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Never Too Busy For You!

When people ask why | am so happy being a rabbi at the Orangetown Jewish Center, my answer alwe
begins with loving the gople here. | love knowing you: your stories, concerns, beliefs, joys and sorrows.
When you entrust me with a spiritual concern or a family dilemma or one of the stories of your life, | feel
like | am being asked to guard precious treasure. It is a rabpibynshat | take seriously, and it is this very
responsibility that makes my rabbinate so meaningful. In other words, individual congregants and the
need® youd are the most important part of my work as a rabbi.

Very often, when you call Rabbi Schefflre, you begin by saying, Al kn

bot her you knowing what your schedule is |ike, but r. .
you receive 1is, i Of ¢ our s &oumave fbund that wa do indeed’have tinte oWWe hdvel talked dr c
made a meeting that very week. Still, I worry that tsome
al | because you think itds .@undaysmarp filadiwithiteaahing, counseling, pastordi visitss ,

community work, life cycle events, meetings and prayer . . . and of course, the study and preparation for all of thgse tasks.
what is our priority? You!

Youd each precious, individual orad youd are our very work. Knowing you, listening to you, teaching you and counseling
youd this is our rabbinate. The rest finds its place. Jewish tradition addresses the tension between the needs of the comm
and the individual. Countless examples séeinsist that the needs of the individual are subsumed by those of the community.
One unusual statement by Hillel, however, offers an alternative ethic:

Aalf | am here, everything i sTamedBav Sukkati3a)i f | am not

Not exactly crystal clear, | know. One interpretation, however, is that each person contains all things withirhbiself. In

other words, each congregant represents the synagogue as a whole. A grdaymerandailydavenercommited tominyan

a consistent student, a wise teacheanemschwho daily performs deeds of loving kindnéssach person is the OJC. We all
feel pride in such a person and feel that he or she represents the best in our community. Likewise, every comgredant in
each person who is unwell or lonely or finding it hard to connect to our com@usstyh of these people too is the OJC. We
are only as good as our ability to support and encourage our strongest members and our weakest ones. The way that |
Scheffand | envision our roles at the OJC is that we meet the needs of the greater community through meeting the need
each individual. We want to know you.

You dondét have to have a problem to cal |l . abdiaayTorahqyestionof u s
an insight into one of the holidays. Perhaps you have difficult questions about the nature of the human condition. We do
al ways have answers but we always |isten. S avma tup ai¢eg, at h

walk over to the park, or an extended conversation sitting in a quiet, empty sanctuary. We have one additional offér to be v
you panim el panimface to face. At the end of this summer into the early fall, we will be offering aeunigy to prepare for

the High Holy Days. Most of us do not neglect our annual checkups with our doctor, optometrist and dentist. (Well, maybe |
tend to avoid the dentisté) Rabbi Scheff and | a Spirtual b e
Checkup. We will ask you questions and listen with open hearts to help you ascertain the health of your soul! Thisés one
way that we hope to impress upon you the truth that we are never too busy for you! When we embrace the saétivasy ful
hundred and ninety of you, how much more meaningful it
what a community means to us.

Kol tuv, all the best,

Rabbi Paula Mack Drill
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From the President’s Pen:

A Renewable Source of Energyhe OJC!

This article is my final message to you as presicf the OJC. When | took office during my first
term in July 2002, a congregant asked me a simple but dramatic question, which, strangely enougt
had not yet <considered: iSo, what are your
truths cane to my consciousness. | had not entirely considered the possibility that | now shared
responsibility for leading a congregation forward and that the way forward did not necessarily hav
a predestined route. When that term ended in June 2004 | wasdimtied and relieved. The
synagoguebs expansion project was completed, the con
had added a new position of associate rabbi and thershabsn bayit The OJC continued to flourish under thae
leadership of Arthur Sanders for the next two years.

When | accepted the presidency again, two years ago, | challenged myself with that same question regarding my goals
determined that along with continued growth of the congregation, ReligiodsNarsery Schools, developing a
succession of lay leadership was of great importance. Like any volunteer organization, the OJC has a core of energ
dedicated, and skilled leaders always ready to answer the call when there is a need. As our cartgeegatitinued to
grow like few others over the last two years, our need for volunteers has grown exponentially. The OJC professionals,
members of the clergy, educational and youth directors, have been very successful in creating our activeaeducated
vibrant Jewish community in southern Rockland that is eager to study, to learn about ourselves, and to reach out to tl
in need in our world community. This love of learning has created the necessity for more educational programmir
greater outreackervices, and of course, the enlistment and involvement of still more volunteers. We need look no furth
than to the Dr. Seymour Cohen Torah Project and tiHe-60 Celebration of Israel programs to confirm this.

