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________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

God Talk ï The Theology of Adon Olam 
 

There is a moment in my daily prayer of such raw tension and pure impossibility that I sometimes catch 

my breath. If I am focused and quiet, I close my eyes and realize that I am at just the point where my 

surety stops and doubt steps in. My serenity is disturbed, I feel disquieted, yet I welcome the moment 

when it comes. I think of the early morning experience as God-work. The catalyst for this moment is the 

blank space between the sixth and seventh verses of Adon Olam in Birkot haShachar, the Morning Blessings. 
 

Without beginning, without end, God has vast dominion and power. God is transcendent, Master Planner and Creator of the 

Universe. I look at the magnificent universe from the orbits of the planets to the division of molecules that creates new life and 

I have no doubt that God ñdoes this.ò Then I read verse seven:  But God is my God, my only hope, my one true refuge in 

distress. Could God possibly also be my God? Is God both transcendent and immanent? It has never seemed possible to me, 

yet it has always struck me as necessary. This tension is at the core of my personal theology.  
 

I think that I was born knowing that Go d is responsible for the universe, operating in ways beyond human comprehension. 

My parents did not talk about God; I was not educated in a Religious School where we ever mentioned God. I think, quite 

simply, that my soul knew and I came to understand.   
 

In contrast,  I have longed for a belief in Godôs personal,  intimate relationship with me,  but have found it difficult to attain.  

There have been flashes of existential recognitionðfleeting, precious gifts. By their very nature, I cannot re-create these 

moments upon demand. I have found, however, that I can recall the emotions surrounding a particular moment and feel a 

measure of comfort. I also find that the more I recognize these instants of connection, the more I receive them. I recall those 

precious moments of insight, I re-experience the feelings of security and absolute certainty, and I can sometimes close the gap 

between desire and experience. 
 

I am going to share a very private moment now in the hope of bringing a measure of comfort, recognition or hope to some of 

you. The first time that I recognized God as being intimately involved with me occurred at the moment of my motherôs death. 

I spent four weeks in a hospital room in Maine with my mother while she waited to die. During all of that time, I was not 

afraid but I did feel entirely alone. My mother died at 1:30 in the morning, an exceptionally lonely hour in a hospital. 

Thankfully, I was awake with her during her last half hour. As I waited those endless intervals between intakes of breath, as 

her body released her soul, all feelings of loneliness left me. I was filled with a powerful sense of Godôs presence. This was not 

just the God who designed the heavens and the earth, this was not just the God who had the power to take my mother from 

me, this was not just the God who knew exactly where my motherôs soul was destined to go. No, this was God who knew my 

private pain, my sadness, my exhaustion, my bewilderment. This God cared about me and at that very moment, held me in a 

loving, caring, real embrace. It is perhaps true that my moment of greatest loss was also a moment of my greatest gift. Even if 

just for a moment, I held a sure, unshakable belief that God is intimately involved with me. The essence of the experience 

continues to inform me every day. 
 

It is pôshita (a simple deduction) that if God cares about me, then God cares about every one of us. This understanding 

informs how I know God. Most often, I am aware of Godôs presence when I am engaged with people, when we are learning 

together or sharing a time of great joy or loss. Perhaps one of the people with whom I interact is on the verge of learning an 

important lesson about her or his place in the world in relationship to God. Maybe something that I say will help along the 

way. And maybe something that you say will help me or someone else.   
 

I wish us all support and struggle on the journey.   

Bôyedidut (with friendship),   

 Rabbi Paula Mack Drill 

Orangetown Jewish 

Center 

The Dr. Richard and           

Jana Adelson Campus 

Shaliach  
February 2008 

Shevat - Adar I 5768 
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How to Reach Us 

 
Synagogue Officeééééééééééééééééé. Phone # 845-359-5920ééééééééé.. Fax # 845-398-1646 
  Office@theojc.org 
Administratorééééééééééééééééééé. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Bookkeeperéééééééééééééééééééé Helen Barnettééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 107 
Office Assistant/Donationsééééééééééééé Jacquie Kroenungééééééééééé.845-359-5920 ext. 108 
 
Rabbiééééééééééééééééééééééé Craig Schefféééééééééééééé 845-359-5920 ext. 3 
Associate Rabbiéééééééééééééééééé Paula Mack Drilléééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 103 
Cantoréééééééééééééééééééééé.. Vadim Yuchtéééééééééééééé845-359-5920 ext. 105 
School/Educational Directoréééééééééééé.. Sandra Borowskyééééééééééé..845-398-3982 ext. 110 
 
Presidentééééééééééééééééééééé. Barry Friedmanéééééééééééé.. 845-641-6367 (cell) 
  845-398-8159 (home) 
1

st
 Vice Presidentééééééééééééééééé.. Kim Lori Sokolééééééééééééé845-398-2910 

Vice Presidentééééééééééééééééééé Andy Blauééééééééééééééé 845-365-0543 
Vice Presidentééééééééééééééééééé Jeffry Horowitz   éééééééééééé845-353-8996 
Treasurerééééééééééééééééééééé. Glenn Hirshéééééééééééééé. 845-365-3096 
Financial Secretaryéééééééééééééééé...Martin Marksééééééééééééé.. 845-638-6909 

Recording Secretaryéééééééééééééééé Hara Hartman........................................845-634-6093 

