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__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

The Rabbis Jest: Lost in America  
 

The Hebrew month of Adar has arrived, and that can mean only one thing: Purim is approaching! Be 

happy! Have some fun! Donôt take yourself so seriously! Read this edition of the bulletin with a grain 

of salt, and be careful to distinguish the serious from the silly! 

 

Okay, so those were actually six things that accompany the arrival of Adar. Even so, in the spirit of Purim, I thought I 

would offer a few semi-serious lessons I learned on my recent car ride to and from Florida with my family in tow over 

winter break. As Judaism teaches us, itôs all about the journey, rather than the destination. Here are a few pointers I picked 

up about the journey from my recent experience: 

 

1. If you can read another carôs license plate at 75 mph, youôre probably invading someoneôs personal space a little 
too much. Maintaining boundaries and a little distance can be a safer way to share the road with another.  

2. Jesus is very popular in the states between Delaware and Florida. He gets almost as many billboards as fireworks 

do. One McDonaldôs sign on the road proclaimed ñôTis the season, Jesus is the reason!ò Bet youôd never see that 

one at a fast food joint in our neck of the woods. 

3. Chanukah doesnôt exist in most parts of our country (and apparently neither do Jews). At one rest stop, a cashier 
wished me a Merry Christmas and asked if my kids were looking forward to their gifts. I explained we had 

celebrated our holiday a couple of weeks earlier. She responded how impressed she was that we understood the 

true meaning of the holiday and the importance of family being together. Clearly, she had no consciousness of the 

existence of any other holiday; my kippah must have appeared as a funky beanie I wore to keep my bald(ing) spot 

warm. 

4. Sometimes reception is better than other times. Sometimes we need to change the stations to hear things 

differently. And sometimes, no matter how we struggle to hear a new song, all we get is Britney Spears. Better 

not leave the CD case home next time.  

5. GPS (Part I): Godôs Pluralistic Societyðthere are many ways to arrive at the same destination. Some take longer, 

some take shorter. But who are we to judge? 

6. GPS (Part II): God Protects Sinnersðwe make wrong turns, but there is always a voice (mine is female with an 

Australian accent) guiding us back to the correct path. 

7. GPS (Part III): Get Places Safelyðdonôt rely on any specific time for reaching your destination, just get there. 

Shaving minutes off your arrival time becomes too tempting when all you need to do is put your foot down a little 

harder, and delays that slow you down become all the more frustrating as your destination fades further into the 

distance. 

 

May the holiday of Purim bring us all light and levity, joy and jocularity, good health and good humor! 

 
Chag Purim sameach, 

 

Rabbi Craig Scheff  

Orangetown Jewish 

Center 

The Dr. Richard and Jana 

Adelson Campus 

Shaliach  
February 2010 

Shevat - Adar 5770  
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How to Reach Us 

 
Synagogue Officeééééééééééééééééé. Phone # 845-359-5920ééééééééé.. Fax # 845-398-1646 
  Office@theojc.org 
Administratorééééééééééééééééééé. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Bookkeeperéééééééééééééééééééé Helen Barnettééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 107 
Office Assistant/Donationsééééééééééééé Maureen Scolloééééééééééé......845-359-5920 ext. 108 
 
Rabbiééééééééééééééééééééééé Craig Schefféééééééééééééé 845-359-5920 ext. 3 
Associate Rabbiéééééééééééééééééé Paula Mack Drilléééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 8 
Cantor..................................................................................Noam Ohring.................................................845-359-5920 ext. 105 
School/Educational Directoréééééééééééé.. Sandra Borowskyééééééééééé..845-398-3982 ext. 110 
Youth Directorééééééééééééééééééé Sharon Rappaportééééééééééé845-623-2990 
 
Presidentééééééééééééééééééééé. Glenn Hirshéééééééééééé.......  845-365-3096 
1

st
 Vice Presidentééééééééééééééééé.. Kim Lori Sokolééééééééééééé845-398-2910 

Vice Presidentééééééééééééééééééé Jeffry Horowitz   éééééééééééé 845-353-8996 
Vice PresidentéééééééééééééééééééAmy Nelson..................................................  201-784-0968 
Treasurerééééééééééééééééééééé. Bob Kleinberger............................................ 845-624-1410 
Financial Secretaryéééééééééééééééé...Fran Mintzer-Dolberéééééééééé. .201-307-8776 

Recording Secretaryéééééééééééééééé Hara Hartman....................................... 845-634-6093 

