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The Rabbiõs Desk: A Loss Worthy of Grief 
Early one Thursday morning in April, I entered a conference room at the UJA Federation building in New 

York for a day of learning. The scene felt familiarð200 rabbis, therapists and educators had gathered to 

study an important topic. I greeted several people I know, saw a few classmates from JTS, grabbed my coffee 

and a muffin and found a seat in the crowded room. 
 

This day, however, was no ordinary one and the learning I was about to participate in was actually 

extraordinary. The very fact that this large number of Jewish professionals from across the spectrum from Reform to Orthodox 

had gathered to learn more about this particular topic was amazing. I was there to learn about Jewish approaches to bringing 

comfort after miscarriage, stillbirth and neonatal death. 
 

Historically, Judaism does not have much to say on this topic. Life begins at birth according to our tradition and throughout the 

Talmud and Codes there are no suggestions of ritual or rite for the parents of such a loss. In history, loss occurring at the very 

beginnings of life was commonplace. The rabbisô silence on the topic and their not applying laws of mourning to such tragedies 

tell us that families were expected to just move forward. 
 

In modernity, however, psychological wisdom has taught us that the loss is deep, real and long lasting. Parents experience guilt 

(Am I to blame?), anger (Then just who is to blame? A doctor? God?) and increased anxiety (Can I protect those I love?). In 

Jewish communities, parents are frustrated by the cultural expectation of creating a bountiful family. Many who lose a 

pregnancy or newborn have been trying to get pregnant for months or years. Marriages often go through a period of tension as 

they try to grieve and protect their partner simultaneously. Grandparents experience a double loss: a grandchild and dreams for 

their children. 
 

Loss through miscarriage, stillbirth and neonatal death is extremely common to this day, but very few speak about it. One 

speaker talked about being a ñcard-carrying member of a club in which no one wants to belong.ò He told us that once he started 

speaking about his experiences, he could not find many people unaffected by such loss. Why then do we not speak about it? 

People experience a myriad of emotions that are complicated and often hear well-intentioned family and friends saying the 

wrong things: ñYouôll have another.ò ñThis baby wasnôt meant to be.ò Soon enough, heartbroken parents decide to just be quiet 

about it. 
 

Dvorah Levy, one of my teachers at this seminar, gave birth twenty years ago to a baby girl who had unexpectedly died in utero. 

Dvorah said that she loves and is blessed with six children, but that her family is a bit smaller than it should have been. She told 

us that this childôs milestones are marked only in her imagination. We all understood powerfully that the sharp, raw grief heals 

but is woven into the fabric of a family. The loss never just goes away. 
 

After attending this day of learning, I realized that I could not accept that people would just become quiet about this loss. As 

one of our keynote speakers said, ñGrief that resides only in the private heart is incomplete. Grief needs expression.ò How 

grateful we can all be that over the last twenty years, the Conservative movement has researched and written both legal response 

and creative ritual to help parents cope with their loss. Some parents choose to mark their loss privately while others choose to 

create ritual or adapt traditional lifecycle rites. Rabbi Scheff and I have both walked with families through such losses. While 

the experience is among the saddest that can be shared, there is also an extremely redemptive aspect of such work. 
 

(continued on page 18) 
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How to Reach Us 

 
Synagogue Officeééééééééééééééééé. Phone # 845-359-5920ééééééééé.. Fax # 845-398-1646 
  Office@theojc.org 
Administratorééééééééééééééééééé. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Bookkeeperéééééééééééééééééééé Helen Barnettééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 107 
Office Assistant/Donationsééééééééééééé Maureen Scollo éééééééééééé.845-359-5920 ext. 108 
 
Rabbiééééééééééééééééééééééé Craig Schefféééééééééééééé 845-359-5920 ext. 3 
Associate Rabbiéééééééééééééééééé Paula Mack Drilléééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 8 
Cantoréééééééééééééééééééééé.. Vadim Yuchtéééééééééééééé845-359-5920 ext. 105 
School/Educational Directoréééééééééééé.. Sandra Borowskyééééééééééé..845-398-3982 ext. 110 
Youth Directorééééééééééééééééééé Sharon Rappaportééééééééé.éé845-623-2990 
 
Presidentééééééééééééééééééééé. Glenn Hirshéééééééééééé........,845-365-3096 
1

st
 Vice Presidentééééééééééééééééé.. Andy Blauééééééééééééééé845-365-0543 

Vice Presidentééééééééééééééééééé Jeffry Horowitz   éééééééééééé845-353-8996 
Vice Presidentéééééééééééééééééé.éKim Lori Sokolééééééééééééé845-398-2910 
Treasurerééééééééééééééééééééé. Bob Kleinberger............................................845-624-1410 
Financial Secretaryéééééééééééééééé...Fran Mintzer-Dolberéééééééééé..201-307-8776 

Recording Secretaryéééééééééééééééé Hara Hartman........................................845-634-6093 