Corresponding SecretaryééééééééééééééMichael Parkeséééééééééééé.  845-627-6104 
 
Book of Life Donationsééééééééééééééé Renee Priceééééééééééééé.....845-634-7244 
Book of Remembranceééééééééééééééé Helen Atlaséééééééééééééé..845-359-4030 
Bulletin Editorééééééééééééééééééé Judy Cohenéééééééééééééé.845-359-5923 
Calendarééééééééééééééééééééé.. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Calendarééééééééééééééééééééé.. Cedine Issmanéééééééééééé..  845-359-5207 
Catering/Kiddushiméééééééééééééééé. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Catering/Kiddushiméééééééééééééééé. Henry Rosenéééééééééééééé845-624-5934 
Cemetery Co-Chairéééééééééééééééé.. Abe Barbashéééééééééé.ééé. 845-735-7226 
Cemetery Co-Chairéééééééééééééééé... Arthur Sandersééééééééééé.é..845-638-0473 
Facility Chairééééééééééééééééééé.. Peter Tarleyéééééééééééééé.845-357-0645 
Associate Facility Chairéééééééééééééé.. Dave Kalanéééééééééééééé.. 845-359-6314 
Food Pantry Co-Chairééééééééééééééé.. Cedine Issmanééééééééééééé845-359-5207 
Food Pantry Co-Chairééééééééééééééé.. Susan Kleinéééééééééééééé 845-354-3653 
Insuranceééééééééééééééééééééé.Abe Barbashééééééééééééé.. 845-735-7226 
Israeli Affairsééééééééééééééééééé.. Jeffry Horowitzéééééééééééé.. 845-353-8996 
Israeli Affairsééééééééééééééééééé.. Allen Levinsonéééééééééééé.. 201-934-9254 
Legal Co-ChairéééééééééééééééééééArthur Sanderséééééééééééé. 845-638-0473 
Legal Co ChairéééééééééééééééééééIrwin Portnoyééééééééééééé..845-562-1028 
Membership Recruitment Co-Chairééééééééé. Esther Berkowitzéééééééééééé845-365-0060 
Membership Recruitment Co-Chairééééééééé. Evelyn Winikofféééééééééééé. 845-358-2564 
Men's Club Presidentééééééééééééééé.. Bart Bookmanééééééééééééé 845-942-2736 
OJC Directoryééééééééééééééééééé.Janet Milleréééééééééééééé. 845-359-7647 
OJC Directoryééééééééééééééééééé.Andrea Sherman..ééééééééééé..845-634-2256 
Publicity/Advertisingéééééééééééééééé Walter Goldmanéééééééééééé. 845-362-0121 
Ritual Chairéééééééééééééééééééé. Ken Lefféééééééééééééééé845-353-8668 
Ritual Committee/ Bar/Bat Aliyah Listsééééééé.. Lloyd Fishmanééééééééééééé201-476-9668 
School Board Co-PresidentéééééééééééééHara Hartmanééééééééééééé..845-634-6093 
School Board Co-President/éé.éééééééééé..Sharon Aachéééééééééééé.é..201-476-1050 
Sisterhood Co-Presidentéééééééééééééé.Cindy Levineééééééééééééé.. 845-398-3645 
Sisterhood Co-Presidentéééééééééééééé.Cedine Issmanéééééééééééé.. 845-359-5207 
Sisterhood Gift ShopééééééééééééééééFrieda Seidnerééééééééééééé 845-359-6366 
Social Action/Good & WelfareééééééééééééMadeline Roimisheréééééééééé. 845-359-4846 
Special DuesééééééééééééééééééééFaye Dinowitzééééééééééééé 845-353-1934 
Web Site ï www.TheOJC.org:éééééééééééé.Marc Levineéééééééééééééé845-398-3645 
Youth Directorééééééééééééééééééé .Sharon Rappaportééééééééééé845-623-2990 
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The OJC is a member-run and -supported organization largely dependent on 

volunteers. Our community is not special in this regard. Religious organizations like 

ours exist to serve the community but cannot be successful without the community 

organizing and participating in the process.  

 

At this time of year, the work of the synagogue president and Executive Board turns to 

issues of a financial nature as we build a working budget for the next fiscal year so that we may present it 

to the congregation for approval in the spring. It is now (the fourth time for me) that the responsibilities, 

functions, idiosyncrasies, conflicts, problems, and joysðeverything that combines to create our shared 

experiences at the OJCðare precisely what the experience is all about. OJC is open and running seven 

days a week, all year long, from early morning to late evening. We have educational and social programs 

for children and adults on every one of those days. Our clergy stimulate and nourish our spiritual 

journeys to and with God, lead us in prayer, and provide educational programming and social action 

projects here and in the greater Jewish community in Rockland, the United States, Israel, and the world.  

 

We continue to make progress toward the achievement of these goals. Veteran committee members have 

successfully recruited new people to our committees who have brought fresh ideas and new energy. So 

much more help is needed. Please let us know of your willingness to join our ever-growing corps of 

volunteers. Our Shaliach and website have been very effective communication tools that attract new 

members, recruit students for our Religious School and Nursery program, and spread the excitement 

inherent in this community. We continue to develop our skills in reaching out and having a powerful 

positive influence on the world in which we live.  

 

The work of the synagogue is largely carried on at the monthly Executive Board and Trustee meetings.  

There, issues are discussed that affect the direction of the OJC. We receive reports from the Good and 

Welfare committee, Sisterhood, Menôs Club, and the Israeli Affairs committee, along with updates on our 

exciting Religious School and Nursery School programs. The Trustees address issues that arise 

concerning clergy, professional, and support staff. At the last two Trustee meetings we continued to 

review and revise traditional fundraising tools, receive updated reports on new programming 

opportunities, and hear ongoing status reports about the Seymour Cohen Memorial Torah Project.  

 

Please continue to take advantage of the daily educational opportunities at the OJC. Please attend the 

presentation from Hudson Energy and enroll onsite for Hudson to provide electricity to your home and 

business in N.Y.S. so that the OJC will benefit from this fundraising opportunity with potential savings 

passed along to you, the consumer. Participate in the writing of our own Sefer Torah in the name of Dr. 

Seymour Cohen, zòl. Plan on being a part of the excitement at our spring fundraising event as we honor 

and celebrate members of the OJC family.  

 

BôShalom, 
 

 Barry 
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A Leaping into Purim . . . or the Pregnant Month 
 

Here we are in February, and in about a week, February 7, we start the month of Adar. As you 

know, Purim is on the 14th day of Adar. So I guess that means Purim will be on February 21
st
 this 

yearða very early Purim. . . . But wait a minute. My OJC calendar tells me that Purim is not 

until March 20
th
! A mistake by the printer? Not at all. 

 

You see, 5768 is a leap year, just as is 2008. The big difference is that while 2008 will have an extra day, 5768 will 

have a whole extra month. On the Jewish calendar when we have a leap year we live through Adar twiceðAdar I 

and Adar II. So actually, if we were making a Jewish version of the movie Groundhog Day weôd be having 2 Purims 

this year. But no, we only have one Purim, and that Purim will be on the 14
th
 day of Adar II, on March 20

th
. 

 

Just how did we get into this strange setup? Well, unlike the world around us, which took the easy solution and 

concentrated only on the solar year when making the Gregorian calendar, the Jews chose to keep time the hard 

way (what else is new?). 
 

The Jewish calendar juggles the solar year, or the time it takes Earth to make one revolution in its orbit around the 

sun, with the lunar month, or the time it takes the moon to make one revolution around the earthðtwo very 

different periods of time. We all know that the earth orbits the sun once every 365¼ days, and thus every fourth 

year we need one extra day to make up for that extra ¼ day in each orbit. However, the moon revolves around the 

Earth every 29½ days. This means that there are 12.4 lunar months in every solar year.  

If you do the math, making a calendar of 12 lunar months leaves you about 11 days short of the 365-day solar year. 

