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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 Never Too Busy For You! 
When people ask why I am so happy being a rabbi at the Orangetown Jewish Center, my answer always 

begins with loving the people here. I love knowing you: your stories, concerns, beliefs, joys and sorrows. 

When you entrust me with a spiritual concern or a family dilemma or one of the stories of your life, I feel 

like I am being asked to guard precious treasure. It is a responsibility that I take seriously, and it is this very 

responsibility that makes my rabbinate so meaningful. In other words, individual congregants and their 

needsðyouðare the most important part of my work as a rabbi. 

Very often, when you call Rabbi Scheff or me, you begin by saying, ñI know how busy you areò or ñI hate to 

bother you knowing what your schedule is like, but . . .ò If you have been one of these callers, then you know that the answer 

you receive is, ñOf course not!  I am never too busy for you.ò You have found that we do indeed have time. We have talked or 

made a meeting that very week. Still, I worry that some of you donôt believe us. I am concerned that some of you donôt call at 

all because you think itôs an imposition. The truth is, we are busy. Our days are filled with teaching, counseling, pastoral visits, 

community work, life cycle events, meetings and prayer . . . and of course, the study and preparation for all of these tasks. But 

what is our priority? You! 

Youðeach precious, individual one of youðare our very work. Knowing you, listening to you, teaching you and counseling 

youðthis is our rabbinate. The rest finds its place. Jewish tradition addresses the tension between the needs of the community 

and the individual. Countless examples seem to insist that the needs of the individual are subsumed by those of the community. 

One unusual statement by Hillel, however, offers an alternative ethic:   

               ñIf I am here, everything is here; but if I am not here, who is here?ò  (Talmud Bavli, Sukkah 53a) 

Not exactly crystal clear, I know. One interpretation, however, is that each person contains all things within him- or herself. In 

other words, each congregant represents the synagogue as a whole. A great Torah leyner, a daily davener committed to minyan, 

a consistent student, a wise teacher, a mensch who daily performs deeds of loving kindnessðeach person is the OJC. We all 

feel pride in such a person and feel that he or she represents the best in our community. Likewise, every congregant in need, 

each person who is unwell or lonely or finding it hard to connect to our communityðeach of these people too is the OJC. We 

are only as good as our ability to support and encourage our strongest members and our weakest ones. The way that Rabbi 

Scheff and I envision our roles at the OJC is that we meet the needs of the greater community through meeting the needs of 

each individual.  We want to know you. 

You donôt have to have a problem to call. Maybe you just want to have a talk with one of your rabbis about a Torah question or 

an insight into one of the holidays. Perhaps you have difficult questions about the nature of the human condition. We do not 

always have answers but we always listen. Sometimes thatôs enough.  Perhaps you will call one of us to have a cup of tea, a 

walk over to the park, or an extended conversation sitting in a quiet, empty sanctuary. We have one additional offer to be with 

you panim el panim, face to face. At the end of this summer into the early fall, we will be offering a unique way to prepare for 

the High Holy Days. Most of us do not neglect our annual checkups with our doctor, optometrist and dentist. (Well, maybe I do 

tend to avoid the dentisté) Rabbi Scheff and I will be offering you an opportunity to meet with one of us for a Spiritual 

Checkup. We will ask you questions and listen with open hearts to help you ascertain the health of your soul! This is one more 

way that we hope to impress upon you the truth that we are never too busy for you! When we embrace the sanctuary full of two 

hundred and ninety of you, how much more meaningful it is when we look from face to face and feel that we know you. Thatôs 

what a community means to us. 

Kol tuv, all the best, 

Rabbi Paula Mack Drill 
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How to Reach Us 

 
Synagogue Officeééééééééééééééééé. Phone # 845-359-5920ééééééééé.. Fax # 845-398-1646 
  Office@theojc.org 
Administratorééééééééééééééééééé. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Bookkeeperéééééééééééééééééééé Helen Barnettééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 107 
Office Assistant/Donationsééééééééééééé Jacquie Kroenungééééééééééé.845-359-5920 ext. 108 
 
Rabbiééééééééééééééééééééééé Craig Schefféééééééééééééé 845-359-5920 ext. 3 
Associate Rabbiéééééééééééééééééé Paula Mack Drilléééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 103 
Cantoréééééééééééééééééééééé.. Vadim Yuchtéééééééééééééé845-359-5920 ext. 105 
School/Educational Directoréééééééééééé.. Sandra Borowskyééééééééééé..845-398-3982 ext. 110 
Youth Directorééééééééééééééééééé .Sharon Rappaportééééééééééé845-623-2990 
 
Presidentééééééééééééééééééééé. Barry Friedmanéééééééééééé.. 845-641-6367 (cell) 
  845-398-8159 (home) 
1

st
 Vice Presidentééééééééééééééééé.. Kim Lori Sokolééééééééééééé845-398-2910 

Vice Presidentééééééééééééééééééé Andy Blauééééééééééééééé 845-365-0543 
Vice Presidentééééééééééééééééééé Jeffry Horowitz   éééééééééééé845-353-8996 
Treasurerééééééééééééééééééééé. Glenn Hirshéééééééééééééé. 845-365-3096 
Financial Secretaryéééééééééééééééé...Martin Marksééééééééééééé.. 845-638-6909 

Recording Secretaryéééééééééééééééé Hara Hartman........................................845-634-6093 