Corresponding SecretaryééééééééééééééMarc Levineéééééééééééé........845-398-3645 
 
Book of Life Donationsééééééééééééééé Renee Priceééééééééééééé.....845-634-7244 
Book of Remembranceééééééééééééééé Helen Atlaséééééééééééééé..845-359-4030 
Bulletin Editorééééééééééééééééééé Judy Cohenéééééééééééééé.845-359-5923 
Calendarééééééééééééééééééééé.. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Catering/Kiddushiméééééééééééééééé. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Cemetery Co-Chairéééééééééééééééé.. Abe Barbashéééééééééé.ééé. 845-735-7226 
Cemetery Co-Chairéééééééééééééééé... Arthur Sandersééééééééééé.é..845-638-0473 
Facility Chairééééééééééééééééééé.. Eli Josephséééééééééééééé.845-365-1563 
Associate Facility Chairéééééééééééééé.. Dave Kalanéééééééééééééé.. 845-359-6314 
Food Pantry Co-Chairééééééééééééééé.. Cedine Issmanééééééééééééé845-359-5207 
Food Pantry Co-Chairééééééééééééééé.. Susan Kleinéééééééééééééé 845-354-3653 
Insuranceééééééééééééééééééééé.Abe Barbashééééééééééééé.. 845-735-7226 
Israeli Affairsééééééééééééééééééé.. Jeffry Horowitzéééééééééééé.. 845-353-8996 
Israeli Affairsééééééééééééééééééé.. Allen Levinsonéééééééééééé.. 201-934-9254 
Legal Co-ChairéééééééééééééééééééArthur Sanderséééééééééééé. 845-638-0473 
Legal Co ChairéééééééééééééééééééIrwin Portnoyééééééééééééé..845-562-1028 
Membership Recruitment Co-Chairééééééééé. Esther Berkowitzéééééééééééé845-365-0060 
Membership Recruitment Co-Chairééééééééé. Evelyn Winikofféééééééééééé. 845-358-2564 
Men's Club Presidentééééééééééééééé.. Bart Bookmanééééééééééééé 845-942-2736 
OJC Directoryééééééééééééééééééé.Janet Milleréééééééééééééé. 845-359-7647 
OJC Directoryééééééééééééééééééé.Andrea Sherman..ééééééééééé..845-634-2256 
Publicity/Advertising......................................................................................................................................................... 
Ritual Chairéééééééééééééééééééé. Ken Lefféééééééééééééééé845-353-8668 
Ritual Committee/ Bar/Bat Mitzvah Aliyah Listsééé.. Lloyd Fishmanééééééééééééé201-476-9668 
School Board Co-PresidentéééééééééééééHara Hartmanééééééééééééé..845-634-6093 
School Board Co-President.éé.éééééééééé..Sharon Aachéééééééééééé.é..201-476-1050 
Sisterhood Co-Presidentéééééééééééééé.Cindy Levineééééééééééééé.. 845-398-3645 
Sisterhood Co-Presidentéééééééééééééé.Cedine Issmanéééééééééééé.. 845-359-5207 
Sisterhood Gift ShopééééééééééééééééFrieda Seidnerééééééééééééé 845-359-6366 
Social Action/Good & WelfareééééééééééééMadeline Roimisheréééééééééé. 845-359-4846 
Special DuesééééééééééééééééééééFaye Dinowitzééééééééééééé 845-353-1934 
Web Site ï www.TheOJC.org:éééééééééééé.Marc Levineéééééééééééééé845-398-3645 
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So itôs been one year already. It flew by faster than I ever would have thought and faster than I 

wanted. There were many ups and downs but thankfully, the ups have far exceeded the downs. I 

have met so many of our members during this past year and I have gotten to work with a lot of 

dedicated people and for that I am truly grateful.  

 

I have learned a few things along the way, the most important of which is that I canôt do this job by myself. My 

success is directly dependent upon you. I have been blessed with members of the Executive Board and Board of 

Trustees who all take their responsibilities seriously. I have also been blessed with a congregation that 

volunteers at a minuteôs notice to make sure that we reach the larger community with our loving nature. We are 

so good at taking care of others. I am very proud of the way we provide food and shelter for the homeless, of 

the visits we make to the sick, and of the money we collect for tzedakah. When we call, you respond. 

 

We also can be proud of our accomplishments in the field of education. Our Religious School is flourishing 

thanks to the leadership of our rabbis, Sandy Borowsky, the school board, and of course the parents and 

students. Our Nursery School is still in its infancy and it has already exceeded its financial goals by breaking 

even a year earlier then planned. Our youth division, led by Sharon Rappaport, has won many awards over the 

past few years and we continue to expand programming and youth participation. No one matches the number of 

opportunities we provide for adult education. This effort is led by Rabbi Scheff and Rabbi Drill and it is there 

for the taking. I hope you decide to take advantage of one of our programs sometime in the near future. 

 

The close of this fiscal year also brings to a close our relationship with Cantor Yucht. He and his family have 

been members of our OJC family for over 10 years. I know that you join me in wishing the Yuchts much mazel 

and fulfillment in the cantorôs new position. We thank him for his many years of cantorial service to the OJC as 

our prayer leader and inspiring song leader. 

 

The new fiscal year brings me a new opportunity to grow as a leader and as a person. I am excited by the many 

accomplishments that have occurred over the past year but I realize that my work is not done. The 2009/2010 

fiscal year is our 50th anniversary year and with your help, it will be a year full of excitement and achievement 

for all of us. 

 

Enjoy the summer! 
 

BôShalom, and keep smiling! 
 

Glenn Hirsh 
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From Ritual: Uncertainty 
 

Well, itôs (almost) summertime, and the living is easy: swimming pools, golf 

courses, barbecues, fireworks, vacation, ball games, and of course, my birthday. In 

the ñold daysò the onset of summer meant the end of Shabbat minyansðwe were 

hard pressed to gather 10 (then) men to populate a summer service on Shabbat. Too 

much going on. Too many people away. You know how it is. 

 

Then came the new OJC. The OJC built by Rabbi Scheff, later with the help of Rabbi Drill, Cantor 

Yucht, and our hard-working and visionary leaders (my wife included). The OJC with a large, growing 

membership. The OJC that turned out to pray together, sing together, eat together, even in the heat of 

the summer. Our Shabbat attendance may have dropped from 125 to 100 members, but our services 

now continued to thrive 52 weeks a year. 

 

This summer will be a little different. First, in an effort to keep our dues increase to the bare minimum, 

the board has decided to offer only dessert kiddushes on unsponsored summer Shabbatot. Will the 

hoards of hungry congregants still gravitate to the OJC on Shabbat? Will past president Michael 

Scolnick have to quantify his formula, ñIf you feed them they will come?ò The cost savings make this 

experiment worthwhile. On behalf of a hungry congregation, I urge anyone who has been thinking of 

sponsoring a Shabbat kiddush to contact Krista in the office. It is our hope that enough people will step 

up to the plate to sponsor kiddushes that we will be able to continue to dine year round in the manner to 

which we have become accustomed. 

 

This summer will also be different because we will be without the music of Cantor Yucht. We will all 

have to try to sing a little louder, a bit more in tune, in order to keep the music alive this summer. As 

this article goes to press, plans are still being formulated regarding how we will conduct services after 

Cantor Yucht leaves. Will we find a professional substitute? Will we make use of our own local talent? 

The answer to these questions is up in the air. The vacancy in the position of shaliach tzibbur will 

certainly require some of us to share our talents with our fellow congregants, and take a turn at leading 

our services. Anyone interested can contact one of our rabbis to get on the schedule.  

 

So this summer will be a bit different. But the bottom line is that we are still the OJC. We are still a 

congregation that cares about one another, that enjoys coming together for prayer, for study, for song, 

for food, for friendship. Letôs keep our sanctuary full this summer. Letôs all make it a point that 

whenever we are able we will be in our seats enjoying an OJC Shabbat. 

 

Best wishes to all for a great summer. Donôt forget that Tisha BôAv, a solemn fast day commemorating 

the destruction of both temples in Jerusalem, falls on the evening of July 29
th
 and on July 30

th
. Join 

your fellow congregants in prayer at our candlelight service. 

