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: Seamless Judaism 
 

I start my day enwrapped in a tallit, reminded by the knots and windings of the fringes about Godôs 

mitzvot; that I should think of them in order to do them. Then I lay tefilin, binding my arm and making 

a sign between my eyes. I think about being engaged to God, and how could a day be ordinary if I am 

engaged to God?    
 

Then begins my extraordinary day filled with Torah study and classes; visits to the sick, the lonely, the 

grieving; and meetings to plan programs that bring Judaism to Jews in joyful and meaningful ways. My life is one of 

seamless Judaism. In everything I do whether itôs teaching, purchasing groceries or working out at the JCC, I am doing 

Jewish.  
 

Of course you are, you say. Youôre a rabbi. 
 

Seamless Judaism, however, is not reserved for rabbis. It is available to all of us. It begins with a consciousness that being 

Jewish is a privilege and an obligation. It continues with a decision to live our best life with that recognition as an anchor. 

It is fulfilled when our Judaism is available to us in the best and the most difficult of times. 
 

Seamless Judaism, you say, is for others. I am too busy in my life to do Jewish all day long. Seamless Judaism, however, 

is not about doing differently. Itôs about being conscious of our Judaism in everything we do. 
 

Many of you would say that you are too busy to pray or that prayer just isnôt your thing. So you say, but so many of you 

have shared that you thank God for the gift of being awake each morning. One congregant recently told me that she turns 

to her spouse each morning when they wake up and tells him, ñWe won Lotto!ò If thatôs not prayer, what is? And if a 

personal relationship with God isnôt Jewish, what is? 
 

Many of you strive to act in ethical ways but assume that is just the right way to be and is not connected to your Judaism. 

You are correct and you are also incorrect. Ethical behavior is the right way to live in the world. And as Jews, it is 

inculcated on every page of our texts. When God commands us to be holy because ñI, Adonai your God, am holy,ò the 

prescription that follows is entirely one of ethical behavior toward all people. 
 

Many of you are passionate about causes of justice but believe that is part of your ñreal worldò and not connected to your 

Judasim. Tzedek tzedek tirdof: ñJustice, justice you shall pursue.ò Jews have been visionaries and activists in every major 

movement for equality and justice in modern history from Civil Rights to Womenôs Rights, from protecting our 

environment to stopping genocide in Darfur and Chad. It is so because it is Jewish to turn our Torah learning outward and 

be lights to the world. 
 

If seamless Judaism is simply about changing consciousness, you may wonder how we go about making the change. The 

answer is wonderfully simple: in the way that suits you best. If you are an intellectual who loves to learn, study texts in an 

OJC class, at a Night of Jewish Learning with the CJER on March 7th or with on-line learning. If you learn best through 

spiritual connection, join us for prayer. (Need a buddy to help you find your way? Just ask.) If you learn best 

experientially, sign up for one of our Tikkun Olam projects: Helping Hands or Jewish World Watch or Tikkun Bayit. 

(Check out http://www.theojc.org for explanations of these important projects.) 

(continued on p. 12) 
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How to Reach Us 

 
Synagogue Officeééééééééééééééééé. Phone # 845-359-5920ééééééééé.. Fax # 845-398-1646 
  Office@theojc.org 
Administratorééééééééééééééééééé. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Bookkeeperéééééééééééééééééééé Helen Barnettééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 107 
Office Assistant/Donationsééééééééééééé Jacquie Kroenungééééééééééé.845-359-5920 ext. 108 
 
Rabbiééééééééééééééééééééééé Craig Schefféééééééééééééé 845-359-5920 ext. 3 
Associate Rabbiéééééééééééééééééé Paula Mack Drilléééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 103 
Cantoréééééééééééééééééééééé.. Vadim Yuchtéééééééééééééé845-359-5920 ext. 105 
School/Educational Directoréééééééééééé.. Sandra Borowskyééééééééééé..845-398-3982 ext. 110 
Youth Directorééééééééééééééééééé Sharon Rappaportééééééééé.éé845-623-2990 
 
Presidentééééééééééééééééééééé. Glenn Hirshéééééééééééé........,845-365-3096 
1

st
 Vice Presidentééééééééééééééééé.. Andy Blauééééééééééééééé845-365-0543 

Vice Presidentééééééééééééééééééé Jeffry Horowitz   éééééééééééé845-353-8996 
Vice Presidentéééééééééééééééééé.éKim Lori Sokolééééééééééééé845-398-2910 
Treasurerééééééééééééééééééééé. Bob Kleinberger............................................845-624-1410 
Financial Secretaryéééééééééééééééé...Fran Mintzer-Dolberéééééééééé..201-307-8776 

Recording Secretaryéééééééééééééééé Hara Hartman........................................845-634-6093 