Corresponding SecretaryééééééééééééééMichael Parkeséééééééé..éé.é....845-627-6104 
 
Book of Life Donationsééééééééééééééé Renee Priceééééééééééééé.....845-634-7244 
Book of Remembranceééééééééééééééé Helen Atlaséééééééééééééé..845-359-4030 
Bulletin Editorééééééééééééééééééé Judy Cohenéééééééééééééé.845-359-5923 
Calendarééééééééééééééééééééé.. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Calendarééééééééééééééééééééé.. Cedine Issmanéééééééééééé..  845-359-5207 
Catering/Kiddushiméééééééééééééééé. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Catering/Kiddushiméééééééééééééééé. Henry Rosenéééééééééééééé845-624-5934 
Cemetery Co-Chairéééééééééééééééé.. Abe Barbashéééééééééé.ééé. 845-735-7226 
Cemetery Co-Chairéééééééééééééééé... Arthur Sandersééééééééééé.é..845-638-0473 
Facility Chairééééééééééééééééééé.. Peter Tarleyéééééééééééééé.845-357-0645 
Associate Facility Chairéééééééééééééé.. Dave Kalanéééééééééééééé.. 845-359-6314 
Food Pantry Co-Chairééééééééééééééé.. Cedine Issmanééééééééééééé845-359-5207 
Food Pantry Co-Chairééééééééééééééé.. Susan Kleinéééééééééééééé 845-354-3653 
Insuranceééééééééééééééééééééé.Abe Barbashééééééééééééé.. 845-735-7226 
Israeli Affairsééééééééééééééééééé.. Jeffry Horowitzéééééééééééé.. 845-353-8996 
Israeli Affairsééééééééééééééééééé.. Allen Levinsonéééééééééééé.. 201-934-9254 
Legal Co-ChairéééééééééééééééééééArthur Sanderséééééééééééé. 845-638-0473 
Legal Co ChairéééééééééééééééééééIrwin Portnoyééééééééééééé..845-562-1028 
Membership Recruitment Co-Chairééééééééé. Esther Berkowitzéééééééééééé845-365-0060 
Membership Recruitment Co-Chairééééééééé. Evelyn Winikofféééééééééééé. 845-358-2564 
Men's Club Presidentééééééééééééééé.. Bart Bookmanééééééééééééé 845-942-2736 
OJC Directoryééééééééééééééééééé.Janet Milleréééééééééééééé. 845-359-7647 
OJC Directoryééééééééééééééééééé.Andrea Sherman..ééééééééééé..845-634-2256 
Publicity/Advertisingéééééééééééééééé Walter Goldmanéééééééééééé. 845-362-0121 
Ritual Chairéééééééééééééééééééé. Ken Lefféééééééééééééééé845-353-8668 
Ritual Committee/ Bar/Bat Aliyah Listsééééééé.. Lloyd Fishmanééééééééééééé201-476-9668 
School Board Co-PresidentéééééééééééééHara Hartmanééééééééééééé..845-634-6093 
School Board Co-President/éé.éééééééééé..Sharon Aachéééééééééééé.é..201-476-1050 
Sisterhood Co-Presidentéééééééééééééé.Cindy Levineééééééééééééé.. 845-398-3645 
Sisterhood Co-Presidentéééééééééééééé.Cedine Issmanéééééééééééé.. 845-359-5207 
Sisterhood Gift ShopééééééééééééééééFrieda Seidnerééééééééééééé 845-359-6366 
Social Action/Good & WelfareééééééééééééMadeline Roimisheréééééééééé. 845-359-4846 
Special DuesééééééééééééééééééééFaye Dinowitzééééééééééééé 845-353-1934 
Web Site ï www.TheOJC.org:éééééééééééé.Marc Levineéééééééééééééé845-398-3645 
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A Renewable Source of Energythe OJC! 

 

This article is my final message to you as president of the OJC. When I took office during my first 

term in July 2002, a congregant asked me a simple but dramatic question, which, strangely enough, I 

had not yet considered: ñSo, what are your goals for the next two years as president?ò Two hard 

truths came to my consciousness. I had not entirely considered the possibility that I now shared a 

responsibility for leading a congregation forward and that the way forward did not necessarily have 

a predestined route. When that term ended in June 2004 I was both satisfied and relieved. The 

synagogueôs expansion project was completed, the congregation was thriving, and the Religious School was growing. We 

had added a new position of associate rabbi and there was shalom bayit. The OJC continued to flourish under the able 

leadership of Arthur Sanders for the next two years. 
 

When I accepted the presidency again, two years ago, I challenged myself with that same question regarding my goals and 

determined that along with continued growth of the congregation, Religious and Nursery Schools, developing a 

succession of lay leadership was of great importance. Like any volunteer organization, the OJC has a core of energetic, 

dedicated, and skilled leaders always ready to answer the call when there is a need. As our congregation has continued to 

grow like few others over the last two years, our need for volunteers has grown exponentially. The OJC professionals, the 

members of the clergy, educational and youth directors, have been very successful in creating our active, educated and 

vibrant Jewish community in southern Rockland that is eager to study, to learn about ourselves, and to reach out to those 

in need in our world community. This love of learning has created the necessity for more educational programming, 

greater outreach services, and of course, the enlistment and involvement of still more volunteers. We need look no further 

than to the Dr. Seymour Cohen Torah Project and the 60-to-60 Celebration of Israel programs to confirm this.   
 

