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It was the best of tripsé. 
 

You know the words that follow. And truly, our November mission to Israel was the best of trips and the most 

difficult of trips. Ten days before our departure, a cease-fire between Israel and the terror-bent Hamas militants 

holding sway over Gaza came to a crashing conclusion. More than thirty rockets falling on the city of Sderot 

signaled an end to the relative quiet that had eerily pervaded the cityôs empty streets for two months. Day after 

day the rockets fell. Ten the day before we landed in Israel. Three on the morning of our landing at Ben Gurion. 
 

Yet, the seventeen of us were committed to the trip to Sderot during the time of the rocket attacks earlier in the year. Those who 

wanted Sderot to be our destination this year understood completely that we might be joining our Israeli brothers and sisters in a 

dangerous situation. Perhaps not dire, but dangerous nonetheless. So as our tour guide, meeting us upon our landing, advised usð

perhaps urged is a better wordðagainst going to Sderot, we were forced to reconsider our objectives in coming to Israel on this 

mission. Clearly, this would be no joy ride. Every Israeli from whom we sought counsel told us we were crazy. If we were to make 

this trip to Sderot, there would be a good chance that we would spend some part of our day in a bomb shelter. Any information that we 

had about our destination or our working environment in the city was coming from a woman who is ideologically committed to 

supporting the city and its residents. Though she assured us we would be working in a safe, sheltered space, she also made it clear that 

if we didnôt come as planned, the job of packaging hundreds of food packages for the needy would not get done for the week. No guilt 

intended, of course! Our volunteer coordinator could also not vouch for our safety traveling into or out of the city on our bus. 
 

After much discussion, private conversation, soul-searching, and family-at-home considering, we decided (unanimously) that we had 

to reach our destination. Our failure to do so would only say to the residents of Sderot that they are truly on their own. On the other 

hand, being there would say that we live by our words, kol Yisrael arevin zeh bazehðall Jews are responsible for one another. After 

all the political and military considerations that have led to Israelôs decision that a traumatized city of 20,000 is not as terrible as the 

potential loss of soldiers and international goodwill that an all-out assault on Gaza might incur, we exemplified the lesson that a 

helping hand is worth more than any faceless government subsidy. We went to work safely, sorted vegetables, packed dry goods, ate 

(or couldnôt bring ourselves to eat, despite our embarrassment) in a soup kitchen, delivered teddy bears to nursery school children, and 

offered our strength to severely disabled children and their parents. The day was perhaps the purest and most meaningful day of work 

any of us had ever had. And three rockets fell on the city after our departure. Later that afternoon, a partial rainbow appeared through 

the gray clouds of the Beer Sheva sky. We had fulfilled our part of the covenant, and God showed appreciation. 
 

The next two days were spent working in the north at Kfar Ahava, our 2007 destination. We painted apartments for troubled teens and 

created murals for the children of the village. The work felt light and fun, and we smiled easily. No tension or fear. We toasted our 

good fortune overlooking Jerusalem, and we embraced with gratitude and appreciation. 
 

And we immediately began to plot whom among you we would pull on our next work mission, departing for Israel on Sunday, 

November 15, 2009. Destination: wherever we are needed. 
 

Bôshalom, 

Rabbi Craig Scheff 
 

View a slide show of our November mission at our website: http://www.theojc.org. 

And register now for the OJC Poland/Israel trip departing April 19! 
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How to Reach Us 

 
Synagogue Officeééééééééééééééééé. Phone # 845-359-5920ééééééééé.. Fax # 845-398-1646 
  Office@theojc.org 
Administratorééééééééééééééééééé. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Bookkeeperéééééééééééééééééééé Helen Barnettééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 107 
Office Assistant/Donationsééééééééééééé Jacquie Kroenungééééééééééé.845-359-5920 ext. 108 
 
Rabbiééééééééééééééééééééééé Craig Schefféééééééééééééé 845-359-5920 ext. 3 
Associate Rabbiéééééééééééééééééé Paula Mack Drilléééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 103 
Cantoréééééééééééééééééééééé.. Vadim Yuchtéééééééééééééé845-359-5920 ext. 105 
School/Educational Directoréééééééééééé.. Sandra Borowskyééééééééééé..845-398-3982 ext. 110 
Youth Directorééééééééééééééééééé Sharon Rappaportééééééééééé845-623-2990 
 
Presidentééééééééééééééééééééé. Glenn Hirshéééééééééééé........,845-365-3096 
1

st
 Vice Presidentééééééééééééééééé.. Andy Blauééééééééééééééé845-365-0543 

Vice Presidentééééééééééééééééééé Jeffry Horowitz   éééééééééééé845-353-8996 
Vice PresidentéééééééééééééééééééKim Lori Sokolééééééééééééé845-398-2910 
Treasurerééééééééééééééééééééé. Bob Kleinberger............................................845-624-1410 
Financial Secretaryéééééééééééééééé...Fran Mintzer-Dolberéééééééééé..201-307-8776 

Recording Secretaryéééééééééééééééé Hara Hartman........................................845-634-6093 

