Orangetown Jewish
Center

The Dr. Richard and
Jana Adelson Campus

Shaliach
June 2009
Sivan - Tammuz 5769

“?.?
' 2

s
S S

[}
'

5
A

\Y

s
"%

’
4
\

il UL A Z

§

A

L
'
H

(‘.1 "'“.‘ 1
g e i
!'l"j- é,

N L

The Rabtis Desk: A Loss Worthy of Grief

Early one Thursday morning in April, | entered a conference room at the UJA Federation building in New
York for a day of learning. The scene felt famiia200 rabbis, therapists and educators had gathered to
study an important topic. | greeted several people | know, saw a few classmates from JTS, grabbed my cof
and a muffin and found a seat in the crowtsam.

This day, however, was no ordinary one and the learning | was about to participate in was actuall
extraordinary. The very fact that this large number of Jewish professionals from across the spectrum from Reform to Ortho
had gathered to learn neorbout this particular topic was amazing. | was there to learn about Jewish approaches to bringir
comfort after miscarriage, stillbirth and neonatal death.

Historically, Judaism does not have much to say on this topic. Life begins at birth accomalingréalition and throughout the
Talmud and Codes there are no suggestions of ritual or rite for the parents of such a loss. In history, loss occuwgng at the
beginnings of | ife was commonpl ace. T aesofnsobriing to ductstiadedies c e
tell us that families were expected to just move forward.

In modernity, however, psychological wisdom has taught us that the loss is deep, real and long lasting. Parents elberience
(Am | to blame?), anger (Then jusho is to blame? A doctor? God?) and increased anxiety (Can | protect those | love?). Ir
Jewish communities, parents are frustrated by the cultural expectation of creating a bountiful family. Many who lose
pregnancy or newborn have been trying to gegpant for months or years. Marriages often go through a period of tension as
they try to grieve and protect their partner simultaneously. Grandparents experience a double loss: a grandchild aod drearr
their children.

Loss through miscarriage, stiitth and neonatal death is extremely common to this day, but very few speak about it. One
speaker talkedcaboyi ngeimegnbario&dra cl ub in which no one
speaking about his experiences, he dmdt find many people unaffected by such loss. Why then do we not speak about it~
People experience a myriad of emotions that are complicated and often heatengtined family and friends saying the
wrong things: AYoudl | nhdav eneaamat heor .bde . T hSioso nb aebnyo uwgahs, he
about it.

Dvorah Levy, one of my teachers at this seminar, gave birth twenty years ago to a baby girl who had unexpectedly died in ut
Dvorah said that she loves and is bless#l six children, but that her family is a bit smaller than it should have been. She told
us that this childds milestones are marked only 1inalsher
but is woven into the fabric of arfaly. The loss never just goes away.

After attending this day of learning, | realized that | could not accept that people would just become quiet aboutAis loss.
one of our keynote speakers said, NnGreeé. t Gat efrenedds
grateful we can all be that over the last twenty years, the Conservative movement has researched and written bothdegal res;
and creative ritual to help parents cope with their loss. Some parents choose to miogstipeivately while others choose to
create ritual or adapt traditional lifecycle rites. Rabbi Scheff and | have both walked with families through such lokses. Wh
the experience is among the saddest that can be shared, there is also an extremeiyeredeeyi of such work.

(continued on page 18)
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From the President’s Pen

So itoés been o nvwebyfastenthan adver woald lyave thbught &ntl faster than |
wanted. There were many ups and downs but thankfully, the ups have far exceeded the down:
have met so many of our members during this past year and | have gotten to work with a lot
dedicaté people and for that | am truly grateful.

I have | earned a few things along the way, the m
success is directly dependent upon you. | have been blessed with members of the Executivel BRuzat aof
Trustees who all take their responsibilities seriously. | have also been blessed with a congregation t
volunteers at a minuteds notice to make sure tha
SO good at taking care oftars. | am very proud of the way we provide food and shelter for the homeless, o
the visits we make to the sick, and of the money we colle¢zéalakahWhen we call, you respond.

We also can be proud of our accomplishments in the field of educatisnR€igious School is flourishing
thanks to the leadership of our rabbis, Sandy Borowsky, the school board, and of course the parents
students. Our Nursery School is still in its infancy and it has already exceeded its financial goals by break
evena year earlier then planned. Our youth division, led by Sharon Rappaport, has won many awards over
past few years and we continue to expand programming and youth participation. No one matches the numbe
opportunities we provide for adult educatidris effort is led by Rabbi Scheff and Rabbi Drill and it is there
for the taking. | hope you decide to take advantage of one of our programs sometime in the near future.

The close of this fiscal year also brings to a close our relationship with Camtbt. YHe and his family have
been members of our OJC family for over 10 years. | know that you join me in wishing the Yuchts much maz
and fulfillment in the cantords new position. We
our pryer leader and inspiring song leader.

The new fiscal year brings me a new opportunity to grow as a leader and as a person. | am excited by the n
accomplishments that have occurred over the past year but | realize that my work is not done. The 2009/2
fiscal year is our 50th anniversary year and with your help, it will be a year full of excitement and achieveme
for all of us.

Enjoy the summer!

B6Shal om, and keep s

Glenn Hirsh




From Ritual: Uncertainty

Wel | |, I t 0s ( al mdd thd ljving Ssueasy.eswimmingepools,agolf
courses, barbecues, fireworks, vacation, ball games, and of course, my birthday.
\ the fold daysodo the onset of s awanere m

hard pressed to gather 10 (then) men to populatenangr service on Shabbat. Too
much going on. Too many people away. You know how it is.