As we begin the 20020009 fiscal yearwelcoming a new OJC Executive Board and Board of Trustees, | am confident
that our congregation will be in strong and capable hands for many years to come. The nominating committee, chaire
PastPresident Arthur Sanders, presented the congregatithanroup of women and men who have volunteered to
continue the work of those pioneers who began the OJC almost sixty years ago. We now have a board with a very he:
mix of experienced trustees and enthusiastic individuals who will be serving thdierfins.

| am grateful to the members of the Executive Board, several of whom served with me during all four years of n
presidency. Together we learned about collaboration and compromise. We set our own goals for service, taught e
other, learned fnm each other, and pushed ourselves to consider alternative opinions, developing friendships and grow
during the process. My thanks go to the Board of Trustees. They always gave generously of their time and gave ser
consideration to important mattebefore our congregation. Their openness and respectfulness when confronted witl
divergent opinions and suggestions is commendable.

God bless our spiritual leaders. Rabbi Scheff, Rabbi Drill, and Cantor Yucht continuously give of themselves to sust
us. They inspire and challenge us to set individual goals that stretch us beyond our comfort level while supporting us
those endeavors. | found the strength to serve this congregation from them. They are the core of this community, pul
us together tor&ich our souls.

There are extraordinary challenges for lay leaders in a large organization that encourages participation and a
exchange of ideas. That challenge is compounded when most of the leadership and workers are volunteers who
competingresponsibilities in other aspects of their lives. | am grateful to office administrator Krista Bohn, Helen Barnet
and Martin Gannon, and the péirhe members of our support staff who have been a continuous source of knowledge an
skills and make it pogise for this organization to be effective every day.

I am looking forward to celebrating with the congregation in the autumn when we honor Rosina and Glenn Hirsh a
Dina and Cantor Vadim Yucht. We will be providing you with details of this speciat swen.

I wish you all a restful and pleasurable summer.
BoOshal or

Barry



From Ritual: It's Summertime —and the Judaism’s Grown Easy

Twentyfive years ago, when Nohra and | first joined the ®3®migosh, did | really just
write 25 vye a-five yeargago ahdl for Tmany pearg after that we were the
!youngest Aregularso attending services:;
the ol der generation who were here {i®RQ@gears 4gB,evhemr e
Nohraand | first joined the OJC, summer was vacation time from Judaism. Our services dwindled from
whopping 2025 attendance during the other seasons down to numbers where we had to pray to even g
minyanon Shabbat. Rel i gi onmojsuts tp edoipd neddts sseuemmmetro afcitti
few times that we should install a neon sign to advise people passing by the intersection of Independence /
and Lowe Lane or driving past the synagogue on the way to the tennis courts in thexpaidon (how many

of you are even aware we have a park and tennis courts next door?) how many more we needed to ma
minyan But then, Jews arenomnamupposed to actually

Today, AADO (After D d Beigen aCounty Jewisbcene)y thhankRgnadkeksa wedhave
heretofore undreamed of attendance during summer Shabbat services. Judaism no longer goes on hiatus
Memorial Day. Of course, ol8havuotall-night study session has become an event to look forward to, and we
can counbn a nice attendance at both the sunrise service and the 9 a.m. service dh asneedl as at our
Yizkorservices on the evening of Jurféaghd the morning of June 10

Ti s h a a 8a§ &fpyblic mourning for the loss of both the first and sed@miples in Jerusalem and the
beginning of a long exile for the Jewish people, occurs this year from sundown on Aligustu@h sundown

on August 18. Attendance at our candlelight service has become a regular summertime event for ma
congregants. Atilnes we have traveled to Camp Ramah in Nyack to join their staff in the chanting of the Bool
of Lamentations; in recent years we have returned to theoaditioned comfort of the OJC, with an open
invitation from Camp Ramah remaining for anyone wantmgttend there. It is said thaéti s h a waB @réA v
ordained in thél'orah the ninth of Av being the day on which the spies sent into the promised land gave the
negative report of the land, resulting in they&ar trek in the desert which our people tafter leaving Egypt.
TheMishnaht el | s us that on the day of accepting the
might of God, God decreed the future destructions of Jerusalem and exile that took place years later on the r
of Av. The ninth of Av has been a day of calamity for the Jews throughout the ages. In 1492 the expulsion frc
Spain began o i s h a TdelayAv .s h a is Bb8efved as a day of fasting and of Jewish congregations
coming together to remember the sad eventkisfdate in history.

