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When Adar comes in, our joy abounds, says our tradition. Adar is the month of Purim, 

which falls a little later on our calendar this year, thanks to the Jewish leap year and a 

second month of Adar. So I guess our joy is doubled as well with the growing anticipation of 

our merry holiday and the approaching spring. In honor of all this revelry, and in Purimôs 

spirit of not  taking ourselves too seriously (even poking fun at ourselves a bit), I have 

decided to recycle an old (but good, I hope) bulletin article, and save a little creative energy 

for this weekôs sermon. I offer you this clue: to really get this article, you need to read it out loud.   

 

Sew there I was . . . reading last monthôs bulletin article the night I returned from Israel. Reading it again after the 

bulletinôs publication, I was horrified to discover three glaring uncharacteristic (I think) errors in the article. I 

found three words that were spelled incorrectly. Technically, they were words spelled correctly, but not for the 

context in which they appeared. It seems that my spell-checker doesnôt catch certain mistakes, like when ñareò 

should be ñourò or when ñitôsò should be without an apostrophe.   

 

This oversight reminded me of the oft-quoted Talmudic dictum, ñWords that sound the same but have different 

meanings should not be used when discussing food or politicsò (C. Whatta Metzia 42c). Rabbi Bar Bar Barbra 

explains that Yom Kippurim, the Day of Atonement, wood never half bin a fast day if Moses had not been 

homophonic. According to the rabbi, God actually said that the day should be Yom Ke-Purimða day like Purim. 

Afflicting won self, Bar Barbra says, should bee an act of excessive drinking and eating, knot an act of abstention. 

 

Just as we take are food seriously, we all so take hour politics strait up. When President George Bush (double-ewes 

dad) uttered the now-infamous words ñReed my lips,ò he followed them with words too witch he was true: ñKnow 

new taxes.ò We thought he was vowing too give something four nothing; he delivered exactly watt he promised. 

 

Hour tradition teaches that peep-hole here watt they one two here. We can tree lie on are machines two interpret 

are words four us. We shoe dent bee sew lazy as too assume that hour miss takes or pour use off words will bee 

corrected bye a system hue man beans half created. Lettuce dedicate are selves too clarity, two express sing feelings 

end thoughts width consider ration. Than we wonôt heifer knead too real lie on any won butt hour selves inn eggs 

pressing hour hearts in tent. 

 

End remember, bee happy, its ADAR again!!! Chag Purim sameach, 

 
Rabbi Craig Scheff 

Orangetown Jewish 

Center 

The Dr. Richard and           

Jana Adelson Campus 

Shaliach  
March 2008 

Adar I  Adar II 5768 
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How to Reach Us 

 
Synagogue Officeééééééééééééééééé. Phone # 845-359-5920ééééééééé.. Fax # 845-398-1646 
  Office@theojc.org 
Administratorééééééééééééééééééé. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Bookkeeperéééééééééééééééééééé Helen Barnettééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 107 
Office Assistant/Donationsééééééééééééé Jacquie Kroenungééééééééééé.845-359-5920 ext. 108 
 
Rabbiééééééééééééééééééééééé Craig Schefféééééééééééééé 845-359-5920 ext. 3 
Associate Rabbiéééééééééééééééééé Paula Mack Drilléééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 103 
Cantoréééééééééééééééééééééé.. Vadim Yuchtéééééééééééééé845-359-5920 ext. 105 
School/Educational Directoréééééééééééé.. Sandra Borowskyééééééééééé..845-398-3982 ext. 110 
 
Presidentééééééééééééééééééééé. Barry Friedmanéééééééééééé.. 845-641-6367 (cell) 
  845-398-8159 (home) 
1st Vice Presidentéééééééééééééééé.. Kim Lori Sokolééééééééééééé845-398-2910 
Vice Presidentééééééééééééééééééé Andy Blauééééééééééééééé 845-365-0543 
Vice Presidentééééééééééééééééééé Jeffry Horowitz   éééééééééééé845-353-8996 
Treasurerééééééééééééééééééééé. Glenn Hirshéééééééééééééé. 845-365-3096 
Financial Secretaryéééééééééééééééé...Martin Marksééééééééééééé.. 845-638-6909 
Recording Secretaryéééééééééééééééé Hara Hartman..................................................845-634-6093 
Corresponding SecretaryééééééééééééééMichael Parkeséééééééééééé.. 845-627-6104 
 