Then came the new OJC. The OJC built by Rabbi Scheff, later with the help of Rabbi Drill, Cantc
Yucht, and our haravorking and visionary leaders (my wife includedheTfOJC with a large, growing
membership. The OJC that turned out to pray together, sing together, eat together, even in the he:
the summer. Our Shabbat attendance may have dropped from 125 to 100 members, but our sen
now continued to thrive 52 wke a year.

This summer will be a little different. First, in an effort to keep our dues increase to the bare minimur
the board has decided to offer only dessert kiddushes on unsponsored summer Shabbatot. Will
hoards of hungry congregants still grat& to the OJC on Shabbat? Will past president Michael

Scolnick have to quantify his formul a, Al f y
experiment worthwhile. On behalf of a hungry congregation, | urge anyone who has been thinking
sponsoring a Shabbat kiddush to contact Krista in the office. It is our hope that enough people will st
up to the plate to sponsor kiddushes that we will be able to continue to dine year round in the manne
which we have become accustomed.

This summemill also be different because we will be without the music of Cantor Yucht. We will all
have to try to sing a little louder, a bit more in tune, in order to keep the music alive this summer. ¢
this article goes to press, plans are still being formuleggdrding how we will conduct services after
Cantor Yucht leaves. Will we find a professional substitute? Will we make use of our own local talen
The answer to these questions is up in the air. The vacancy in the posisibaliath tzibburwill
certairly require some of us to share our talents with our fellow congregants, and take a turn at lead;
our services. Anyone interested can contact one of our rabbis to get on the schedule.

So this summer will be a bit different. But the bottom line is thatane still the OJC. We are still a
congregation that cares about one another, that enjoys coming together for prayer, for study, for sc
for food, for friendship. Let s keep our S a
whenever we arable we will be in our seats enjoying an OJC Shabbat.

Best wishes to all|l f or Tai sghragaasb@msviashdag commebhoratitgt

the destruction of both temples in Jerusalem, falls on the evening of Jugn@%n July 38. Jan
your fellow congregants in prayer at our candlelight service.

Ken Leff Ritual Chair



From the Edpucational Dirvector’s Desk

One of the first expr essi ons todak rabbahaThis simpla r (
phrase of gratitudes the cornerstone of all positive interaction and communication. In the morning,
the first p rMogeb Anddviid dadywnks ydbuo (for waki ng
throughout the day we use fithank youwmdswelbas t
receiving a valuable gift.

Gratitude encourages reciprocal kindness among people. Appreciation is the thread that ties our OJC community toge
and creates a bond through prayer, spirituality, learning, mitzvot, joy, and memories.

I would like to thank each student for making our school a happy community of dedicated learners and for a tru
productive, successful, enjoyable, memorable school Yeaher KoachYou are terrific!

Thank you to our parents for sharing their wonderfuldrkih with our Religious and Nursery School community. Your
commi t ment to your childrendéds Jewish education is ad
appreciated. It is a great pleasure to share your pride of watching yalrectgirow Jewishly.

With thankfulness, our Religious and Nursery Schools have truly achieved strong partnerships with our clergy, educat
parents and the entire synagogue commuiiitglah Rabbalio Rabbi Scheff for his guidance, wisdom, warmth and for

being an integral part of our schools, as well as teaching our sixth graders. Many thanks to Rabbi Drill, for sharing |
creativity, spirituality, and knowledge with all our students in our community and for also teaching our seventh graders.

Sincere hanks to our amazing, dedicated, professional educators for developing a creative, fun learning environment
all our students: our Nursery School teach&sth Fishman, Robin Sokol, Sandy Weiner, and Caren Zisk, and our
Religious School teachérsEstherBerkowitz, Shlomo Berkowitz, Assaf Glitzner, Rosina Hirsh, Rachelle Krausz, Alison
Metzgroff, Sharon Rappaport, Jared Rosenbloom, Lisa Schwartz, Michael Scolnick, Miriam Silber, Robin Sokol, ar
Chaya Weisberg. Thank vy o uhowere geat role imaelsrfar dur abildreneaadchélped is dur
classroom Jenna Baitler, Eric Dolber, Gabrielle Freedman, Eric Hirsh, Adam Kaplan, Allison Kleinberger, Jasor
Kleinberger, Scott Scheff, Alana Sokol, Ben Yassky, and Greg Yucht. A special tbanioffice assistant, Julie Hirsh,

for her warmth, skills, reliability and hard work.

Our Religious School is grateful to Sharon Aach and Hara Hartman, our School BoRm@dittents, and our entire
School Board whose everlasting energy is constaleiypted to providing a superior education for all the children at the
OJC. | would like to thank our class mothers and the many volunteers who helped with our fundraisers, drove on fi
trips, set up at holiday and cultural arts programs, and assistedwtculum related art/educational experiences in our
school. | wish | could name each person individually for the full accolades that are deserved, but the list of all o
dedicated volunteers would take up many pages in this bulletin. The efforts wblanteers are truly reflected in the
happiness and progress of our children, as well as the growing success of our Religious and Nursery Schools.

Our schools would I|ike to thank OJC President Gl en
Community, our office personnel, and custodial staff for their devoted support, efforts, and energy.

OQur Religious and Nursery Schools play an i mportant
the student 6s aapdahe whwle chidtandi createenscberwleodwill grow to be knowledgeable, and
committed Jews. If we teach with excellence and enthusiasm, Judaism is rich and powerful enough to be its own |

advocat e. As Abraham Jos hueam Haee sJcthded i ssmitdh a tii Ywiul |s hcahl d n

We are looking forward to another successful, enjoyable school year in 5770!
Have a fun, happy summer.
BoYedi du

Sandy Borowsky



Religious School Wrawp

The years fly by and before we know it, anotherostlyear is coming to a close. 202809 saw some changes in our
school with a &ay school week. Although many were skeptical at first, | believe we can all see how wonderful this wa
for our younger schoalge children. With Sandy at the helmand trulyecat i ng a @Al ower school
beautiful reality. The children had so many new opportunities to create their own community and actually had the spac:
enjoy all the programs and activities.