 
 

Ken Leff, Ritual Chair 
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One of the first expressions we teach our children is ñthank youò (todah rabbah). This simple   

phrase of gratitude is the cornerstone of all positive interaction and communication. In the morning, 

the first prayer we say is ñModeh AniòðñI thank youò (for waking up another morning) and 

throughout the day we use ñthank youò for the simple courtesy of holding the door open, as well as 

receiving a valuable gift. 
 

Gratitude encourages reciprocal kindness among people. Appreciation is the thread that ties our OJC community together 

and creates a bond through prayer, spirituality, learning, mitzvot, joy, and memories. 

 

I would like to thank each student for making our school a happy community of dedicated learners and for a truly 

productive, successful, enjoyable, memorable school year! Yasher Koach! You are terrific!   

 

Thank you to our parents for sharing their wonderful children with our Religious and Nursery School community. Your 

commitment to your childrenôs Jewish education is admirable and your support of the many aspects of our school is truly 

appreciated. It is a great pleasure to share your pride of watching your children grow Jewishly.  

 

With thankfulness, our Religious and Nursery Schools have truly achieved strong partnerships with our clergy, educators, 

parents and the entire synagogue community. Todah Rabbah to Rabbi Scheff for his guidance, wisdom, warmth and for 

being an integral part of our schools, as well as teaching our sixth graders. Many thanks to Rabbi Drill, for sharing her 

creativity, spirituality, and knowledge with all our students in our community and for also teaching our seventh graders.  

 

Sincere thanks to our amazing, dedicated, professional educators for developing a creative, fun learning environment for 

all our students: our Nursery School teachers- Beth Fishman, Robin Sokol, Sandy Weiner, and Caren Zisk, and our 

Religious School teachersðEsther Berkowitz, Shlomo Berkowitz, Assaf Glitzner, Rosina Hirsh, Rachelle Krausz, Alison 

Metzgroff, Sharon Rappaport, Jared Rosenbloom, Lisa Schwartz, Michael Scolnick, Miriam Silber, Robin Sokol, and 

Chaya Weisberg. Thank you to our terrific teachersô aides, who were great role models for our children and helped in our 

classroomðJenna Baitler, Eric Dolber, Gabrielle Freedman, Eric Hirsh, Adam Kaplan, Allison Kleinberger, Jason 

Kleinberger, Scott Scheff, Alana Sokol, Ben Yassky, and Greg Yucht. A special thanks to my office assistant, Julie Hirsh, 

for her warmth, skills, reliability and hard work.   

 

Our Religious School is grateful to Sharon Aach and Hara Hartman, our School Board Co-Presidents, and our entire 

School Board whose everlasting energy is constantly devoted to providing a superior education for all the children at the 

OJC. I would like to thank our class mothers and the many volunteers who helped with our fundraisers, drove on field 

trips, set up at holiday and cultural arts programs, and assisted with curriculum related art/educational experiences in our 

school. I wish I could name each person individually for the full accolades that are deserved, but the list of all our 

dedicated volunteers would take up many pages in this bulletin. The efforts of our volunteers are truly reflected in the 

happiness and progress of our children, as well as the growing success of our Religious and Nursery Schools.  

 

Our schools would like to thank OJC President Glenn Hirsh, the OJC Boards, Sisterhood, Menôs Club, Youth 

Community, our office personnel, and custodial staff for their devoted support, efforts, and energy.  

 

Our Religious and Nursery Schools play an important role in helping to shape our childrenôs Jewish identity. Whatever 

the studentôs age, we strive to educate the whole child and create menschen who will grow to be knowledgeable, and 

committed Jews. If we teach with excellence and enthusiasm, Judaism is rich and powerful enough to be its own best 

advocate. As Abraham Joshua Heschel said, ñYou shall teach them a Judaism that will change the world.ò    

 

We are looking forward to another successful, enjoyable school year in 5770! 

Have a fun, happy summer. 

BôYedidut, 

 Sandy Borowsky   
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Religious School Wrap-up 
 

The years fly by and before we know it, another school year is coming to a close. 2008-2009 saw some changes in our 

school with a 3-day school week. Although many were skeptical at first, I believe we can all see how wonderful this was 

for our younger school-age children. With Sandy at the helm and truly creating a ñlower schoolò her vision turned into a 

beautiful reality. The children had so many new opportunities to create their own community and actually had the space to 

enjoy all the programs and activities. 

 

With her enthusiasm and constant striving for personal growth, Sandy always brings new and exciting ideas and programs 

to our children. We are so fortunate to have her as our educational director because there are not many people with a 

greater love for children and Jewish education. She always inspires us to reach new heights and never accept the status 

quo. Our school continues to grow, even in these tough times, and we owe a large part of this to Sandy. Our childrenôs 

faces show the joy and fun found in our school every day. Thank you, Sandy, for your unending energy and expertise.   

 

How fortunate we are to have Rabbi Scheff and Rabbi Drill spending time in the classroom with our children, getting to 

know them as students, but more importantly forging a bond with each of them. Their presence sets us apart from other 

schools and we are blessed to have them. 

 

What would our school be without the wonderful volunteers who, week after week, do their part to ensure that everything 

goes well and all gets done? Mara Lewin so graciously gives of her time to enhance our music program. Karen Lewis 

coordinates the drivers for our award-winning 7
th
 grade mitzvah project to the Esplanade as well as always being there 

whenever we need her. Jeanne Weiner organizes and distributes the challahsða weekly happening and always with a 

smile. Jeff Lewis prepares the school press releases, which are such a vital way to disseminate important information to 

the public. Lydia Katz worked very hard volunteering with our Religious School children in our library program and 

coordinated the many library volunteers. Michelle Kleinberger, as always, prepared and updated our registration forms, 

saving us time and simplifying our lives. Jeff Weiss and Bruce Rudermanðthank you for managing the parking lot at 

dismissal time. This is so important for the safety of our children. Thank you to all of the class parents and program 

volunteers helping whenever the need arises. Your devotion and continuous assistance surely made the year run smoothly.   

 

The remarkable Religious School Board never ceases to amaze. Every member takes on responsibilities and always is 

there as backup on an as-needed basis. A heartfelt thank you to Nancy Ames, Pam Berg, Marty Cohen, Ina Filip, Staci 

Gelb, Rosina Hirsh, Dawn Kitz-Wekerle, Miriam Schatz-Mizrahi, Kim Lori Sokol, and Stacy Weiss. Our board is an 

efficient, effective and energetic group of extremely dedicated individuals who continue to impress every day. 