Corresponding SecretaryééééééééééééééMarc Levineéééééééééééé........845-398-3645 
 
Book of Life Donationsééééééééééééééé Renee Priceééééééééééééé.....845-634-7244 
Book of Remembranceééééééééééééééé Helen Atlaséééééééééééééé..845-359-4030 
Bulletin Editorééééééééééééééééééé Judy Cohenéééééééééééééé.845-359-5923 
Calendarééééééééééééééééééééé.. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Catering/Kiddushiméééééééééééééééé. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Cemetery Co-Chairéééééééééééééééé.. Abe Barbashéééééééééé.ééé. 845-735-7226 
Cemetery Co-Chairéééééééééééééééé... Arthur Sandersééééééééééé.é..845-638-0473 
Facility Chairééééééééééééééééééé.. Eli Josephséééééééééééééé.845-365-1563 
Associate Facility Chairéééééééééééééé.. Dave Kalanéééééééééééééé.. 845-359-6314 
Food Pantry Co-Chairééééééééééééééé.. Cedine Issmanééééééééééééé845-359-5207 
Food Pantry Co-Chairééééééééééééééé.. Susan Kleinéééééééééééééé 845-354-3653 
Israeli Affairsééééééééééééééééééé.. Jeffry Horowitzéééééééééééé.. 845-353-8996 
Israeli Affairsééééééééééééééééééé.. Allen Levinsonéééééééééééé.. 201-934-9254 
Legal Co-ChairéééééééééééééééééééArthur Sanderséééééééééééé. 845-638-0473 
Legal Co ChairéééééééééééééééééééIrwin Portnoyééééééééééééé..845-562-1028 
Membership Recruitment Co-Chairééééééééé. Esther Berkowitzéééééééééééé845-517-4904 
Membership Recruitment Co-Chairééééééééé. Evelyn Winikofféééééééééééé. 845-358-2564 
Men's Club Presidentééééééééééééééé.. Bart Bookmanééééééééééééé 845-942-2736 
OJC Directoryééééééééééééééééééé.Janet Milleréééééééééééééé. 845-359-7647 
OJC Directoryééééééééééééééééééé.Andrea Sherman..ééééééééééé..845-634-2256 
Publicity/Advertising......................................................................................................................................................... 
Ritual Chairéééééééééééééééééééé. Ken Lefféééééééééééééééé845-353-8668 
Ritual Co-Chair...................................................................Jonathan Cohen............................................201-767-6001 
Ritual Committee/ Bar/Bat Aliyah Listsééééééé.. Lloyd Fishmanééééééééééééé201-476-9668 
School Board Co-PresidentéééééééééééééHara Hartmanééééééééééééé..845-634-6093 
School Board Co-President/éé.éééééééééé..Sharon Aachéééééééééééé.é..201-476-1050 
Sisterhood Co-Presidentéééééééééééééé.Cindy Levineééééééééééééé.. 845-398-3645 
Sisterhood Co-Presidentéééééééééééééé.Cedine Issmanéééééééééééé.. 845-359-5207 
Sisterhood Gift Shopééééééééééééééé. Frieda Seidnerééééééééééééé 845-359-6366 
Social Action/Good & WelfareééééééééééééMadeline Roimisheréééééééééé. 845-359-4846 
Special DuesééééééééééééééééééééFaye Dinowitzééééééééééééé 845-353-1934 
Web Site ï www.TheOJC.org:éééééééééééé.Marc Levineéééééééééééééé845-398-3645 
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This institution is a grant recipient of the Center for Jewish Education of the Jewish Federation of Rockland County. 
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 affiliated with the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism. 
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From the Presidentõs Pen 
 

Last month I wrote about how we should all be nicer to each other. I was thinking that OJC would be a 

much better place if we shared more love instead of harsh words. The other night I was lying in bed and 

doing what I usually do right before I go to sleep; I was thinking about OJC. What did you think I would 

be doing? I was reflecting on the impact my words had on you, the membership. I donôt know if you made New Yearôs 

resolutions to be nicer to each other or if we suddenly received that shipment of happy pills Iôve been praying for each 

Shabbat, but it seems to me that OJC has suddenly become the ecstatically happy-go-lucky place I envisioned just 4 short 

weeks ago. But I must tell you, the old saying ñbe careful what you wish forò could not be more apropos.   
 

For the last few weeks, Iôve had to stay away from OJC. Why, you ask? Let me tell you. In 2009, I could walk through the 

doors and know exactly what to expect. As I would gingerly tiptoe through the lobby, I always had to take a careful look 

around to make sure there were no congregants hiding in the wings, waiting to pounce on me when my guard was down. 

The usual suspects (you know who you are) would approach me with pained looks, growling with each step, hardly able 

to contain themselves with the issue of the day. A recent incident that sticks out in my mind occurred in late December. A 

congregant was unhappy about the angle at which the bagels were cut for the Shabbat morning Kiddush. The angle? Are 

you kidding? Normally, I feign compassion for just about any issue that a congregant can come up with. Your concern is 

my concern, I always say. Your pain is my pain. Your shock and awe isé You get the picture. But this time I couldnôt 

muster up the strength to pretend that I remotely cared about the issue, or even understood it. I had to ask, ñWhatôs the 

difference if bagels are cut at 45 degrees, 90 degrees or 62.314 degrees? They taste the same!ò ñNot trueò said Mr. 

Congregant (I just gave you your first and only hint of who this might be). ñBagels should be cut horizontally and exactly 

perpendicular all the way through so that the right side, the center, and the left side are all the same thickness on both top 

and bottom. Otherwise, if you go from high to low or low to high, from right to left or left to right (if the slicer person is 

left handed), anything you put on the bagel will  slide to one side and then youôre left with a mess. Part of the bagel will be 

dry, which will cause it to taste different from the rest of the bagel. Aside from the obvious questions ï how can a round 

bagel have a right and left side, isnôt the center missing, and how do you tell the top from the bottom, how could I argue 

with such logic? So with his point sufficiently proven, he went on to demand that I fire the volunteer who cuts the bagels 

each week. How do you fire a volunteer? If you can fire a volunteer, fire me first! He went on to demand that I should 

immediately arrange for a ñbagel slicerò fundraiser that would raise sufficient funds to purchase one. Please check your 

mail for the countless flyers you will receive in the coming weeks. 
 

But I digress. Where was I going with this? Oh yeah, I was lying in bedé. Anyway, right after the turn of the decade, I 

came to OJC for a meeting. I had been president for exactly 548 days and it seemed to me that I was attending my 549
th
 

meeting. Only 451 more to go and I would complete my green stamp book and get that bagel slicer Iôve had my eye on. 