If the Jews chose to ignore the solar year and just rely on our lunar calendar, every year Rosh Hashanah, Passover, 

Purim, and all the Jewish holidays would occur 11 days earlier, quickly dragging Rosh Hashanah into summer, 

Passover into winter, etc. This is a problem, since Passover and its month of Nissan are supposed to take place in 

the spring. The solution? Throw in an extra month every now and then, jumping the holidays 29 or 30 days ahead, 

and keeping them more or less in their proper place. The years with the extra month, our Hebrew leap years, are 

called shanah meôuberet, or pregnant years. 

Just to make things a little more complicated, the extra months were declared to occur in a 19-year cycle, with leap 

years being years 3, 6, 8, 11, 14, 17, and 19. This year, 5768 is year 11 of the cycle. 

The extra month added to each leap year was declared to be Adar I. We delay Adar II until the 29 or 30 days of 

Adar I have passed and commemorate everything that occurs in AdarðPurim, birthdays, yahrzeitsðin Adar II. 

So enjoy your pregnant year, and prepare for the delivery of the fruits of the Purimspiel playersô hard labor next 

month, on March 20
th
. 

SOME CORRECTIONS 

Last month, I wrote about the role of the gabbai during the Torah reading.  I made two mistakes. 

One of the rules I described concerning when not to correct the reader was wrongðit is proper to correct the 

mistake even if the reader has already finished the sentence in which the mistake occurred and moved on to the 

next verse. For this clarification I thank Rabbi ScheffðI am always willing to defer to his incredible knowledge.  

Second, in illustrating the rule about correcting transcription errors in the text of a Torah scroll, I cited the 

possibility that we might find an error in either the scroll donated by the Berlants and Elinor Singerman, or in the 

one being written by our sofer for the Seymour Cohen project. I did not mean to imply that any of these wonderful 

people may have been so careless as to let an error get past them. I know that they all worked very hard to provide 

a flawless text. I simply wanted to give life to my explanation of what needs to be done should an error be found.  

My apologies to the Berlants, Elinor, and Rabbi Greenfield for even thinking of such a possibility. 

 

Ken Leff, Ritual Chair  
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Imagine the following scenario: a father, mother, and two teen-aged sons sit around the dinner 

table. The mother casually asks, ñWhat would you boys like to pursue as a career after college?ò 

One son proudly but nervously says that he would like to be a Jewish educator. Science has not 

developed a measurement small enough to describe the minuscule amount of time it would take the 

vast majority of non-Orthodox Jewish mothers to blurt out, ñYou want to do what?!!ò 

Every society needs heroes, and currently our children find models to emulate in movie theaters, on television, in 

sports stadiums or corporate boardrooms. These people are rewarded with celebrity status, mega-million dollar salaries, 

and fawning adoration. But do these people really represent what we want our children to glorify or are they false 

heroes? Itôs a personôs natural inclination to take the easiest course of action, but that is not the action of a real hero. In 

Pirkei Avot, there is a famous saying: ñWhat is a hero? It is a person who conquers his inclination.ò  

We ask how itôs possible in the face of persecution, genocide, pogroms, and mass assimilation that we are still 

here. The existence of the Jewish people defies all statistical probabilities. The answer is really obvious. Our continuity is 

not the result of Jewish fraternal organizations, federations, committees, and philanthropists (not to say that these are 

not very important); our continuity is simply the result of Jewish educators. Yes, our Religious School (and Jewish day 

school) teachers are the real heroes. Only by teaching our children, one generation to the next, have we ensured the 

survival of the Jewish people. As evidenced in the biblical mandate of vôshinantam lôvanecha, ñand you shall teach these 

commandments to your children,ò the Torah clearly foresaw that the Jewish community must teach its children or it 

would be destined for oblivion. Generation after generation, these teachers are parentsô teammates, instilling Jewish 

identity, knowledge, spirituality, inspiration and commitment. So the next time you meet an individual who devotes time 

to impart Judaism to our younger generation, treat that person like a hero, express gratitude, and show that Jewish 

education is also your priority. If your own children tell you they want to be Jewish educators, beam with ñyiddishe 

nachasòðJewish pride!  

February is a short month, but as always, our Religious School is busy with Jewish learning and living. On 

February 1st, the third grade classes and their families will welcome Shabbat at our Friday evening service and share 

Shabbat dinner as a community. Our third graders will also receive siddurim with personal dedications from both the 

OJC and their parents. We are very proud of the beautiful siddur covers the children and their parents decorated as a 

cherished keepsake for this special gift. Our fifth grade classes will be joined by their families on February 2nd as they 

lead Shabbat morning Junior Congregation services. On February 9th, everyone is invited to our schoolôs Annual 

Comedy Night for a hilarious evening of fun and socializing. Leana Moritt, our Rabbinic Intern, will be the guest 

speaker at the February 12th ñSchlepp and Schmoozeò and the topic will be bringing spirituality into our homes with 

Jewish rituals. On February 14th, our fourth grade classes will lovingly make fleece blankets for Project Linus, and it is 

our hope that their creations will provide a sense of security, warmth and comfort to children who are seriously ill or 

traumatized. Our sixth grade class continues its mitzvah project of packing lunches for our Helping Hands program, 

and our seventh graders enjoy their monthly visit to the residents of the Esplanade at Palisades. We are very proud of 

our Nursery Schoolôs Mitzvah Morning at the Kaplen Assisted Living in River Vale. Our adorable children and their 

parents were featured in an article in the ñCommunity Lifeò newspaper making crafts, singing songs, and welcoming 

Shabbat together with the residents.   

To conclude, books are unique instruments of learning that spark studentsô 

imagination and curiosity. Books remain alive in childrenôs minds long after they 

are read and reading is critical to success in school as well as in every aspect of life. 

School libraries are important because they strengthen the learning experience and 

the desire to go beyond what is taught in class. We would like to thank Marty and 

Judy Cohen for organizing the library, Staci Ross for helping with the book 

circulation system, and Lydia Katz for organizing a committee to read to our 

youngest children and to operate the library during Religious School hours. Todah 

Rabbah! The OJC Religious School and synagogue community always welcomes 

volunteers! Just call if you would like to know the opportunities that are available! 

Parents are our partners! 

Bô yididut, 

Sandy Borowsky 
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THE ORANGETOWN JEWISH CENTER NURSERY SCHOOL 

 

   
 

 

is now registering for the 2008 school year!!  
 