As we begin the 2008ï2009 fiscal year, welcoming a new OJC Executive Board and Board of Trustees, I am confident 

that our congregation will be in strong and capable hands for many years to come. The nominating committee, chaired by 

Past-President Arthur Sanders, presented the congregation with a group of women and men who have volunteered to 

continue the work of those pioneers who began the OJC almost sixty years ago. We now have a board with a very healthy 

mix of experienced trustees and enthusiastic individuals who will be serving their first terms.   
 

I am grateful to the members of the Executive Board, several of whom served with me during all four years of my 

presidency. Together we learned about collaboration and compromise. We set our own goals for service, taught each 

other, learned from each other, and pushed ourselves to consider alternative opinions, developing friendships and growing 

during the process. My thanks go to the Board of Trustees. They always gave generously of their time and gave serious 

consideration to important matters before our congregation. Their openness and respectfulness when confronted with 

divergent opinions and suggestions is commendable. 
 

God bless our spiritual leaders. Rabbi Scheff, Rabbi Drill, and Cantor Yucht continuously give of themselves to sustain 

us. They inspire and challenge us to set individual goals that stretch us beyond our comfort level while supporting us in 

those endeavors. I found the strength to serve this congregation from them. They are the core of this community, pulling 

us together to enrich our souls. 
 

There are extraordinary challenges for lay leaders in a large organization that encourages participation and a free 

exchange of ideas. That challenge is compounded when most of the leadership and workers are volunteers who have 

competing responsibilities in other aspects of their lives. I am grateful to office administrator Krista Bohn, Helen Barnett, 

and Martin Gannon, and the part-time members of our support staff who have been a continuous source of knowledge and 

skills and make it possible for this organization to be effective every day.  
 

I am looking forward to celebrating with the congregation in the autumn when we honor Rosina and Glenn Hirsh and 

Dina and Cantor Vadim Yucht. We will be providing you with details of this special event soon. 
 

I wish you all a restful and pleasurable summer. 

Bôshalom, 

Barry 
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Twenty-five years ago, when Nohra and I first joined the OJCðohmigosh, did I really just 

write ñ25 years agoò?! Twenty-five years ago and for many years after that we were the 

youngest ñregularsò attending services; now I imagine a lot of people look at us as part of 

the older generation who were here ñBCò (Before Craig Scheff). At any rate, twenty-five years ago, when 

Nohra and I first joined the OJC, summer was vacation time from Judaism. Our services dwindled from a 

whopping 20-25 attendance during the other seasons down to numbers where we had to pray to even get a 

minyan on Shabbat. Religion just didnôt seem to fit into most peopleôs summer activities. I expressed the idea a 

few times that we should install a neon sign to advise people passing by the intersection of Independence Ave. 

and Lowe Lane or driving past the synagogue on the way to the tennis courts in the park next door (how many 

of you are even aware we have a park and tennis courts next door?) how many more we needed to make a 

minyan. But then, Jews arenôt supposed to actually count the minyan. 

 

Today, ñADò (After Dominance of the RocklandïBergen County Jewish scene), thank goodness, we have 

heretofore undreamed of attendance during summer Shabbat services. Judaism no longer goes on hiatus after 

Memorial Day. Of course, our Shavuot all-night study session has become an event to look forward to, and we 

can count on a nice attendance at both the sunrise service and the 9 a.m. service on June 9
th
, as well as at our 

Yizkor services on the evening of June 9
th
 and the morning of June 10

th
. 

 

Tisha BôAv, a day of public mourning for the loss of both the first and second Temples in Jerusalem and the 

beginning of a long exile for the Jewish people, occurs this year from sundown on August 9
th
 through sundown 

on August 10
th
. Attendance at our candlelight service has become a regular summertime event for many 

congregants. At times we have traveled to Camp Ramah in Nyack to join their staff in the chanting of the Book 

of Lamentations; in recent years we have returned to the air-conditioned comfort of the OJC, with an open 

invitation from Camp Ramah remaining for anyone wanting to attend there. It is said that Tisha BôAv was pre-

ordained in the Torah, the ninth of Av being the day on which the spies sent into the promised land gave their 

negative report of the land, resulting in the 40-year trek in the desert which our people took after leaving Egypt.  

The Mishnah tells us that on the day of accepting the spiesô false report and displaying a lack of faith in the 

might of God, God decreed the future destructions of Jerusalem and exile that took place years later on the ninth 

of Av. The ninth of Av has been a day of calamity for the Jews throughout the ages. In 1492 the expulsion from 

Spain began on Tisha BôAv. Today, Tisha BôAv is observed as a day of fasting and of Jewish congregations 

coming together to remember the sad events of this date in history. 

 

So enjoy your summer, but remember that the OJC is open for business 365 days a year. Our daily minyans 

continue (hopefully with the strength in attendance promised by the new minyan system which will be starting 

shortly). Our morning minyans continue on Sundays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays. Shabbat services and Kiddush 

luncheons take place as always, and your Ritual Committee meets to plan the upcoming High Holiday Services.   

 

Just about the only thing that stops for summer at the OJC is this column (as well as the other columns in the 

Shaliach), as our editor gives us two months off from our duties of creative writingðthank you, oh generous 

editor. 

 

Enjoy your summer, and see you in shul! 