Corresponding SecretaryééééééééééééééMarc Levineéééééééééééé........845-398-3645 
 
Book of Life Donationsééééééééééééééé Renee Priceééééééééééééé.....845-634-7244 
Book of Remembranceééééééééééééééé Helen Atlaséééééééééééééé..845-359-4030 
Bulletin Editorééééééééééééééééééé Judy Cohenéééééééééééééé.845-359-5923 
Calendarééééééééééééééééééééé.. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Catering/Kiddushiméééééééééééééééé. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Cemetery Co-Chairéééééééééééééééé.. Abe Barbashéééééééééé.ééé. 845-735-7226 
Cemetery Co-Chairéééééééééééééééé... Arthur Sandersééééééééééé.é..845-638-0473 
Facility Chairééééééééééééééééééé.. Eli Josephséééééééééééééé.845-365-1563 
Associate Facility Chairéééééééééééééé.. Dave Kalanéééééééééééééé.. 845-359-6314 
Food Pantry Co-Chairééééééééééééééé.. Cedine Issmanééééééééééééé845-359-5207 
Food Pantry Co-Chairééééééééééééééé.. Susan Kleinéééééééééééééé 845-354-3653 
Insuranceééééééééééééééééééééé.Abe Barbashééééééééééééé.. 845-735-7226 
Israeli Affairsééééééééééééééééééé.. Jeffry Horowitzéééééééééééé.. 845-353-8996 
Israeli Affairsééééééééééééééééééé.. Allen Levinsonéééééééééééé.. 201-934-9254 
Legal Co-ChairéééééééééééééééééééArthur Sanderséééééééééééé. 845-638-0473 
Legal Co ChairéééééééééééééééééééIrwin Portnoyééééééééééééé..845-562-1028 
Membership Recruitment Co-Chairééééééééé. Esther Berkowitzéééééééééééé845-365-0060 
Membership Recruitment Co-Chairééééééééé. Evelyn Winikofféééééééééééé. 845-358-2564 
Men's Club Presidentééééééééééééééé.. Bart Bookmanééééééééééééé 845-942-2736 
OJC Directoryééééééééééééééééééé.Janet Milleréééééééééééééé. 845-359-7647 
OJC Directoryééééééééééééééééééé.Andrea Sherman..ééééééééééé..845-634-2256 
Publicity/Advertising......................................................................................................................................................... 
Ritual Chairéééééééééééééééééééé. Ken Lefféééééééééééééééé845-353-8668 
Ritual Committee/ Bar/Bat Aliyah Listsééééééé.. Lloyd Fishmanééééééééééééé201-476-9668 
School Board Co-PresidentéééééééééééééHara Hartmanééééééééééééé..845-634-6093 
School Board Co-President/éé.éééééééééé..Sharon Aachéééééééééééé.é..201-476-1050 
Sisterhood Co-Presidentéééééééééééééé.Cindy Levineééééééééééééé.. 845-398-3645 
Sisterhood Co-Presidentéééééééééééééé.Cedine Issmanéééééééééééé.. 845-359-5207 
Sisterhood Gift Shopéééééééééééééééé Frieda Seidnerééééééééééééé 845-359-6366 
Social Action/Good & WelfareééééééééééééMadeline Roimisheréééééééééé. 845-359-4846 
Special DuesééééééééééééééééééééFaye Dinowitzééééééééééééé 845-353-1934 
Web Site ï www.TheOJC.org:éééééééééééé.Marc Levineéééééééééééééé845-398-3645 
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So here I am in front of my computer writing the presidential article for the January Shaliach. The article 

is about a week overdue and I have had to duck our editor at several OJC functions. She has tried to seek 

me out and has even gone so far as to bribe my children (with Shabbat candy) to get a message to me 

about the lateness of my article.  Luckily I have managed to escape her to this point.   
 

If you didnôt read my December article, I described the loneliness I was feeling because I wasnôt sure if 

anyone was actually reading it. What I have since found out is that while I did not get an overwhelming response from our 

membership, I did get many kind and thoughtful notes regarding my well-being and the great affection that people have 

for our Shaliach. For those of you who sent an e-mail or left a message on my answering machine, thank you for your 

encouraging words regarding my personal well-being and for the way you care about the Shaliach. This process was quite 

illuminating for me because I was able to learn something about myself. I really like hearing from you. I like sharing 

thoughts with you, exchanging pleasantries and helpful hints that may actually save the shul money. We have a very 

caring core in our membership, one that I would like to expand. Please keep the cards and letters coming. 
 

One of the OJC events that I attended recently was a family service followed by a Shabbat dinner for our second grade 

families. At this service, I had to disguise myself as Rabbi Scheff just in case Judy walked in. While I didnôt have to fool 

Judy I did manage to trick some of the children. The Friday night service was attended by well over 150 people. It was 

truly a great night, especially because a number of prayers were led by our Religious School students. What a treat that 

was! The dinner that followed was also well attended. I would encourage all Religious School families to take advantage 

of the Shabbat dinners that will be scheduled throughout the coming year. I would also encourage everyone to attend a 

family service, even if you donôt have children. Itôs such a lively atmosphere filled with spirit and love. Family services 

are scheduled on the first Friday night of each month. 
 