So enjoy your summer, but remember that the OJC is open for business 365 days a year. Gumydasly
continue (hopefully with the strength in attendance promised by themeyansystem which will be starting
shortly). Our morningninyanscontinue on Sundays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays. Shabbat services and Kiddu:
luncheons take place as always, and your Ritual Committee meets to plan the upcoming High Holiday Servic

Just about the only thing that stops for summer at the Otltsisolumn (as well as the other columns in the
Shaliach), as our editor gives us two months off from our duties of creative waitthgnk you, oh generous
editor.

Enjoy your summer, and see you in shul!

Ken Leff
Ritual Chair



From the EducatiorfaDirector’s Desk

As our Religious School year concludes, it is time to reflect on our achievements and plan fc
our future. It has been a pleasure to watch our students grow educationally, spiritually, culturall
and socially while experiencing the jogEbeing Jewish. Our spiraling curriculum has enhanced
our students6é Hebrew | anguage, reading, wr
individual gradeShabbatotand mitzvot projects, combined with creative learning experiences
that explorecbur traditions, holidays, history, Israehjtzvot | i fe cycl e, values and
knowledge and character. Our innovative schwide holiday programs, special cultural arts presentations,
curriculumrelated field trips, workshopg nd an enri chment progr am, as wel
OJCbO6s synagogue event s, have helped to nurture eacf
spirit.

ForY o m H a ¢ dihfauhithrough seventh graders viewed disdussed the extraordinary moWeaper Clips.

Our schoolwideYomHa 6 At zméebr ati on was a ATour of Il srael o w
Safed. We commemoratéda g B dMihngames, races, and, of course, ice cream. For the ehe gear, our
students had Zimriyah (songfest) with each class performing under the direction of our music teacher, Michae
Scolnick. We are grateful and proud that our school offers a vast variety of opportunities and experiences to |
Jewish learning o Jewi sh | iving. Our students dondt onl vy
understanding, and vibrant, meaningful memories.

With thankfulness, our Religious School has truly achieved strong partnerships with our clergy, educatdss, pare
and the entire synagogue communifypdah Rabbahio Rabbi Scheff for his guidance, wisdom, warmth and for
being an integral part of our Religious School as well as teaching our sixth graders. Many thanks to Rabbi Dirill 1
sharing her creativity, sptaality, and knowledge with all our students at commuddyeningand parashastudy

and also for teaching our seventh graders. Sincere thanks to our wonderful, dedicated, professional educators |
vibrant, enjoyable Jewish learning environment for sturdents: Esther Berkowitz, Shlomo Berkowitz, Rachelle
Krausz, Cortney Kuperman, Alison Metzgroff, Rabbi Leana Moritt, Sharon Pollack, Sharon Rappaport, Jare
Rosenbloom, Lisa Schwartz, Miriam Silber, Robin Sokol, and Chaya Weisberg. Thank you to bur territ e a c
aides, who were great role models for our children and helped in our classrooms: Adam Berg, Daniel Berg, Ha
Coopersmith, Amanda Dolber, Eric Dolber, Gabrielle Freedman, Eric Hirsh, Adam Kaplan, Allison Kleinberger
Alana Sokol, and Greg Yit. A special thanks to my office assistant, Dana Kaplan, for her warmth, skills,
reliability and hard work, which have always been so truly valuable and appreciated. Mere words cannot express
gratitude for her years of dedication to our school. Wepaned of Dana, Daniel, and Amanda as they go off to
college. Our Religious School is very grateful to Sharon Aach and Hara Hartman, our School BBaegdi@ents,

and our entire School Board, whose everlasting energy is constantly devoted to prosigdegier education for all

the children at the OJC. | would like to thank our class mothers and the many volunteers who helped with ¢
fundraisers, drove on field trips, set up at holiday and cultural arts programs, and assisted with ctnelatéddm
art/educational experiences in our school. | wish | could mention every person individually for the full accolades th
are deserved, but the list of all our dedicated volunteers would take up many pages in this bulletin. The efforts of
volunteers are tly reflected in the happiness and progress of our children, as well as the growing success of ¢
Religious School. | would like to thank OJC President Barry Friedman, Treasurer Glenn Hirsh, the OJC Boarct
Sisterhood, Meno6s Cl u bice personmdl, land Custodmlustaff forytheir dewoted soifpdrt,
efforts, and energy.