 

Last, but not least, thank you to Kevin, Martin, Helen and Krista for all of your help. 
 

So as the 2008-2009 school year comes to a close we reflect back on a year of change and growth. We welcome new 

parent involvement and participation to ensure that our school continues on this pathway of success and excellence. We 

are energized and looking forward to the upcoming year filled with fun, smiling faces and an appreciation of the beautiful 

thing we call the OJC Religious School. Come grow with us and be a part of this exciting spiritual and educational 

experience. Looking forward to an even better 2009-2010 school year. Hereôs to usðLôChaim! 

 

Hara Hartman & Sharon Aach  

     Co-Presidents 
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THE ORANGETOWN JEWISH CENTER  

NURSERY SCHOOL 
 

KIDDIE KAMP -  July 6 th -  August 10 th -  for 2, 3, and 4 year olds -   

Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays from 10 am -  2pm 

 Affordable rat es- Kiddie Pools and Fun Themes-   

Summer Treats, Bugs and Critters, Plants and Animals, Under the Sea,  

Hat Day, Stuffed Animal Show, lots more fun!  
 

and now registering for Fall 2009  

 

   

Fun, Creative, Developmental Secular and Jewish Curriculum 
Literacy, Art, Music, Science, Math, Shabbat, Holidays and moreé 

The personal attention each child deserves!  
Create, Explore, Discover, and Experience  

Build Self -Esteem and Make New Friends  
 

Loving and Nurturing Staff ð Great Student/Teacher Ratio  
Affordable Tuition / Flexible Schedules/ Extended Days  

Member Discount/ Free Memberships for New Enrollees  
 

TERRIFIC TWOS - 2 AND 3 DAY A WEEK OPTIONS   

THRILLING THREES  - 3 DAYS A WEEK, EXTENDED DAYS AVAILABLE  

FABULOUS FOURS - 5 DAYS A WEEK, EXTENDED DAYS AVAILABLE  

AFTERNOON ENRICHMENT - MONDAY --FRIDAY NOON to 2PM   

                          Cooking, Messy Play, Science Experiments, Jewish Culture Club 

BABY Nô ME ïMONDAYS- 11AM ï 12NOON- for ages 12 - 24 months  
 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME! TELL YOUR FRIENDS! 
JOIN US FOR A FREE CLASS AND TOUR OF OUR SCHOOL! 

 

Please call Sandra Borowsky, MS.Ed., Educational Director, at  

(845) 398 -3982, ext. 110 to RSVP, register, or for more information.  

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT http://www.theojc.org  
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Religious School Parasha Ponderings 
 

On Thursdays, our students in grade 3-5 learn Torah as a community led by our beloved Rabbi Drill, who also poses a 

question of the week. The question was: 

 

Does God still call out to people? Why donõt we hear God . . . or do we? 
 

 ñIôm not sure about most people, but God calls out to me. Whenever Iôm about to do something bad God sends a message 

to me to stop. Sometimes I donôt listen but after I do it I regret what I did. Whenever I do something really good, God 

compliments me. Thatôs when God talks to me.ò     Jake Laddis, Grade 3 

 

 ñYes, because if we pray for something and it happens that is Godôs answer and if it does not happen that is also Godôs 

answer.ò     Mitchell Jacobs, Grade 3 

 

 ñWe do hear God. He sends messages by doing happy things or sad things. If God is happy He will make miracles or do 

nice things to you. If Heôs sad or mad at you He will do bad things or something that you donôt want.ò     Emma 

Moskowitz, Grade 3 

 

 ñGod still calls out to people and the only reason we donôt hear is because we are not listening to Him so we do not hear 

Him when He talks to us.ò     Scott Rasch, Grade 3 

 

 ñI think God does. We donôt realize it but God is telling us what to do and what not to do all the time. God is our 

conscience.ò     Jessica Lewis, Grade 4 

 

 ñI feel God still calls out to us. I hear God calling out to me. I feel that God talks to me because He talks to my heart and 

my mind. Especially when I pray. I feel and hear God.ò    Emily Rosenberg, Grade 3 

 

 ñGod still calls out to people. Some people can hear God by listening to the wind blowing in their face because God is all 

around. All you have to do is listen.ò   Max Pincus, Grade 3 

 

 ñYou can hear God if you believe and God does call out to me!ò    Sydnie Weinberger, Grade 4 

 

 ñPeople still call to God because He is like a brother to all of us or a great friend. We can talk to Him and He will not tell.  

We donôt hear Him because we hear Him through our heart or soul, not our ears.ò     Cammy Teadore, Grade 3 

 

 ñGod still calls out to people when we are saying prayers and when we take a moment of silence, we feel like we are 

talking to God.ò      Jarrett Morley, Grade 5 

 

 ñGod does still call out to people. We donôt hear Him because we donôt listen for Him. Thatôs why we think He doesnôt 

call out to us.ò     Justin Schaumberger, Grade 3 

   

 ñGod watches over us and is invisible. He or She does not talk but is still there. Sometimes you can dream and hear God.ò     

Stephen Spector, Grade 3 

 

 ñYes, God still calls out to people but we hear Him in our mind. He talks to us separately.ò     Louie Gelb, Grade 4 

 

 ñGod still calls out to people privately. We do hear God in our souls and in our hearts He tells us advice. I love God.ò     

Rachel Weiner, Grade 4 

 

 ñYes, God does still call out to people. Just now, God has to be careful about who He chooses. The whole galaxy depends 

on HaShemôs choice.ò   Rivka Leah/ Julia Kupferman, Grade 3 

 

ñGod still does. Thereôs too much noise blocking out God: money; TV; owning things; being unkind to each other. We 

have to focus and listen hard to block out the noise and hear God.ò    Michael Scolnick, (Grade 5 teacher) 
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OJCõS ONGOING LEARNING AT A GLANCE 

June 2009 
 

Theodicy ð The study of God and Evil 
Monday, June 1 at 7:30 p.m. 

Join Rabbi Drill for the final session of exploring the question of why bad things happen 
 

Talmud Bõkiut 
Wednesday, June 3, 10 and 17 at 7:30 p.m. 