Corresponding SecretaryééééééééééééééMarc Levineéééééééééééé........845-398-3645 
 
Book of Life Donationsééééééééééééééé Renee Priceééééééééééééé.....845-634-7244 
Book of Remembranceééééééééééééééé Helen Atlaséééééééééééééé..845-359-4030 
Bulletin Editorééééééééééééééééééé Judy Cohenéééééééééééééé.845-359-5923 
Calendarééééééééééééééééééééé.. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Catering/Kiddushiméééééééééééééééé. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Cemetery Co-Chairéééééééééééééééé.. Abe Barbashéééééééééé.ééé. 845-735-7226 
Cemetery Co-Chairéééééééééééééééé... Arthur Sandersééééééééééé.é..845-638-0473 
Facility Chairééééééééééééééééééé.. Eli Josephséééééééééééééé.845-365-1563 
Associate Facility Chairéééééééééééééé.. Dave Kalanéééééééééééééé.. 845-359-6314 
Food Pantry Co-Chairééééééééééééééé.. Cedine Issmanééééééééééééé845-359-5207 
Food Pantry Co-Chairééééééééééééééé.. Susan Kleinéééééééééééééé 845-354-3653 
Insuranceééééééééééééééééééééé.Abe Barbashééééééééééééé.. 845-735-7226 
Israeli Affairsééééééééééééééééééé.. Jeffry Horowitzéééééééééééé.. 845-353-8996 
Israeli Affairsééééééééééééééééééé.. Allen Levinsonéééééééééééé.. 201-934-9254 
Legal Co-ChairéééééééééééééééééééArthur Sanderséééééééééééé. 845-638-0473 
Legal Co ChairéééééééééééééééééééIrwin Portnoyééééééééééééé..845-562-1028 
Membership Recruitment Co-Chairééééééééé. Esther Berkowitzéééééééééééé845-365-0060 
Membership Recruitment Co-Chairééééééééé. Evelyn Winikofféééééééééééé. 845-358-2564 
Men's Club Presidentééééééééééééééé.. Bart Bookmanééééééééééééé 845-942-2736 
OJC Directoryééééééééééééééééééé.Janet Milleréééééééééééééé. 845-359-7647 
OJC Directoryééééééééééééééééééé.Andrea Sherman..ééééééééééé..845-634-2256 
Publicity/Advertising......................................................................................................................................................... 
Ritual Chairéééééééééééééééééééé. Ken Lefféééééééééééééééé845-353-8668 
Ritual Committee/ Bar/Bat Mitzvah Aliyah Listsééé.. Lloyd Fishmanééééééééééééé201-476-9668 
School Board Co-PresidentéééééééééééééHara Hartmanééééééééééééé..845-634-6093 
School Board Co-President.éé.éééééééééé..Sharon Aachéééééééééééé.é..201-476-1050 
Sisterhood Co-Presidentéééééééééééééé.Cindy Levineééééééééééééé.. 845-398-3645 
Sisterhood Co-Presidentéééééééééééééé.Cedine Issmanéééééééééééé.. 845-359-5207 
Sisterhood Gift ShopééééééééééééééééFrieda Seidnerééééééééééééé 845-359-6366 
Social Action/Good & WelfareééééééééééééMadeline Roimisheréééééééééé. 845-359-4846 
Special DuesééééééééééééééééééééFaye Dinowitzééééééééééééé 845-353-1934 
Web Site ï www.TheOJC.org:éééééééééééé.Marc Levineéééééééééééééé845-398-3645 
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Itôs always hard for me to write an article 4 to 6 weeks in advance of publication. The difficulty 

for me is to pretend that events are taking place so far in advance. For instance, I am writing this 

article on New Yearôs Day in a hotel lobby while my family is on the ski slopes. It sounds so 

thrilling but it really isnôt. Weôre at a hotel in the Catskills where the slopes are all of 200 yards 

long  and  not  very  steep.  And  donôt  feel  sorry  for me because I donôt like to ski, I canôt 

stand the cold, and I am sure that my kids are having a much better time without me there  to  

drag them down.  I tell you about my surroundings  

because it is normally difficult for me to create the mood of the future bulletin month so far in advance. The 

good thing about todayôs weather is that it is very typical for a day in February: sunny but windy and very cold. 

The only thing Iôm missing is the warmth of a fireplace and a large mug of hot chocolate with whipped cream. 

Maybe later, but for now, I must work on a presentation of meaningful information that will keep you interested 

and wanting more. 
 

We are about to begin work on a new issue of the OJC Directory that was first released in 2006. This was a very 

successful fundraiser for us and I am sure that the new release will be just as successful. The Directory is a very 

useful tool for our congregation. I know that the current edition is used quite frequently in our household and I 

am sure many of you use it as well. An information request is being delivered to you (see pp. 18ï19 of this 

Shaliach) and I ask that each of you respond to it as quickly as possible. We want to make sure that your contact 

information is correct and in addition, we want to collect your e-mail addresses. As part of the Going Green 

initiative, we would like to reduce the number of mailings that we send to you each month. We could send 

fewer flyers but the solution isnôt that simple. We are a very busy shul with many exciting and informative 

programs that we want you to take advantage of. We recognize that we can save paper and money by replacing 

at least some of our snail mailings with e-mailings but we need your information.  

 

If you would like receive OJC information via e-mail, please sign up by going to our website at 

www.theojc.org.  There you will find a link on the home page to sign up for our weekly newsletter.  Enter your 

e-mail address in the space provided and you will join over 500 individual e-mail addresses on this fast growing 

list. As we expand the Going Green Initiative we would like to know if you would like to receive other OJC 

information either in full or in part via e-mail, please check out page 20 of this Shaliach carefully. There you 

will find a detailed information request. Please, please respond! 
 

Our weekly Shabbat morning Kiddush is another area where we need your help. In October, we honored Henry 

Rosen for the more than 40 years of dedicated service that he has provided to the OJC, which included making 

sure that we were fed every Saturday. In his address to the congregation on the morning of his honoring, Henry 

spoke about one of his pet peeves. He told us that the one thing he canôt stand to see is an unsponsored Shabbat 

Kiddush. I must say that I agree with Henry. With the help of the Catering Committee we have revamped the 

sponsorship process to include a full sponsorship at $1,000 or a co-sponsorship at $500. In addition, for $180, 

you can be a contributor to the Kiddush. We have now made it easier for you to celebrate a wedding 

anniversary, birthday, aufruf, baby naming, graduation or any other personal or family event with your OJC 

family. We would love to celebrate with you. All you have to do is let Krista Bohn, our office administrator, 

know that you would like to share your day with us and she will be happy to help you with the arrangements. 