So, as I drove up to OJC I sensed that something just wasnôt right. Normally, as I approach the property, I start singing òI 

Will Surviveò by Gloria Gaynor but there was no reason for that on this day. I wasnôt receiving the strong signals of 

negativity that usually fill my senses as I turn into the parking lot. Instead, the signals were happiness and love, peace and 

harmony, Sonny and Cher (where did that come from?). There was happy music in the air. There were hundreds of people 

lined up in the parking lot, arm in arm, chanting something that I couldnôt quite make out. As I got out of my car, the 

chanting became clearer. A woman in a long flowing dress with flowers in her hair was shouting to the crowd ñWho do 

we love?ò And the crowd answered ñGlenn!ò And that was followed by ñWhen do we love him?ò And the answer was 

ñNow!ò Over and over they were declaring their love for me! As I approached, people began hugging me and tugging at 

my clothes. But I was on a mission. I needed to meet the person who was leading the chant. Her voice seemed strangely 

familiar. I saw her by the OJC entrance. She was dancing and playing the tambourine. It was like a scene out of a 1960s 

hippie movie or a Charlton Heston film (wrong holiday). I was still 50 feet away when I realized that the woman was 

Rabbi Drill. The matching floral decorated kippah gave her away. As I got closer, she had her back toward me. I shouted, 

ñRabbi Drill, what is happening?ò Then she turned around. But it wasnôt Rabbi Drill at all. ñRabbi Scheff?ò I screamed. 

At that moment, I felt as though I was being pushed and shoved. Someone was calling my name. Then I heard ñGlenn, 

wake up.ò I awoke to find Rosina nudging me out of a deep sleep. It was just a dream. But then again, was it really? 
 

Happy Purim.   
 

A message to Rabbi Scheff: I apologize if I gave away your Purim costume. And by the way, for those of you, like me, 

who love Tootsie Rolls, youôre welcome. 

 

BôShalom and keep smiling. 

Glenn Hirsh 
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From the Educational Directorõs Desk 
 

Mazal Tov to Morah Shira on her recent marriage. We will miss you teaching Kitah Gimmel  

(third grade). Our school welcomes April Kupferman, our USY Ruach leader and Jr. Jr 

Congregation leader, as our new teacher. I interviewed a candidate who did NOT take the 

teaching position.   

 Her parting remarks to me: ñLet me see if I've got this right. You want me to go into a 

classroom with a bunch of kids who just came from a mentally and physically exhausting full day in public 

school and correct their disruptive behavior, observe them for signs of abuse, check their dress habits for 

modesty, and censor their T-shirt messages while instilling in them a love for Jewish learning. You expect me to 

monitor their cell phones, I-pods, Blackberries and video games to assure they are turned off as I try to raise 

their sense of commitment to the Jewish people and instill a genuine sense of Jewish pride. You want me to 

check their heads for lice, recognize signs of antisocial behavior and make sure they can fluently read, write, 

speak and comprehend an entirely new alphabet and know the meaning of all the vocabulary. You expect me to 

make certain their pockets and backpacks are empty and they are not smuggling nonkosher foods or foods 

containing peanuts into Religious School as I try to teach them the entire contents of the whole Tanakh, all the 

mitzvot and middot about Israel including politics, geography, culture and history, as well as Jewish history 

from ancient civilizations to contemporary times, the Holocaust and Zionism, life cycle events, the joys of 

Shabbat, all the holidays and their importance, customs and rituals. You also expect me to provide all students 

with an equal education regardless of their learning, processing, and behavioral exceptionalities and 

communicate regularly with their parents in English, Spanish, French, Hungarian, Russian, Yiddish and any 

other language they speak, by e-mail, letter, telephone, newsletter, and progress reports. I am also supposed to 

encourage each childôs own spiritual Jewish journey while creating wonderful, fun memories, fostering 

friendships and instilling a sense of community commitment. You want me to do all this with a piece of chalk, a 

blackboard, a bulletin board, a few books, a big smile, and a starting salary that qualifies me for food stamps. 

On the brighter side, at least, unlike in public school, here we CAN PRAY!! What????? The children are 

expected to know the weekday Mincha and Maariv services, Hallel, Kabbalat Shabbat, Erev Shabbat Services, 

and the entire Shabbat Shacharit and Musaf Service from start to finish,  including the Torah Service, reading 

Torah, chanting Haftorah and leading Havdallah.ò As the interviewee quickly exited she concluded with, ñAnd 

you said this is a 4-hour-a- week school???ò J Good luck.  
 

 Although February is a short month, the students in our Religious School are busy, as always, with their 

various curriculum objectives, ongoing ñhands onò mitzvah projects and special programming. To mention a 

few upcoming dates: on February 5
th
 our fifth grade and their families will join together for Erev Shabbat 

Services and Shabbat dinner. On February 6
th
, we will have a special Jr. Congregation for our second grade 

students and their families. On that same date, our fourth grade families will share a seudah shlishi and our 

fourth graders will lead Havdallah. On February 11
th
, our third grade families are invited to write personal 

prayers to their children and to decorate siddur covers for their upcoming Siddur ceremony. In the OJC 

Religious Schoolôs efforts to ñgo green,ò all progress reports, teacherôs letters and parent teacher conference 

requests were e-mailed directly home via the Internet. If you did not receive this information, please contact the 

Schoolôs office. 
 

   To conclude, the four main mitzvot of Purim are hearing the Megillah (The Book of Esther); sending 

mishloach manot (gifts of food and drink) to friends, neighbors and family; matanot lôevyonim (giving to the 

poor); and partaking of a seudah Purim (Purim meal). We invite you to our Religious Schoolôs Sixth Annual 

Catch a Rising Jewish Star Talent Show on February 25
th
. Please join the OJC community for the Megillah 

Reading and Purimspiel on February 27
th
 and for the Purim Carnival on February 28

th
.     

