & Glenn Hirsh, Sandy Borowsky and Sharon Rappaport upon being honored at the OJC Gala Celebration 

Naomi & Jeffrey Steinberg upon the engagement of their daughter, Merryl, to Jason Haspel 

Sandy & David Haspel upon the engagement of their son, Jason, to Merryl Steinberg 

Bea & Harold Birmbaum upon the engagement of their granddaughter, Merryl Steinberg, to Jason Haspel 

Dale & Howie Fox upon the marriage of their daughter, Marissa, to Rob Domansky 

Stacy & Michael Fox upon the marriage of their niece, Marissa, to Rob Domansky 

Sandy Weiner upon completing the ñLight The Nightò walk 

Melodie Teich upon completing the 2-Day Avon Walk for Breast Cancer 

Fran Friedman and her committee for the wonderful Sukkot Dinner 

Henry Rosen, with gratitude for all of his hard work and devotion through the years on behalf of our synagogue 

Fran & Barry Friedman and Cindy & Marc Levine, the Chatanim & Kallahot of Simchat Torah!! 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:  
Roberta Paullay (75th)             Rosalie Eckstein (75th) 

 

GET WELL WISHES TO:  
Martin Kleinman Sarah Kleinman  Glen Weinberg   Joan Cooperman Rose Berendt 

Stephanie Mathes Irving Baum  Alvin Paullay  Renee Gollomp  Evelyn Goldenberg 

Helen Sharon  Russell Berg  Scott Strauss  Robert Bacharach Mark Weinstein 

Marilyn Schwartz Joan Frank  Harold Birnbaum Barry Rogers  Bernie Jacobs 

Alana Rogers  Debra Kronberg  Israel Neiman  Baruch Amins  Helene Levinson 

Dan Goldenberg Bob Umlas  Harold Eckstein  David Kalan   Seymour Perlin 

Ron Hirsh  Sandra Haspel  Carl Moscowitz  Stacy Fox  Lilyan Berlant 

Vera Amins  Nohra Leff  Bruce Bass  Marc Kroenung  Esther Berkowitz 

Lita Mustacchi  Linda Berkowitz Frieda Seidner 

 

 

Kindly let us know if you have an event/occasion you will be celebrating and we’ll be most happy to print it in 

our next Shaliach.       

Madeline Roimisher   (845) 359-4846 
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December Yahrzeits 
 

1    Chaya Brocha 10    Beth Gerson 16    Susan Levy 25    Shirley Goldstein 

1    Sol Feller 10    Julius Herrmann 16    Samuel Marks 25    Samuel Marin 

1    Lenore Kleinfeld 10    Jack Kagan 16    H Siegel 25    Regina Rubinstein 

1    Julius Lakoff 10    Harold William Katz 16    Rose Roe Tarley 25    Harry Schiffman 

1    Arthur Levy 10    Hyman Katz 16    Bertha Weinstein 25    Samuel Schuster 

2    Joseph Potter 10    Wolf Ribalt 17    Alvin Cohen 25    Reva E. Strauss 

3    Eric Kurtzman 10    Helen Schreibman 17    Celia Low 26    Norman Kimelman 

3    Florence Leighton 10    Karl Solomon 17    Mary Tepper 26    Herbert Levingston 

4    Klara Adesnik 10    Joel Spector 18    Charles Lehman 26    Irma Lowy 

4    Elaine Bernstein 11    Anita Flusberg 18    Matilda Parnes 26    Samuel Rechson 

4    Marilyn Cicero 11    Arnold Levine 19    Charles Alperin 27    Clara Boehm Stein 

4    Louis Fuld 11    Murray Librot 19    Erwin Greenwald 27    Nathan Klein 

4    Ludmila Herz 11    Wayne Miller 19    Helen Moscowitz 27    Lee Rosenzweig 

4    Dorothy Levine 12    Abraham Brook 19    Rose Shargorod 28    Herbert Bunin 

4    Samuel Mandelsaft 12    Stuart Grossman 20    Louis Binder 28    Miriam Epstein 

4    Hannah Meister 12    Jenny Kreisle 20    Marcel Joseph 28    Louis Schultz 

5    Sylvia Basch 12    Howard Snider 21    Rebecca Lehman 28    Max Singer 

5    Betty Harris 13    Charles Adesnik 22    Morris Erlish 29    Sol Aronson 

5    Sondra Kaplan 13    Bertha Miller 22    Manny Hartman 29    Leo Dickson 

5    Elaine Riskin 13    David Nemeroff 23    Marion Sirota 29    Louis Kohn 

5    Morris Schreibman 13    Lillian Siegel 23    Sarah Wegodsky 29    Carl Perlin 

5    Lillian Wertheim 13    Herbert Weiss 24    Sol Hirsch 29    Nettie Shimkowitz 

6    Paula Eckhouse 14    Richard Brgitkopf 24    Max Lang 30    Thelma Klein 

7    Theodore Stein 14    Jean Gerson 24    Toby Rosen 30    Jacob Rottenstreich 

8    Frances Weisberg Mack 14    Jule Silverstein 24    Marion Soled 31    Herman Borowsky 

8    Jacob Wisotzek 14    Eske Weinstein 24    David Tollin 31    Samuel Mantel 

9    Nathan Glick 15    Paul Bookman 25    Edward Abrams 31    Sidney Rogers 

9    Kurt Rothschild 15    Henrietta Marcus 25    Abraham Barash 31    Benjamin Tremsky 

10  Roberta Fisher 16    Pearl Greisman 25    Francis Franzese  

    

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For cemetery information, 

call Abe Barbash (845) 735-7226 

or Arthur Sanders (845) 638-0473 
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