 
 

BôShalom, and keep smiling! 

Glenn Hirsh  
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From Ritual: Happy New Year 
 

Well, itôs time to write another ritual column, and all my calendar shows for this month is Tu 

BôShevat. How do I stretch that into a whole page? I start by searching the vast knowledge I carry 

around in my head. That doesnôt get me too far. My knowledge of Tu BôShevat is basically from 

Hebrew School. I remember that Tu BôShevat is the ñNew Year of the Trees,ò and that we always 

ate strange-looking fruit on that holiday.   

 

So for you, dear readers, I decided to research what that phrase ñNew Year of the Treesò means. After all, on February 

9th, which corresponds to the 15th of Shevat this year, the trees of New York/New Jersey are anything but renewed. In 

fact, they are just about at their bleakest, ready for the wintry weather of this month. Aha! But in Judaism we donôt check 

the weather in New Yorkðwe look at the weather in Israel. In Israel, Shevat is the month in which trees start to bloom, 

having soaked in the rains of the months before.  

 

So why start a new year in the middle of a month? Tu is the reading of the Hebrew letters signifying the number 15. 

Would it surprise you to learn that the choice of date came only after a dispute between the School of Shammai and the 

School of Hillel? According to the Jerusalem Talmud (Rosh Hashanah 1:2), the significance of the New Year for trees is 

that until then all trees live on the water of the previous year. Shammai said that therefore the New Year for trees should 

be four months after Rosh Hashanah, or on the first day of Shevat, the effect of the New Yearôs water occurring four 

months after the start of the new calendar year. 

 

Hillel, however, relies on the logic that the Mishnah (Rosh Hashanah 16a) states that on the festival of Sukkot (celebrated 

on the 15th of Tishrei) the world is judged in regard to water. Thus, God makes the actual decision on the yearôs water 

supply on the fifteenth of Tishrei. Therefore, says Hillel, four months following this judgment the trees start living from 

the new waters. Guess who won the argument?  

 

Anyway, why should these two great scholars waste their time debating over whether to declare the 1st of Shevat as the 

New Year of the trees, or that the event occurs on the 15thðTuðof Shevat? For the answer to this question, we must 

look to the practices of the Torah and our ancestors in the days of the Temple. When the Holy Temple stood in Jerusalem, 

the fruit of the land was to be tithed. On years one, two, four and five of a seven-year agricultural cycle, farmers were 

required to separate a tenth of their produce and eat it in Jerusalem. On the third and sixth years of the cycle, they gave 

this tithe to the poor, who were permitted to consume it wherever they wished. It was therefore of vital importance to 

ascertain when the New Year for produce started. Our rabbis established that a fruit that blossomed before the 15th of 

Shevat is produce of the previous year. If it blossomed afterwards, it is produce of the New Year.  

 

So why pay attention to this holiday in 2009? We have no more Temple, no tithing, and we live in the U.S., not Israel. 

Besides, Tu BôShevat is not a biblical holiday; it arose after the writing of the Torah. The reason for the festive mood is 

that Tu B'Shevat concentrates our thoughts on praising the Land of Israel. Traditionally on this day, the strength of the soil 

of Eretz Yisrael is renewed and it begins to yield its produce and demonstrate its inherent goodness. After all, the Torah 

praises the land with reference to the fruits of the trees and the produce of the soil. Devarim describes the Promised Land 

as ña land of wheat and barley, of vines, figs and pomegranates, a land of olives and honey.ò 

So in 2009 we observe the holiday of Tu BôShevat by eating fruit, particularly fruit grown in Israel, and 

particularly the fruit referenced in Deuteronomy: grapes, figs, pomegranates, olives, and dates (the rabbis 

decided the reference to honey is actually a reference to dates). So why did my Hebrew School also serve St. 

Johnôs Bread? To be continued . . . I must leave something for next yearôs Tu BôShevat article. Anyway, enjoy 

your Tu BôShevat.  Eat some Israeli fruit, and remember that Spring is just around the corner. 

 

 

Ken Leff , Ritual Chair 
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The OJC Religious School is a kehilla kedosha, a holy community, and discussions about    

God are integral to our learning. I truly marvel at each childôs budding religious awakening 

and welcome the wonderful questions from our inquisitive students. Recently, I was asked, 

Are we supposed to write G-d or God? Why is yud hei vav hei pronounced Adonai? Do we 

say Adonai or  HaShem?  When I was a child in school, we were told to write G-d,  not God, 

because we might show disrespect to God if the paper was torn up or thrown out. It really didnôt make sense. 

How were we showing disrespect when we werenôt writing Godôs name at all, just an English word given to 

represent a name?  

We donôt know how Godôs name, written as yud hei vav hei, was originally pronounced because it was 

so holy that our ancestors were not allowed to say it, except for the High Priest on Yom Kippur. Instead of 

saying this unknown name, our ancestors said Adonai. Over the centuries, Godôs entire name was written only 

in the Bible and prayer books. In other books, the abbreviation of two yuds and vowels beneath them were and 

are still used, and read as Adonai. Some Jewish people still wonôt use Adonai in everyday speech, but instead 

will only say ñHaShem,ò the Name. Many names have been used to describe God: Elohim, Tzôvaot, Shaddai, 

Ruler, Parent, Eternal, Judge, Creator, Guardian of Israel, the Compassionate One, the Blessed One, our 

Rescuer and so many others. 