Thank you to our wonderful parents for sharing their terrific children with our Religious School community. Youl
commi t ment to your chil dr eanm§arsudppovt of our scleodl is tridytappreciated. &
is a great pleasure to share the a c lfavatching your children grow Jewishly.

Most important, | would like to thank each student for making our school a happy community of dedicated learne
and for a truly productive, successful, enjoyable school!'yéasher Koachio ALL our fantastic students! You are
terrific!



Our Religious School Graduation will take place on Friday evening, June 6th. A dyez&lTovto our graduates:
Jenna Baitler, Colby Cohen, Rachel Damin, Jordan Dubbs, Samantha Heitzner, Jason Kleinberger, Aaron
Lesserson, Stephanie Levy, Gabrielle Ment, Andy Mosner, Rebecca Mosner, Joshua Panter, Zachary Pavolic,
Chloe Rabinowitz, Lucas Ruderman, Allison Waldman, Daniel WeinerandBenjamin Yassky. May this be the
beginning of their quest for more Jewish knowledge and Jewish life!

Our Religious School plays an i mportant role in h
student's age, we strive to educate Wiele child and createnenscherwho will grow to be knowledgeable,
committed Jewish adults. Judaism is rich and powerful enough to be its own best advocate if we teach w
excellence and enthusiasm. Please remember:

PARENTS ARE OUR PARTNERS!

LEARN TORAH, LIVE TORAH, AND PASS IT ON WITH LOVE!

CONNECTION + COMMITMENT = COMMUNITY + CONTINUITY

We are looking forward to another productive, successful, enjoyable Religious School year in 5769! Have a ft
memorable summer,
BoYedi di

Sandy Borowsky

Nursery School Nesv

The Nursery School at the Orangetown Jewish Center continues to be a source of pride for our community. |
school abounds with a warm, welcoming, nurturing feeling. Our early childhood program has bee
tremendously successful in providing our youngésidoen with a solid foundation for both their Jewish and
secular educations. The OJC Nursery School fosters the growth and development of the whole child, cultivat
intellectual achievements; the acquisition of communication, social, and friendsksp feksilering the love of
Judaism; and promoting opportunities for physical development through indoor and outdoor play. We are prc
of our success and look forward to expanding our program so that more families will take advantage of ¢
superb school. Wwould like to thank all our parents for sharing their terrific little ones with our community.
Each of our students has truly grown in so many extraordinary ways this school year. Our adorable children
truly cherished for their warmth, fun, friendphiinquisitiveness, and eagerness to learn. Mere words cannot
express our appreciation to our amazing, devoted, creative, caring teachers: April Kupferman, Sandy Weir
and Caren ZiskTodah Rabbah!

We are looking forward to Kiddie Kamp this summer amel are still accepting registration for the
2008 2009 school year. Please call the School office at (8458988, ext. 110 for information

Kol Tuv,Sandy Borowsky, Educational Director

Honors for Zena Schulman

Zena Schul man, a member of 0OJ C been dwaned Gaa ©J ISistérimadr
scholarship toward her-week trip to Israel this summer. Visiting Israel for the first time, Zena will be going
with her friends from Young Judaea (the Zionist youth movement sponsored by Hadassah). Zena was rece
electal to the National Board of Young Judaea as social action programmer.

Zena says, ANl odove been excited about this trip
|l earning about |l srael 6s past aaldraepharelson,nraveling.the land,
|l earning about the people and volunteering in th

the Jewish Federation of Rockland for helping make this trip possible for me. And I look forward to slyaring v
experiences with everyone. 0
Mazal TovZena!




Religious School 20@D08

It's hard for us to believe that we have completed another yearmesidents. We know that all of the
children, teachers and parents will have many wonderful memoriesHisiyetar at the OJC Religious School.
This year brought many new families to our Religious School community. Thanks to our fantastic teachers &
aides, the students learned and lived what it means to be Jewish. The halls were always filled withatedighter
joy and our numerous special events engaged many of the parents to join in as well.