   

Purim Sameach 

Sandy Borowsky 



 5 

THE ORANGETOWN JEWISH CENTER  

NURSERY SCHOOL 
 

 
 

is now registering for 2010  
 

Fun, Creative, Developmental Secular and Jewish Curriculum 
Literacy, Art, Music, Science, Math, Shabbat, Holidays and moreé 

The personal attention each child deserves!  
Create, Explore, Discover, and Experience  

Build Self -Esteem and Make New Friends  
 

Loving and Nurtur ing Staff ð Great Student/Teacher Ratio  
Affordable Tuition / Flexible Schedules/ Extended Days  
Member Discount / Free Memberships for New Enrollees  

New Playground/ Summer Kiddie Kamp  
 

TERRIFIC TWOS  - 2 AND 3 DAY A WEEK OPTIONS 

THRILLING THREES  - 3 DAYS A WEEK, EXTENDED DAYS AVAILABLE  

FABULOUS FOURS  - 5 DAYS A WEEK, EXTENDED DAYS AVAILABLE  

AFTERNOON ENRICHMENT - MONDAYðFRIDAY NOON to 2PM 

Cooking, Messy Play, Science Experiments, Jewish Culture Club 

BABY Nõ ME (Grandparents too!) MONDAYS  11AM - noon 

for ages 12 - 24 months 
 

KIDDIE KAMP - July 5th - August 13th for 2, 3, and 4 year olds - Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays 

Kiddie Pools and Fun themes - Summer Treats, Bugs and Critters, Silly Animals, 

Oceans of Fun, Silly Hat Day, Stuffed Animal Show, lots more fun! 
 

PLEASE JOIN US for AN OPEN HOUSE and TOUR:  

EVERY FRIDAY DURING February and March  

Welcome Shabbat with our Nursery School Community  

11am- noon-  songs, snack, and fun  

RSVP Required. Please call the school office.  
 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME! TELL YOUR FRIENDS!  
 

Please call Sandra Borowsky, MS.Ed, Educational Director, at (845) 398 -3982, 
ext. 110 to RSVP, register, or for more information.  

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT www.theojc.org  

http://www.theojc.org/
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OJC ONGOING LEARNING AT A GLANCE  
February 2010  

 

Iyyun Te fillah  
Saturday, February 6 at 8:45 a.m. 

An in-depth exploration of the Shabbat liturgy with Rabbi Drill  
 

Rabbiôs Talmud Study Group 
 Wednesdays, February 3, 17 and 24 at 7:30 p.m.  

A weekly group study of Talmudic passages with Rabbi Scheff 
 

Text and Cont ext  
Every Thursday, 10 a.m. ï 11 a.m. 

Parashat hashavua (the weekly Torah portion) with Rabbi Scheff 
 

Judaism 101 ï The Mitzvah Initiative  
Thursdays, February 4, 11 and 25 at 7:30 p.m.  
Tuesdays, February 2, 9 and 23 at 5:30 p.m. 

A re-introduction to Judaism with an emphasis on ñmitzvahò 
 

Torah nô Treats 
Wednesdays, February 3 and 17 at 12:30 p.m. 

Studies in the Book of Prophets with Rabbi Scheff 
 

Monday Morning Midrash  
Monday, February 8 at 11:00 a.m. 

Join Rabbi Drill monthly as we explore the creative lore of our tradition  
  

Friday Night Lecture Series  
Friday, February 12 at 7 p.m. 

Dr. Marty Cohen continues his 15th year of this monthly series!  
This monthôs topic:  

ñFacts Are Facts: The Historical Approach to the Bibleò 

 
Biography of God  

Monday, February 22 at 7:30pm 
Explore Jewish perspectives and personal theologies with Rabbi Drill 
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Foundations of Friendship 
 

Eleven minutes after Israel declared its independence, President Harry Truman made the United States the first nation on earth 

to recognize Israel. In the years following that historic decision, the U.S.īIsrael alliance would become the cornerstone of 

American policy in the Middle East, and Israel would emerge as one of Americaôs greatest strategic assets. 
 

Three years after President Truman recognized Israel, Congress approved the first aid package to IsraelƄ$65 million to help 

absorb Holocaust survivors and Jewish refugees from Arab countries. Ten years later, in 1961, President John F. Kennedy lifted 

the American arms embargo and sold Israel crucial Hawk missilesðthe only effective defense against Soviet-made bombers. 

Kennedyôs decision established an important precedent: the United States would act to maintain Israelôs qualitative military 

edge over its potential adversaries. 
 

Following the 1967 Six-Day War, when Israel routed its enemies and captured advanced Soviet weaponry, the strategic 

relationship deepened. The United States became the chief supplier of weaponry to Israel and began providing significant 

amounts of foreign aid. During the 1973 Yom Kippur War, President Richard Nixon provided Israel with a massive airlift, 

helping the Jewish state overcome initial setbacks on the battlefield. 
 

At the end of the 1970s and into the beginning of the 1980s, the United States was faced with an increasingly volatile Middle 

East. It was during this decade that the danger of radical Islam and terrorism emerged. Due to the growing regional instability, 

the United States sought a stable regional ally; it found one in Israel. The Jewish state had both the willingness and the 

necessary infrastructure to provide American troops with a safe base of operations in the event of a crisis. 
 

The United States began to view Israel as a vital strategic partner. The alliance was strengthened in 1988 when President Ronald 

Reagan and Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir signed an agreement designating Israel as ña major non-NATO ally of the 

United States.ò The memorandum cemented Israelôs position as an anchor for U.S. influence in the Middle East. 
 

Whereas the U.S. originally viewed Israel as an asset because of its strategic location in an unstable region, America would also 

grow to rely on the Jewish state for its many talents. The U.S.īIsrael relationship has evolved into a mutually beneficial alliance 

and the close partnership between the two nations has yielded military technologies, helping to protect American and Israeli 

lives. 
 