But, at the OJC Religious School, it is not how we write or say Godôs name, it is how we feel about God 

that is truly important. God is just an English word given to our ultimate Power. From our littlest children in our 

Nursery School to our teens in Naôaseh, our children think positively of God, express their own personal beliefs 

about God, and discuss what it means to be bôtzelem Elohim, created in Godôs image. Our students honor God, 

learn how to live by Godôs commandments, and perform mitzvot (good deeds) as God has asked us to do. Our 

kehilla kedosha uses words and prayers to acknowledge God, but we also use actions and ritualsðthatôs what 

makes the OJC so special.   

To conclude, here is some information about our school happenings during this short month of February. 

Our students will learn all about Tu BôShevat, Jewish Arbor Day, and will participate in enjoyable learning 

experiences in celebration of this ñEarth Dayò holiday. On February 6th, our fourth grade classes will lead erev 

Shabbat Services and their families will join together for a special Shabbat dinner. Our third graders invite their 

families to Junior Congregation, when their classes will lead prayers during the Shabbat morning service on 

February 7
th
. Mark your calendars to have a fun evening out with other members of the OJC community, 

featuring illusionist and mentalist David Levitan, and a special comic introduction by our very own Menôs Club.  

Parents are invited to join us on February 10
th
, when our fifth grade classes will have their mock wedding as 

part of their Life Cycle curriculum. On February 12
th
, our faculty will participate in a professional development 

seminar, ñHow to Immerse Everyday Hebrew into our Classrooms.ò This seminar for our teachers is funded by 

an educational grant we were awarded by the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism. School is closed 

from February 16
th
 through February 20

th
 and reopens on February 23. Our students continue to enjoy monthly 

music with Moreh Michael and Morah Mara and they look forward to our Rosh Chodesh ritual; this month on 

February 24
th
, we will welcome Adar!    

Have a wonderful winter break!                                                                                             

 Bô Shalom,   

Sandy Borowsky  
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THE ORANGETOWN JEWISH CENTER 

NURSERY SCHOOL 
 

 
 

is now registering for 2009  
 

Fun, Creative, Developmental Secular and Jewish Curriculum 
Literacy, Art, Music, Science, Math, Shabbat, Holidays and moreé 

The personal attention each child deserves!  
Create, Explore, Discov er, and Experience  

Build Self -Esteem and Make New Friends  
 

Loving and Nurturing Staff ð Great Student/Teacher Ratio  

Affordable Tuition/ Flexible Schedules/ Extended Days  
Member Discount/ Free Memberships for New Enrollees  

New Playground/ Summer Kiddie Kamp  
 

TERRIFIC TWOS - 2 AND 3 DAY A WEEK OPTIONS 

THRILLING THREES  - 3 DAYS A WEEK, EXTENDED DAYS AVAILABLE  

FABULOUS FOURS- 5 DAYS A WEEK, EXTENDED DAYS AVAILABLE  

AFTERNOON ENRICHMENT- MONDAY --FRIDAY NOON to 2PM  

Cooking, Messy Play, Science Experiments, Jewish Culture Club 

BABY Nô ME ï WEDNESDAYS- 11 - 12AM- for ages 12 - 24 months 
 

KIDDIE KAMP - July 6th- August 10th  for 2, 3, and 4 year olds- Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays 

Kiddie Pools and Fun themes- Summer Treats, Bugs and Critters, Silly Animals, 

Oceans of Fun, Silly Hat Day, Stuffed Animal Show, lots more fun! 

PLEASE JOIN US AT OUR OPEN HOUSES:  
Welcome Shabbat with our Nursery School Community  

on February 27th or March 13th  
11am -noon: songs, snack, and fun  

Stay and Play on February 25th and March 25 th  
10am -11 am  

 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME! TELL YOUR FRIENDS!  

JOIN US FOR A FREE CLASS AND TOUR OF OUR SCHOOL!  
 

Please call Sandra Borowsky, MS.Ed, Educational Director, at  

(845) 398 -3982, ext. 110 to RSVP, register, or for more information.  

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT www.theojc. org 
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OJCõS ONGOING LEARNING AT A GLANCE 

February 2009 
 

Torah nõ Treats 
Wednesdays, 12:00 p.m. ð 1:30 p.m., February 4 and 25 

Studies in the Book of Prophets with Rabbi Scheff 
 

 

Talmud Bõkiut 
Wednesday, February 4, 11 and 18 at 7:30 p.m. 

Join Rabbi Scheff and Rabbi Drill for Hevruta (partnered learning) 
and Shiur (class lesson) as we make our way through 
the Babylonian Talmudõs tractate of Berakhot (Blessings)  

 

 

Text and Context 
Thursdays: 10 a.m. ð 11 a.m., February 5, 12, 19 and 26 

Parashat hashavua (the weekly Torah portion) with Rabbi Scheff 
 

 

Iyyun Tefillah 
Saturday, February 7 at 8:45 a.m. 

An in-depth exploration of the Shabbat liturgy with Rabbi Drill 
 
 

Toward a Purposeful Jewish Life 
Monday, February 9, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Jewish Ethics with Rabbi Drill: 
òMiddot and Mussar: A Kabbalistic Tu BõShevat Seder!ó 

 

 

Theodicy ð The Study of God and Evil 
Monday, February 16 at 7:30 p.m. 

Join Rabbi Drill for a year of exploring the question of why bad things happen 
 

 

Friday Night Lecture Series 
Friday, February 20 during 7:00 p.m. Shabbat service 

Dr. Marty Cohenõs topic: òKing David and Recent Archaeological Findsó 
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Every Shabbat is special and brings family and friends together. On January 16
th
 and 17

th
 we celebrated Shabbat together. 