 

 

Ken Leff  
Ritual Chair 
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 From the Educationa  
 

As our Religious School year concludes, it is time to reflect on our achievements and plan for 

our future. It has been a pleasure to watch our students grow educationally, spiritually, culturally 

and socially while experiencing the joys of being Jewish. Our spiraling curriculum has enhanced 

our studentsô Hebrew language, reading, writing, and vocabulary skills. Our Religious Schoolôs 

individual grade Shabbatot and mitzvot projects, combined with creative learning experiences 

that explored our traditions, holidays, history, Israel, mitzvot, life cycle, values and ethics, augmented our studentsô 

knowledge and character. Our innovative school-wide holiday programs, special cultural arts presentations, 

curriculum-related field trips, workshops and an enrichment program, as well as our studentsô involvement in the 

OJCôs synagogue events, have helped to nurture each childôs Jewish knowledge, growth, identity and community 

spirit.    

For Yom HaôShoah, our fourth through seventh graders viewed and discussed the extraordinary movie Paper Clips. 

Our school-wide Yom HaôAtzmaut celebration was a ñTour of Israelò with ñstopsò in Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, Eilat and 

Safed. We commemorated Lag BôOmer with games, races, and, of course, ice cream. For the end of the year, our 

students had a Zimriyah (songfest) with each class performing under the direction of our music teacher, Michael 

Scolnick. We are grateful and proud that our school offers a vast variety of opportunities and experiences to link 

Jewish learning to Jewish living. Our students donôt only have books to turn to; they have experiences, habits, 

understanding, and vibrant, meaningful memories. 

With thankfulness, our Religious School has truly achieved strong partnerships with our clergy, educators, parents 

and the entire synagogue community. Todah Rabbah to Rabbi Scheff for his guidance, wisdom, warmth and for 

being an integral part of our Religious School as well as teaching our sixth graders. Many thanks to Rabbi Drill for 

sharing her creativity, spirituality, and knowledge with all our students at community davening and parasha study 

and also for teaching our seventh graders. Sincere thanks to our wonderful, dedicated, professional educators for a 

vibrant, enjoyable Jewish learning environment for our students: Esther Berkowitz, Shlomo Berkowitz, Rachelle 

Krausz, Cortney Kuperman, Alison Metzgroff, Rabbi Leana Moritt, Sharon Pollack, Sharon Rappaport, Jared 

Rosenbloom, Lisa Schwartz, Miriam Silber, Robin Sokol, and Chaya Weisberg. Thank you to our terrific teachersô 

aides, who were great role models for our children and helped in our classrooms: Adam Berg, Daniel Berg, Haley 

Coopersmith, Amanda Dolber, Eric Dolber, Gabrielle Freedman, Eric Hirsh, Adam Kaplan, Allison Kleinberger, 

Alana Sokol, and Greg Yucht. A special thanks to my office assistant, Dana Kaplan, for her warmth, skills, 

reliability and hard work, which have always been so truly valuable and appreciated. Mere words cannot express my 

gratitude for her years of dedication to our school. We are proud of Dana, Daniel, and Amanda as they go off to 

college. Our Religious School is very grateful to Sharon Aach and Hara Hartman, our School Board Co-Presidents, 

and our entire School Board, whose everlasting energy is constantly devoted to providing a superior education for all 

the children at the OJC. I would like to thank our class mothers and the many volunteers who helped with our 

fundraisers, drove on field trips, set up at holiday and cultural arts programs, and assisted with curriculum-related 

art/educational experiences in our school. I wish I could mention every person individually for the full accolades that 

are deserved, but the list of all our dedicated volunteers would take up many pages in this bulletin. The efforts of our 

volunteers are truly reflected in the happiness and progress of our children, as well as the growing success of our 

Religious School. I would like to thank OJC President Barry Friedman, Treasurer Glenn Hirsh, the OJC Boards, 

Sisterhood, Menôs Club, Youth Community, our office personnel, and custodial staff for their devoted support, 

efforts, and energy.  

Thank you to our wonderful parents for sharing their terrific children with our Religious School community. Your 

commitment to your childrenôs Jewish education is admirable and your support of our school is truly appreciated. It 

is a great pleasure to share the ñnachasò of watching your children grow Jewishly.  
 

Most important, I would like to thank each student for making our school a happy community of dedicated learners 

and for a truly productive, successful, enjoyable school year! Yasher Koach to ALL our fantastic students! You are 

terrific!    
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Our Religious School Graduation will take place on Friday evening, June 6th. A special Mazal Tov to our graduates: 

Jenna Baitler, Colby Cohen, Rachel Damin, Jordan Dubbs, Samantha Heitzner, Jason Kleinberger, Aaron 

Lesserson, Stephanie Levy, Gabrielle Ment, Andy Mosner, Rebecca Mosner, Joshua Panter, Zachary Pavolic, 

Chloe Rabinowitz, Lucas Ruderman, Allison Waldman, Daniel Weiner, and Benjamin Yassky.  May this be the 

beginning of their quest for more Jewish knowledge and Jewish life! 
 

Our Religious School plays an important role in helping to shape our childrenôs Jewish identity. Whatever the 

student's age, we strive to educate the whole child and create menschen who will grow to be knowledgeable, 

committed Jewish adults. Judaism is rich and powerful enough to be its own best advocate if we teach with 

excellence and enthusiasm. Please remember: 

PARENTS ARE OUR PARTNERS! 