Fun, Creative, Developmental Secular and Jewish Curriculum  

Literacy, Art, Music, Science, Math, Shabbat, Holidays and moreé 
 

Welcoming Community  

Loving and Nurturing Teachers  

Great Student - Teacher Ratio  

Affordable Tuition  

Flexible Schedules ð Extended Day  

Brand New Playground  
 

TERRIFIC TWOS, THRILLING THREES, FABULOUS FOURS, 

AFTERNOON ENRICHMENT, SHABBAT SHALOM  

and  BABY Nõ ME PROGRAMS 
 

PLEASE JOIN US AT OUR OPEN HOUSE:  

Socialization, Songs, Art P roject, Stories, and Snack  

STAY AND PLAY ON FEBRUARY 13 th  
 

WELCOME SHABBAT ON FEBRUARY 15 th  11:15 - Noon 

PLEASE RSVP 
 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME! TELL YOUR FRIENDS!  
 

Canõt attend an Open House?   

Call to join us for a free class and tour of our school!  
 

Please call  Sandra Borowsky, Educational Director,  

at (845) 398 - 3982, ext. 110 to register or  

for more information.  
 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT www.theojc.org  
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Kitah Vav: Sixth GradeA Learning Community 
 

It  is amazing and inspiring to see young people rise to a challenge. Sixth grade in our Religious School, Kitah Vav, 

is a place where one constantly witnesses such amazement and experiences such inspiration. Our sixth grade 

curriculum focuses on our children as the pre-teens that they are. It allows them the opportunity to interact in 

small groups, to express themselves in different ways, and to use their own experiences in addressing and 

incorporating Jewish themes into their lives.  
 

In particular, we have focused this past semester on Jewish texts (like Torah, Talmud and Shulchan Aruch) and 

how we apply them in our daily lives; on the experience of the revelation (the giving of the Torah) and the idea of 

chosenness; and on refining our Hebrew reading skills. 
 

A walk into Kitah Vav is like a walk into a frenzied, bustling marketplace. It is a space of energy and creativity, of 

individual expression and sharing ideas. In short, Kitah Vav is a place where growth is happening and Judaism is 

made relevant to young lives. 
 

And we are all richer for the experience. 

Rabbi Scheff and Morah Lisa Schwartz 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

Thoughts From Your Intern: Leana Moritt 
 

Lôtaken olam bômalchut Shaddai: to repair the world as the Kingdom of God. That line from our Aleinu prayer 

kept ringing in my ears as I walked through the OJC on Mitzvah Day several weeks ago. 
 

The reason may be evident. After all, if we interpret tikkun olam (a variation of lôtaken olam from the prayer) as 

social action, naturally there were numerous projects that day designed for that very purpose. But there was more 

to the feeling of that beautiful Sunday, just as there is more to the phrase tikkun olam. 
 

The expression has its roots in our Jewish mystical literature. The early Kabbalists understood the phrase 

somewhat differently. To them, tikkun operates on a much greater scale and is a cosmic repair of the universe. 

They understood that the universe is the result of a tremendous explosion (not unlike the Big Bang) and the 

shattering of vessels that were meant to hold the primordial light of Godôs creation. The idea is that with each 

mitzvah a Jew performs, he or she gathers a spark of this Divine light and sends it back to Godôs realm (or the 

Kingdom of God in the prayer). According to this philosophy, each time a Jew performs a mitzvah of any kind, it 

works toward this cosmic repair or tikkun, toward a vision of our world here on earth coming closer to Godôs 

vision for us. 
 

So though we can certainly understand our working for social justice and tzedakah as tikkun olam, we can 

understand it on more than one level: broaderðand even cosmicðand more personal. It tells us that each mitzvah 

we do brings us closer to that vision. And it is on this level that our Sunday together resonated. It was a day that 

began with prayer and tefillin , a day in which everyoneðyoung, old, and in betweenðgathered to cook, laugh, 

clean, play, learn, sew, kibitz, dig, cheer, sing, bless, eat, work, and so many other things in the name of 

community, mitzvah and God. Our work that day and the spirit in which it was offered was truly an example of 

perfecting the world as the kingdom of God. 
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OJCõS ONGOING LEARNING AT A GLANCE 

February 2008 
 

Iyyun Tefillah 
Saturday, February 2 at 8:45 a.m. 

An in-depth exploration of our Shabbat liturgy with Rabbi Drill 
 

Seudah Study 
Saturdays, February 2 and 16 at 3:45 p.m. 

Conclude Shabbat with seudah shlishit and a study of contemporary Jewish thought 
 

The Adult Bar/Bat Mitzvah Series 
Wednesdays, February 6, 13 and 20 at 7:30 p.m. 

Ongoing study on a variety of topics; individual lectures open to all. 
February: Trope Training for Chanting Haftarah (in 3 easy lessons)! 

 

Text and Context 
Thursdays: 10-11 a.m., February 7, 14, 21 and 28 

Parashat hashavua (the weekly Torah portion) with Rabbi Scheff 

 

Cantorõs Cantillation Crash Course 
Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. (beginning January 31) 

Join Cantor Yucht for six consecutive weeks to learn how to read from the Torah!  
Read in celebration of the Dr. Seymour Cohen Memorial Torahõs completion! 

 

Toward a Purposeful Jewish Life 
Monday, February 11, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Jewish ethics with Rabbi Drill; this month: òOhev Zeh et Zeh ð Love One Anotheró 
 

Torah nõ Treats 
Wednesday, February 13 and 27 at noon 

Studies in the Book of Prophets with Rabbi Scheff 
 

Friday Night Lecture Series 
Friday, February 15 at 7 p.m. 

Dr. Marty Cohenõs topic this month: òThe Koran ð A Jewish Perspectiveó 
 

Holy Day Meanings 
Monday, February 25 at 7:30 p.m. 

This monthõs class with Rabbi Drill focuses on the holiday of Purim 
 

Talmud Study Group 
Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. 

An informal, congregant-led study group on texts relating to Jewish ethics 
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Learn from Others! Take a Leap in 2008! 
 

What can we learn from a leap year? Letôs start with a definition. I would guess that no matter how old 
you are, it might be more challenging than you think to clarify what a leap year is. I will help you. On the 

surface it appears as though a leap year occurs every four years and coincides with a presidential election 

year. Yet, if that were your definition, you would be leaving out some very important rules. You see, in 

the Gregorian calendar, which is the calendar used by most modern countries, the following rules decide 

which years are leap years: 

 

1. Every year divisible by 4 is a leap year. 

2. But every year divisible by 100 is NOT a leap year. 

3. Unless the year is also divisible by 400, then it is still a leap year. 

 

Here are some interesting facts. There are 97 leap years out of every 400 years and we will lose a day 

every 8000 years. As an aside, I suppose that the Jewish calendar only started 5768 years ago and we 

have not lost a full day yet! The chances of being born on a Leap Year Day are about 1 in 1461 and 684 in 

a million. There have been 200,000 people born on Leap Day in the U.S. and 4 million in the world. Wow! 