Our Sisterhood Shabbat was once again filled with a true sense of prayer, peace and community. We would like to thank 

all of our sisters and their families for an amazing event and a memorable Shabbat. The Service always inspires women of 

all educational backgrounds to stretch themselves to learn something new. Itôs exciting to watch and be a part of! 
 

This event was made possible by many members whose dedication to Sisterhood is outstanding. We would like to thank 

the following women for their extra-special efforts: 

Carol Baker, Barbara Brumer, Faye Dinowitz, Adele Garber, and Carmel Rosenthal for the Friday night dinner 

Rosina Hirsh for running a wonderful Friday night and Shabbat service program  

Barbara Rosen for running the Shabbat Kiddush  

Rhonda Plawner for arranging for our wonderful Scholar-in-Residence Merle Feld 

And of course of we canôt forget Rabbi Drill and Rabbi Scheff for their inspiration, vision, spiritual leadership 

and guidance.  
 

Our Sisterhood women work so well together. Looking around the room during Shabbat dinner with our Sisterhood 

families or gazing out into the congregation as we stood on the bima and saw so many facesðnew and familiar, young 

and old, learning and growing togetherðwhat an incredible sight. 
 

An event like this reminds us of the beautiful Tikkun Olam art piece created this past Mitzvah Day. Many parts were 

worked on separately and then at the end were brought together to reveal a beautiful work of art to be cherished and 

admired for ages. 
 

And thereôs so much more! Join us on February 8
th
 for a Russian cooking demonstration with our own Dina Yucht as we 

increase our recipe files. We will also have Mishloach Manot basket delivery just in time for Purim, so check your email 

and mailing for more information. 

 
Annually the OJC Sisterhood provides scholarship money for high school students participating in an organized first 

time trip to Israel. Submission deadline is March 31. To find out more about this exciting scholarship program, see 

page 15 of this Shaliach or contact Adele Garber at (845) 358-9121 or ahg19@optonline.net 
 

Be sure to stop by the community video galleryð

http://www.the ojc.org/communityatlarge.htm. Come 

visit and relive many of these magical OJC and 

Sisterhood moments. 
 

For more details on these and all of our events, please 

remember to check your mailings, the weekly 

newsletter: ñThis Week @ the OJC,ò and the OJC 

website: http:www.theojc.org. Please support our 

programs, gift shop, and fundraisers. We are here for 

you and the entire OJC community. Make the OJC 

Sisterhood your Sisterhood! 
 

Cindy &  Cedine 

Where youôll always find a friendly face! 
 

 

 
 

 



 9 

Menôs Club: Supporting Our Synagogue 
 

Most Menôs Club events do not have a cost attached to them. They are run for the benefit 
of the congregation from our Menôs Club dues. However, sometimes we need to raise 

money to support these activities. Two of the free events that were held since the last 

newsletter are described below. 

 

On Sunday, December 14, 2008, the OJC Menôs Club held the first in a series of 

discussions from the  ñHearing Menôs Voicesò  series.  This is  a  program developed by the     

Federation of Jewish Menôs Clubs. The session was attended by 16 men and focused on how work and worth 

impact our relationships. The lively discussion was led by Hal Marcus, who is an officer in the Hudson Valley 

Region of the F JMC. Future sessions and topics will be announced. 

 

Upcoming Events:  

On February 7, at 7:30 PM, the Menôs Club is helping the Religious School raise money by presenting a set of 

comedy skits and song parodies as the opening act for David Levitan, illusionist and mentalist. The skits and 

song parodies are written by our own Jay Rifkin and will feature our rabbis and the OJC Barbershop Quartet.   

We urge you to  be entertained and amused while helping the Religious School. 

 

Saturday night, February 14, at 7:30 PM is our first Adult Night Out. This is an evening of dancing and singing 

songs we know the words to from the ô50s to the ô80s. The cost is $18 in advance, $20 at the door. The monies 

will go toward the Bruce Cowen Scholarship Fund and also toward erecting a new sukkah. So bring your date, 

put on your dancing shoes and warm up your singing voices. Prizes for the best karaoke singers will be 

awarded. 

 

Those of you who have been members for more than a year know how labor intensive it is to put up the sukkah. 

Coming up with a new design that calls for less manpower has a large cost attached. Similarly, the Bruce 

Cowen Scholarship needs additional funding to maintain the program. We also hope to add a second 

scholarship. Our commitment to making these things happen is dependent on your participation in the above 

and other events. 

 

Finally, there are two other fundraising events of note to mention here. One is the Yellow Candle Program 

designed to help us remember the victims of the Holocaust. We will place a special yellow candle in each home 

just before Yom Hashoah. The other will be a special Sunday morning guest speaker who is well known in the 

New York area.  More to come on each of these events.   
 

 

Sincerely, 

                          Bart Bookman,  Menôs Club President 
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Tanakh Thoughts                     by Marty Cohen 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Weôve spent the whole year so far investigating the personalities of the main players of the Purim story. All but 
one, that is. Weôve yet to talk about God. 

 

You would think that any book in the Bible would have lots in it about God. Isnôt that the main function of the 

Bible in the first place? And yet, God seems to be entirely absent from the Scroll of Esther. God never speaks 

throughout the whole story. None of the Jews pray to God or even mention God for that matter. This is a 

situation that warrants further investigation. 