With her enthusiasm and constant strivinggersonal growth, Sandy always brings new and exciting ideas and programs
to our children. We are so fortunate to have her as our educational director because there are not many people w
greater love for children and Jewish education. She alwaysdaggs to reach new heights and never accept the status
guo. Our school continues to grow, even in these tou
faces show the joy and fun found in our school every day. Thank you, Sangyfamending energy and expertise.

How fortunate we are to have Rabbi Scheff and Rabbi Drill spending time in the classroom with our children, getting
know them as students, but more importantly forging a bond with each of them. Their presenseapats from other
schools and we are blessed to have them.

What would our school be without the wonderful volunteers who, week after week, do their part to ensure that everyth
goes well and all gets done? Mara Lewin so graciously gives of her tisrh&mce our music program. Karen Lewis
coordinates the drivers for our awasthning 7" grade mitzvah project to the Esplanade as well as always being there
whenever we need her. Jeanne Weiner organizes and distributes the ¢hallabskly happening analways with a
smile. Jeff Lewis prepares the school press releases, which are such a vital way to disseminate important informatio
the public. Lydia Katz worked very hard volunteering with our Religious School children in our library program anc
coordnated the many library volunteers. Michelle Kleinberger, as always, prepared and updated our registration forr
saving us time and simplifying our lives. Jeff Weiss and Bruce Rudériemk you for managing the parking lot at
dismissal time. This is sanportant for the safety of our children. Thank you to all of the class parents and programn
volunteers helping whenever the need arises. Your devotion and continuous assistance surely made the year run smo

The remarkable Religious School Board negeases to amaze. Every member takes on responsibilities and always i
there as backup on an-aseded basis. A heartfelt thank you to Nancy Ames, Pam Berg, Marty Cohen, Ina Filip, Stac
Gelb, Rosina Hirsh, Dawn Kit#&/ekerle, Miriam SchatMizrahi, Kim Lori Sokol, and Stacy Weiss. Our board is an
efficient, effective and energetic group of extremely dedicated individuals who continue to impress every day.

Last, but not least, thank you to Kevin, Martin, Helen and Krista for all of your help.

So as the 2WB-2009 school year comes to a close we reflect back on a year of change and growth. We welcome n
parent involvement and participation to ensure that our school continues on this pathway of success and excellence
are energized and looking forwardthe upcoming year filled with fun, smiling faces and an appreciation of the beautiful

thing we call the OJC Religious School. Come grow with us and be a part of this exciting spiritual and educatior
experience. Looking forward to an even better 20090s c hool yead L O EBleaiemls t o us

Hara Hartmar Sharon Aach

Co-Presidents




THE ORANGETOWN JEWISH CENTER
NURSERY SCHOOL

KIDDIE KAMP - July 6 M- August 10 "- for 2, 3, and 4 year olds -
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays from 10 am - 2pm
Affordable rat  es- Kiddie Pools and Fun Themes-
Summer Treats, Bugs and Critters, Plants and Animals, Under the Sea,
Hat Day, Stuffed Animal Show, lots more fun!

and now registering for Fall 2009

Fun, Creative, Developmental Secular and Jewish Curriculum
Literacy, Ar t , Music, Science, Math, Shabbat

The personal attention each child deserves!

Create, Explore, Discover, and Experience
Build Self -Esteem and Make New Friends

, H

Loving and Nurturing Staff 0 Great Student/Teacher Ratio
Affordable Tuition  / Flexible Schedules/ Extended Days
Member Discount/ Free Memberships for New Enrollees

TERRIFIC TWOS-2 AND 3 DAY A WEEK OPTIONS

THRILLING THREES - 3 DAYS A WEEK, EXTENDED DAYS AVAILABLE
FABULOUS FOURS-5 DAYS A WEEK, EXTENDED DAYS AVAILABLE
AFTERNOON ENRICHMENT - MONDAY --FRIDAY NOON to 2PM

Cooking, Messy Play, Science Experiments, Jewish Culture Club
BABY NOMOMEBAYS-11AM1 12NOON- for ages 12- 24 months

EVERYONE IS WELCOME! TELL YOUR FRIENDS!
JOIN US FOR A FREE CLASS AND TOUR OF OUR SCHOOL!

Please call Sandra Borowsky, MS.Ed., Educational Director, at
(845) 398 -3982, ext. 110 to RSVP, register, or for more information.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT http://www.theojc.org




Religious School Parasha Ponderings

On Thursdays, austudents in grade-3 learn Torah as a community led by our beloved Rabbi Drill, who also poses a
guestion of the week. The question was:

Does God stildl cal l out to people? Why dondt w
Al 6m not sure abooal mpsoupebpl me. bWhekGeder | 6m about
to me to stop. Someti mes | donét | isten but after |

compl i ments me. That 6Jekehddds, Grade8d t al ks t o me. 0

AnYes, because i f we pray for something and it happen
a n s w e Mitchell Jacobs, Grade 3

AWe do hear God. He sends messages happy Hd wili nmige miraclpspydo t h
nice things to you. | f Heb6s sad or mad at y o uUEmkha wi
Moskowitz, Grade 3

AGod stild]l calls out to peopl e and stonag to Hirh SO we do act lvear  w
Hi m when He S$catiRassh, Grade3 s . 0

il think God does. We dondt realize it but God is t
consci eesscalewis, Grade 4

il f ewil callSaudto us. | hear God calling out to me. | feel that God talks to me because He talks to my heart a
my mi nd. Especial |l y wh e Emily Rgsantzerg,.Gratle 3f e e | and hear God.