In November, I attended another Friday night service that was followed by a Shabbat dinner presented by the membership 

committee to welcome new members to OJC. As you can see, one of the main responsibilities of an OJC president is to 

eat. In fact, I think this obligation is written in our constitution. If I am ever impeached, it will not be for violation of this 

responsibility. As part of the festivities, Evelyn Winikoff , co-chair of the membership committee, addressed the new 

members with a Shabbat greeting. In her opening remarks, she stated that new members make her job easy. She went on 

to say that the membership committee does not have to work hard to attract new members because Jews in Rockland and 

northern Bergen County seek out the OJC, not the other way around. I believe this is true and I would like to continue that 

thought. People who are shul shopping have a lot of choices. We attract new members because we have a reputation of 

being a shul with incredible clergy, a wonderful and welcoming congregation, an excellent Religious School, an award-

winning youth program, a spectacular monthly bulletin with a brilliant editor (that should keep Judy off my back for 

another month), and a vast array of programs that meet the needs of our community. 
 

At a recent meeting, the Board of Trustees determined that the current economic downturn has created a need in our 

community. I am pleased to announce the creation of a new task force: Tikkun BayitðOJC takes care of its own. The 

committee was created to meet the needs of our members who might be facing an uncertain future due to current 

economic conditions. We must respond as a community and we are looking for volunteers to help in many different 

ways. If you would like to volunteer, please contact the committee co-chairs, Nohra Leff and Alan Hack and read their 

article in this issue of the Shaliach for details.  
 

Tikkun Bayit is our newest example of the many ways the OJC is here for you. I urge you to take advantage of all that we 

have to offer. 
 

BôShalom, and keep smiling! 

Glenn Hirsh  
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From Ritual: The Jewish Rainbow 
 

No, this monthôs column is not about the blessing we are supposed to say upon seeing a 
rainbow. (Baruch atah adoshem, elokenu melek haolom, zocher habrit, vône-e-man bivrito, 

vôkayam bôma-a-maro.  Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe who  

remembers the covenant, is faithful to His covenant, and who keeps His word.) Rather it is 

about the panoply of beliefs, customs, and rituals that all fit under the name Judaism. Over 

the past couple of weeks, I participated in quite a variety of Jewish experiences. 

 

My parents had three sons, all brought up in a conservative synagogue. Brother #1 married a Jewish woman and 

became a reform Jew (her sister, by the way, married a conservative rabbi). Brother # 2 married a Jewish 

woman, sent his first daughter to the best Jewish pre-school in his area of Atlanta (run by an Orthodox 

synagogue), was inspired by their rabbi. His family is now orthodox.  I, of course, remained conservative. 

 

All of this is by way of saying that last week I attended my nieceôs orthodox bat mitzvah. She is 12, the age a 

girl becomes a woman in our religion. So how did she do in shul? Did she do well with her haftarah? Did she 

bring tears to her motherôs eyes with her speech? Donôt even ask. She wasnôt in services. Nor was her mother, 

two brothers, or two sisters. My brother led the Shacharit service in honor of the occasion. No aliyahs for the 

family of a bat mitzvah. My mother and I walked to shul, but split up as we entered the sanctuaryðmen to the 

left, women to the right.   

 

The services were nice, but ours are more joyful, with better melodies and more singing. I felt almost like a 

duck out of water, even though the words of their prayers were identical, with a couple of exceptions, to ours. I 

sat in the back, so as not to be caught making a mistake. I stood when they stood, sat when they satðat the 

OJC, I donôt need to watch everyone else to know the choreography of the service. I was uncomfortable, but 

made it through. Interestingly, this synagogue that is so frum had two parking lotsðone for those who walk on 

Shabbat to leave their cars from Friday evening to Saturday night, and one for those who drive on Shabbat. I bit 

my tongue and did not ask for an explanation of which laws/traditions can be broken and which cannotðbut I 

felt bad that my mother had to sit alone. 

 

The bat mitzvah ceremony? That occurred at my brotherôs home, after Shabbat. Just friends and familyðno 

rabbi, cantor, or Torah. Of course, the Torah was spiritually present in the room, as all this community does 

reflects the teachings of the Torah. The ceremony was limited to some teaching of Torah by the bat mitzvah girl 

and to some speeches by the bat mitzvah and her family. No blessings. No service. But of course, plenty of 

foodðthat is universal in Judaism. 

 

Last night, Nohra and I went to the wedding of a friendôs son. I am not sure whether our friends consider 

themselves conservative or reform, but at this sonôs first wedding, lobster was served. I ate none, but I watched 

many who kept kosher homes eat this dish outside their homes. Last nightôs marriage was the sonôs second. The 

marriage this time was to the daughter of a Sephardic family who came to America from Iran, via Israel. It was 

glatt kosher in order to accommodate the more religious members of the brideôs family. There was cheering and 

clapping as the bride and her family made their way down the aisle to the chuppah. The cantor sangðbut if you 

didnôt know the words were Hebrew, you could have thought you were in a mosque or at the Pearl River Greek 

festival. The melodies were very foreign to our ears. The wedding ceremony was almost identical ritually to 

ours. Rings were exchanged, the groom reciting the traditional words of betrothal, the bride silently placing a 

ring on the groomôs finger. The bride and groom wrapped themselves in the groomôs tallit, covering their heads 

for the sheva brachot, and the sheva brachot were delivered by the men of the wedding partyðagain, no 

women. The glass was broken. The Jewish universalðfood, and lots of itðfollowed. 
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In between these two events, I attended Shabbat services at the OJC. I felt at home. I sat next to Nohra. I was 

familiar with all the prayers, all the songs. I experienced for the first time the inclusion of the imahotðthe 

matriarchsðin our Amidah. 