LEARN TORAH, LIVE TORAH, AND PASS IT ON WITH LOVE! 

CONNECTION  + COMMITMENT = COMMUNITY  + CONTINUITY 
 

 We are looking forward to another productive, successful, enjoyable Religious School year in 5769! Have a fun, 

memorable summer,  

  BôYedidut, 

 Sandy Borowsky 

-   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -    -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   - 

Nursery School News 
The Nursery School at the Orangetown Jewish Center continues to be a source of pride for our community. Our 

school abounds with a warm, welcoming, nurturing feeling. Our early childhood program has been 

tremendously successful in providing our youngest children with a solid foundation for both their Jewish and 

secular educations. The OJC Nursery School fosters the growth and development of the whole child, cultivating 

intellectual achievements; the acquisition of communication, social, and friendship skills; fostering the love of 

Judaism; and promoting opportunities for physical development through indoor and outdoor play. We are proud 

of our success and look forward to expanding our program so that more families will take advantage of our 

superb school. We would like to thank all our parents for sharing their terrific little ones with our community. 

Each of our students has truly grown in so many extraordinary ways this school year. Our adorable children are 

truly cherished for their warmth, fun, friendship, inquisitiveness, and eagerness to learn. Mere words cannot 

express our appreciation to our amazing, devoted, creative, caring teachers: April Kupferman, Sandy Weiner, 

and Caren Zisk. Todah Rabbah!  
 

We are looking forward to Kiddie Kamp this summer and we are still accepting registration for the 

2008ï2009 school year. Please call the School office at (845) 398-3982, ext. 110 for information. 
 

 Kol Tuv, Sandy Borowsky, Educational Director 

-   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   - 

Honors for Zena Schulman 
 

Zena Schulman, a member of OJC and Naôaseh (our youth program) has been awarded an OJC Sisterhood 

scholarship toward her 6-week trip to Israel this summer. Visiting Israel for the first time, Zena will be going 

with her friends from Young Judaea (the Zionist youth movement sponsored by Hadassah). Zena was recently 

elected to the National Board of Young Judaea as social action programmer. 

 Zena says, ñIôve been excited about this trip for years. . . . Starting in Reuben Gittelman, Iôve spent years 

learning about Israelôs past and present. . . . This summer I will experience Israel hands on, traveling the land, 

learning about the people and volunteering in the Israeli community. Iôm very thankful to OJC, Hadassah and 

the Jewish Federation of Rockland for helping make this trip possible for me. And I look forward to sharing my 

experiences with everyone.ò  

Mazal Tov, Zena! 
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Religious School 2007-2008 
  
It's hard for us to believe that we have completed another year as co-presidents. We know that all of the 

children, teachers and parents will have many wonderful memories from this year at the OJC Religious School.  

This year brought many new families to our Religious School community. Thanks to our fantastic teachers and 

aides, the students learned and lived what it means to be Jewish. The halls were always filled with laughter and 

joy and our numerous special events engaged many of the parents to join in as well. 

 

Sandy worked her magic as always and kept everything running smoothly. We donôt know how she does it but 

she makes it all look easy. Her endless devotion to the children and her understanding nature create the unique 

environment we have come to know at the OJC Religious School. We are so very fortunate to have Sandy at the 

helm. 

 

Rabbi Scheff and Rabbi Drill, putting on skits and being silly, interacting with every single child, and spending 

time teaching and getting to know our students, truly separate us from all other religious schools. Their 

guidance and spirituality are truly a blessing to our school.   

 

Then we have all the fabulous volunteers, who, week after week, help out in so many ways. Jill Lederer and 

Bruce Ruderman, who single-handedly manage the dismissal in our parking lotðthis is no small featðhave 

turned it into a science while smiling all the while. Jeanne Weiner organizes and distributes the challahsð

another weekly happening and also always with a smile. Weifei Freedman, camera in hand and a smile on her 

face, has made it possible to see firsthand on the website what wonderful programs our school offers by taking 

beautiful photos of our children as they participate and learn. Jill Lederer also ensures that the Friday Shabbat 

dinners run smoothly without a hitch. Michele Kleinberger, our thank-goodness-we-have-you volunteer, does 

everything we ever ask and always so very well. Thanks to Michele, our school computer is updated and all of 

our registration forms are now computer preprinted (we hope this saves you some time). We thank each of you 

for your time and dedication in making this school one step above.  

 

The remarkable Religious School board never ceases to amaze. Every member takes on responsibilities and is 

always there as backup on an as-needed basis. Thank you Pam Berg, Marty Cohen, Staci Gelb, Rosina Hirsh, 

Dawn Kitz-Wekerle, Bob Kleinberger, Miriam Schatz-Mizrahi, Kim Lori Sokol, and Stacy Weiss. Our board is 

an efficient, effective and energetic group of extremely dedicated individuals who continue to impress every 

day. 

 

As this year comes to an end and we envision 2008ï2009, we are energized about some new and exciting 

changes and programs and look forward to another fun-filled, successful year during which our children will 

grow as a community and embrace what it means to be Jewish. Hereôs to our school ï LôChaim! 
 

Sharon Aach  & Hara Hartman  
Religious School Co-Presidents 
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Kiddie Kamp 
 

at the 

Orangetown Jewish Center Nursery School  
 

 July 8th ð August 14th, 2008  
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays: 10am-1pm 

 

Caring, Professional Staff  

The personal attention each child deserves!  