Sandy worked her magic as always and kept everyt
she makes it all look easy. Her endless devotion to the ehilind her understanding nature create the unique
environment we have come to know at the OJC Religious School. We are so very fortunate to have Sandy at
helm.

Rabbi Scheff and Rabbi Drill, putting on skits and being silly, interacting with everie sihdd, and spending
time teaching and getting to know our students, truly separate us from all other religious schools. Th
guidance and spirituality are truly a blessing to our school.

Then we have all the fabulous volunteers, who, week after, vl out in so many ways. Jill Lederer and
Bruce Ruderman, who singleandedly manage the dismissal in our parking lkbiis is no small feét have
turned it into a science while smiling all the while. Jeanne Weiner organizes and distributes thedchallahs
another weekly happening and also always with a smile. Weifei Freedman, camera in hand and a smile on
face, has made it possible to see firsthand on the website what wonderful programs our school offers by tal
beautiful photos of our children as thparticipate and learn. Jill Lederer also ensures that the Friday Shabba
dinners run smoothly without a hitch. Michele Kleinberger, our thgoddnessve-haveyou volunteer, does
everything we ever ask and always so very well. Thanks to Michele, our scimoputer is updated and all of
our registration forms are now computer preprinted (we hope this saves you some time). We thank each of
for your time and dedication in making this school one step above.

The remarkable Religious School board neverses to amaze. Every member takes on responsibilities and is
always there as backup on ann@®ded basis. Thank you Pam Berg, Marty Cohen, Staci Gelb, Rosina Hirsh
Dawn KitzWekerle, Bob Kleinberger, Miriam Schaltzizrahi, Kim Lori Sokol, and Stacy Weis®ur board is

an efficient, effective and energetic group of extremely dedicated individuals who continue to impress eve
day.

As this year comes to an end and we envision P2039, we are energized about some new and exciting
changes and programs alwmk forward to another fufilled, successful year during which our children will
grow as a community and embrace whiatéCGhaimelans t o

Sharon Aach & Hara Hartman
Religious School Cé’residents




Orandetown Jewish Center N ursery Sch@

REGISTER NOW for Septamber 2008

e el Bl
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* Great Student/Teacher Ratio
# Loving Qualified Educators

% Nurturing, Welcoming Community 2= ,
* Flexible Schedules/Extended Days [ MEMSWASSE 3 -

oy g " / - "
¥ Brand New Playground { ? i ﬁ" W } i
% Affordable Tuition «ws” B EFN | ‘o

2, 3 and 4 year olds + Baby 'n’ Me
Developmental Secular and Judaic Curriculum

Come and See How Great Your Kids Can Be at OJC

JOIN US FOR OPEN HOUSE EREE
May 14th & June 11th- Stay and Play at 10 AM ¥ Siometemn
May 9th & June 6th — Welcome Shabbat at 11 AM WSS
New This Summer—Kiddie Kamp July 8-Aug. 14 Sz
(T, W, Th: 10 AM-1 PM
RSYP - Sandra Peck-Borowsky, MS.Ed Education Director

845-3986-39862 ext. 110

& Independence Averiue + Orangeburg, NY 10962 + theojc.org
Rabbi Craig Scheff « Rabbi Paula Mack Drill « Cantor Vadim Yucht

An egalitarian conservative congregation serving Rockland & Bergen for more than 40 years

0002284610-01




Kiddie Kanp
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at the
Orangetown Jewish Center Nursery School

July 8" 8 August 14", 2008

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays: 10atpm

\

Caring, Professional Staff
The personal attention each child deserves!
Create, Explore, Discover, and Experience
Build Self - Esteem and Make New Friends

Songs, Stories, Snack, Art projects and more.
Brand New Playgrouadviini-Swimming Pool
Fun themes: Summer Treats, Bugs and Summer Critters,
Silly Animals, Oceans of Fun, Mother Goose,
Silly Hat Day, Stuffed Animal Show, MeettRritters, InsideDut [ay

PLEASE REGISTER BY June 7th. We are enrolling quickly! A limited number of openings
are still available. For more information contact Sandy Borowsky at (845) 398-3982, x 110.

JJJJJJIJIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIY
| would like to register my child for the 6-week Kiddie Kamp at a cost of $800.00
for the entire program. Please find enclosed my $150.00 deposit.

Student 6s Name
pParentsé Names_
Address

Phone Number (Home and Cell)

All classes are subject to minimum enroliment. No refunds for vacation or sick days.