 

So I guess the point of all this rambling is that whatever the tradition, whatever laws and customs we accept or 

modify, whether our wedding is a lobster fest or glatt kosher, whether we recite the imahot or allow women no 

participation in the synagogue ritual, we are all Jews. All of our souls were at Mount Sinai and received the 

Torah. We may have gone in a few different directions as we continued on our journey, but certainly to our 

enemies we are one, and in our hearts (and stomachs) that is true. The tunes may be different, the degree of 

observance may vary, but at the heart of it all are our Jewish souls, and the Torah. 

 

As we start the secular New Year, the Ritual Committee extends its wishes for peace, good health, and 

happiness to our OJC family and to all the Jews of the world. 
 

Ken Leff , Ritual Chair 

 

Kitah Korner 
 

There is so much learning going on in the Kitah Bet (second grade) classes and weôve only had a few months of school! 

The children came back to school this year and immediately reacquainted themselves with old friends and welcomed new 

ones.  
 

Our Aleph Bet work is progressing nicely as we are learning all the letters, vowels, and phonics of their combinations. The 

children also enjoy discussing different aspects about being Jewish like going to synagogue and giving tzedakah. We 

talked about mezuzzot and were even able to look at the writings inside a real mezuzah!  
 

Our students love to learn the Torah stories and hear the different midrashim that add meaning to living Jewishly and 

teach mitzvot (good deeds). They were also very excited to help lead many prayers at our Religious School Erev Shabbat 

services and to share Shabbat dinner together with all our second grade families. 
 

In our Jewish holiday lessons, we discussed the customs, traditions, history, and some prayers for the holidays of Rosh 

Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkot and Simchat Torah. In December, we learned all about Chanukah, had a special holiday 

concert for our parents, and even made our very own menorahs that could be used with real candles! 
 

We look forward to continuing our wonderful year of learning and fun.  

 
Morah Robin, Moreh Shlomo, and our wonderful aidesðJason and Gabrielle 
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F  
 

Have you ever wondered how to help your children reinforce their Hebrew reading skills? 

Learn Hebrew yourself? Strengthen your Jewish identity, spirituality, knowledge of Jewish 

history and holidays? Find Jewish songs? Play games? Study this weekôs Torah  

portion? Find out about your ancestors? All these and much more are available on the 

Internet; you just have to know the websites to explore. Recently, many parents asked me 

 for websites to foster their own Jewish journey as their childrenôs knowledge grows in our Religious School.  

The following is a brief list of some of my favorite Internet sites that offer all sorts of valuable information and 

give links to other Jewish themed sites.  
 

http://www.conservativejudaism.org- links all Conservative and Masorti movement homepages          

http://www.Jewishlist.com- the most complete list of Jewish websites available 

http://www.mavensearch.com- a Jewish Web directory 

http://www.askmoses.com -ask a rabbi any question 

http://www.faujsa.fau.edu- Judaic Sound Archives containing 472 albums of Jewish music 

http://www.ajljewishvalues.org- guide to Jewish childrenôs literature 
 

If youôre looking for websites that have a vast amount of treasures of Jewish knowledge, learning, living, and 

fun, visit http://www.reclaimingjudaism.org, http://www.jflmedia.com, http://www.aklah.com, 

http://www.aish.com, http://www.torahtots.com, and http://www.jr.co.il. For News click onto 

http://www.jpost.com, http://www.jta.org, http://www.israelinewsnow.com, and for Education try www.jts.edu, 

http://www.torah.org, www.myjewishlearning.com, http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org, http://www.caje.org, 

and http://www.kolel.org. Are you are interested in history and genealogy? Search http://www.jewishgen.org, 

http://www.ellisislandrecords.org, http://www.nmajh.org (American history), http://www.ushmm.com  

(Holocaust), and if you need an interactive Hebrew calendar, check out http://www.hebcal.com.  
 

Of course, the very best website is http://www.theojc.org where you can find information about all the activities 

in our Religious and Nursery schools and synagogue community. Click on Education for an overview of our 

schoolsô philosophies, download our schoolsô calendars, Shabbat attendance and registration forms, and flyers 

for our many exciting events. If you want a real treat, you can watch videos of our adorable Nursery and 

Religious School children as well as OJC community events!  Right here at our website, you can read about this 

weekôs Torah portion, find many volunteer projects, plan your next Jewish trip, decide on an adult education 

opportunity that best fits your needs, and my favorite: click on Ritual to listen and learn how to recite the most 

frequently recited prayers. There is so much to discover! 
 

Our Religious School prides itself on the use of technology. The administration, teachers, and parents use the 

Internet not only to inform and communicate, but our children in grades 3-5 do their homework using computer 

games that are monitored by their teachers online. You can practice what your child is learning at the OJC 

Religious School by going to http://www.behrmanhouse.com and click on ñfamilies.ò At this website, you can 

learn to read Hebrew, recite prayers and blessings, speak easy conversational Hebrew, and play some fun games 

with your family. And coming soon will be the debut of our Religious School CD that will have recordings of 

the Friday Night Family Kabbalat Shabbat and Evening Services and Jr. Congregation Shabbat Morning, Torah 

and Musaf Services. Our Religious School children and their families will be able to listen, learn from, and 

download the prayers with OJC melodies to their computers or MP-3 players! 
 

The first half of our school year has been extremely successfulðproductive, enriching, stimulating and fun. Progress 

reports will be mailed home mid-January with an opportunity for parent-teacher conferences. As always, we welcome 

your input and thank you for making Jewish education a priority. 
 