Create, Explore, Discover, and Experience  

Build Self - Esteem and Make New Friends  

 
Songs, Stories, Snack, Art projects and more. 
Brand New Playground- Mini-Swimming Pool 

Fun themes: Summer Treats, Bugs and Summer Critters, 
Silly Animals, Oceans of Fun, Mother Goose, 

Silly Hat Day, Stuffed Animal Show, Meet the Critters, Inside-Out Day 
 

PLEASE REGISTER BY June 7th.  We are enrolling quickly! A limited number of openings  
are still available. For more information contact Sandy Borowsky at (845) 398-3982, x 110. 

 

JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ 
I would like to register my child for the 6-week Kiddie Kamp at a cost of $800.00 

 for the entire program. Please find enclosed my $150.00 deposit. 
 

Studentôs Name________________________________Birthday________________ 

Parentsô Names_________________________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number (Home and Cell) __________________________________________ 

      

All classes are subject to minimum enrollment. No refunds for vacation or sick  days.  
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OJCõS ONGOING LEARNING AT A GLANCE 

June 2008 
 

Text and Context 
Thursdays: 9:45-10:45 a.m., June 5, 12, 19 and 26 

Parashat hashavua (the weekly Torah portion) with Rabbi Scheff 
 

Iyyun Tefillah 
Saturday, June 7 at 8:45 a.m. 

An in-depth exploration of our Shabbat liturgy with Rabbi Drill 
 

Torah nõ Treats 
Wednesdays:  June 11 and 18 at noon 

Studies in the Book of Prophets with Rabbi Scheff 
 

The Jewish Artistõs Way 
Tuesdays: 11 a.m. ð 12:15 p.m., beginning June 17 (12 sessions) 

Join with Rabbi Drill for a summer of discovery, creativity and growth 
based on Julia Cameronõs The Artistõs Way 

 

Talmud Study Group 
Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. 

An informal, congregant-led study group on texts relating to Jewish ethics 
 

And finallyé 

 
 

Tikkun Leyl Shavuot 5768 
Sunday, June 8, following our Torah dedication celebration 

and the evening 8 p.m. Shavuot service 

(and continuing until our sunrise morning service) 

 
Join us on Shavuot, the holiday celebrating our receiving the Torah, 

as we rejoice in the dedication of our new Sefer Torah 

with a traditional all-night marathon study session 
(and plenty of breaks for cheesecake, ice cream and blintzes, of course!) 

 
Our topic for the night: òThe Written Torah ð How It Is Read and What It Saysó 

8:45 p.m. ð 10:00 p.m.   òThe Laws of Reading the Torah in Publicó 
10:30 p.m.ð 5:30 a.m   òThe Torah: 5 Books, 54 Parashas, and a Pearl in Every Oneó  
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Orangetown Jewish Center 

H a z a k  presentsé 

 (back by popular demandé)  
 
 

Shabbat with your Hevre in the Berkshires! 
 

Join us at Camp Isabella Freedman in Falls Village, CT  

¶ joyful Shabbat celebration with Rabbi Paula Mack Drill,  

¶ nature hikes, meditation or yoga with trained staff, 

¶ creative activities about Judaism and ecology. 

¶ Imagine havdalah and a campfire under the stars! 
 

September 5-7, 2008 
$230 (until 6/26)   $250 for registration after 6/26* 
$75 additional for single occupancy. 
Includes six kosher meals, carpeted and heated double occupancy rooms   
with private baths. 
 

Questions? Call Lou & Lydia Katz (845) 352-2406 or Marty & Judy Cohen 
(845) 359-5923. 
 

*Non-members price $275 
  

 

If you missed our first Shabbaton, you donôt want to miss out again!   
Listen to what some of our happy participants had to say: 
*It was a great opportunity to connect with old and new friends!    
*The activities were unique and engaging.   
*I was surprised by how delicious the food was.   
*I donôt usually feel very much when I pray, but I couldnôt help but feel something special 
looking out at the lake and up at the mountain while saying the Amidah.   
*I found myself wishing that Shabbat would never end! 
 

 

RETURN WITH YOUR CHECK TO: ORANGETOWN JEWISH CENTER,  
8 Independence Avenue, Orangeburg, NY 10962  Attn: Lydia Katz 
 

NAME ____________________________________________ 

Phone _____________________  E-mail _________________ 
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What a month! What a fashion show! Those models were fierce and all very special indeed. We would like 

to thank so many people for making the Sisterhood & Religious School Chai style fashion show so 

memorable: Carolyn Wodar and the fashion show committee and many more. A great time was had by all. 

Lord & Taylor came through with great outfits and goodie bags for everyone. 

 

If you liked the evening bags that we gave away at the fashion show, please visit Dan Amesôs website 

http://www.coutureindustry.com and check out all of his amazing fashion clutches. Dan gave us a wonderful 

selection of formal evening bags. 

 

Check out our slide shows from the fashion show on our website in the Community Video Gallery. 

http://www.theojc.org/communityatlarge.htm 

 

Summer is coming and there are plenty of new things to get excited about.  Join us for the Israeli Day 

Parade on June 1, Sisterhood Installation June 16, and the Atlantic City Trip on June 23. Mark your 

calendars and come on out! 
 