Put another way, only .0684% of the worldôs population are leapers. What a special and unique group! 

Leapers. Thatôs an interesting term. Although under these strict guidelines there might only be 4 million 

leapers in the world, letôs use a more expansive definition for a moment. I would like to consider myself a 

leaper. I like to think that I take chances in the interest of helping myself and others, reaching new 

heights with regard to learning and teaching. I am willing to try new things and challenge myself and 

others in the process.  Are you?   

 

Are you leapified? Do you ever wish for an extra hour in a day? February 29th is itðan entire day just 

for each of you to do the things that you think you canôt, donôt, or wonôt get to do in a typical 24-hour-a-

day, 7-day-a-week, 4-week-a-month, 12-month-a-year time frame. What will you do with your 366th day 

this year? I challenge each of you to make a difference. Change the worldðone day at a time. Lo Alecha 

Hamlacha Lôgmor, vôlo ata ben chorin leôhibateil mimena. Although we do not need to complete the work, 

we are not free to desist from it either. Begin now!   

 

Join with us as part of the Youth Shabbat on March 1, the Purim Carnival on March 20, OJCôs Israel 60 

to 60, Youth Mitzvah Day on April 13, Israel Day Parade on June 1st. If you have any questions about 

the OJC Youth Program or would like to help with any of the above-mentioned events, please do not 

hesitate to contact Sharon Rappaport, Youth Director, at sharonrap2@aol.com or at 845-623-2990 or 

visit the OJC Youth website www.theojc.org/education_youth.htm 

 

Youth  

Group  

News  
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Learning and Growing  
 

Shabbatðwhat a wonderful and relaxing way to end each week. Every Shabbat is special and brings family 

and friends together. On January 18th and 19th we celebrated Shabbat together. Our Sisterhood Shabbat was 

filled with Prayer, Peace & Togetherness. We would like to thank all of our sisters and their families for an 

amazing event, a memorable Shabbat.  
 

This event was made possible by many members whose dedication to Sisterhood is outstanding. We would like 

to thank the following women for their extra-special efforts: 

Faye Dinowitz, Barbara Brumer, and Carolyn Wodar for the Friday night dinner 

Judith Umlas for her knowledge, insight, and a wonderful Friday night program   

Rosina Hirsh and Lydia Katz for running a wonderful Friday night and Shabbat service program  

Barbara Rosen for running the Shabbat Kiddush  

And we canôt forget Rabbi Drill for her inspiration, vision, spiritual leadership and guidance.  
 

Our Sisterhood women are such a dedicated group. Whether we were looking around the room during 

Shabbat dinner with our Sisterhood family or as we stood on the bima and gazed out into the congregation 

and saw so many facesðnew and familiar, young and old, learning and growing togetherðwe were filled with 

wonder and amazement.  
 

An event like this is like a huge woven tapestry. Many parts are worked on separately and then put all 

together just as the tapestry gets stitched together. Once complete both reveal a beautiful work of art to be 

cherished and admired for ages. 
 

And hereôs so much more! Join us on February 10th  for an Israeli cooking demonstration with our own Dina 

Yucht as we increase our recipe files. On February 20th  come to our book chat when we will discuss The Book 

Thief. We will have Mishloach Manot basket delivery just in time for Purim, and then save March 30th  for 

our fourth annual Sisterhood Seder and May 4th for the Sisterhood Fashion Show! 
 

We are also planning to fill positions for our 2008-2009 Sisterhood Board. If you are interested in joining, 

contact Cindy or Cedine  
 

For more details on this and all of our events please remember to check your mailings, the weekly newsletter ï 

ñThis Week @ the OJCò and the OJC websiteðhttp:/ /www.theojc.org. Please support our programs and 

fundraisers. We are there for you and the entire OJC community.  
 

Make the OJC Sisterhood your Sisterhood! 
 

Cindy &  Cedine 

 

 

Where youôll always find a friendly face! 
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OJC Menôs Club - Helping 
 

As Jews, we have the opportunity to reflect on ourselves as human beings during Rosh 

HashanahïYom Kippur. At the start of the secular New Year some of us do it again. 

Introspection is not something that comes easily to meðI suspect itôs the same for many of us.  

In spite of that, there are times when I become introspective. Usually, itôs triggered by 

something that has happened in my life. This month it came from the Internet, of all places.   

 

Like most of you who use the Internet, I receive lots of stuff. Some of it is important but most of it is fluff ïmainly 

humor and stories. Once in a while something comes along that I can relate to my life. The anecdote below is one 

that spoke to me and I wanted to pass it on.  

 

A holy man was having a conversation with God one day and said, ñLord, I would like to know what Heaven and Hell 

are like.ò God led the holy man to two doors. 

 

God opened one of the doors and the holy man looked in. In the room was a large round table. In the middle of the 

table was a large pot of stew, which smelled delicious and made the holy man's mouth water. 

 

The people sitting around the table were thin and sickly. They appeared to be famished. They were holding spoons with 

very long handles that were strapped to their arms and each found it possible to reach into the pot of stew and take a 

spoonful. But because the handle was longer than their arms, they could not get the spoons back into their mouths. 

The holy man shuddered at the sight of their misery and suffering. 

 

God said, ñYou have seen Hell.ò 

 

They went to the next room and opened the door. It was exactly the same as the first one. There was the large round 

table with the large pot of stew, which made the holy man's mouth water. The people were equipped with the same 

long-handled spoons, but here the people were well nourished and plump, laughing and talking. The holy man said, ñI 

don't understand.ò 

 

ñIt is simple,ò said God. ñIt requires but one skill. You see, they have learned to feed each other, while the greedy think 

only of themselves.ò  

  

Remember that I will always share my spoon with you. 

 

This little story really resonated with me, particularly after one of my friends shared some news at synagogue. The 

week before, he had been diagnosed with a serious health issue. He explained how he was gratified and amazed at 

the outpouring of warmth and support from the congregants and Rabbi Drill.   

 

That day, when I got home from synagogue, I opened the newspaper and saw a letter to the editor praising the 

warmth and support from Rabbi Scheff and Rabbi Drill during a familyôs time of mourning.   

 

The story and the two incidents reflect the best in usðwhen we are there to help each other, our community and 

our fellow human beings. Helping Hands and Mitzvah Day are community manifestations of that spirit, but the 

small things we do in reaching out to others reflect the true nature of who we are as a people. If we continue to do 

these things in reaching out to help one other, we will always have the feeling of a small, close-knit community no 

matter how big we grow as a synagogue.  