Washington and Jerusalem have come a long way together since Truman first recognized the Jewish state in 1948. Today, the 

alliance is built to last. In the years ahead, the two nations will continue their joint efforts to counter global threats as they work 

together to seek peace. 

OJC as a Chesed Community 
 

Chesed is loving kindness and caring and more ï more than can be easily translated into English. It implies respect and 

recognition of each oneôs humanity. Chesed moves the best thoughts, feelings and intentions into actions.  
 

So is OJC a Chesed community? Are the members of this community attuned to the nature of a chesed community?    Yes and 

Yes, But can we be more responsive to the needs of some of our community members? Yes, again.  
 

Caring and supporting are the Chesed Committeeôs goal. Right now, we are organizing to try to meet some of the needs of 

community members who may appreciate some extra help in their lives because of illness, isolation, limitations, and disabilities. 

Our long-term goal is to guide OJC into an entire chesed community where this committee does not stand out, but chesed is a 

regular expectation for all our members. 
 

How does this work, you ask? We will try to respond to requests from members, from the rabbis, from the office personnel and 

from the religious school. We will have volunteer members to drive, cook, visit, carry, shop, talk and meet new babies. We are 

accepting volunteers for any and all of these opportunities to show chesed. You can volunteer for many jobs and lots of time 

available, or for an occasional job, or for a regular connection with another member.  
 

Please call or email Adele Garberð358-9121, ahg19@optonline.net or Maddie Roimisher---359-4846 or Rabbi Drill---359-

5920x8, rabbi.drill@theojc.org 
LOOKING FORWARD TO HEARING FROM YOU SOON! 

mailto:rabbi.drill@theojc.org
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Where youôll always find a friendly face! 
 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Let me take this opportunity to introduce ourselves. We are your new co-presidents Cara and Emily Levine. 

Jordyn Levine is your new Parliamentarian, Jana and Shari are your new co-Vice Presidents.  

 

You see as Whitney Houston says ñWe believe that children are 

our future, Teach them well and let them lead the wayò. What 

better time thané Purim é 

Well how did this all come 

about you sayé well.. 

 

We were all driving down 

to Florida to see how the 

other half lives (the warm 

half) when the topic of 

presidential achievements 

and term limits came upò. 

Jordyn said ñHey why canôt 

we run things now.. Iôm 6 and after all, I have a boyfriend, his name is 

Noah Big Boy Matthew Baadong Weiss and we are going to get married 

so why not.  

 

Shari and Jana both agreed. Cara and Emily said we can do this ï we will whip the Sisterhood into shape!!  

Cindy and Cedine were getting quite upset with this youth rebellion. They decided to settle it fair and square. 

This could not wait till a copy of the constitution was emailed to Marc on his 

Blackberry, this could not wait till Florida. This needed to be settled now. 

They were just passing by South of The Border. Time to settle this the old 

fashioned way ï dueling guns é no ! Dominoes !!!!!!!!!!!!  

 

They broke out the double twelve dominoes and waged domino warfare. 

Emily said ñLetôs go, itôs on like Donkey Kong!ò And for hours the played, 

the balance of power kept shifting. First Cindy and Cedine show them there 

would be no change and slowly, Cara, Emily Jana, & Shari poured it on. 

Jordyn kept on ñstrategizingò and putting down the tiles with the most of dots 

on them. When the smoke had cleared and the sun had set, a new day had 

dawned. New leadership had taken hold. The youth revolt was complete. 

Leadership had changed hands. In the coming days OJC began to see amazing things from their new Sisterhood 

leaders ï the Kiddush was forever pizza bagels, ice cream sundaes & brownies. 
 

Make the OJC Sisterhood Your Sisterhood! (Young or Old) 
Chag Purim sameach 

Cindy &  Cedine 
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Menõs ClubñBreaking News! 

 
The New York State legislatureôs bill to recognize the Orangetown Jewish Centerôs 
50

th
 anniversary has finally made it out of committee. The bill, which was introduced 

during the 2008 session, had been sent to the Joint Senate and Assembly Sub-

Committee on Meaningless Gestures. Senator Hiram Monserrate, spokesman for the 

19-member committee, discussed the problems they faced in sending this bill for a 

vote.   

 

ñFirst we had to determine if Rockland was really a county or a town. After months of research and 

meetings we discovered that it is both. There is a Rockland county and there is a Rockland, New York, 

in Sullivan County. This entailed many hours of overtime.ò 

 

Senator Monserrate explained that there was a problem with several of the committee members who 

had to take time off to go to court to face criminal charges. Some of those members had to be replaced 

by new members who were friends of Joe Bruno. The work was further confused by several committee 

members changing party affiliation (thereby changing the committeeôs composition) and then changing 

back. 

 

Senator Monserrate also noted the stoppage when the legislature was not meeting last summer.  

However once the legislature got back to work, the members decided that each of their constituent 

assembly or senatorial districts should also benefit from this bill.  

  

Although the recognition of the OJC will cost the taxpayers nothing, the amendments and their 

provisions will cost about $50 million.   

 

NOTE:  The governor has threatened to veto this bill due to the ongoing budget crisis. 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS ï MARK YOUR CALENDARS  
 

¶ Sunday, Feb. 7 ï World Wide Wrap ï Experience the mitzvah of tefillin 

¶ Sunday, March 7 ï Jazz Brunch ï Lecture and performance with Jon Weber,   

                                     noted Jazz musician and educator 

¶ Saturday, March 27 ï Menôs Club Shabbat 

¶ Thursday, April 22 ï Hudson Valley Region Man of the Year Dinner to be held 

                                     at the OJC 

¶  Sunday, April 25 ï The Art of Marc Chagall ï Jennifer Katanic of the Museum  

                                     of Modern Art 

 

My apologies to Larry Rosenberg for omitting him from the thank-you list for deconstructing the 

Sukkah. 