nGod stild]l call s out t o bydigenipgltoethe wiSdoblowing jn¢heipfdceebecawsarGod is all r
around. Al | y o0 u MwaPRineus,tGmde8o i s | i sten. 0

AYou can hear God if you beSyineWeinbergedGr&asle4l does cal l 0
APeopl e stil |leHeslikéa brother ® alldof us @ a greasfriend. We can talk to Him and He will not tell.
We donét hear Him because we hear Eammy TeddoregGrgde3 our he:

AGod stild]l call s out ptaygers pnel aeh we takenaenmomenmteof sdence, we f@gl liker vge are
tal ki ng Jfacett@Borldy, Grade 5

AGod does still cal l out to people. We dondt hear Hi
call out to us tin Schhumberger, Grade 3

fiGod watches over us and is invisible. He or She doe
Stephen Spector, Grade 3

AnYes, God stildl call s out to peoo plse skeyrmiev@dbeBrade 40 Hi m

AGod stildl calls out to people privately. We do hear
Rachel Weiner, Grade 4

fnYes, God does stil!]l c a | dbe aaneful anows whp Eeocholoses. Thd whslé galaxyg depends
on Ha S h e moéRivkecLbab/iJdi®Kugferman, Grade 3

AGod stild]l does. Therebébs too much noise blocking out
have to focusanddit en hard t o bl ock oMithaetSecanick) (Gliade&teacled hear God



OJCOS ONGOI NG LEARNI NG A
June 2009

Theodlicyd The study of God and Evil
Monday, June 1 at 7:30 p.m.
Join Rabbi Drill for the final session of exploringgibiestion of why bad things happen

Tal mud BG&ki ut
Wednesday, June 3, 10 and 17 at 7:30 p.m.
Join Rabbi Scheff and Rabbi Drill as we make our way through
t he Babyl/ onian Tal mudds tractate

Torah né Treats
Wednesdays, 12:00 p.»1:30p.m., June 3 and 17
Studlies in the Book of Prophets with Rabbi Scheff

Text and Context
Thursdays: 10 a.nd.11 a.m., June 4, 11, 18 and 25
Parashat hashavua (the weekly Torah portion) with Rabbi Scheff

My Jewish Journey, by Lydia Katz

Thinking of my &ith as a journey has been most inspirational to me. As a matter of fact, before | adopted this belief | w
ready to consider myself a fibad Jewd since | was not
home (mostly because itas the way | was raised) | was rather liberal with eating out. | always observed the High
Holidays and Passover but few other holidays. Then | attended a Torah &Treats class way back when | first joined OJ
was blown away by the fact that Rabbi Schafew my name even though | had just joined and this was my first
attendance at such a group. We were discussing Moses talking to God while the golden calf was being built at the ba:
the mountain. God was too angry to talk to the people and Moses Wwagsttryconvince Him otherwise. Well, | had a
hard time accepting the possibility of believing in a God who had temper tantrums and was moody, and | said so and
many questions, which | asked at that session. When it was over, Rabbi Scheff caughtrag aitth his words were,
ALydi a, never stop questi oni ndandtrus myjosreeybepaa.t 6 s how Yy ol

On another occasion, Rabbi Drill was discussing Shabbat observance and she actually circled the table, pointing
the ways manyf us observed Shabbat. She included me in that group. Feeling very guilty, | approached her at the enc

the class and said to her that [ really was not a S
special day and different fromh e r e st of the week?0 And |, of cour se,
| answered, ifyes. 0 And she said, iSo you do observe i

| admit that | have been taking baby steps, buttheyv e been very satisfying stef
became a Bat Mitzvah, something | was denied in my youth. | rarely miss Shabbat services and | must admit that | tr
feel spiritually moved by them. | take almost every class that isedffiey our rabbis if | can schedule them. | no longer
eat shellfish or meat with dairy out of the house (although | admit | am probably still not as discriminating as our rabb
as | wil/ eat i n any restaur an ingwhenimysyragdgueineeds mé.o i ncr

And so my journey continues. | am not really very sure where it will take me next. | am comfortable and proud to |
Jewi sh. I | ove to keep |l earning and gr owiaskinthellead@rkhipe |
and guidance of our rabbis and thrive in the knowledge that they are here for me whenever | need them. | love this r
that | am on and can only hope it will wind on for a long while.

9
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OJC Sisterhood

Where youoll al ways f

On Sunday May 17, many of us canout to the Nanuet Hebrew Center Torah Fund Brunch to
i lovingly honor the memory of Gladys Wessd Young and old, men and women, everybody came
) el ) out for the event, a true testament to the
=) 8 "6 the OJCWe would like to send a big thank you to Nancy Scheff for putting everything together. It
() Y was a wonderful day.
)

N ,';_ﬁ, Please do not forget that a special tribute will also be dedicated in memory of Gladys Weiss. If yo

o ' would like to make a contribution, pleaseath e your donations to the
by check made out to the OJC Sisterhood and send it to the OJC office, ATT: Mimi Rosenstock. |
you have any questions feel free to call Mimi at (845)&520.

As we approach the summer, it can only meantbimgi t he annual Si st er hoWwednesdiyn p o
August 12. Details to follow. Stay tuned!! Remember the Atlantic City Trip is badknday, June 22! Get your money
in. For more details contact Barbara Brumer at (845)735%1.

Big News!!Keep your eyes and ears open for news about a b
the Homeo? More details soon!

As we come to the summer and reflect back on this past year we realize that there is truly something special, quite ma
about 0J C, and our Si sterhood reflects that magi c ani
way and collectively we stand together, striving to make this world a little better. Magic comes from every woman wt
happily and willinggy puts forth the effort needed to create a b
together as a community that cares for its members. It takes effort, enthusiasm, time and money and it happens bec
our members are willing tgive freely.