 

 

Bart Bookm an  
Menôs Club President 
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Tanakh Thoughts            by Marty Cohen  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Who was Lilith? Some of us may remember her as the psychiatrist who was more than a match for her fellow analyst, 

Dr. Frasier Crane, in the TV hit comedy Cheers.  As it turns out, she was aptly named. 
 

In Jewish lore Lilith, or Lilit in Hebrew, is a major personality who came about from a combination of several factors: 
 

¶ There are two differing stories of Godôs creation of woman in Genesis. In the first (Gen. 1:28), God creates male 

and female from Godôs image, blesses them and urges them to be fruitful. In the second, God creates Adam 

(Gen. 2:7) and only later, because Adam was lonely, God creates Eve as a helpmate out of Adamôs rib (Gen. 

2:21-22). The ancient rabbis were very puzzled over these two stories and their different implications. In the 

first, Adam and Eve are clearly equal; in the second, Adam takes precedence over Eve both in time of creation 

and in dominance. 

¶ In ancient Assyrian demonology, there were two well-known demons named Lilu and Lilutu who caused 

mankind great grief. These names bear resemblance to the Hebrew word for night, laila, when, of course, 

demons are the most powerful. 

¶ Isaiah, predicting the future destruction of Israelôs long-time enemy, Edom, says that when Edom is destroyed, 

the ñnight-monsterò shall be there (Isa. 34:14). The Hebrew word that is translated into English as night-

monster is Lilit.  

¶ Pregnancy can be a very dangerous time for women. In ancient days it often terminated with the death of the 

mother, the child or both. 

¶ Young men, even those striving for the highest degree of purity, can have nocturnal emissions. 
 

All this was eventually put together in the following legend, ramifications of which found their way into Talmud and 

especially into Kabbalistic writings where Lilith is mentioned frequently. (I regret that space limitations force me to skip 

over the evolution of the legend.) 
 

As the story goes, it was Lilith who was the first woman created at the same time as Adam. Adam wanted her to be 

subservient to him, as well she was supposed to be (hey, donôt blame me, thatôs the legend). Lilith refused, pointing out 

to Adam that she was created at the same time as he was and in the very same manner. This was the first marital 

dispute! Eventually the issue was decided by an angel, who ruled that Lilith must serve Adam. (Surprise!) Lilith still 

refused (Go, girl!), was cast out into the black night and became a demon. Adam, having had a mate before, now knew 

the meaning of loneliness. God had mercy on him and created a second wife, Eve. Born later than Adam, and in fact 

created from him, Eve was subservient to Adam. After the expulsion from Eden, Eve became pregnant and began the 

process of childbearing. 
 

Lilith also did not wish to be alone. So to this day, says the legend, she seduces young men at night or collects the semen 

from their nocturnal emissions and spawns demons to keep her company. Jealous of the descendents of Adam and Eve, 

she attacks them at night whenever she can, particularly pregnant women. There are many midrashim and other 

writings about Lilith and you may wish to go online to pursue this further. If so, you will basically be in the realm of 

Kabbalah. 
 

Superstitious belief in Lilith was very widespread. For hundreds of years many pregnant Jewish women wore special 

amulets designed to ward her off. This custom may still be found in some places today. Lilith was also held out as a 

lesson to recalcitrant women who would not be subservient to men. In fact, some of the midrashim about Vashti, the 

Persian queen who would not obey Achashvaros, clearly make her a demon-like character like Lilith, with a tail and all 

that. 
 

With a delicious and fitting sense of irony, the Jewish feminist movement named their magazine Lilith  after the first 

woman who would not obey a man. (There have been others since!) 
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From the Editor: 
 

Lately Iôve been receiving some emails about candidates for the U.S. Presidency and they arenôt 
pleasant. Theyôre nasty, vicious, ferocious, malicious, spiteful, cruel and also not very nice. What I 

havenôt been receiving is any ñofficialò confirmation that any of these accusations are true. (Translation: 

the ADL hasnôt come out to warn Jewish voters to avoid Candidates, X, Y, and Z, and heaven forbid, not 

even mention their names, pooh pooh.)  
 

All this got me to thinking about OJC. Actually, most months I need to think about OJC or there wonôt 

be a Shaliach. But in particular, I was mentally comparing the nationôs election habits with ours, and 

wondering if thereôs anything to be learned from these unpleasant communications.  
 

Letôs imagine that itôs time to elect OJC officers. Now that most of us have email, it occurs to someone 

who needs to get a life that it would be a terrific thing to send a message to the whole congregation (if you 

recall, membership lists are no longer sacrosanct and everyone has a directory), accusing our presidential 

nominee of all kinds of Bad Things. (What this person has neglected to note is that the nominee is 

running unopposed, which generally means that most people like him/her.) Here are some examples: 
 

¶ The candidate has 27 children, at least 25 of whom resemble women that we know who are 

not his wife. 

¶ The candidate doesnôt know a word of Hebrewðor English, for that matter. He is an 

illegal alien from Kazatzkarag, which, for those teen-aged South Carolinians who have 

maps, is located a couple miles west of one of any number of Polish borders. 

¶ The candidate lives in New Jersey and is running under false pretenses. Heôs actually a 
member of the Conservative Congregation of River Vale. 

 

Thatôs just the presidency. Other offices that take a lot of heat are those having to do with finance. 

Picture these items arriving on your computer about the Financial Secretary and the Treasurer:  
 

¶ The candidate earns $875,000 a year and works as a part-time Hebrew School teacher. 

Coincidentally, $875,000 was reported missing from the OJC Religious School treasury in 

2007. 

¶ The candidate has been seen removing coins from the minyan tzedakah box while fluttering 

his hands about with considerable skill to make it look like heôs putting coins in. (His 

defenders say that at least he comes to minyan.) 

¶ The candidate has not paid income tax since 1953. (This, however, does not make him 

especially unusual for a politician.) 
 

This process could be taken far. We could accuse our rabbis of obtaining their smicha through bribery. 

We could accuse our cantor of ventriloquism. We could say that Marty Cohenôs lectures are stolen from 

Popular Science magazine. We could say that some people sleep during sermons while in reality, theyôre 

just ñresting their eyes.ò We could even say that the editor of this esteemed periodical is very very weird. 

(We would be correct on that one.) 
 

You can see that lashon hara (evil speech) could easily filter down to our happy little community if we 

allow it. So be vigilant, congregants, and donôt judge candidates by email. Judge ôem by the biased, 

prejudiced, unfair opinions of your friends. And remember, you read it here. 

 

 

Judy Cohen 
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The Seymour Cohen Memorial Torah Project ruach  (spirit) 
continues with an exciting, stimulating an d informative Shabbat.  

We are proud and honored to host Rabbi Daniel Nevins at our 

synagogue . 