 

Esther was composed and disseminated rather late with respect to the other books of the Bible. It surfaced 

during the Hasmonean era (i.e., the Maccabees and their descendents) and played to an audience that was very 

Hellenistic in many ways and yet one that retained its ancient faith. These people did not abandon their ancient 

religion and yet they were by no means fundamentalists or fanatics. Like the Maccabees, they trusted in God but 

also relied upon their own actions and power. Their attitude in combating the armies of Antiochus and other 

foreigners who attempted to subdue them was like that of the very popular World War II song ñPraise the Lord 

and Pass the Ammunition.ò So while maintaining their faith and religion, they believed it was by their actions, 

and not by a miracle like the parting of the Red Sea, that they would save themselves. 

 

So as they looked back to the days of the Persian Empire, when Haman and the King were persecuting them for 

having their own customs and practices, they believed the solution to persecution was not waiting for God to 

smite their enemies, but to solve the problem themselves. Therefore, Haman is dealt with via a brilliant strategy 

devised by Queen Esther, and in the final chapters the Jews of the Persian Empire defend themselves against 

their enemies and end up triumphant. Clearly this is a message for the Jews of Hellenistic times to do likewise. 

 

And yet, God is present in the story after all. When Mordechai tells Esther to intercede with the King after the 

notice of the destruction of the Jews had been given, he says: 

 

If you keep silent in this crisis, relief and deliverance will come to the Jews 

            from another quarter, while you and your fatherôs household will perish.  

            And who knows, perhaps you have attained your royal position for just such a crisis. 

 

Although Mordechai avoids a direct reference to God, he is confident that Esther was predestined for her role 

(by who else but God?) and that salvation will arise with or without her (also from who else but God?)  

Mordechai is expressing confidence in God but is not neglecting the importance of self-help. Praise the Lord 

and pass the ammunition, indeed. This is definitely a Hasmonean philosophy, one that historically preserved 

Jewish independence against all odds for one hundred years.  

 

In addition, there are just too many coincidences in the story for the events in the Scroll of Esther to unfold the 

way they do without Godôs presence. One example is Hamanôs happening to arrive at Court just in time for the 

King to ask him how a man that the King wishes to honor should be treated. (Haman thinks, of course, that the 

man is himself.) If you read the book, just looking for the many coincidences, you will get a strong sense that 

the events are being guided (and yet, once again, by who else but God?). 
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From the Editor: 
 

Differences in temperature preferences have probably broken up more marriages than money problems, 

infidelity, and incompatibility combined. (At least, thatôs what my formerly married correspondents from the 

North Pole and Florida tell me.) Marty and I are probably not too far from facing this situation as he wears three 

sweaters, a vest, a parka, a woolen scarf, and double-thick glovesðand thatôs just to take out the garbage on a 

spring evening. I, on the other hand, trip lightly through the snow in sandals, tee shirt, and shorts, whistling 

ñWinter Wonderlandò while toppling snowmen in my wake.  
 

You might think this is a problem confined to people living together in one house, but noðlike a virus, itôs 

spread to the community and nowhere is it more apparent than at OJC, whatever the season. Take winter, for 

example.  
 

Many of us are sitting peacefully in the sanctuary on a Shabbat morning in February. Weôre wearing the latest 

fur-lined boots, long skirts, and blouses buttoned up to the neck. And thatôs just the men. No, seriously, folksð

weôre appropriately clad for the season when suddenly a ripple goes through the crowd. Itôs not the delicious 

shiver that pervades the room when Cantor Yucht hits a particularly magnificent high note, nor is it the well-

crafted punch line of Rabbi Scheff or Rabbi Drillôs sermon. Itôs not even a ripple, actually. Itôs a blast OF 
COLD AIR. We glance at each other, questions furrowing our brows and minds. Am I imagining it? Is it my 

spirit thatôs turning glacial, and not my body? Have I not been coming to shul enough? Is this a cold, cold 

message from God? 
 

None of the above. Someone has turned on the air conditioning because itôs 60 degrees in the sanctuary and the 

goal is to get it down to 55. At least that was the reasoning back in July and someone has forgotten to flip a few 

pages on the calendar to make the temperature fit for Feb. 

Then thereôs the summer. In our Shabbat summer wear, we again find ourselves in the sanctuary, hoping for 

some respite from the 99-degree temperature outside. It begins well. As weôre settling comfortably in our seats, 

we start to feel cool. Then a tad cooler. Then cold. Then FROZEN SOLID. Huddling together under our 

collective tallitot, we shiver, not with delight but with the bone-chilling frostbitten feeling that Arctic climbers 

know so well. Checking our handy-dandy pocket calendars, we remind ourselves that this is July and not 

February, though for a few minutes we werenôt really sure. Having learned to push the calendar ahead, our 

community-minded temperature changer has noted that July calls for that same 55-degree temperature that was 

so popular in February.  
 

I could go on to describe those days in springtime when the temperature outside is a lovely 65 and the sanctuary 

is 98.6. Or the autumn days when the heat and the air war with each other for dominance, sometimes rapidly 

reaching 110 in the shade and just as quickly plummeting to 25, sorta like the Stock Market. I think you get the 

picture. 
 

So whatôs the solution? Many ideas have been put forth, such as just shutting the damn thing off when it gets 

out of control, although thatôs a pretty radical suggestion that may require at least a dozen Board of Trustee 

meetings. Iôve seen hundreds of people scurrying up to the bimah to tell the president that itôs too cold in there. 

As he shivers in his Shabbat shoes, it becomes apparent to the observant that heôs already figured it out for 

himself. We could have a rack full of sweaters in the hallway, like the tallit rack, and people could grab one on 

the way into the sanctuary. By the same token, we could have a rack of bikini bathing suits and trunks for those 

days when the beach calls but youôre still in shul. And in line with our Greening process, we wouldnôt dirty up 

the environment one bit. Any other suggestions are most welcome. Just donôt mess with the thermostat. That job 

is taken and we wouldnôt want to antagonize the one with the power. Or the One with the Power. . . . 
 