This year is coming to an end, but we are already excited about the coming year. A new board has been nominated
will be installed on June 8, and the 2€8®10 program planning has begun. We are happy to welcome new women on the
board andwe honor those who continue to take on new responsibilities every year. It was you, our members, wi
participated and supported Sisterhood and who made this year successful. We thank you all! A new year is beginning
you are not a member yet, join usda@njoy the opportunity to enrich your life! If you are a member, continue your
participation in Sisterhood and make a difference for all to enjoy! Have a wonderful summer!

For more details on all of our events, please remember to check your mailingseteek | v news| e
Week @ the 0OJC,0 and the OJC website: http: www.
fundraisers. We are here for you and the entire OJC community.

Make the OJC Sisterhood Your Sisterhood!
Cindy& Cedine

Remember to visit our gift shop and check out our new
arrivals. Competitive pricing, no delivery charges, and
excellent service! Call Frieda Seidner (845) 36366
for all of your Judaica gift needs!
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Mencs Club News

Ed. note: The following articleisexcéarped from Bart 6s excellent spe
April 25, edited to reflect the time span involved.

Let me tel/l you about being president of th
|l i kes t hem, but nobody wades Eveknbwdhowi kd
Club, but few of us get involved. The men who participated today are part of the small group whe
step up and make things happen.

There are two other main groups of people: those who watch things happédmosadvho wake up one day and ask,

AiwWwhat happened?0 Which group are you in when it come:s
Each vyear, we put up our |l arge sukkah. l'tds aArtmaj or
Kupferman. Another dozen guys also come to do the work. It takes almost two days to erect, brace, light, cover with ¢
stal ks, and decorat e. ltds bulky, cumber some and r eql

We instituted the fils s essi on of fAHearing Mends Voices, 0 a prog
explores our roles as Jewish men. The first session,
make this a regular feature next year.

We had a financial talk from Harvey Wodar with some strategies for these crazy times. In February, we collaborated w
the Religious School to raise money through a series of skits and song parodies written by Jay Rifkin, performed by
rabbis, theispouses, the Barbershop Quartet and others. This had the largest audience ever for the Religious School.

This year, for the first time, we participated in the Yellow Candle Program from the FJIMC. Each household receivec
yellow candle to light for Yom Hahoah. We had some problems with distribution, but we learned from it and will do
better next year. We want this to continue as part of the OJC program for Yom HaShoah.

On Sunday, we had a guest speaker, Dave Price, who is a national events repdB8¢Thgt He has great stories to tell.
The cost to attend will be used to help replace our aging sukkah and to help fund our continuation of the Bruce Cov
Scholarship.

Our last event for the year on May™was the Hudson Valley Federation of JewishnMes Cl ubs Man
Di nner . This dinner is a contradiction since it reco
better, but does not seek recognition for it . Our h «
contributions by coming to the dinner and sending in your raffles.

Okay, so we did some nice things with a few men doing the writing, organizing, calling, etc. Anefftemika showed

up to work and participate. But there is so much more we could dar&Val involved in our own lives work, family,
exercise, relaxation. Who has time? Letods think about
but a synagogue is more than thatwel pay.altodédsmmuhi i yal
T those who come to pray but also those who work to make this the kind of place we want to be a part of. How great cc
this synagogue be if more of us stepped up and got involved?

What | really want to do todag to challenge the men in this synagogue. Whatever attracted you to the OJC can be ev
better. | am especially talking to those of you with children or grandchildren in the Religious School. You have a lon
term investment to protect here and make duceritinues to thrive. We need you to lead one of our committees such as
t he sukkah, Yell ow Candl e progr am, Hearing Menbés Voi
would like to run a health fair), social events and others. On tolb @ff that, we are going to need a new treasurer and a
new president or epresidents.

A

So, if you Ilike what wedbve done, i f you want it to c«
small amount of time, maybe step out oftiyeomfort zone and do something special for our synagogue, your family, and
ultimately yourself. You may even enjoy it and find that you get more out of it than you put in.

Sincerely,

Bart Bookmangs Ccl ub P
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Tanakh Thoughts by Marty Cohen

. ?V/ V:

&

As | write this article, | am looking ahead to the coming Shabbat Torah portion, which contains this passe
from Leviticus, XXIV:

If anyone maims another person what was done shall be done inirétacture for fractuee,

eye for eye, tooth for tooth. The injury inflicted on a human being shall be inflicted in return.
One who kills a beast shall make restitution for it; but one who kills a human being shall be
put to death. You shall have one standard for strangec@mtryman alike.

These words, repeated in different form in Exodus and Deuteronomy, go by thé.eamalionis,which in
Latin means ALaw of Retaliation. o

Many Jews are uncomfortable with this section, being afraid that our text, and thus weninwiitbe accused
of being vengeful. But they should not be uncomfortable for the following reasons.

First, we should examine this feature of the Mosaic code-vis the codes that existed in parallel at the same
time. In particular, we should look #te Code of Hammurabi, the legal system of the Babylonian ruler who
reigned some time before this. Babylonian society was divided into three social classes, that of the aristocr:
the regular citizens, and the slaves. The penalty you might receivefimne against another depended much
on what class you belonged to and what class the victim belonged to. If a lord injured a citizen he might have
pay a fine and if he injured his slave there was no punishment. But should a citizen strike a merehgyparth
class his punishment could be deat h. By contr a
standard, 06 says the | aw. Throughout the entire
equally. What is even morutstanding is that even the stranger, who was virtually unprotected in many othe
societies, was to be judged by the same standard as an Israelite. This appears to be unparalleled in the ar
world.