 

Happy Purim! 

Bart Bookman, Menôs Club President 
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Guest Editorial 
 

Itôs Purim this month and so itôs time for Judy and me to switch articles again. She will astound 

you with her esoteric (to say the least) knowledge of Tanakh and I will once again fearlessly 

advocate another well-needed reform here at OJC. 
 

The leadership of our shul has taken some good steps in bringing us up to date with computers 

and the Internet. However, we are still using old technology, I mean really old, when it comes 

to our Saturday morning recital of the words of Torah. I know itôs hard to believe, but bimah 

readers are still using scrolls written on animal skins (thirty five hundred year old technology) 

while the rest of us have to follow along in printed books (five hundred and fifty year old 

technology). This is ridiculous, and so I propose that we now do something about this 

anachronistic practice. 
 

What I recommend is that we have a 20-inch monitor built into the surface of the reading 

lectern and inside the lectern have a computer on which the weekly portion is pre-programmed 

before Shabbat. The display will start promptly at the selected time so no davener before the 

reading is allowed to drag out the service too long. The words of the weekly portion will come 

up on the monitor and will scan across at a reasonable speed so that readers will have enough 

time to keep up but they also will not be able to drag things out. There will be reasonable pauses 

before each aliyah so that the appropriate blessings can be said. If there is more than one section 

of the Torah to read in a given week, thatôs certainly no problem for computer software to treat. 
 

But wait, thereôs more! In sync with the lectern, the words will be displayed on a huge 10-foot 

plasma screen that would be suspended from the ceiling. Everyone would then automatically 

know the correct place and we can dispense with the cost of purchasing those expensive 

chumashim from time to time. 
 

Now the Torahs that we do have are obviously much too precious to us not to be treated with 

the utmost respect even though they would no longer be required. I propose that we keep one in 

the ark (for symbolic and sentimental reasons) and either sell or rent the others to congregations 

that are technologically challenged (unlike OJC). From the income we derive from even one 

Torah we could purchase the plasma screen and have a lot left over. 
 

If you like my idea (and how could you not?) please let the Ritual Committee know how you 

feel . . . and while youôre at it, wish them a Happy Purim. 
 

Marty Cohen 
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Twisted Tanakh Thoughts                                                 by Judy Cohen 

           
 

Last month, our esteemed scholar-in-residence, Marty Cohen, explained in full detail more than what you have 

always wanted to know about the words ñandò and ñbut.ò Bet you didnôt realize how many meanings such little 

words could have, and in Hebrew, yet! 

 

This month, as part of our switcheroo, I was going to discourse on the word ñthe,ò an equally significant word 

that crops up in the Bible, oh, about fifty gazillion times. At first, I intended to explore every conceivable aspect 

of this word as pertains to its appearance in Genesis all the way through to Mitch Albom, but I anticipated 

problems such as growing extremely old, carpal tunnel syndrome, and, quite possibly, boredom. So then I 

thought about studying all the words that end in ñeth,ò such as ñkilleth,ò ñmaimeth,ò ñdestroyeth,ò and 

defenstrateth,ò to nameth a few, but I was stoppethed in my tracks by the sudden development of a lisping 

problem that only subsided after I slapped my very own face and said to myself, ñEnougheth!ò  

 

Recognizing the fact that the intense study of a single word or small grouping of words is a clear indication of a 

compulsive personality, I decided to face facts. Yes, I am compulsive. I have already counted all the words in 

this article so far and except for the title and my name, there are 225 (unless you count ñscholar-in-residenceò as 

3 words, in which case the total goes up to 227), then add the rest of the words in this sentence, which brings us 

to 250 (or 252, again, depending on your take on ñscholar-in-residenceò). Those of you more neurotic than I am 

are probably not reading any further than this before returning to the top of the page to make a full, accurate, 

and scientific count (273 or 275). As you can see, the problem just groweth as the words mounteth up.  

 

Obviously, I needed to write about something else, if for no other reason than to quit this obsessive 

preoccupation with numbers of words (309 so far with ñscholar-in-residence as one word and not counting the 

words in these parentheses). It occurred to me that you might want to read about some Biblical names that are 

really long. Why that occurred to me, I couldnôt say. It could have to do with another aspect of my 

compulsivity: list making. Here goes: Thereôs Mahershalalhashbaz (from Isaiah), Chushanrishathaim (he was a 

king of Mesopotamiaðtry it when youôre on Jeopardy even if it doesnôt answer any question [or question any 

answer]ðtheyôll either think youôre a genius or are speaking in tongues, in which case your next public 

appearance is likely to be in Rockland State), Ramathaimzophim (Samuelôs hometown), Chepharhaammonai 

(another city in Israelðwouldnôt you rather be in Tel Aviv?), and Berodachbaladan, (alternately spelled 

Merodachbaladan just to confuse ancient compulsive list makers). There are others, but you getteth the idea 

(454 words).  

 

Finally, I got fed up with being so esoteric so I decided to randomly open the Bible to any passage and 

discourse on that. My first attempt found me at Judges 3:17 and the quote goes like this: ñAnd Eglon was a very 

fat man.ò Nah, it didnôt have that spiritual quality I was after. So I tried again, this time landing at a series of 

begatsðnames even harder to pronounce than the multisyllabic ones above. That didnôt do it for me either, so I 

deliberately went to Genesis I, where God says several times that everything is good and some things are very 

good. And that was good enough for me. Thus endeth this article (670 words). And not a moment too soon 

(676, more or less). 
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Get ready to wrap and roll. 
 