 Kol Tuv, All the best,  

          Sandy Borowsky  
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OJCõS ONGOING LEARNING AT A GLANCE 

January 2009 
 

Iyyun Tefillah 
Saturday, January 3 at 8:45 a.m. 

An in-depth exploration of the Shabbat liturgy with Rabbi Drill 
 
 

 Text and Context 
Thursdays: 10 a.m. ð 11 a.m., January 8, 15, 22 and 29 

Parashat hashavua (the weekly Torah portion) with Rabbi Scheff 
 
 

Torah nõ Treats 
Wednesdays, 12:00 p.m. ð 1:30 p.m., January 7 and 21 

Studies in the Book of Prophets with Rabbi Scheff 
 

 

Talmud Bõkiut 
Wednesdays, January 7, 14 and 21 at 7:30 p.m. 

Join Rabbi Scheff and Rabbi Drill for Hevruta (partnered learning) 
and Shiur (class lesson) as we make our way through 
the Babylonian Talmudõs tractate of Berakhot (Blessings)  

 

 

Toward a Purposeful Jewish Life 
Monday, January 12, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Jewish ethics with Rabbi Drill:  
òMiddot and Mussar: Self Improvement the Jewish Way!ó 

 
 

Friday Night Lecture Series 
Friday, January 23 during 7:00 p.m. Shabbat service 

Dr. Marty Cohenõs topic: òWas Christopher Columbus of Jewish Origin?ó 
 
 

Theodicy ð The Study of God and Evil 
Monday, January 26 at 7:30 p.m. 

Join Rabbi Drill for a year of exploring the question of why bad things happen 
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A new year approachesðone wordðWow! Another incredible Mitzvah Day as the OJC 

community came together in a mission of Tikkun Olam. Todah Rabah to all of the OJC volunteers 

who came out that day and helped with many of the wonderful projects that were going on from 

early in the morning until late in the afternoon. We would also like to thank the ladies in the kitchen:  

Barbara Brumer, Adele Garber, Carmel Rosenthal and Gladys Weiss for helping to feed many of 

those volunteers a great hot lunch! Tikkun Olam ï ñHeal the worldò ï words to live by as we move 

into 2009.  
 

There will always be many exciting things that you can be a part of. January is starting off with a 

bang. Join us for our Sisterhood Shabbat on January 16-17 as we welcome a truly gifted scholar, 

poet, and teacher, Merle Feld. Come out and see how special the Sisterhood Shabbat weekend is. For 

more information call Faye Dinowitz at (845) 353-1934. Donôt miss our Sisterhood Book Chat on 

January 22 at 7:00 as we discuss Not Me by Michael Lavigne. For more information please call 

Rhoda Pochter at (845) 359-4748. 
 

Stay tuned for our upcoming electronic catalog for our gift shop. More details will follow in the 

coming months. We will be your ñSource for Everything Jewish.ò In the meantime donôt forget to 

visit the gift shop and check out our new arrivals. Competitive pricing is guaranteed, there are no 

delivery charges, and excellent service is free! Call Frieda Seidner (845) 359-6366 or Gladys Weiss 

(845) 359-2318 for all of your Judaica needs! 
 

As always, many of these events are captured in our community video galleryðhttp://www.the 

ojc.org/communityatlarge.htm. Come visit and relive many of these magical moments. 
 

For more details on these and all of our events, please remember to check your mailings, the weekly 

newsletter: ñThis Week @ the OJC,ò and the OJC website: http:www.theojc.org. Please support our 

programs, gift shop, and fundraisers. We are here for you and the 

entire OJC community. Make the OJC Sisterhood your Sisterhood! 
 

Cindy &  Cedine 

Where youôll always find a friendly face! 
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Menôs Club: Happenings 
 

Before I discuss the calendar, I want to thank the men who braved the cold on Mitzvah Day 

to take down the sukkah. They were Dan Ames, Mark Dymond, Karl Hess, David Klein, 

Harold Koppel, Art Kupferman, Jeff Lance, Allen Levinson, Jeff Lewis, Phil Mosner, Alan 

Pressman, Mike Steckler, and Jack Teadore. Great work guysða little over 3 hours to take 

down and store the sukkahða new record. 

 

One of the problems with the sukkah is the difficulty in putting it up. It takes about 8-10 

hours of hard work and manpower. To that end, we have formed a committee to explore designing a new 

sukkah. If you have ideas or suggestions, please contact me. 

 

As far as the calendar goes, I only need to look at mine to recognize that most of us are very busy. If you have 

school age children, your calendar is probably insane. I remember what mine was like: school events, sports, 

Hebrew school, shopping (food, clothes, etc.), medical appointments, and of course social events.   

 

The Menôs Club is competing for space on that calendar. To that end, we are trying to provide programming 

that you have asked for. As with many OJC programs, some are free and some have a costðremember the new 

sukkah we are hoping to build. 

 

On Sunday, January 11, we will have a financial talk, not about where to put your money, but rather about the 

financial questions you should be asking at different points in your life. Also in January we will begin collecting 

applications for the Bruce Cowen Scholarship so that the scholarship may be awarded at the Hudson Valley 

Region Man of the Year/Student of the Year Dinner in May. 