OJCOS ONGOI NG LEARNI NG A
June 2008

Text and Context
Thursdays: 9:4%0:45 a.m., June 5, 12, 19 and 26
Parashat hashavua (the weekly Torah portion) with Rabbi Scheff

lyyun Tefillah

Saturday, June 7 at 8:45 a.m.
An indepth exploration ioour Shabbat liturgy with Rabbi Drill

Torah né Treats

Wednesdays: June 11 and 18 at noon
Studlies in the Book of Prophets with Rabbi Scheff

The Jewish Artistés Wa
Tuesdays: 11 a.mM.12:15 p.m., beginning June 17 (12 sessions)

Join with Rabbi Drill foa summer of discovery, creativity and growth
based on Jullhiea ACamesrt @drsé sWa y

Talmud Study Group
Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.
An informal, congregaféd study group on texts relating to Jewish ethic:s

And finallyé

Tikkun Leyl Shavuot 5768

Sunday, une 8, following our Torah dedication celebration
and the evening 8 p.m. Shavuot service
(and continuing until our sunrise morning service)

Join us on Shavuot, the holiday celebrating our receiving the Torah,
as we rejoice in the dedication of our newerSEsrah
with a traditional affight marathon study session
(and plenty of breaks for cheesecake, ice cream and blintzes, of course!)

Our topic for the aHagwt/:'t olTsheRdWd tamad |

845pmd1 0. 00 p. m. do ilpe t bewd ool "Rea |/
10:30p.md5 . 30 a. m oThe Torah.: &5 Books, 54

10



Orangetown Jewish Center

Hazak presentsé
(back by popul ar demand ¢

Shabbat with your Hevre in the Berkshires!

Join us at Camp Isabella Freedman in Falls Village, CT
1 joyful Shabbat celebration with Rabbi Paula Mack Dirill,
1 nature hikes, meditation or yoga with trained staff,
1 creative activities about Judaism and ecology.
1 Imagine havdalah and a campfire under the stars!

September 5-7, 2008

$230 (until 6/26) $250 for registration after 6/26*

$75 additional for single occupancy.

Includes six kosher meals, carpeted and heated double occupancy rooms
with private baths.

Questions? Call Lou & Lydia Katz (845) 352-2406 or Marty & Judy Cohen
(845) 359-5923.

*Non-members price $275

Il f you missed our first Shabbaton, you MLonﬁt
Listen to what some of our happy participants had to say:

*It was a great opportunity to connect with old and new friends!
*The activities were unique and engaging.

*| was surprised by how delicious the food was.

*I donodét wuusually feel very much when | pray,
looking out at the lake and up at the mountain while saying the Amidah.
*| found myself wishing that Shabbat would never end!

RETURN WITH YOUR CHECK TO: ORANGETOWN JEWISH CENTER,
8 Independence Avenue, Orangeburg, NY 10962 Attn: Lydia Katz

NAME
Phone E-mail
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oJC Siterhood

Wherey oudl I al ways finc

W hat a month! What a fashion show! Those models were fierce and all very special indeed. We would like
to thank so many people for making the Sisterhood & Religious School Chai style fashion show so
memorable: Carolyn Wodand the fashion show committee and many more. A great time was had by all.
Lord & Taylor came through with great outfits and goodie bags for everyone.

| f you | i ked the evening bags that we gave away
http://www.coutureindustry.com and check out all of his amazing fashion clutches. Dan gave us a wonderful
selection of formal evening bags.

Check out our slide shows from the fashion show on our website in the Community Video Gallery.
http://www.theojc.org/communityatlarge.htm

Summer is coming and there are plenty of new things to get excited about. Join us for the Israeli Day
Parade on June 1, Sisterhood Installation June 16, and the Atlantic City Trip on June 23. Mark your
calendars and come on out!

The Ssterhood Walk and Talk at Rockland Lake State Park continues on Tuesday mornings during June.
For more information please contact Helen Shalfi at (845)4%28 or (845) 323.150. This is a wonderful
way to exercise and also spend time your Sisterhoexds!

Bar/Bat Mitzvah needs giving you a headache? Tallit anyone? The High Holidays are just around the
corner! Remember to visit our gift shop and check out our new arrivals. Competitive pricing, no delivery
charges, and excellent service! Call FriedadSer (845) 3596366 or Gladys Weiss (845) 32319 for

your gift needs!