Second, from the very beginning the sages workedatke this law more humane and practical. If you lost your
eye you would be rewarded at least the financial equivalent of your loss and in addition there would be otl
punishment meted out to the culprit but the literal punishment of eye for eye wasphetl.aEven in capital
cases, where a death might be avenged by a death, the sages demanded that the intention of the act be |
into and adjustments be made in the law for unintentional deaths. In fact, cities of refuge are described in
Torah forthose who cause death unintentionally. As time went on, it became harder and harder to impose
death penalty. Two reliable witnesses had to be found and even later there was the requirement in some ¢
that the offender, if not warned in advance, psdhe punishment of death.

Thus Lex Talionis as actually applied in early and developing Judaism represented a great step forward
equally, justice, and mercy. If you ever hear someone saying otherwise, speak up!
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From the Editor:

The Shaliachcan be very confusing. At least it is for would contributors and even for those who
write regularly for it (You know who you a
opportunity to clarify stuff you ought to know if you want to submit og eoerced into submitting
something for publication.

1.

Everything is due on the first of the month.This means January first, February first, March

first, and so on. It doesndt mean June f i |
Shaliach and that may be tricky, but it does mean August first, etc. Now this also means th:
when you cometo meon Mayland ask plaintively, AAm |
have to say fAyes, 0 which you musamtbitclientar
but rather, AnYes, dodobird, youbre MUCH t ¢
and very bad words. But | remain adamant. Sometimes | even learn a few new very bad wor
|l tdéds called secondary gain.

Everything tthe &rst @fsthe dnaneh should bein by the first of the month.

AAha, 06 you may say. ANow sheds getting dif
first of the mont Imeahiutt. 6 tMasy bgeuiltéem amoott hree n
have to tell everyone that i f their articl

away their house and kids and raise their dues. This should work with most people. Not the ki
part. Plenty of people are quite willing to ship me theiskid homeanade gifts.

Everything thatoés due and i n by This emeafsithats t

emails that arrive as gazillions of cute little rectangles with no words are not acceptable.

crumpled ball of paper slipped to me from yoar @s we pass each other on the Palisades
Parkway is also not acceptabl e, nor 1 s ha
Also unacceptable is any picture or graphic that cannot be moved around the page. TI
interferes with my editorial pache.

Everything thatos due and in and readabl e
things.1 t 6s a bit of a reach if your son scor
happened to be wearing a Star of David at the time, orifgauranddaught er 6s
Aschmut z. o6 Al so not newsworthy is the fact
Everything thatods due I n and readabl e an

examined for plagiarism, proofread by three professional proofreaderstranslated into
Hebrew or Aramaic, typed in an interesting font, passed on by a Beit Din, set to music,
divided into eighths, sautéed in pesto sauce, and certified koshé&¥ell, maybe | could go
easy on the pesto sauce.

| hope this little batch of ruledoes not deter you from submitting articles to 8taliach The only
ones that really matter are NumberS.IMeanwhile, have a happy summer, and get me your stuff by
August first for the September bulletin or | may have to get ugly.
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Judy Cohen

A Spiritual Life

If you loved learning with Sisterhood ScheiarResidence Merle Feld, if you love poetry
and/or if you enjoy journaling, then this course is for .you
Join Rabbi Drill for five Tuesday mornings:

June 3@ July 28, 11:0012:30

Mer |l e Fel dbés p o bedouryextaHergournmakngnoi r w
techniques will guide us to write, share and learn.

| f you do not VJA&piritual wite,brinte$dd teethe Frstl d
session. Journals will be provided or bring your own.

RSVP to Rabbi Drill at Rabbi.Drill@theojag or (845) 3583930 x8.

@ w@

W@,\Z .G 5\ST ERHOOD FR,E/V 0,

Kl%

UNPOOL PARTY
SAVE THE DATE

Wednesday August 12, 2009

More information to follow!
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ART andTorah

Three great opportunities

to stretch your creativity and study Torah with Rabbi Drill &mthe Zbar!
All classes will be held on Wednesdays, 10:00 am to noon

July 15 The Art of Prayer
*Create beautiful prayer journals
*Learn how to fill your prayers with kavannah i personal expression

July 29 Amulets and Magic
*Create a traditional hamsa

*Learn about Jewish folkways and bubbemeisehs

August 19 My Heatrt is in the East
*Create a Mizrach wall hanging for the eastern wall of your home
*Learn about our great attachment to Jerusalem to the East

Return this tear-off with your check made out to OJC by July 7" to
Anne Zbar, 150 Valley Forge Place, Orangeburg, NY 10962

Print Name Best Phone Number E-mail

_____ Session One The Art of Prayer $10 materials fee

____ Session Two Amulets and Magic $10 materials fee
_____ Session Three My Heart is in the East $10 materials fee
____Allthree sessions $25 total materials fee A BARGAIN!!!

Total enclosed:
(If cost is a concern, please contact Rabbi Drill.)

15



Spring and Summer Bhai Mitzvah

Lauren Strauss

Our daughter, Lauren, became a Bat Mitzvah on May 9. Laurerigim@de student at Harrington Park School.
She has only been a student and member of the OJC for two years but the experience has beah wond:
Lauren enjoys playing softball and soccer, reading and dancing, and most of all, spending time with her frier
and family.

For her Mitzvah Project, Lauren wil/l be raisin
breast cancer. hwill participate in the Komen Greater NYC Race for the Cure on September 13, 2009. Thi
race raises significant funds and awareness for the fight against breast cancer, celebrates breast ce
survivorship, and honors those who have lost their battletive disease.

Lauren, we are so proud of all the hard work you put into preparing for this special day and we we
excited to share it with you.