 

February brings two entertainment events that have a charge. First, on Saturday, February 7 is the Comedy 

Night with the OJC Religious School. There will be professional comedians followed by a series of comedy 

skits and song parodies featuring some well-known members of the OJC community. Given the economy, we 

all could use some laughs. 

 

Saturday, February 14, will be a DJ and karaoke night. A chance to leave the kids at home, to dance and sing to 

songs we actually know the words to and just forget our troubles. The karaoke program will award prizes for the 

best individual and group performances.   

 

April will bring three events: the Yellow Candle program to commemorate the Holocaust (you will be hearing 

more shortly), the Menôs Club Shabbat, and a Sunday morning program with a special guest speaker. 

 

So mark down those dates on your calendar and come join us. 
 

 

Sincerely, 

Bart Bookman 
Menôs Club President 

 
 
 

 



 10 

 

Tanakh Thoughts                     by Marty Cohen 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We conclude our series examining the leading characters of the Scroll of Esther with the H-name. Yes, the man 

we love to boo. 

 

With the exception of Haman, the characters in the play remain a mystery. We can only surmise their thoughts 

and we never really know the emotions they are experiencing. However, to quote from the play, Haman was 

ñfilled with wrath,ò he was ñmerry and lighthearted,ò he ñcontrolled himself,ò he was ñpleasedò with an idea, he 

ñhastened home in grief,ò he ñwas humiliated,ò and so on. 

 

To a large extent, the roles of the King, Esther and Mordechai are defined by their relationships with Haman, so 

much so that some scholars see the whole point of the story as a morality tale about Haman: who he was, what 

he tried to do, and what happened to him. 

 

First and foremost, he is an evil person consumed by overwhelming pride and ambition. He is not content with 

the very high station he has achieved, that of second in command in the empire. He is so full of himself that he 

lets a trivial incident of one manôs refusing to bow down to him dominate his thoughts and ruin his happiness. 

Then, too, perhaps being number two is not good enough for him. When he suggests that the man whom the 

king wants to honor (thinking it to be himself, not Mordechai) should be led through the streets in the kingôs 

garments, on the kingôs horse and even wearing the royal crown, it is not too difficult to imagine Haman 

thinking of himself as the next king. At the time the play was written, audiences would have understood 

Hamanôs suggestions to be an act of insurrection. Elsewhere in the Bible, when Solomonôs defeated rival, 

Prince Adonijah, asks to have one of Davidôs concubines, Solomon has the man slain. It is clear that you donôt 

ask for anything that belongs to a king unless you have ambitions to take over that role for yourself.  

 

Second, there is a very strong message of measure for measure. Hamanôs plans not only come to naught but 

they turn around eventually and do him in. He tries to kill a Jew (Mordechai) for not prostrating himself before 

Haman and it turns out Haman gets killed because in his terror he prostrates himself before a Jew (Esther.) He 

builds gallows to hang his enemy on and his presumably equally evil sons are hanged on those gallows. With 

the Kingôs acquiescence, he plans to seize all the property of the Jews and it turns out that his family fortune is 

seized and turned over by the King to a Jew (Esther.)   

 

It is not known exactly when the Scroll of Esther was written, though clearly it is a very late bookðperhaps the 

last of the books to become canonized. (It is interesting that the Jews of Ethiopia, who lost contact with the rest 

of world Jewry some time during the Greek period, had knowledge of all of Tanakh except for Esther.) Some 

surmise that the author, not being able to attack a Greek tyrant directly, went back in history a couple of 

hundred years to the earlier Persian period, and while poking fun at Haman and bringing him down, was 

actually thinking of a contemporary despot. No one fits this description better than Antiochus IV, the villainous 

monarch of the Chanukah times. It is noteworthy that Haman accuses the Jews before the King of being 

different, with their own rules and customs. Antiochus persecuted the Jews of his day for the very same reason. 

Therefore, the message of the Scroll about a character named Haman may well have been a coded warning to or 

about a real historical person named Antiochus.   
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From the Editor: 
 
Continuing from last month: I am now typing with two hands and my sling is gone. Progress? Perhaps. But 

since everything in life seems to be a trade-off (either the sanctuary is too hot or too cold, take your pick) 

progress has to be viewed in a relative way (the sanctuary is a little too hot or a little too cold). In my case, itôs 

the physical therapy that accompanies the progress thatôs a beast. I needed to know why physical therapy is a 

Good Thing. If itôs a Good Thing. 

 

I looked all over Pirke Avot but couldnôt find any references to physical therapy. There was plenty about the 

sickness of the soul and all, but nothing about P.T. So I flipped through Leviticus, arriving at 19:14, where it 

says not to put a stumbling block before the blind, but it doesnôt say what to do when the blind trips over the 

stumbling block and dislocates a shoulder. 

 

Maimonides was a physician, among other things, so I rapidly read everything he ever wrote but all I could 

come up with was something about doing no harm. Thatôs all well and good when you donôt need physical 

therapy. But when you do, the amount of harm you experience (in the form of agonizing pain) shoots that 

theory to Gehenna. Maimonides probably never had to deal with a shoulder wrenched from everything it was 

ever attached to by a deceptively petite and pretty physical therapist with the strength of all the armies of 

Philistia. So Maimonides supplied me with no decent proof texts for the value of P.T. 