Join Rabbi Scheff and Rabbi Drill as we make our way through 
the Babylonian Talmudõs tractate of Berakhot (Blessings)  

 

Torah nõ Treats 
Wednesdays, 12:00 p.m. ð 1:30 p.m., June 3 and 17 

Studies in the Book of Prophets with Rabbi Scheff 
 

Text and Context 
Thursdays: 10 a.m. ð 11 a.m., June 4, 11, 18 and 25 

Parashat hashavua (the weekly Torah portion) with Rabbi Scheff 
 

 

My Jewish Journey, by Lydia Katz 

 

Thinking of my faith as a journey has been most inspirational to me. As a matter of fact, before I adopted this belief I was 

ready to consider myself a ñbad Jewò since I was not very observant, rarely attended services, and, while I kept a kosher 

home (mostly because it was the way I was raised) I was rather liberal with eating out. I always observed the High 

Holidays and Passover but few other holidays. Then I attended a Torah &Treats class way back when I first joined OJC. I 

was blown away by the fact that Rabbi Scheff knew my name even though I had just joined and this was my first 

attendance at such a group. We were discussing Moses talking to God while the golden calf was being built at the base of 

the mountain. God was too angry to talk to the people and Moses was trying to convince Him otherwise. Well, I had a 

hard time accepting the possibility of believing in a God who had temper tantrums and was moody, and I said so and had 

many questions, which I asked at that session. When it was over, Rabbi Scheff caught up with me and his words were, 

ñLydia, never stop questioning because thatôs how you learn and growòðand thus my journey began. 
 

     On another occasion, Rabbi Drill was discussing Shabbat observance and she actually circled the table, pointing out 

the ways many of us observed Shabbat. She included me in that group. Feeling very guilty, I approached her at the end of 

the class and said to her that I really was not a Shabbat observer, and she asked me, ñDo you know that Shabbat is a 

special day and different from the rest of the week?ò And I, of course, answered ñyes.ò ñDo you light candles,ò and again, 

I answered, ñyes.ò And she said, ñSo you do observe in your way, donôt you?ò and so my journey continued. 
 

     I admit that I have been taking baby steps, but they have been very satisfying steps. Under Rabbi Scheffôs tutelage I 

became a Bat Mitzvah, something I was denied in my youth. I rarely miss Shabbat services and I must admit that I truly 

feel spiritually moved by them. I take almost every class that is offered by our rabbis if I can schedule them. I no longer 

eat shellfish or meat with dairy out of the house (although I admit I am probably still not as discriminating as our rabbis, 

as I will eat in any restaurant). Iôve tried to increase my mitzvot by responding when my synagogue needs me. 
 

     And so my journey continues. I am not really very sure where it will take me next. I am comfortable and proud to be 

Jewish. I love to keep learning and growing. I ñkvellò from the friendships I have developed here. I bask in the leadership 

and guidance of our rabbis and thrive in the knowledge that they are here for me whenever I need them. I love this road 

that I am on and can only hope it will wind on for a long while. 
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On Sunday May 17, many of us came out to the Nanuet Hebrew Center Torah Fund Brunch to 

lovingly honor the memory of Gladys Weiss zòl. Young and old, men and women, everybody came 

out for the event, a true testament to the ñheart and soulò Gladys brought to the Sisterhood and to 

the OJC. We would like to send a big thank you to Nancy Scheff for putting everything together. It 

was a wonderful day. 
 

Please do not forget that a special tribute will also be dedicated in memory of Gladys Weiss. If you 

would like to make a contribution, please make your donations to the ñGLADYS WEISS FUNDò 

by check made out to the OJC Sisterhood and send it to the OJC office, ATT: Mimi Rosenstock. If 

you have any questions feel free to call Mimi at  (845) 352-6770. 
 

As we approach the summer, it can only mean one thing ï the annual Sisterhood ñUnpool Pool Partyò ï Wednesday 

August 12. Details to follow. Stay tuned!! Remember the Atlantic City Trip is back ï Monday, June 22! Get your money 

in. For more details contact Barbara Brumer at (845) 359-7224. 
 

Big News!! Keep your eyes and ears open for news about a big program coming in November. Can you say ñShalom in 

the Homeò? More details soon! 
 

As we come to the summer and reflect back on this past year we realize that there is truly something special, quite magical 

about OJC, and our Sisterhood reflects that magic and wonder. Individually we touch each otherôs lives in an important 

way and collectively we stand together, striving to make this world a little better. Magic comes from every woman who 

happily and willingly puts forth the effort needed to create a beautiful experience for all. Itôs magical and it brings all of us 

together as a community that cares for its members. It takes effort, enthusiasm, time and money and it happens because 

our members are willing to give freely. 
 

This year is coming to an end, but we are already excited about the coming year. A new board has been nominated and 

will be installed on June 8, and the 2009-2010 program planning has begun. We are happy to welcome new women on the 

board and we honor those who continue to take on new responsibilities every year. It was you, our members, who 

participated and supported Sisterhood and who made this year successful. We thank you all! A new year is beginning! If 

you are not a member yet, join us and enjoy the opportunity to enrich your life! If you are a member, continue your 

participation in Sisterhood and make a difference for all to enjoy! Have a wonderful summer! 
 

For more details on all of our events, please remember to check your mailings, the weekly newsletter ñThis 

Week @ the OJC,ò and the OJC website: http:www.theojc.org. Please support our programs, gift shop, and 

fundraisers. We are here for you and the entire OJC community.  
 

Make the OJC Sisterhood Your Sisterhood!  

Cindy &  Cedine 
 

Remember to visit our gift shop and check out our new 

arrivals. Competitive pricing, no delivery charges, and 

excellent service! Call Frieda Seidner (845) 359-6366 

for all of your Judaica gift needs! 

 

Where youôll always find a friendly face! 
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Menôs Club News 
Ed. note: The following article is excerpted from Bartôs excellent speech at Menôs Club Shabbat on 

April 25, edited to reflect the time span involved. 

  

Let me tell you about being president of the Menôs Club. Itôs like being a frankfurter. Everybody 
likes them, but nobody wants to know how theyôre made. Everybody likes the benefits of Menôs 

Club, but few of us get involved. The men who participated today are part of the small group who 

step up and make things happen.  

 

There are two other main groups of people: those who watch things happen and those who wake up one day and ask, 

ñWhat happened?ò Which group are you in when it comes to OJC? Well, exactly what did that small group make happen? 
 

Each year, we put up our large sukkah. Itôs a major undertaking headed by Jack Teadore, Lonnie Jacobs and Arthur 

Kupferman. Another dozen guys also come to do the work. It takes almost two days to erect, brace, light, cover with corn 

stalks, and decorate. Itôs bulky, cumbersome and requires expertise to erect. It really needs replacing. 
 

We instituted the first session of ñHearing Menôs Voices,ò a program from the Federation of Jewish Menôs Clubs that 

explores our roles as Jewish men. The first session, ñWork and Worth,ò provided us with interesting insights. We want to 

make this a regular feature next year.   
 