For more details on all of our events please remember to check your

mailings, the weekly newslettéra Thi s Week @ t he O0OJCO .a nd. . t he
0OJC websitd http://www.theojc.org. Please suppartir programs, P'S

gift shop, and fundraisers. We are there for you and the entire OJC

community.

Make the OJC Sisterhogaur Sisterhood!

Cindy& Cedine
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Men& Club

As | write this column, Meno6s Club Sh:
on Saturday, June 7, 2008. We hope that you will be there to help us celebrate and recogni
our members who have helped us to grow both organizationally and personally.

As ©part o f our growt h, the OJC Mends (@ition bf Jdwisls t e
Mends Clubs on April 10, 2008. Rabbi Scheff opei
Passover, he connected the role of Mends Clubs t
Jewish learners. Many ofs stopped asking questions about Judaism after our Bar Mitzvah. The Federation ¢
Menés Clubs has programs to help us raise and an
leaders and Jews.

The Mends CIl ub al thedargeriOdCcomnumtyg anc relpspoamake O30 the special place it

i s. I n that spirit, our joining the Federation o
Mosner at the Regional Man of the Year Dinner on May 29, 2008. Philifest/ d t he Mends ClI
ask some of those questions: AWhy 1 sndt the Men:

synagogue?o0

As we continue to examine our role, we try to meet the needs of our members. However, we needl input |
help in the coming year to make some of our goal
Yom HaShoabkandle program that sends candles to each family in the synagogue. The candle program help:s
remember the Holocaust, which hasdbed all of us directly or indirectly. A recent conversation with Sandy
Borowsky, our Religious School principal, underscored the importance of this and she recommended that we
what New City Jewish Center does, namely to send the candles home vatfildhen in the Religious School.
The questions ar e, AHow do we make this a reald.@
happen?o

What other programs can we run that help us to a
some others from the Federation of Mends Clubs,
What issues are important to you? What topics do you want to know more about? What are you passior
about as a Jewish son, father or husband? Whahissignowledge or skills do you have that you can share
with the rest of us? What do you want to learn about to help you grow?

If you have been touched by an issue, step up and help us make it a reality. If you have ideas for programs
can help answesome of your questions, or you have ideas for programs that are simply fun things to do, let |
know. Contact me either at home (my number is in the front of Shaliachh or by email at
Bart.Bookman@theojc.org.

Sincerely,

Bart Bookman
Menods Cidlentb Pr es
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Tanakh Thoughts by Marty Cohen

When two cultures coexist side by side for long periods of time, they inevitably absorb words from each ott
and thus enrich their languages. In the case where one of the culturedystoeanbordinate one, that culture
absorbs many words, and if the mixing of cultures lasts for centuries, the subordinate language is chan
drastically. A prime example would be the major changes in the English language after the Norman Conques
1066. A flood of new Frenclierived words entered the English vocabulary.

Therefore it is quite puzzling why, if Israel was in Egypt as the subordinate culture for hundreds of yeat
classical Hebrew contains so few vocabulary words derived from ancientidgypeveral explanations are
possible.

The first is that Israel never was in Egypt at all! | reject this answer because the oral tradition, eventually writt
down in the Torah and in other parts of the Bible, is so very strong that Israel was emslagggt that this
could not, and would not, simply be made up at some point. Furthermore, having ancestors who were sla
was considered extremely humiliating in the ancient world and no culture would fabricate such a story withc
at least some basis Imistory.

A second explanation, taken very seriously by many scholars, is that the slavery and exodus stories, incluc
the role of Moses (which is actually an Egyptian name), have a historical basis. However, according to tl
theory the numbers that veeinvolved were small (certainly much smaller than the two million people that
600,000 fighting men would imply) and the fleeing peoples joined many of their ethnically related tribes late
on and this united group entered the land of Canaan. The langtidige united group would thus be the
language of the larger group that never was in Egypt, and so Hebrew remained free of Egyptian words.

A third explanation is that the people entering the land were taken aback by the more advanced culture of
Canaaites and, in melding with them, they took on many Canaanite characteristics (including Baal worshi
and adapted and modified the Canaanite language into Hebrew, the two languages being very closely rel
linguistically. Since Canaanite had few Egyptaords, so would classical Hebrew, which developed out of it.