 

Moving on along, I raced through Psalms. I dimly recalled that David did a lot of kvetching about his condition 

and I was right! In Psalm 6, he complains, ñO Lord, heal me, for my bones are in agony.ò  And in Psalm 22, he 

whines, ñAll my bones are out of joint.ò And in Psalm 31, he cries, ñMy strength fails because of my affliction 

and my bones grow weak.ò Fine. Davidôs bones and mine are one in our affliction. But not one psalm mentions 

a single word about physical therapy!  

 

Where else to look? I knew I had to seek a solution elsewhere. Then I read in the Israeli Inquirer that 

archaeologists have recently discovered a treatise on pain, written by Rabbi Sickness ben Trauma of the 

Babylonian Exile period. However, all that remains is the fragment of a scroll. Scholars working on its 

translation have been able to figure out some of the words. This is what they have deciphered so far: ñIt hurts by 

me the whole head,ò ñYou shouldnôt know from this agony,ò and ñGimme chicken soup.ò There are also some 

nasty words in Babylonian script, but there is no mention of physical therapy, though the connection between 

the two should be obvious. This proves only that physical therapy must have been discovered sometime after 

the Babylonian Exile. I couldôve figured that out all by myself.  

 

The only place left to explore was the physical therapy site itself. Surely there must be some clues as to its 

worth! So at my next session I examined the place in detail. Above the entranceway was the sign, ñAbandon all 

hope, ye who enter here.ò Though a bit stern, the language seemed biblical, so I was encouraged. After all, if it 

says ñyeò it must be wisdom literature. The next sign was over the receptionistôs desk and it read, ñPray now.ò 

Okay, fine. It is biblical. On closer scrutiny, I saw that the sign actually said ñPay now,ò and that made 

something of a difference. Still, I wasnôt too upset. Then I entered the actual therapy area where I was greeted 

by a life-sized human skeleton. It grinned at me. That was reassuring. Bad things donôt usually  grin at you.  

 

So I submitted to treatment. It was Not Fun. Now I can say with Job, ñOh man, does this hurt!ò However, 

working through the pain, I can now reveal that I have signed on to pitch for the Mets next season. There you 

goðanother one of lifeôs little trade-offs. No pain, no salary in the millions. 
 

Judy Cohen 
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Hereõs Another Chance For Rosinaõs Book 

An Organized Siddur, A Great New Look  

 

Your Siddur Will Take You To New Heights  

As You Daven With All Your Might  

 

Sign up now to learn about Weekday & Shabbat Services  

KNOWLEDGE OF HEBREW NOT NECESSARY  

 

Weekday Services (inc. minya n) 1/11 & 1/25 @ 1PM  

Shabbat Services 2/1 & 2/8 @ 1:00 PM  

(Attendance at both classes per service is mandatory)  

 

Donation of $85 (includes a Siddur Sim Shalom & tee shirt)  

($64 if you already have a Siddur ð includes a tee shirt)  

 

Make check payable to OJC  

RSVP by Jan. 8
th

 for Weekday services  

RSVP by Jan. 29
th

 for Shabbat services  

(You will not be billed through the office) 
(All proceeds go to the synagogue) 

Rosina Hirsh / 103 Hardwood Drive / Tappan, NY  10983 
845-365-3096 / Email:  hirshiebar@verizon.net 

 

 

Name___________________________________ 
 

Telephone #_______________________  Email Address _____________________ 
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Calling all fun -loving  

Hazak  hevre  
 
 
 
 
 

you are cordially invited to the  
 

L]|]oad ]j` F]v]g Qajekn Nnki 
 

Your dates are already invited! 
Come enjoy pizza, ñgraduation cakeò & punch, 
the music of the ó40s, ó50s and ó60s and 

socializing with the fabulous teens of the OJC! 
 

Ua|na _kqjpejc kj ukq pk kqp-swing, out -jive  
and  even  

out -feppan^qc kqn L]|]oad ge`o  
 

Tuesday, January 13, 6:30 ï 8:30 pm 
 

Put on your dancing shoes!  
 

RSVP to Rabbi Drill at 845-359-5920 x8 or Rabbi.Drill@theojc.org 

mailto:Rabbi.Drill@theojc.org
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Please join us  

January 16 and 17  
 

Friday evening services 6:00pm  
Dinner following services  

 

Our gu est speaker  
Scholar, Poet and Teacher  

                                                                    

Merle Feld  
 

Will be teaching us  
Friday evening, Shabbat morning and during Seudah Shlishi  

  
    Sisterhood women will lead Friday evening and Saturd ay services  

Á Kiddush lunch  
Á Afternoon study followed by Seudah Shlishi  
 

Please complete this form for  
 

FRIDAY NIGNT DINNER RESERVATIONS  
 

Send it along with your check (made out to OJC Sisterhood) to:  
Faye Dinowitz, 103 Gedney Street #1K, Nyack, NY 10960  
Pho ne #: 845 -353-1934, e-mail: fdinowitz6@aol.com  

 

Donation: $20 Per adult, $10 Per child (12 years and younger) Family Maximum $65  
 
Name__________________________________________________________________ 
Number of Adults_________________ Number of Children___ __________ 
Phone Number_______________________ 
 

Please RSVP by January 8, 2009  
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Ongoing Learning at the OJC  
presents a special opportunity to  
learn with Scholar, Poet, Teacher  

 

Merle Feld ! 
 