 

Join the OJC Menõs Club 
together with the Ritual 

Committee and the Sisterhood on 
Sunday morning, February 7, 2010, at 9 AM 

 

Celebrate the mitzvah of Tefillin with us on the morning of Super Bowl Sunday. We will be 

joining tens of thousands of men and women around the world. 
 

Personal trainers will be available to help you through the process.  Afterwards join us for a 

fabulous bagel breakfast (and more) to learn more about this wonderful mitzvah. A 

discussion will be led by our rabbis and members of the committee. 
 

Welcome to the 10
th
 Annual WORLD WIDE WRAP 

February 7, 2010, 23 Shevat 5770 
 

For further information contact Jeffry Horowitz through the OJC website or call the office.  
 

Visit the Website!  www.worldwidewrap.org 

 
 
 

PLACE: Orangetown Jewish Center 
 

DATE: February 28th, 2010 
 

TIME: 11:30 am- 1:30 pm 
 

*Dress in costume and get 5 prize tickets! 
 

There will be food & games for children of all ages: 
¶ DDR 
¶ Sand Art 
¶ Arts & Crafts 
¶ Moon Bounce 

¶ Incredible Games 
¶ Awesome Prizes 
¶ Silent Auctionéé 
¶ And much much more! 

 

Activities: Cost is $8.00 per child, $20. per family. 
 

Food: Enjoy your hotdogs, soda, chips and hamentashen.  Food is extra. 
 

Purim Carnival is sponsored by the OJC Youth Groups. /Proceeds will benefit programming and Tikkun Olam.  
 

Thank you in advance for your support! 

http://www.worldwidewrap.org/
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DONATE YOUR TEFILLIN  
 

Do you have tefillin that are extra or that you no longer use? 
 

Consider donating or lend them to the OJC for the World Wide Wrap. 
 

We will have the donated tefillin checked by a sofer and reconditioned for use. 
 

Drop them off at the OJC office as soon as possible. 
 

Need more information? Contact Bart Bookman for details  

(845) 942-2736 or namkoob42@msn.com) 
 

The Cantorõs Corner 
On February 12, 2009, Arnold Eisen, the Chancellor of the Jewish Theological Seminary (JTS) delivered an address in Jerusalem to 

the Rabbinical Assembly.  In it he focused on Prayer, Torah and the changing face of the Synagogue. I have excerpted a selection of 

his thoughts on prayer and encourage you to read the full text of his address at http://www.jtsa.edu/x11634.xml. 
 

"If our batei tefillah (houses of worship) are to be places where Jews can regularly sense the presence of God, we have to work to 

make them so. The key, I believe, is to make them houses of study and community; to fill our services too with experiences of learning 

and community. My students at Stanford always learned more and better together after pizza in my living room. Greater intimacy and 

personal relationships improved the quality of class discussions. The same is true of prayer. People who know each other's names, 

share something of each other's lives, go on retreats together, gather together around a Shabbat table, or study together in a library or 

living room, will daven better together. Tefillah always improves once the Jews who share a worship service have learned something 

from one another that gives insight into the tradition-or the lives-they share. 
 

Let me stress one final time that community is the key to success. Why else does the liturgy work so hard to bring us together in 

prayer? Why do we take the trouble to let the congregation know who is in pain or in mourning? One reason, of course, is that we 

need to care for them. But another is that our tefillah is raised higher to the degree that we know what is on the minds of the people 

praying alongside us. Isn't Musaf improved by the experience of singing Etz Hayyim Hi so robustly as the Torah is returned to the ark? 

We chant with real feeling because we have just been reminded that Torah-Judaism-really is life to us and that we share this precious 

recognition with the other Jews in the room. Community strengthens our davening and vice versa." 

I look forward to seeing you in shul, 

Cantor Ohring 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

From Ritual: Mitzvah of the Month, by Steve Richter 

God created the heavens and the earth in six days and on the seventh day God rested. Man, too, was ordered to work six days and to 

rest on the seventh. The biblical concept of work is divided into 39 categories and subcategories that involve production, creation, or 

transformation of an object. As an example, we are not permitted to bake, clean, sew, tear, write, build, demolish, or kindle on 

Shabbat. One may spend an entire Shabbat opening and closing books and yet not violate the day. On the other hand, the striking of a 

match is a desecration of Shabbat because it involves creation. 
 

We are commanded to proclaim the sanctity and greatness of Shabbat from its arrival with the cup of wine at Kiddush through its 

conclusion with the cup of wine at Havdalah. It is written in Shemot 20:8 ñRemember the seventh day to keep it holyò and in Shemot 

20:10 ñYou shall not do any work at all.ò Shabbat is a day of joy and delight. Jews honor the day by wearing their best clothing and 

preparing special foods for the three Shabbat meals.     
 

Shabbat is not a proper time for discussing business matters. The purpose of the mitzvah is to disengage ourselves from our normal 

occupations and concentrate on family, spiritual activities, Torah and study.   
 

THE OJC MENõS CLUB ANNOUNCES 
 

Applications are now being accepted for the annual Bruce Cowen Memorial Scholarship ($1000). This scholarship will be awarded 

to the most deserving high school senior (or anyone entering college next fall for the first time) based on a submitted essay answering 

the question, ñHow Do I View Community Service and What Have I Done to Further This Ideal?ò 
 

All essays should be submitted by March 15
th
 to: 

Dr. Marty Cohen / 32 Morris Road / Tappan, NY 10983-1604 or genesisx@optonline.net 

mailto:namkoob42@msn.com
http://www.jtsa.edu/x11634.xml
mailto:genesisx@optonline.net
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OJC Extends a ñHelping Handò for the fifth year! 
 