Karen, Andrew, and Melissa Strauss

Joshua Drill
v e e, - Josh Drill, who will become a Bar Mitzvah on June &8l be celebrating for
the second time as he will have led services, leyned Torah and Haftara the wee
. before at Congregation Agudath Israel in Caldwell, NJ. Josh feels that he ha:
grown up in two synagogué@shere at the OJC and back in Caldwell, andshe
delighted to share this simcha with both of his communities. A seventh grader a
Solomon Schechter Day School in West Orange, NJ, Josh loves his friends, hi
school and every sport. He loves most of all to play basketball, baseball anc
roller hockey. Al anyone who knows Josh knows that he loves the New Jersey
£ Devils. Joshoés parents and ol der sick

' him for his incredible kindness, his positive energy, and for the way he loves to
" learn about so many different thsfom magic to geology to current events.

Josh was in Israel with his dad from April 28 to May 5, participating in the
HazonArava Institute Israel Ride, a 300ile tzedaka bicycle trek, which starts
in Tel Aviv and ends in Eilat. The 5@ile-perday bike ride supports two causes
about which Josh is passionate: the environment and peace for Israel. Jos
trained for this ride with his dad throughout the winter and spring. He requested that donations be made to
tzedakan lieu of Bar Mitzvah gifs.

You can learn more about Hazon and the Arava Institute at http://hazon.kintera.org/2009nyride/joshdrill.

The Drill Family

Elsa Weintraub

Elsa Weintraub will become a Bat Mitzvah on June 27, 2009. She enjoys playing soccer, spending time with
cousins and friends, and acting and singing. Th
musical production of the trage@ydo and Aeneas.

This spring, Elsa was the student leader in organizing a middle school service projecsctooé This
project, called Neighbor to Neighbor, reaches out to needy families in Spring Valley. It includes grocet
shopping for the families and sorting and delivering the food and supplies. In April, Elsa led her classmates i
yard cleanup thatras ed money t o support and further the N2

Bern Weintraub and Ingrid Hopkins

Jake Lewis

On August 20, Jake Lewis will be called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah. Jake has really flourished and grown
the OJC community. After graduationg Iplans to continue his Jewish education at the OJC. For his Mitzvah
Project he has created a decorative tile wall featuring tiles designed by students in the Nursery and Religi
Schools to be hung on the school wall. We are so proud of Jake for emacinitives and his community.
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Jake is a 7 grade student at South Orangetown Middle School and has made the Exceptional Honors list. He exc
academically and athletically. Jake loves snowboarding and baseball. He plays the piano and is a bl&ekateltlake
adores his two younger sisters, Jessica and Juliette, and his cousins.
We would like to thank the OJC community, particularly Rabbi Scheff, Rabbi Drill, and Sandy Borowsky, for
welcoming us into a wonderful place with their support, whrand friendship.
Karen and Jeff Lewis

Melissa and Lindsay Matalon

Melissa and Lindsay Matalon are 6th graders at the Holdrum Middle School in River ValdheMJre best friends to
each other, and also place great value on their many other specidshipsin addition to being terrific friends, Melissa
and Lindsay are especially wonderful and loving daughters and granddaugbtergirls share a love of the theater and
have acted in several plays at their school, at the Helen Hayes Youth Thaedtat,other venues. Other hobbies include
writing stories, going to the movies, softball, singing, and just about any activity involving friends.

For their mitzvah project, Melissa and Lindsay have regularly spent time over the past year gletiovg @aogroup of
eight girls living in a wonderful home run by Children's Aid in Ridgewood,Thé&se girls range in age from about 5 to
13 years oldAt the special request of a y2arold girl in the home, the next event planned is a birthday party to
cdebrate three May birthdays within the group hothe. f ew of Mel i ssa and Lindsayo6s
be invited to attendvielissa and Lindsay have been surprised to realizahbag foster children are much more similar
than different fron themselves and just all need loving and supportive families to call their own.

Melissa and Lindsay are very excited to celebrate their Bat Mitzvah at OJC on June 20, 2009.

Lisa and Jay Matalon

Mountaindale, Sportsman’s Paradise, by Seymour Perlin

There are places that are synonymous with certain sports. Wimbledon means tennis in June, Augusta means go
August, the Kentucky Derby means horse racing in May and Mountaindale means deer hunting the last two weeks
November.

An 8-yearold from a rural area in upstate New York traveled with his family to visit with his cousins in
Westchester County one Christmas holiday. He, who had never seen a menorah, saw lit menorahs in the windows of ¢
of the houses on the block. The boy asked his failingr the lights were on. His father told him that Jewish people
celebrate different holidays than others do. The f at
year?0 The boy replied, A the first day of hunting se

Hunters cameaup from the city at the end of November. Some came for a day, some came for a weekend, al
those who had threeday vacation before Thanksgiving could come up for as long as nine days. After all, hunting wa
much more important than spending the Thanksgitwoliday at home with family. Hunters came up in pairs or by the
carload. Some organized hunting clubs and rented out the same bungalow colony or summer hotel year after year. T
who rented the same property every year posted signs claiming extlustirg rights to the property.

There were different ways to try and shoot deer. Some groups of hunters built tree platforms in sturdy trees n
the edge of a field. They had several men go two miles away into the woods and make noise to drivéoivardeée
platform. The deer emerged from the woods out into the field and were promptly shot by the men on the platform. C
man set up a salt lick at the back of his house near the woods. The deer came every morning at dawn to enjoy the 1
Then, orthe first day of hunting season, the homeowner shot the unsuspecting deer as they came to enjoy the lick.

Outof-town hunters brought money to the cold, sleepy town. They needed food, warm clothing, provisions and
restaurant to eat in. The hunters Yeoome to the only open restaurant after dark because they could hunt only in the
dayti me and woul dndét waste precious daylight hours.
along with beer.