We had a financial talk from Harvey Wodar with some strategies for these crazy times.  In February, we collaborated with 

the Religious School to raise money through a series of skits and song parodies written by Jay Rifkin, performed by our 

rabbis, their spouses, the Barbershop Quartet and others. This had the largest audience ever for the Religious School. 
 

This year, for the first time, we participated in the Yellow Candle Program from the FJMC. Each household received a 

yellow candle to light for Yom HaShoah. We had some problems with distribution, but we learned from it and will do 

better next year. We want this to continue as part of the OJC program for Yom HaShoah. 
 

On Sunday, we had a guest speaker, Dave Price, who is a national events reporter for CBS-TV. He has great stories to tell. 

The cost to attend will be used to help replace our aging sukkah and to help fund our continuation of the Bruce Cowen 

Scholarship.   
 

Our last event for the year on May 14
th
 was the Hudson Valley Federation of Jewish Menôs Clubs Man of the Year 

Dinner. This dinner is a contradiction since it recognizes a member who works to make the synagogue and Menôs Club 

better, but does not seek recognition for it. Our honoree is Lloyd Fishman. We hope many of you recognized Lloydôs 

contributions by coming to the dinner and sending in your raffles. 
 

Okay, so we did some nice things with a few men doing the writing, organizing, calling, etc. Another 12-15 men showed 

up to work and participate. But there is so much more we could do. We are all involved in our own lives ï work, family, 

exercise, relaxation. Who has time? Letôs think about this for a minute. Why did we join OJC? Yes, our clergy are terrific, 

but a synagogue is more than that. Itôs a community thatôs more than just the dues we pay. Itôs ultimately about the people 

ï those who come to pray but also those who work to make this the kind of place we want to be a part of. How great could 

this synagogue be if more of us stepped up and got involved? 
 

What I really want to do today is to challenge the men in this synagogue. Whatever attracted you to the OJC can be even 

better. I am especially talking to those of you with children or grandchildren in the Religious School. You have a long-

term investment to protect here and make sure it continues to thrive. We need you to lead one of our committees such as 

the sukkah, Yellow Candle program, Hearing Menôs Voices, scholarship program, Man of the Year, menôs health (we 

would like to run a health fair), social events and others. On top of all of that, we are going to need a new treasurer and a 

new president or co-presidents.   
 

So, if you like what weôve done, if you want it to continue and grow, I challenge you to do something about it. Carve out a 

small amount of time, maybe step out of your comfort zone and do something special for our synagogue, your family, and 

ultimately yourself. You may even enjoy it and find that you get more out of it than you put in. 
 

Sincerely, 

Bart Bookman, Menôs Club President 
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Tanakh Thoughts                          by Marty Cohen 

        
 

 

As I write this article, I am looking ahead to the coming Shabbat Torah portion, which contains this passage 

from Leviticus, XXIV: 

 

If anyone maims another person what was done shall be done in return ï fracture for fracture,  

eye for eye, tooth for tooth. The injury inflicted on a human being shall be inflicted in return.  

One who kills a beast shall make restitution for it; but one who kills a human being shall be  

put to death. You shall have one standard for stranger and countryman alike. 

 

These words, repeated in different form in Exodus and Deuteronomy, go by the name Lex Talionis, which in 

Latin means ñLaw of Retaliation.ò 

 

Many Jews are uncomfortable with this section, being afraid that our text, and thus we in return, will be accused 

of being vengeful. But they should not be uncomfortable for the following reasons. 

 

First, we should examine this feature of the Mosaic code vis-à-vis the codes that existed in parallel at the same 

time. In particular, we should look at the Code of Hammurabi, the legal system of the Babylonian ruler who 

reigned some time before this. Babylonian society was divided into three social classes, that of the aristocracy, 

the regular citizens, and the slaves. The penalty you might receive for a crime against another depended much 

on what class you belonged to and what class the victim belonged to. If a lord injured a citizen he might have to 

pay a fine and if he injured his slave there was no punishment. But should a citizen strike a member of the upper 

class his punishment could be death.  By contrast, the Mosaic Law clearly avoids this. ñYou shall have one 

standard,ò says the law.  Throughout the entire Torah there are no class privileges for anyone. Justice is applied 

equally. What is even more outstanding is that even the stranger, who was virtually unprotected in many other 

societies, was to be judged by the same standard as an Israelite. This appears to be unparalleled in the ancient 

world. 

 

Second, from the very beginning the sages worked to make this law more humane and practical. If you lost your 

eye you would be rewarded at least the financial equivalent of your loss and in addition there would be other 

punishment meted out to the culprit but the literal punishment of eye for eye was not applied. Even in capital 

cases, where a death might be avenged by a death, the sages demanded that the intention of the act be looked 

into and adjustments be made in the law for unintentional deaths. In fact, cities of refuge are described in the 

Torah for those who cause death unintentionally. As time went on, it became harder and harder to impose the 

death penalty. Two reliable witnesses had to be found and even later there was the requirement in some cases 

that the offender, if not warned in advance, escape the punishment of death.   

 

Thus Lex Talionis, as actually applied in early and developing Judaism represented a great step forward in 

equally, justice, and mercy.  If you ever hear someone saying otherwise, speak up! 
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 From the Editor: 
 
 

The Shaliach can be very confusing. At least it is for would-be contributors and even for those who 

write regularly for it. (You know who you are and I know where you live.) Iôd like to take this 

opportunity to clarify stuff you ought to know if you want to submit or are coerced into submitting 

something for publication. 

 

1. Everything is due on the first of the month. This means January first, February first, March 

first, and so on. It doesnôt mean June first or July first because we donôt have a July or August 

Shaliach, and that may be tricky, but it does mean August first, etc. Now this also means that 

when you come to me on May 17
th
 and ask plaintively, ñAm I too late for the June bulletin?ò I 

have to say ñyes,ò which you mustnôt interpret as ñYes, Iôll take your bloody article anyway,ò 

but rather, ñYes, dodobird, youôre MUCH too late.ò Then come the begging, pleading, threats, 

and very bad words. But I remain adamant. Sometimes I even learn a few new very bad words. 

Itôs called secondary gain. 

  

2. Everything thatôs due on the first of the month should be in by the first of the month. 

ñAha,ò you may say. ñNow sheôs getting difficult. Itôs one thing to say everything is due by the 

first of the month but itôs quite another to mean it.ò Maybe Iôm not menacing enough. Maybe I 

have to tell everyone that if their articles arenôt in by the first of the month, Iôm going to take 

away their house and kids and raise their dues. This should work with most people. Not the kids 

part. Plenty of people are quite willing to ship me their kids as home-made gifts.  