Sisterhood  Scholar-in-Residence Merle Feld will stay with us  
through Sunday morning to facilitate her nationally renowned spiritual 
writersô workshops. 
 

When? Sunday January 18, 2009,10:00 ð 11:30 am  
 
Who?  Aspiring writers, wannabe writers, and even never -
before -picked -up -a-pen writers  

 
RSVP Rabbi Drill at 845 -359 -5920 x8 or Rabbi.Drill@theojc.org   

mailto:Rabbi.Drill@theojc.org
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HAZAK PRESENTS 

 

 
THE JEWS OF NEW YORK  

 
Tuesday, January 20

th
 2009 

 

                                              òCHAI  TEAó 

 
12:30 PM TO 2:30 PM 

 
Donation:  $8.00 members  $12.00 guests 

PBS Documentary profiles Jewish individuals and institutions that changed the face of 
New York, woven together with expert commentary, to present a broad spectrum of the 

ways in which the Jewish community has impacted secular New York life from the 
earliest immigrants through today. 

ȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣ 
 
 

RSVP by Thursday, January 15, to Carmel Rosenthal (845) 358-2522 
                                                or return tear-off with your check & mail to:  
 

Att: Carmel Rosenthal, OJC, 8 Independence Ave., Orangeburg, NY 10962 
#of members attending: _______   Name: ______________________________________ 
                Name: ______________________________________ 
#of guests attending:      _______  Name: ______________________________________ 
     Name: ______________________________________ 
Amount Enclosed________ 
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OJC Is Going Green! 
 

 

 
Repairing the World (Tikkun Olam) 

Saving the Environment 

Saving $$$$$$$$ 
 

Q_¡p_łb_[l^łsioł[h^łq_¡l_łihłiolłq[słnił`crcha 

what needs fixing. Stay tuned for more information  

`ligłiolłAl__hł=iggcnn__(łCn¡mł[ffłaii^ý 

 

Q_¡l_łL[\\cłM]b_``ł[h^łL[\\cł>lcffł[h^łq_ł[jjlip_łnbcmł

message! 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

ñA disturbing yet tender read . . . Michael Lavigne tells his 

intriguing story with intelligence, sensitivity, and flashes of 

scintillating wit.ò 
                                                                                          
Please RSVP to Rhoda Pochter (845) 359-4748 or 

Roleero@aol.com 
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OJC Religious School Presents:  

òWHATõS ON YOUR MIND?ó 
Prepare to be astounded as your deepest thoughts are revealed!  

 

Saturday, February 7, 2009 

7:30 p.m. 
A NIGHT OF ILLUSION WITH MENTALIST, 

DAVID LEVITAN 

 
 

WITH A SPECIAL GUEST PERFORMANCE BY THE OJC 
MENõS CLUB 

 

Snacks, dessert, and coffee will be served.  
BYOKB (Bring your own kosher beverage)  

Donation:  
$25 per person, $30 at the door 

 

Send the form below before January 20, along with your check made out to OJC to:  
Pam Berg, 556 Barr Court, River Vale, NJ  07675 

Questions?  Call Pam at (201) 573-1660 or email at dae24124@optonline.net 

 
 
  Name____________________________________________________________________ 
 
  Email________________________________ Phone Number_____________________ 
 
  # Attending_____________________Amount Enclosed________________________ 

mailto:dae24124@optonline.net
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January Bônai Mitzvah 
 

Evan Dymond 
 

Our son, Evan, is a 7th grade student at Holdrum Middle School in River Vale, New Jersey. He will be celebrating his Bar 

Mitzvah on January 10, 2009. Evans loves sports, but baseball is his passion. Heôs been playing T-ball since pre-K. He 

also loves music and spending time with his friends. Evan is full of life, with a twinkle in his eyes and a smile that can 

light up a room. We are grateful to Rabbi Scheff, Rabbi Drill, Cantor Yucht, Sandy Borowsky, and all the teachers 

through the years for their support and guidance in preparing Evan for this special day in his life. We are very proud of 

Evan and wish him all the best life has to offer. 
With love always, 

Mom and Dad 
Samantha Wertheim 
 

Samantha Wertheim will be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on January 24, 2009. She is a 7th grade student at the 

Reuben Gittelman Hebrew Day School, which she has attended since pre-school. Sami is an amazing big sister to her 

brother Eric and dog Hurricane. She is full of life and always has a smile on her face. Her compassion for others is 

limitless and she always stands up for what she believes is right. Sami loves sports and has been playing basketball and 

softball since she was five years old. 

 

For her Mitzvah Project, Sami will be raising money for the Wounded Warriors Project. This organization is dedicated to 

providing support and services to severely injured service members on the road to healing, both physically and mentally 

ñfrom battlefield to bedsideò and beyond. 

 

We are incredibly proud of Samantha and look forward to sharing this special day with our OJC family. 

 

Janice and Craig Wertheim 
 

 

RHODA BLOOM KOSHER FOOD PANTRY  
 

ITEMS NEEDED: Cans of white or sweet potatoes; tea bags (48 count); cans of coffee. 
 

 

 

All items need    U   or K symbol. 

 

Donations of $1 or more will be 

cheerfully accepted. Please send your  

donations to the OJC office with your dues. 

 

Do a mitzvah and volunteer to help with  

this ongoing project.  

Call Cedine Issman (845) 359-5207 or  

Susan Klein (845) 354-3653 to sign up. 
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