The Sisterhood Walk and Talk at Rockland Lake State Park continues on Tuesday mornings during June. 

For more information please contact Helen Shalfi at (845) 323-4608 or (845) 323-1150. This is a wonderful 

way to exercise and also spend time your Sisterhood friends! 
 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah needs giving you a headache? Tallit anyone? The High Holidays are just around the 

corner! Remember to visit our gift shop and check out our new arrivals. Competitive pricing, no delivery 

charges, and excellent service! Call Frieda Seidner (845) 359-6366 or Gladys Weiss (845) 359-2319 for 

your gift needs! 
 

For more details on all of our events please remember to check your 

mailings, the weekly newsletter ï ñThis Week @ the OJCò and the 

OJC websiteðhttp://www.theojc.org. Please support our programs, 

gift shop, and fundraisers. We are there for you and the entire OJC 

community.  
 

Make the OJC Sisterhood your Sisterhood! 

 
 

Cindy &  Cedine 

 

 

Where youôll always find a friendly face! 
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Menõs Club 

 

As I write this column, Menôs Club Shabbat has not yet happened. It will take place 
on Saturday, June 7, 2008. We hope that you will be there to help us celebrate and recognize 

our members who have helped us to grow both organizationally and personally.   

 

As part of our growth, the OJC Menôs Club hosted the Hudson Valley Region of the Federation of Jewish 

Menôs Clubs on April 10, 2008. Rabbi Scheff opened the meeting and addressed us. Since it was just before 

Passover, he connected the role of Menôs Clubs to the Four Questions and asked us to reflect on ourselves as 

Jewish learners. Many of us stopped asking questions about Judaism after our Bar Mitzvah. The Federation of 

Menôs Clubs has programs to help us raise and answer some of those questions about ourselves as sons, fathers, 

leaders and Jews.   

 

The Menôs Club also functions as part of the larger OJC community and helps to make OJC the special place it 

is. In that spirit, our joining the Federation of Jewish Menôs Clubs has enabled us to recognize and honor Phil 

Mosner at the Regional Man of the Year Dinner on May 29, 2008. Phil revitalized the Menôs Club by starting to 

ask some of those questions: ñWhy isnôt the Menôs Club more active? What is the Menôs Clubôs role in this 

synagogue?ò  

 

As we continue to examine our role, we try to meet the needs of our members. However, we need input and 

help in the coming year to make some of our goals a reality. For example, the Federation of Menôs Clubs has a 

Yom HaShoah candle program that sends candles to each family in the synagogue. The candle program helps us 

remember the Holocaust, which has touched all of us directly or indirectly. A recent conversation with Sandy 

Borowsky, our Religious School principal, underscored the importance of this and she recommended that we do 

what New City Jewish Center does, namely to send the candles home with the children in the Religious School.  

The questions are, ñHow do we make this a reality for next year? Who will step up and help us to make it 

happen?ò 

 

What other programs can we run that help us to answer questions? We have some ideas and weôve been given 

some others from the Federation of Menôs Clubs, but we are looking for new ideas from our own members. 

What issues are important to you? What topics do you want to know more about? What are you passionate 

about as a Jewish son, father or husband? What insights, knowledge or skills do you have that you can share 

with the rest of us? What do you want to learn about to help you grow? 

 

If you have been touched by an issue, step up and help us make it a reality. If you have ideas for programs that 

can help answer some of your questions, or you have ideas for programs that are simply fun things to do, let us 

know. Contact me either at home (my number is in the front of the Shaliach) or by e-mail at 

Bart.Bookman@theojc.org.  

 

Sincerely, 

Bart Bookman  
Menôs Club President 
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Tanakh Thoughts                     by Marty Cohen 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When two cultures coexist side by side for long periods of time, they inevitably absorb words from each other 

and thus enrich their languages. In the case where one of the cultures is clearly the subordinate one, that culture 

absorbs many words, and if the mixing of cultures lasts for centuries, the subordinate language is changed 

drastically. A prime example would be the major changes in the English language after the Norman Conquest in 

1066. A flood of new French-derived words entered the English vocabulary. 

 

Therefore it is quite puzzling why, if Israel was in Egypt as the subordinate culture for hundreds of years, 

classical Hebrew contains so few vocabulary words derived from ancient Egyptian. Several explanations are 

possible. 

 

The first is that Israel never was in Egypt at all! I reject this answer because the oral tradition, eventually written 

down in the Torah and in other parts of the Bible, is so very strong that Israel was enslaved in Egypt that this 

could not, and would not, simply be made up at some point. Furthermore, having ancestors who were slaves 

was considered extremely humiliating in the ancient world and no culture would fabricate such a story without 

at least some basis in history. 

 

A second explanation, taken very seriously by many scholars, is that the slavery and exodus stories, including 

the role of Moses (which is actually an Egyptian name), have a historical basis. However, according to this 

theory the numbers that were involved were small (certainly much smaller than the two million people that 

600,000 fighting men would imply) and the fleeing peoples joined many of their ethnically related tribes later 

on and this united group entered the land of Canaan. The language of the united group would thus be the 

language of the larger group that never was in Egypt, and so Hebrew remained free of Egyptian words. 

 

A third explanation is that the people entering the land were taken aback by the more advanced culture of the 

Canaanites and, in melding with them, they took on many Canaanite characteristics (including Baal worship) 

and adapted and modified the Canaanite language into Hebrew, the two languages being very closely related 

linguistically. Since Canaanite had few Egyptian words, so would classical Hebrew, which developed out of it. 