Judy Cohen 
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(Rabbiôs message, continued from p. 1) 

In our synagogue, so many children have this seamless stuff down pat. They are Jewish in their shul, at 

home, on the ball field and playing in the orchestra. We can learn from them! In a recent conversation with a 

parent in our community, she told me the following story:   

ñWhen I was growing up, óJewishô was something I did on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sundays. My parents 

dropped me off, I tolerated the teachers and then I went on with the rest of my life. It was the órest ofô that 

felt like my real life. I am so glad that my daughters ódo Jewishô all the time. They feel connected to the shul, 

to their teachers, to prayer, to their rabbis and cantor. Judaism is in their pocket all the time.ò  

So now you know the what and the how. I am certain you are wondering why. Life is not often simple and 

does not always make sense. Life can be chaotic and challenging and cruel. Life can also be glorious and 

joyful. Judaism provides a way to understand it all: the good and the bad. Judaism gives us a rhythm and a 

purpose. If doing Jewish is a once-in-a-while kind of thing, there wonôt be much to grab onto when you 

reach for it. But if you strive to live a seamless Judaism, youôll never come out empty handed. Judaism will 

be right there, in your pocket all the time. 

Seamlessly yours,  

Rabbi Paula Mack Drill 
 

 

A ñKodak Mitzvah Momentò 

This past Christmas day we had our first evening of Helping Hands. As this was a holiday for our guests we 

planned a special dinner, holiday music, and also had gifts wrapped for them. Our young people spent two 

hours under the watchful eye of a few enthusiastic adults, wrapping and decorating with cards and ribbon all of 

the shirts that had been generously donated by our fellow congregants. We were told to expect only men, so the 

gifts were primarily menôs regular and flannel shirts. Luckily, there were also a few hats, gloves, a scarf and 

some hair conditioner. These were packed separately in smaller packages by the kids. 
 

Our 30 or so volunteers for this night worked diligently over two days to have everything ready: food, gifts and 

decorations on the walls as well. And now our guests arrived. And lo and behold there was one woman. We 

scrambled to make sure we had a secure place for her to sleep. It was obvious she was new to Helping Hands, 

and seemed a bit lost. We got her settled, welcoming her into the Simcha room for dinner. One of our young 

servers brought over a warm bowl of soup. She started to relax. We (the kids actually) began distributing the 

gifts, which we had marked by size. It was obvious to all that we had prepared well for the men. Our ever-

thoughtful young ladies realized immediately that there was a situation here to be tackled. As they were also 

involved in the gift packing, they knew which packages were not shirts. They quickly grabbed those packages 

and walked over to our female guest and handed over the packages with smiles on their faces. The surprise on 

our guestôs face was incredibleðfirst a huge smile, and then almost tears of joy. She was so touched by the 

faces of our young people, and the fact that we did in fact have something for her on this holiday. She opened 

her gifts (hat, scarf and hair conditioner) with a joy that radiated.  
 

Helping Hands is a beautiful way to teach our kids (and ourselves) the mitzvah of giving to others less fortunate 

than we are. May we continue this mitzvah until thereôs no longer any need for it. 

Elinor Singerman
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The OJC sisterhood provides scholarship money annually for high school students 
participating in an organized first time trip to Israel. 
 
Who qualifies?  Children of OJC members 
What trips apply?  Supervised trips to Israel 
How to apply?  Write a letter to the Sisterhood Board describing the program you will be attending and 
explaining why you are choosing this particular trip. 
 
Submission deadline: March 31, 2009 
 
Please send letter to OJC Sisterhood Board / 8 Independence Ave. / Orangeburg, NY, 10962. 
Attention: Adele Garber. Questions? Contact Adele at (845) 358-9192 or Ahg19@optonline.net  

                   
 

 SAVE THE DATE!!!  

  SATURDAY FEBRUARY 14, 2009 
         7:30 PM  

The OJC Menôs Club Presents an 

ADULT NIGHT OUT -  DJ AND K ARAOKE NIGHT 

DANCE TO SONGS YOU REMEMBER 

SING TO SONGS YOU KNOW THE WORDS TO 

Bring Your Date and Your Friends  (Open to Everybody)  

Prizes for the Best Singers  

 

COST: $18 IN ADVANCE   $20 AT THE DOOR 
We provide the soda, chips, dips, coffee and cake  

BYOKA (Bring Your own Kosher Alcohol)  

Put on Your Dancing Shoes -  Warm Up Your Voices  

Make checks payable to the OJC Menôs Club 

For details contact: Bart Bookman 

845-942-2736 or namkoob42@msn.com 
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OJC Community            We Need Y ou!  

 

OJC will be hosting the USY Spring Kinnus March 27 -29, 2009. Spring Kinnus 

is a weekend -long event where 8
th

-12
th

 graders will be engaging in social, 

educational, cultural, and religious activities right here at the OJC.    

 

Part of the fun of hosting  the USY Koach Divisional Spring Kinnus is that we 

get to house the teens for the weekend. The approximately 170 8
th

-12
th

 

graders will take nightly naps and we will have the opportunity to provide 

homes for the participants Friday and Saturday night. We ne ed families to 

volunteer their time and homes to make this program a success. Thank you 

in advance!  

 

If you are able to help with committees involving food preparation, table 

decorations or just want to volunteer during part or all of the weekendõs 

festivi ties, please contact Sharon Rappaport immediately at 

sharonrap2@aol.com and/or fill out a volunteer form available on line at 

theojc.org.  