Rabbi Daniel Nevins  is the Pearl Resnick Dean of The 

Rabbinical Schoo l  of the Jewish Theological Seminary, 

where he also teaches homiletics, chairs the 

Department of Professional and Pastoral Skills, and 

serves on the Chancellor's Academic Council. He is 

also a member of the Executive Council of the 

Rabbinical Assembly and serves on its Committee on 
Jewish Law and Standards (CJLS).  

¶ Friday night dinner at 6:00 PM  

¶ Services at 7:00 PM ï Rabbi Nevins will speak  

¶ Rabbi Ne vins will present the sermon during Shabbat morning services  

¶ We continue, at 4:30 PM, with Mincha, Seudah Shlishit, learning with 
Rabbi Nevins and a lovely Havdallah service  

If you are joining us for dinner, please send responses to Tova Adesnik, 1 Braemar 

Court, New City, NY 10956.  RSVP by Thursday, January 31, 2008.  

 

Cost per adult/teen: $20     Cost per child (3 - 10): $10      Maximum per family: $72  

 

Name: _________________ _______________________________  

 

Number of Adults/Teens:  ______       Number of Children (3 - 10) ________  

 

Total Amount Enclosed:  $ __________   Please make check payable to OJC  
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The following programs, scheduled over the next 
several months, will prepare our minds, our spirits 

and our souls to receive our new Torah. 
 

SAVE THE DATES! 
 

 

Cantor Vadim Yucht "Cantor's Cantillation Course"  

Cantor Vadim Yucht will be teaching a six-week Torah Trope course on Thursday nights 
beginning January 31; participants will be the first to read from our newly dedicated Torah in 
June. 
 

Shabbaton with Rabbi Daniel Nevins ð February 8 and 9  

Rabbi Daniel Nevins, Dean of the Rabbinical School of the Jewish Theological Seminary, will be 
our Scholar in Residence.  A weekend of stimulating learning and discussion will begin with 
Friday night Shabbat dinner and will continue through Seudah Shlishit on Shabbat afternoon.   

 

Israel & Torah ð March 26  

Sofer Zerach Greenfield returns to OJC, offering a lecture on the topic: ñViewing Israelôs History 
Through the Scribal Arts.ò 

 

Friday Night Lecture and Shabbat Oneg ð April 11  

"Establishing the Historical Authenticity of the Torah" ïa lecture by Dr. Marty Cohen during Friday 
night services, with a special Shabbat oneg to follow. 
 

Wednesday Night Lecture ð May 14  

ñTorah as a Tree of Life:  A Guide to Health, Wealth, Love and the Time to Enjoy It!ò 
 

May 18 ð Program to be announced  

Our final program before our new Torahôs dedication on June 8! 
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Response from a New Jersey OJC Member 
 

I  appreciate Judyôs recognition of New Jersey congregants in the January issue of the Shaliach, but on behalf of 

all Jersey members I would like to respond to her article. 
 

After residing in Orangeburg for 35 years, in 2000 Janice and I decided to move into an adult community in 

central New Jersey. One of our concerns was whether there were actually Jews living in New Jersey. We were 

pleasantly surprised to find two temples plus a Chabad Center in West and East Windsor, which have a total 

membership of more than 1700 families, and approximately half of our community of 550 homes is Jewish. 

Princeton University, located in our neighboring town, has a large Jewish Center as well as a major Jewish Studies 

program, and a new JCC is also being built in West Windsor. 
 

In politics, our governor has a Jewish girlfriend; had he married her, she certainly would have noodged him to 

wear a seat belt. 
 

In sports, New York wouldnôt give their football teams a home, so New Jersey adopted them. However, after this 

season, one of them should be sent to Rhode Island. 
 

In entertainment, we have Bruce Springsteen, Jon Bon Jovi, and the Broadway musical is not called the ñNew 

York Boys.ò ñThe Sopranosò were also based in New Jersey, so Judy, make sure Marty always walks behind you. 

 

In Jewish religion, we have the large Yeshiva in Morristown, which sends young Chabad rabbis to every corner of 

the world. 
 

In transportation, if it  werenôt for the New Jersey Turnpike, how would New Yorkers drive to Florida? I have just 

sent a letter to Governors Corzine and Spitzer recommending the building of a border crossing on Rte. 303 in 

order to keep out those New Yorkers poking fun at New Jersey and to collect sales tax on items purchased there. 
 

In further appreciation of Judyôs article, I will send her some homegrown Jersey tomatoes next summer. Did you 

ever hear of a New York tomato? Maybe we could also have a ñJersey Shabbat,ò featuring Jersey corn and 

tomatoes at the Kiddush. 

 

Shalom, 

 

Harry Fuld 
 

Editorôs Note: Harry, this is a terrific defense of New Jersey. Iôll appreciate the tomatoes next summerðas 

long as theyôre sent and not thrown. 

________________________________________________________ 

 

Save the Date - Sunday, May 4th at 11:30 AM for a Fashion Show at the OJC. 
 

Å Adultsô and childrenôs fashions by Lord & Taylor 

Å Catered buffet luncheon 

Å Lots of raffles and door prizes 
 

Watch for your invitation. Talk to your friends and reserve a table. Full tables of 8 receive bonus 

raffle tickets. For information, contact Carolyn Wodar (845) 352-1825 or cwodar@optonline.net 
 

Interested in modeling? Contact Jill Lederer (845) 359-4919 or ledererjill@msn.com 
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Remembrance of Synagogues Past:  
The Lost Civilization of the Jewish South Bronx 

 

In case you missed Hazakôs showing of the memorable video ñThe Lost Wooden Synagogues of Eastern Europe,ò 
Mimi and Mel Rosenstock have generously donated their copy to our OJC Library. The library is up and running 

so you can borrow it, along with many other fine books and videos.  
 

Seymour Perlin, long-time OJC congregant who is probably best known for his nostalgic and evocative 

reminiscences of growing up on a farm in Mountaindale, New York (much of which has been published in the 

Shaliach), has written Remembrance of Synagogues Past: The Lost Civilization of the Jewish South Bronx. 

The connection to the mostly destroyed wooden synagogues of Eastern Europe is easy to make. Seymourôs book 

can be found at Bronxsynagogues.org . Here, as a teaser, is a selection from its Preface. 
 

Every book of non-fiction should have a purpose. As the research for the book unfolds, the purpose expands to 

include broader vistas. 
 