 

3. Everything thatôs due and in by the first of the month must be readable. This means that 

emails that arrive as gazillions of cute little rectangles with no words are not acceptable. A 

crumpled ball of paper slipped to me from your car as we pass each other on the Palisades 

Parkway is also not acceptable, nor is handwritten material thatôs been scrawled by a chicken. 

Also unacceptable is any picture or graphic that cannot be moved around the page. This 

interferes with my editorial panache. 

 

4. Everything thatôs due and in and readable by the first of the month must be about Jewish 
things. Itôs a bit of a reach if your son scored 3 touchdowns in junior high school football and 

happened to be wearing a Star of David at the time, or if your granddaughterôs first word was 

ñschmutz.ò Also not newsworthy is the fact that you recently ate a bagel. 

 

5. Everything thatôs due in and readable and about Jewish things must be notarized, 
examined for plagiarism, proofread by three professional proofreaders, translated into 

Hebrew or Aramaic, typed in an interesting font, passed on by a Beit Din, set to music, 

divided into eighths, sautéed in pesto sauce, and certified kosher. Well, maybe I could go 

easy on the pesto sauce. 

 

I hope this little batch of rules does not deter you from submitting articles to the Shaliach. The only 

ones that really matter are Numbers 1-5. Meanwhile, have a happy summer, and get me your stuff by 

August first for the September bulletin or I may have to get ugly. 
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Judy Cohen 
 

 
 

If you loved learning with Sisterhood Scholar-in-Residence Merle Feld, if you love poetry 

and/or if you enjoy journaling, then this course is for you. 

Join Rabbi Drill for five Tuesday mornings: 

June 30ðJuly 28, 11:00-12:30 
 

Merle Feldôs poetry and memoir will be our text. Her journaling 

techniques will guide us to write, share and learn. 
 

If you do not yet own Merle Feldôs A Spiritual Life, bring $18 to the first 

session. Journals will be provided or bring your own. 

 

RSVP to Rabbi Drill at Rabbi.Drill@theojc.org or (845) 359-3930 x8. 
 

 
 

 

 
  

                        

UNPOOL  PARTY 

SAVE THE DATE  

Wednesday August 12, 2009 
 

More information to follow!  
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ART and Torah  
 

 

 

Three great opportunities  

to stretch your creativity and study Torah with Rabbi Drill and Anne Zbar! 
All classes will be held on Wednesdays, 10:00 am to noon 

 
July 15 The Art of Prayer 

*Create  beautiful prayer journals 

*Learn  how to fill your prayers with kavannah ï personal expression 

 

July 29 Amulets and Magic 
*Create  a traditional hamsa 

*Learn  about Jewish folkways and bubbemeisehs 

 

August 19 My Heart is in the East 
*Create  a Mizrach wall hanging for the eastern wall of your home 

*Learn  about our great attachment to Jerusalem to the East 

 

 
 
Return this tear-off with your check made out to OJC by July 7th to  
Anne Zbar, 150 Valley Forge Place, Orangeburg, NY 10962 
 
_________________________ _____________________    ____________________ 
Print Name    Best Phone Number    E-mail 
 

___  Session One The Art of Prayer  $10 materials fee 
___  Session Two  Amulets and Magic  $10 materials fee 
___  Session Three My Heart is in the East  $10 materials fee 
___  All three sessions $25 total materials fee  A BARGAIN!!! 
 
Total enclosed: ________________ 
(If cost is a concern, please contact Rabbi Drill.) 
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Spring and Summer Bõnai Mitzvah 
Lauren Strauss 
Our daughter, Lauren, became a Bat Mitzvah on May 9. Lauren is a 7

th
 grade student at Harrington Park School. 

She has only been a student and member of the OJC for two years but the experience has been wonderful. 

Lauren enjoys playing softball and soccer, reading and dancing, and most of all, spending time with her friends 

and family. 

       For her Mitzvah Project, Lauren will be raising money for the Susan G. Komen Foundationôs fight against 

breast cancer. She will participate in the Komen Greater NYC Race for the Cure on September 13, 2009. This 

race raises significant funds and awareness for the fight against breast cancer, celebrates breast cancer 

survivorship, and honors those who have lost their battle with the disease. 

       Lauren, we are so proud of all the hard work you put into preparing for this special day and we were 

excited to share it with you. 

Karen, Andrew, and Melissa Strauss 
 

Joshua Drill 
Josh Drill, who will become a Bar Mitzvah on June 13, will be celebrating for 

the second time as he will have led services, leyned Torah and Haftara the week 

before at Congregation Agudath Israel in Caldwell, NJ. Josh feels that he has 

grown up in two synagoguesðhere at the OJC and back in Caldwell, and he is 

delighted to share this simcha with both of his communities. A seventh grader at 

Solomon Schechter Day School in West Orange, NJ, Josh loves his friends, his 

school and every sport. He loves most of all to play basketball, baseball and 

roller hockey. And anyone who knows Josh knows that he loves the New Jersey 

Devils. Joshôs parents and older siblings Noah, Sarah and Ben are most proud of 

him for his incredible kindness, his positive energy, and for the way he loves to 

learn about so many different things from magic to geology to current events. 

       Josh was in Israel with his dad from April 28 to May 5, participating in the 

Hazon-Arava Institute Israel Ride, a 300-mile tzedaka bicycle trek, which starts 

in Tel Aviv and ends in Eilat. The 50-mile-per-day bike ride supports two causes 

about which Josh is passionate: the environment and peace for Israel. Josh 

trained for this ride with his dad throughout the winter and spring. He requested that donations be made to this 

tzedaka in lieu of Bar Mitzvah gifts. 

       You can learn more about Hazon and the Arava Institute at http://hazon.kintera.org/2009nyride/joshdrill. 
 

The Drill Family 

Elsa Weintraub 
Elsa Weintraub will become a Bat Mitzvah on June 27, 2009. She enjoys playing soccer, spending time with her 

cousins and friends, and acting and singing. This winter she played the role of Queen Dido in her schoolôs 

musical production of the tragedy Dido and Aeneas. 

     This spring, Elsa was the student leader in organizing a middle school service project at her school. This 

project, called Neighbor to Neighbor, reaches out to needy families in Spring Valley. It includes grocery 

shopping for the families and sorting and delivering the food and supplies. In April, Elsa led her classmates in a 

yard cleanup that raised money to support and further the N2N projectôs efforts. 