Jewi sh peopl e d Anirdas thatihave bedéntsloi are not &astter. Meat is kosher only if it is
ritually slaughtered. While | was growing up there was a story about a merchant in town who wanted a deer head ¢
showpiece to hang on his wall. Being a Jew, he would not be abketthe meat from an animal that he shot. He only
wanted the showpiece. One day he went hunting on Bar
saw the silhouette of a large deer walking in the woods. The animal was nearelod gddgtree line. As the deer reached
the edge of the woods, the animal put its leg out first. When the hunter saw the large cloven hoof, he was convincec
had the trophy he was looking for. He aimed and fired his rifle. His joy quickly turned td diseef as Bar sk
dead.

I dondét know whether the story is fact or fiction
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(Rabbi s message, )continued from page 1

I n the Tal mud we r ead: Hakaldsh Bamkh KHeng @& na given oleetb tthe hand s
of an angel: these are the keys to rain, the key
T a 6 &ah). Rabbi Nina Beth Cardin told us that we no doubt have different responses to questions abc
G o didvselvement in matters of potential life and loss. She pointed out that we may never agree on the ans\
but that as caring Jews, we are united by the question: Why?

| pray for strength and healing for those who have experienced loss. | pray for ourragnimmbecome an
ever wiser and caregiving place filled with people who acknowledge loss and nurture hope.

Rabbi Paula Mack Drill

NEFESH

Nurturing Education for Families and Exceptional Students i Halleluyah

nNBOTzel em EIl ohi m: Eve
Child i s Created iIin t

Monday, June 15, 2009 at 8.00 P.M

ry
h e

Rabbi Paula Drill discusses the importance of accepting and understanding the beautiful gifts
God has given us: children. Each child, regardless of learning exceptionalities, needs the
patience, support and respect of his/her family and community.

*To RSVP or for more information, please contact
Sandra Borowsky, MS. Ed., at (845) 398-3982 or at ojcschool@gmail

From Beth Fishman.

This notice appeadain the weekly bulletin of
Congregation Rodef Shalom in Denver, Colorado,
under the heading,
AWhil e Attending Seryv

Are you cold? Please help yourself to a fleece throw offered in the lobby.
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June 2009 s sivan 5769 - 8 Tammuz 5769

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 93!\/»42 |DSNAN3 HSNAN4 12 BNMS ISSNANG 14 BIVAN
Nursery Sch Minysn K:45AM Nursery Sch Minyan 6:45AM us;os ) Shabhat Ends: %16
SS0AM-2M Tih Grade and parcnts 9:30AM-2PM TexpComtext 10AM  Nursery Sch Shabbat Service 9AM
Journoy Gp 1IAM  Intro o Na'mch Forabh/Treats 1P Minyan 730PFM OJOAM-2IM Mischa' Masnv
Minyun 7-30PM 0630PM Mimyan 7:30PM Family Service 6PM  T30PM
Ird Clasy Flyers Dug  Minyan 7:30PM Rubbis’ Tuleud

7300\

Diefensive Driving

7:300M

7 $5SNAN8 16 SIVANg 17 SIVAN 1 0 $BSNAN1 1 19 SIVAN 1 2 20 SIVAN 1 3 21 SIVAN

Mimyam 9AM N Sch Minymn 8:45AM Nursery Sch Minyan 6:45AM 1is:00 ${Shabbat Ends: 9,20
Misyan 7:301'M e Minymn 7:30M\ 930AM2PM TessComtext 10AM  Nursery School Shabbat Service 9AM
s Mimyan 7:30PM Minyan 7:30PM Steppe Mizcha Maari
Simerbood Bd TPM SR ¥ AMinyan 7 Steppang Up incha/Maariy
2 Rubbis’ Talmud HH Chow 8I'M GI0AM- 2 T30
Minyan 7:30PM o . .
Election Mg 7:30PM 7:30PM Ritusl Mig 8PM Shabibat Service 7PM  Joshua Drill Bar
’ Defensive Driving Mitrvah
7:30PM

14 ZJSIVAN15 2J$NAN16 2‘5NAN17 255NAN18 25$1VAN19 27SNAN20 28 SIVAN

Misyan 9AM Yiddish Club 1TAM  Minyan E45AM Misyan 7:30I'M Minyun A5AM s L UShatibae Linds: .22
Misyam 730PM Minyan 7:30FM Minyan 7:30PM Rabbas” Talmud TexaContext 10AM Shabbat Setvice TPM Shabbat Service 9AM
Speaker Series Trusiee Mag 730PM  Sivyum 7:30PM Staff Mectiog 3PM ° Serviee I Melissa | ndsay
TI30PM Minyan 7:30PM Mutalon BM
I st Class Flyers Due HH Chowr 8" Mischa' Masariv
730PM

21 NS‘VAN22 NSNAN23 \1AIIMU224 :rmwz25 3‘&WUZ26 QTM0227 5 TAMMUZ

Mimvam 9AM LxXRosh Chodesh LiRosh Chodesh Toraby'Treats 12PM Minyan 6:45AM iis3 $iShabhat Ends: 9:23
Beacelets for Bravery Temmaez - Day | Tammuz-Day 2 Mimyan 7:30PM TexaConteat 10AM  Shabhat Seevice TPM  Shabbat Service 9AM
Mitzvah Project 12PM Minyaa 7:30PM Minyan B45AM Minyan 7:30PM Flsa Weintrmub Bat
Manyan 7.30PM Rash Hodesh Prog H Chowr 5PM Mitzvah
40PV Miocha' Maariy
Minyan 7:30PM 730PM

28 6TMJZ29 7YAMML$230 B TAMMUZ

Mizyam 9AM Minyun 7-XM Minyan K45AM
Mimyan 7:30PM A Spiritaal Life 11AM
Minyan 7:30PM
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