 

Become a host family even if you do not have children participating in the 

weekendõs activities.   NaõasehééJust Do It!  
 
 
 

Note: There is no co-ed housing. 
Boys will only be allowed to house boys and girls will only be allowed to house girls. 

 

Tentative Schedule for Host Families  
Additional details will be mailed to our host families by the first week of March.  
 

Friday, March 27  

3:00 p.m.   Pick up your guestsô luggage from OJC 
10:30 p.m.   Pick up your guests from OJC or meet them to walk them home  

 
Saturday, March 28  

By 8:45 a.m.  Feed your guests a light breakfast  
9:30 a.m.   All USYers must arrive at OJC by car or by walk ing them here  

12:30 a.m.   Pick up your guests and good night!  
 

Sunday, March 29  
9:00 a.m.   Bring your guests and their luggage to OJC and thank you for your help!  

11:30 a.m.   Pick up your own child from OJC if you have one attending Kinnus  
 

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Sharon Rappaport at (845) 623-2990 or at 
sharonrap2@aol.com. With your help, this can be one of the most meaningful experiences for our 
USYers this year. 
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NAôASEHééé....................JUST DO IT!! 
 
 

Do not miss this incredible weekend filled with 150 other teens from our division. Perhaps you went to 

Encampment or the METNY Dance. Perhaps you went to a sleep-away camp and remember that awesome 

feeling of being away from home but surrounded by friends. Perhaps you love the comfort and spirituality of 

Shabbat and the unbelievable ruach of singing zômirot. Perhaps you cannot quite identify with any of the 

reflections just referenced, but want to try a new, very social Jewish experience. 
 

Please join Jewish teens from Rockland and Westchester and Greenwich, CT, as we eat and sing, and eat and 

pray, and eat and learn, and eat and sleep during this magnificent, inspirational weekend you wonôt forget. 

 

Spring Kinnus ô09 Housing Form 
 

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO THE OJC OFFICE NO LATER THAN FEB. 27th. THANK YOU! 
 

 
Familyôs Last Name ________________________________     USYerôs First Name ____________________ 
 
Parentsô Names 
_____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Phone Number _ ___________________________ Emergency Phone Number _______________________  
 
Do you live within walking distance (less than 1 mile) of OJC? (circle one)  Yes No 
 

Approximately how many miles from OJC is your home? ________ miles  
 
You will house (circle one):  Boys  Girls  
 

How many USYers can you house? ________ How many beds can you provide (for staff attending)? ______  
USYers will be bringing sleeping bags and can sleep on the floor, etc. 
 
Do you have ANY pets? (circle one)  Yes No      
 
What kinds of pets do y ou have? ___________________________________________________________  
 
You may name up to five out -of -town USYers whom you would like to house. Otherwise we will place USYers in 
your home:  
 

       NAME        CHAPTER 
 
1) _______________________________________ ___________________________________________  

   

2) __________________________________________________________________________________  

 

3) __________________________________________________________________________________  

 

4) _________________________________________ _________________________________________  

 

5) _______________________________________________________________________________  

Contact Youth Director, Sharon Rappaport with questions @ sharonrap2@aol.com OR (845) 623 -2990.  

You can get the KOACH SPRING KINNUS a pplications on line 

www.uscj.org/metny/koach/applications  

 

 
нллфҍнлмм hW/ a9a.9w{ILt 5Lw9/¢hw¸ 
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To our OJC family, 

 

In January 2007 we published our first comprehensive membership directory, containing complete membership 

listings, detailed information on all facets of our synagogue, and, in short, everything you want or need to know 

about our synagogue community. We know how much our members appreciate this resource, based on the 

many positive comments weôve received over the past two years. 

 

It is now time to publish a new OJC Directory to be distributed in Spring 2009. The new directory will be 

contained in a small 3-ring binder so that updates can be easily inserted and old pages discarded. Every family 

will receive a copy of the OJC Directory at no charge. 

 

ALL OJC MEMBERS WILL BE LISTED IN THE DIRECTORY BY NAME , ADDRESS AND 

TELEPHONE NUMBER.  

  

Please complete and return the enclosed form by March 1, 2009 if any of the following apply: 

  

Ÿ you do not wish to be listed in the 2009ï2011 OJC Directory; 

Ÿ you wish to make additions, deletions, or other changes to your current listing; or 

Ÿ you have joined OJC since January 2008. 

  

Bôshalom, 

 

Janet Miller and Andrea Sherman, Directory Committee 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES FOR OJC DIRECTORY 

 
To ensure the success of our new 2009ī2011 OJC Directory, we need your help. Every OJC member family will receive a 
copy of the Directory AT NO CHARGE. To help defray the cost, we ask that you please consider becoming a Directory 
sponsor. (Business advertising opportunities will be forthcoming.) 
  
Please choose one of the sponsorship opportunities listed below. All sponsors will be acknowledged in the OJC Directory 
in the following categories:      
 

Ǐ Benefactor $250   Ǐ Patron $100     Ǐ Sponsor $ 54 Ǐ Friend $ 36   Ǐ Chai Donor $ 18 

 
Please check the category above and indicate below how you would like your name listed (e.g., Jane and John Doe; Jane 
and John Doe & Family).   
 

Name to be listed as follows:  _________________________________________________ 
 
Please return this completed form along with a check payable to the Orangetown Jewish Center by March 1, 2009 and 
mail to: Andrea Sherman, 9 Hallmark Drive, New City, NY 10956.  
 
Thank you for your support! 