Bern Weintraub and Ingrid Hopkins 
 

Jake Lewis 
On August 20, Jake Lewis will be called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah. Jake has really flourished and grown in 

the OJC community. After graduation, he plans to continue his Jewish education at the OJC. For his Mitzvah 

Project he has created a decorative tile wall featuring tiles designed by students in the Nursery and Religious 

Schools to be hung on the school wall. We are so proud of Jake for enriching our lives and his community. 
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Jake is a 7
th
 grade student at South Orangetown Middle School and has made the Exceptional Honors list. He excels 

academically and athletically. Jake loves snowboarding and baseball. He plays the piano and is a black belt in karate. Jake 

adores his two younger sisters, Jessica and Juliette, and his cousins. 

     We would like to thank the OJC community, particularly Rabbi Scheff, Rabbi Drill, and Sandy Borowsky, for 

welcoming us into a wonderful place with their support, warmth, and friendship. 

Karen and Jeff Lewis 

Melissa and Lindsay Matalon 
Melissa and Lindsay Matalon are 6th graders at the Holdrum Middle School in River Vale, NJ. They are best friends to 

each other, and also place great value on their many other special friendships. In addition to being terrific friends, Melissa 

and Lindsay are especially wonderful and loving daughters and granddaughters. Both girls share a love of the theater and 

have acted in several plays at their school, at the Helen Hayes Youth Theater, and at other venues. Other hobbies include 

writing stories, going to the movies, softball, singing, and just about any activity involving friends. 

     For their mitzvah project, Melissa and Lindsay have regularly spent time over the past year getting to know a group of 

eight girls living in a wonderful home run by Children's Aid in Ridgewood, NJ. These girls range in age from about 5 to 

13 years old. At the special request of a 12-year-old girl in the home, the next event planned is a birthday party to 

celebrate three May birthdays within the group home. A few of Melissa and Lindsayôs close friends from home will also 

be invited to attend. Melissa and Lindsay have been surprised to realize that these foster children are much more similar 

than different from themselves and just all need loving and supportive families to call their own. 

      Melissa and Lindsay are very excited to celebrate their Bat Mitzvah at OJC on June 20, 2009. 

Lisa and Jay Matalon 
 

 

 
 

There are places that are synonymous with certain sports. Wimbledon means tennis in June, Augusta means golf in 

August, the Kentucky Derby means horse racing in May and Mountaindale means deer hunting the last two weeks of 

November.   

 An 8-year-old from a rural area in upstate New York traveled with his family to visit with his cousins in 

Westchester County one Christmas holiday. He, who had never seen a menorah, saw lit menorahs in the windows of some 

of the houses on the block. The boy asked his father why the lights were on. His father told him that Jewish people 

celebrate different holidays than others do. The father asked his son, ñFor example, what holiday do I take off every 

year?ò The boy replied, ñ the first day of hunting season!ò 

 Hunters came up from the city at the end of November. Some came for a day, some came for a weekend, and 

those who had a three-day vacation before Thanksgiving could come up for as long as nine days. After all, hunting was 

much more important than spending the Thanksgiving holiday at home with family. Hunters came up in pairs or by the 

carload. Some organized hunting clubs and rented out the same bungalow colony or summer hotel year after year. Those 

who rented the same property every year posted signs claiming exclusive hunting rights to the property.   

There were different ways to try and shoot deer. Some groups of hunters built tree platforms in sturdy trees near 

the edge of a field. They had several men go two miles away into the woods and make noise to drive the deer toward the 

platform. The deer emerged from the woods out into the field and were promptly shot by the men on the platform. One 

man set up a salt lick at the back of his house near the woods. The deer came every morning at dawn to enjoy the treat. 

Then, on the first day of hunting season, the homeowner shot the unsuspecting deer as they came to enjoy the lick.   

Out-of-town hunters brought money to the cold, sleepy town. They needed food, warm clothing, provisions and a 

restaurant to eat in. The hunters would come to the only open restaurant after dark because they could hunt only in the 

daytime and wouldnôt waste precious daylight hours. The restaurant wasnôt kosher, but it sold Hebrew National products 

along with beer. 

Jewish people donôt hunt their meat. Animals that have been shot are not kosher. Meat is kosher only if it is 

ritually slaughtered. While I was growing up there was a story about a merchant in town who wanted a deer head as a 

showpiece to hang on his wall. Being a Jew, he would not be able to use the meat from an animal that he shot. He only 

wanted the showpiece. One day he went hunting on Barskyôs property to kill a deer. As he was crossing a field the hunter 

saw the silhouette of a large deer walking in the woods. The animal was near the edge of the tree line. As the deer reached 

the edge of the woods, the animal put its leg out first. When the hunter saw the large cloven hoof, he was convinced he 

had the trophy he was looking for. He aimed and fired his rifle. His joy quickly turned to disbelief as Barskyôs cow fell 

dead. 

I donôt know whether the story is fact or fiction but I thought it was a tale that had to be told.   
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(Rabbiôs message, continued from page 1)   

 

In the Talmud we read: ñThree keys are held close by Hakadosh Barukh Hu and are not given over to the hands 

of an angel: these are the keys to rain, the keys to resurrection and the keys to the womb.ò (Babylonian Talmud: 

Taôanit 2a-b). Rabbi Nina Beth Cardin told us that we no doubt have different responses to questions about 

Godôs involvement in matters of potential life and loss. She pointed out that we may never agree on the answer 

but that as caring Jews, we are united by the question: Why? 

 

I pray for strength and healing for those who have experienced loss. I pray for our community to become an 

ever wiser and caregiving place filled with people who acknowledge loss and nurture hope. 

 

Rabbi Paula Mack Drill 

 

 NEFESH 
 Nurturing Education for Families and Exceptional Students ï Halleluyah         

 

 ñBôTzelem Elohim: Every Precious          
Child is Created in the Image of God.ò 

                   

Monday, June 15, 2009 at 8:00 P.M  
 

 
 
Rabbi Paula Drill discusses the importance of accepting and understanding the beautiful gifts 

God has given us: children. Each child, regardless of learning exceptionalities, needs the 
patience, support and respect of his/her family and community. 

 

*To RSVP or for more information, please contact  
Sandra Borowsky, MS. Ed., at (845) 398-3982 or at ojcschool@gmail 

 
 

 
From Beth Fishman: 

 

This notice appeared in the weekly bulletin of  

Congregation Rodef Shalom in Denver, Colorado,  

under the heading,  

ñWhile Attending Services.ò 
 

Are you cold? Please help yourself to a fleece throw offered in the lobby. 
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