We are so proud that the OJC is one of several religious institutions in Rockland County participating in the 

Helping Hands program. We will once again welcome the homeless into our shul, offering meals and a safe, 

warm place for them to sleep.    
 

Many of you helped us last year in this 

wonderful mitzvah and we hope that you will 

volunteer again this winter.  For everyone else, 

we offer this opportunity to join us as we open 

our hearts and doors to those less fortunate.  It 

is an experience that benefits all who participate 

and truly gives meaning to the idea of 

sanctuary. 

 

Hosting Dates still remaining: Feb. 23, and March 3. 
Volunteers are needed for the following: (Many of these jobs can be great activities for entire families, 

depending on the age of your children. We are happy to guide you.) 

¶ Food shopping  (a day or two ahead) 

¶ Cooking (a day ahead or that morning) 

¶ Room Prep (that afternoon) 

¶ Food Prep (7:00 pm that evening) 

¶ Set Up (7:00 pm that evening) 

¶ Meet and Greet (8:00 pm that evening) 

¶ Servers (8:30 pm that evening) 

¶ Clean Up (9:30 ï 10:00 pm that evening) 

¶ Overnight Chaperoning (9:30 p.m. ï 7:30 a.m.) 

¶ Mornin g Clean Up (7:00 a.m.) 

 
Todah Rabbah,   
 
 Geoffrey Cantor and Elinor Singerman, Co- Chairs, Helping Hands 

_______________________________________________________________ 
 

Helping Hands 2010 Registration Form 
Please return this form via e-mail to E-mail to: Rabbi.Drill@theojc.org or mail to: 

O JC, 8 Independence Avenue, Orangeburg, New York 10962   Attn: Elinor Singerman 
 
Family Name:     ___________________   

First Name(s) Include childrenôs ages: ____________  ___________  ___________ 

Phone:  Home: ___________________   Cell:   ___________________ 

E-mail           ____________________________ 

Date(s) Available: ___Feb 23     ___March 3 

Job Preference:  a) ______________  b) _______________ c) ______________ 

There are many jobs that need to 
be done! You may not be available 
on a specific night, or perhaps you 
do not cook, but we promise you, 
we could use your help! 

mailto:Rabbi.Drill@theojc.org
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Landing on Mars 
 

Two astronauts land on Mars. Their mission: to check whether there is oxygen on the planet. 
 

ñGive me the box of matches,ò says one. ñEither it burns and there is oxygen or nothing happens.ò 
 

He takes the box and is ready to strike a match when out of the blue a Martian appears, waving all his arms. ñNo, no, 

donôt!ò 
 

The two guys look at each other, worried. Could there be an unknown explosive gas on Mars? Still, he takes another 

match. 
 

And . . .  a crowd of hysterical Martians is coming, all waving their arms: ñNo, no, donôt do that!ò 
 

One of the astronauts says, ñThis looks serious. What are they afraid of? Nonetheless, weôre here for Science, to know if 

man can breathe on Mars.ò 
 

So he strikes a match, which flames up, burns down, and . . . NOTHING HAPPENS! 
 

So he turns to the Martians and asks, ñWhy did you want to prevent us from striking a match?ò 
 

The leader of the Martians says, ñBecause today is Shabbos!!ò 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Snow in 

August 

    Pete Hamillôs novel, Snow in August, is     

beautifully written, poignant, insightful, filled with 

bits of humor, and a story that captures the essence of 

friendship, during the post-Holocaust years. 

 

    Please RSVP to Rhoda Pochter 

 

845-359-4748 roleero@aol.com 

 
 

Snow in 

August 

Snow in August  

mailto:roleero@aol.com
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SUPPORT THE CHILDREN OF SDEROT!  
 

 

The Israel Center for the Treatment of Psychotrauma has created  

Resilience Workbooks  
for children who suffer the effects of trauma.  

 

These books, designed to help childre n deal with the stress of terror attacks or natural 

disaster, have been used by parents and teachers  

in group and individual settings.  

They have been instrumental in helping the children of Sderot deal with  

the long -lasting trauma of living under a consta nt barrage of missiles.  

For a $4 donation  
you can provide a Resilience  Workbook to a child in Sderot.  

 

Rabbi Scheff and congregants from OJC recently visited  Sderot,  

and delivered  contributions collected to supply over 280 workbooks!  

The need is great and we can do more to help! . 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Please send your cash or check (made out to Orangetown Jewish Center with òResilience 

Workbooksó written in the memo) to the attention of Leslie Levinson at the OJC  

with a $4 multiple for the number of books you would like to purchase!  
 

NAME_________________________________________________  

NUMBER OF WORKBOOKS__________    $ ENCLOSED___________  
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PURIM IS COMING  

Fulfill the Mitzvah  

of 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Participate in the Annual OJC Sisterhood Fundraiser 
 

Our committee will prepare and deliver lovely Mishloach Manot 
packages to all the members of our congregation. 

 

Purim falls on February 28
th

 
PLEASE REPLY NO LATER THAN FEBRUARY 12

th
 

 

MAIL THIS FORM WITH A $54 CHECK TO: 
Adele Garber ï 3 Main Street ï Apt. 1406 ï Nyack, NY 10960 

ahg19@optonline.net 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
Name: _______________________________ Phone Number: ______________________________ 
 
_____I will be away and do not wish to receive a package 
 
_____I will be away 
Please let us know if you will be away.  Packages will NOT be held at the synagogue. 
 

I would like to do a mitzvah and help pack bags on ______ 2/21 at noon or  _____2/22 at 10:00am 
I would like to do a mitzvah and deliver in area_________________________________________ 
 

Packages will be delivered between 2/22 and 2//28.   
 

 

mailto:Ahg19@optonline.net