Originally, the reason for this book was to preserve the history of synagogues and other Jewish institutions that 

once thrived in the South Bronx. . . . As the research progressed, the purpose was broadened. Synagogues are only 

buildings made of brick and mortar. People of the congregation make a synagogue come to life. There was a need 

for a human dimension. Letters were sent to numerous Jewish publications in the United States asking former 

residents of the South Bronx to send personal impressions of the synagogues they attended. The response was 

gratifyi ng and this material was incorporated into the book. 
 

Bernard Wax, Director of the American Jewish Historical Society, suggested that information about all the 

synagogues in the Bronx be included. No one had ever gathered this information and this would be an important 

contribution to American Jewish history. Consequently, an exhaustive survey of Jewish religious institutions in the 

entire borough is hereby presented. 
 

The . . . purpose that transcends all the others is to encourage people to duplicate this research elsewhere and 

thereby preserve the histories of Jewish communities in other sections of the United States. 
 

Information for the 89 synagogues in the Northern and Eastern sections of the Bronx is in this [third] edition, 

along with numerous building photographs. . . . There are now approximately 40 active synagogues in these 

sections.  Several have no rabbi, a couple  have services on Saturday only,  some havenôt enough to pay  a secretary 

to answer the telephone, a good number have answering machines, and several have a telephone with no answering 

machine. In one situation a congregation sold its building and moved in with another congregation. . . . As far as 

the South Bronx synagogues are concerned, only two are functioning: the Daughters of Jacob on Findlay Avenue 

and Congregation Mount Horeb on Stebbins Avenue. 
 

Many readers have asked about purchasing a hard copy of the book. The publisher said the cost would be 

prohibitive. One of the reasons for online publication was the matter of money. Remembrance is a self-published 

book. 
 

There have been thousand of visits to the Remembrance home page and hundreds of responses. Many of the 

questions were about ñmissingò synagogues (most of which were found in other sections of the Bronx). . . . Some 

questions, when the author knew the answer, were responded to immediately, some needed research, and in some 

instances the information was impossible to find. Several respondents wrote that they were officers in their 

synagogue and would help if anyone had questions. 
 

There were many letters that included personal impressions. Most were very good. They have been added to the 

book at this time. Thank you . . . for your interest in contributing to (through our collective memories) and 

preserving Jewish history. 
 

Seymour Perlin 
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Live, Love and Laugh the night away at OJC 

 

We are bringing Comedy Central to OJC! 

 Come and see comedians Jon Fisch, Sherry Davey, and Eric McMahon   

When: Saturday, February 9th at 7:30 PM     Where: OJC  

What: Delicious munchies, desserts and non-alcoholic beverages provided  
Bring your own kosher alcoholic beverages 

Chance to win $$$$ in a 50/50 Raffle!! 

How: Reserve your spot in advance: $35 donation per person, $45 at the door 

Pre-register by sending checks (payable to OJC) to:  

Lisa Zwerling / 21 Ethan Allen Court / Orangeburg, NY 10962 
 

 If you have any questions, please contact Shari Cooperman (365 - 0567)  

 sharicooperman@optonline.net  

 or Lisa Zwerling (359 - 4485) jljz@optonline.net  

 
 

SIT BACK, RELAX & BE READY TO LAUGH WITH OLD & NEW FRIENDS ! 

The OJC Sisterhood invites you!!! 
 

Come enjoy the best of Israel ðIsraeli food!  
 

Dina will prepare her delicious Israeli dishes: soups, pastas, and more. . . . 
 

¶ There will be sumptuous Israeli desserts! 
 

¶ There will be Israeli ingredients and recipes! 
 

¶ There will be Israeli entertainment, music, and video! 
 

When? Sunday brunch! February 10, 2008 
 

RSVP to Nina Tarley (845) 357-0645 or Dina Yucht (845) 613-7092. 
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the cold  

with your friends at the OJC  

Now, HAZAK presents:  

Lunch and Learn and Games  
Join us for a delicious lunch, learn some Talmud with Rabbi Drill and spend 

an afternoon playing your favorite games: Poker, Bridge, Scrabble, 

Canasta . . . you name it! Weôll play it! 

Thursday, March 6, 2008, 11:30 until you win your game!  
 

Questions? Contact our Co-Chairs, Evelyn Winikoff (845) 358-2564 or Miriam Neuren 

(201) 995-0722.  RSVP by Friday, February 29
th  

 
 

Return this slip with your check made out to OJC   

      $10 for congregants   $15 for gue sts  
Mail to:  OJC, 8 Independence Ave, Orangeburg, NY 10962  Attn: Evelyn Winikoff & 
Miriam Neuren  

Yes, sign me up for Lunch and Learn and Games!  
Name: _____________________________  Phone: ___________________  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Have you seen our new library? ItÙs great and ready to go!  

We need volunteers to help out.  

¶ Check out books  

¶ Read to the children  

¶ Maintain the library  
 

 Volunteers will be given assigned times 

For questions or if you are interested in volunteering please call Lydia Katz at 845 -352 -2406 or e -
mail: MeemaK@aol.com  (please put ñlibraryò in the subject line) 
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Jewish Learning is Alive and Well in Rockland! 
 
The Center for Jewish Education of 
The Jewish Federation of Rockland presents: 
 

 
Our Second Annual 

Community Night of Jewish Learning 
A sampling of learning opportunities for Jewish adults in Rockland 
 

Saturday Night, March 1st, 2008 from 7:15-10:15 pm 
at the New Rockland Jewish Community Campus  
450 West Nyack Road, West Nyack, NY 10994 
 

Come and learn with our community leaders and teachers (list so far):  
 

Barbara Rosenthal Birnbaum   Rabbi Scott Bolton 
Rabbi Daniel Coren     Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg   
Carol H. King      Rabbi Avremel Kotlarsky   
Beth Kramer      Rabbi Ron Mass    
Rabbi Susan Mitrani Knapp    Rabbi Aryeh Meir     
Rabbi Reuben Modek     Rabbi Daniel Pernick 

 
Sit in on a class, have dessert and a cup of coffee, enjoy some Jewish music 
and begin (or continue) your journey of Jewish learning. 
 

7:15 pm  Havdalah & registration 
7:40 ï 8:30 pm  First class session   
8:40 ï 9:30 pm  Second class session 
9:30 ï10:15 pm  Dessert & musical program  
 

The program is free and is open to the entire community. 
Please pre-register for classes, go to the Federation Web site: 
http://www.jewishrockland.org  Courses will be listed by the end of January. Keep 
checking the web site! Or call 845-362-4200 ext. 180 or email:  
melton@jewishrockland.org 

 
Sponsored by the Jewish Federation of Rockland County 

Steve Kolinsky, President 
 

Rockland Board of Rabbis 
Rabbi Morris Zimbalist, President 

 
Center for Jewish Education of Rockland 

Laurie Hoffman, Executive Director 
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