A final explanation, which was suggested to me by member Lee Berendt recently, is that during most of 1
period in Egypt the country was ruled by foreign invaders who are known as the Hikees. people were
Semitic in origin, would have been receptive to Joseph (a fellow Semite), and would not have spoken Egypti
Foll owing up on Leef6s point, we should also note
native dynastyares, st arted a short time before Mosesd bir
about 80. When you combine this with the fact that the Hebrews were reported to be fairly isolated from t
general Egyptian population, living not along the NildR, but in the fertile plain of Goshen, which was
situated between the Nile valley and the border of Canaan, we see that for most of the time, if not for all of 1
time, the Hebrews had little contact with Egyptspeaking people and thus picked upyveaw Egyptian
words.

I canot say which is the correct explanati on, b
between the lack of Egyptian words in classical Hebrew and the basic story as told in Exodus.
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From the Editor:

So wecome to the end of another school year and anotheofetid-year Shaliach This calls for some kind of
celebration. My first thought was to rush off to Carousel Bakery and immerse myself in one of their al
chocolate chocolatehip cakes and stay thetid September. Immediately after that, | began to picture their
carrot cake instead and the internal conflict that followed was more divisive than the upcoming president
elections (the U.S., not the OJC).

| needed another plan. Maybe | could ask i Suchoff to lead a dover of the 6&0-60 program. That
would be a fine celebration. After all, not everybody attended everything and there are-shats i be won.
| candt i magine why Miriam hung up on me when |

No, there had to ban appropriate celebration to commemorate this temporary reprieve from racking my brai

(whatés |l eft of i1it) each month to come up with s
from putting this whole thing together (even with treamendous help of Marc Levine). What could it be?

| decided to sleep on it and had some very unusual dreams. In the first one, there was this great humongou:
chocolate chocolatehip caké oops. Sorry. That was a wish fulfillment fantasy occurringprioad daylight,
not to be confused with a genuine nighttime dre
trying to compose an artiddeo o p s . Sorry. That 6s what |l 6m actuall
not be confused with dream. A nightmare, maybe, but not a dream. fHa first dream finds me perched
under Mount Sinai 5768 years ago and some enormous and powerful creature (with feathers) is hollering at
for neglecting my editori al indnunyihead, but fliselthear hanbyelling 1
something 1|i ke, Al ol l get you, my pretty, and y
character with the loving God that some of us like to think of today, although he did call me Tinettwas
more like the vengeful, unforgiving, merciless, cruel and sfarged beings that populate the Harry Potter
books. I was having one heavy guilt trip unti/l I
anything even remotely eative until the end of the summer. | woke up on the floor, tangled in sheets, blanket:
and the remains of a pillow (thus the feathers), having battled the creature and escaped the hurled mountain
at least | was secure in the knowledge that NOBODXMdcmake me write anything until late August. So there.

The next dream was different. In this one, a rabbi, a minister, and a priest go into a bar and the bartender &
Ails this some kind of a joke?o

The third dream was weird. Hundreds of copies efShaliachwere raining down on me and each copy had a
blank editorial page. That was bad enough, but when people began to compliment me on my terrific artic
sagely stroking their beards (even the wotheemember, this is a dream) and declaring thatises®re, | was
thoroughly confused and went to the three clergymen in the second dream to find out the meaning of life wr
they each stood on one foot. I | earned the meani

The lastdreamwasheer . Therebés a computer (bad) and a car
good) and the carrot cakes wage war against the computer (iffy) but they win (extremely good) and everyc
sees that i1ités good and Andtheybtdrt RIGEIENOW! For t wo wh

Judy Cohen
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Attention all writers, poets,
artists, sculptors, weavers,
actors, singers, musicians,
designers, philo

The J ewish Artist’s Way

Join with Rabbi Drill for a summer of

S -
I »”
NS

Discovery, Creativity and Growttbased on "i’

JuiaCamer dmes Arti.st os Way

M-

12 Tuesdays 11:0071 12:15
June 1717 September 2, 2008

We will begin with a basic principle that creative expression |
natural direction for a life, and specifically, for a Jewijsh life.
linking creativity to spiryale will support each other toward

artistic confidence and productivity. This book and| our wc
together over twelve weeks will help you discover or reco
your creativitywithin a Jewish context.

RSVP by June 9 to Rabbi.Drill@theojc.org or (845) 359-5920

X8 so that books and journals can be purchased for you.
Youol | pay $18 at our first meet
know if you already own the book and do not want a new
journal.)
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