 

A final explanation, which was suggested to me by member Lee Berendt recently, is that during most of the 

period in Egypt the country was ruled by foreign invaders who are known as the Hyksos. These people were 

Semitic in origin, would have been receptive to Joseph (a fellow Semite), and would not have spoken Egyptian. 

Following up on Leeôs point, we should also note that the persecution of the Hebrews, which began when a new 

native dynasty arose, started a short time before Mosesô birth and ended when Israel left Egypt when Moses was 

about 80. When you combine this with the fact that the Hebrews were reported to be fairly isolated from the 

general Egyptian population, living not along the Nile River, but in the fertile plain of Goshen, which was 

situated between the Nile valley and the border of Canaan, we see that for most of the time, if not for all of the 

time, the Hebrews had little contact with Egyptian-speaking people and thus picked up very few Egyptian 

words. 

 

I canôt say which is the correct explanation, but the final one certainly goes farthest in resolving conflicts 

between the lack of Egyptian words in classical Hebrew and the basic story as told in Exodus. 
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From the Editor: 
 
 

 

So we come to the end of another school year and another end-of-the-year Shaliach. This calls for some kind of 

celebration. My first thought was to rush off to Carousel Bakery and immerse myself in one of their all-

chocolate chocolate-chip cakes and stay there till September. Immediately after that, I began to picture their 

carrot cake instead and the internal conflict that followed was more divisive than the upcoming presidential 

elections (the U.S., not the OJC).  

 

I needed another plan. Maybe I could ask Miriam Suchoff to lead a do-over of the 60-to-60 program. That 

would be a fine celebration. After all, not everybody attended everything and there are more T-shirts to be won. 

I canôt imagine why Miriam hung up on me when I called. . . .   

 

No, there had to be an appropriate celebration to commemorate this temporary reprieve from racking my brain 

(whatôs left of it) each month to come up with something or other to fill this page, not to mention the vacation 

from putting this whole thing together (even with the tremendous help of Marc Levine). What could it be?  

 

I decided to sleep on it and had some very unusual dreams. In the first one, there was this great humongous all-

chocolate chocolate-chip cakeðoops. Sorry. That was a wish fulfillment fantasy occurring in broad daylight, 

not to be confused with a genuine nighttime dream. Okay, so in the first dream Iôm sitting at the computer 

trying to compose an articleðoops. Sorry. Thatôs what Iôm actually doing right this very second and it should 

not be confused with a dream. A nightmare, maybe, but not a dream. The real first dream finds me perched 

under Mount Sinai 5768 years ago and some enormous and powerful creature (with feathers) is hollering at me 

for neglecting my editorial duties. Heôs about to drop the mountain on my head, but first I hear him yelling 

something like, ñIôll get you, my pretty, and your little computer too, cackle, cackle!ò Letôs not confuse this 

character with the loving God that some of us like to think of today, although he did call me pretty. This was 

more like the vengeful, unforgiving, merciless, cruel and sharp-fanged beings that populate the Harry Potter 

books. I was having one heavy guilt trip until I realized that it was June and I wouldnôt have to come up with 

anything even remotely creative until the end of the summer. I woke up on the floor, tangled in sheets, blankets, 

and the remains of a pillow (thus the feathers), having battled the creature and escaped the hurled mountain, but 

at least I was secure in the knowledge that NOBODY could make me write anything until late August. So there. 

 

The next dream was different. In this one, a rabbi, a minister, and a priest go into a bar and the bartender asks, 

ñIs this some kind of a joke?ò  

 

The third dream was weird. Hundreds of copies of the Shaliach were raining down on me and each copy had a 

blank editorial page. That was bad enough, but when people began to compliment me on my terrific article, 

sagely stroking their beards (even the womenðremember, this is a dream) and declaring that less is more, I was 

thoroughly confused and went to the three clergymen in the second dream to find out the meaning of life while 

they each stood on one foot. I learned the meaning of life but forgot it by morning. Thatôs dreams for ya. 

 

The last dream was better. Thereôs a computer (bad) and a carrot cake (good) and then another carrot cake (very 

good) and the carrot cakes wage war against the computer (iffy) but they win (extremely good) and everyone 

sees that itôs good and we all rest.  For two whole months.  And they start RIGHT NOW! 

 
 
 

Judy Cohen 
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Attention all writers, poets, 

artists, sculptors, weavers, 

actors, singers, musicians, 

designers, philosophersé 

 

Join with Rabbi Drill for a summer of 
Discovery, Creativity and Growth based on        

Julia Cameronôs The Artistôs Way.   
 

12 Tuesdays 11:00 ï 12:15 
June 17 ï September 2, 2008 

 
 

We will begin with a basic principle that creative expression is a 
natural direction for a life, and specifically, for a Jewish life. By 
linking creativity to spirituality, we will support each other toward 
artistic confidence and productivity. This book and our work 
together over twelve weeks will help you discover or recover 
your creativity ï within a Jewish context.   

 
 

RSVP by June 9 to Rabbi.Drill@theojc.org or (845) 359-5920 
x8 so that books and journals can be purchased for you. 
Youôll pay $18 at our first meeting for these materials. (Let me 
know if you already own the book and do not want a new 
journal.) 
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