Book of Life Donationsééééééééééééééé Renee Priceééééééééééééé.....845-634-7244 
Book of Remembranceééééééééééééééé Helen Atlaséééééééééééééé..845-359-4030 
Bulletin Editorééééééééééééééééééé Judy Cohenéééééééééééééé.845-359-5923 
Calendarééééééééééééééééééééé.. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Calendarééééééééééééééééééééé.. Cedine Issmanéééééééééééé..  845-359-5207 
Catering/Kiddushiméééééééééééééééé. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Catering/Kiddushiméééééééééééééééé. Henry Rosenéééééééééééééé845-624-5934 
Cemetery Co-Chairéééééééééééééééé.. Abe Barbashéééééééééé.ééé. 845-735-7226 
Cemetery Co-Chairéééééééééééééééé... Arthur Sandersééééééééééé.é..845-638-0473 
Facility Chairééééééééééééééééééé.. Peter Tarleyéééééééééééééé.845-357-0645 
Associate Facility Chairéééééééééééééé.. Dave Kalanéééééééééééééé.. 845-359-6314 
Food Pantry Co-Chairééééééééééééééé.. Cedine Issmanééééééééééééé845-359-5207 
Food Pantry Co-Chairééééééééééééééé.. Susan Kleinéééééééééééééé 845-354-3653 
Insuranceééééééééééééééééééééé.Abe Barbashééééééééééééé.. 845-735-7226 
Israeli Affairsééééééééééééééééééé.. Jeffry Horowitzéééééééééééé.. 845-353-8996 
Israeli Affairsééééééééééééééééééé.. Allen Levinsonéééééééééééé.. 201-934-9254 
Legal Co-ChairéééééééééééééééééééArthur Sanderséééééééééééé. 845-638-0473 
Legal Co ChairéééééééééééééééééééIrwin Portnoyééééééééééééé..845-562-1028 
Membership Recruitment Co-Chairééééééééé. Esther Berkowitzéééééééééééé845-365-0060 
Membership Recruitment Co-Chairééééééééé. Evelyn Winikofféééééééééééé. 845-358-2564 
Men's Club Presidentééééééééééééééé.. Bart Bookmanééééééééééééé 845-942-2736 
OJC Directoryééééééééééééééééééé.Janet Milleréééééééééééééé. 845-359-7647 
OJC Directoryééééééééééééééééééé.Andrea Sherman..ééééééééééé..845-634-2256 
Publicity/Advertisingéééééééééééééééé Walter Goldmanéééééééééééé. 845-362-0121 
Ritual Chairéééééééééééééééééééé. Ken Lefféééééééééééééééé845-353-8668 
Ritual Committee/ Bar/Bat Aliyah Listsééééééé.. Lloyd Fishmanééééééééééééé201-476-9668 
School Board Co-PresidentéééééééééééééHara Hartmanééééééééééééé..845-634-6093 
School Board Co-President/éé.éééééééééé..Sharon Aachéééééééééééé.é..201-476-1050 
Sisterhood Co-Presidentéééééééééééééé.Cindy Levineééééééééééééé.. 845-398-3645 
Sisterhood Co-Presidentéééééééééééééé.Cedine Issmanéééééééééééé.. 845-359-5207 
Sisterhood Gift ShopééééééééééééééééFrieda Seidnerééééééééééééé 845-359-6366 
Social Action/Good & WelfareééééééééééééMadeline Roimisheréééééééééé. 845-359-4846 
Special Dueséééééééé...éééééééééééFaye Dinowitzééééééééééééé 845-353-1934 
Web Site ï www.TheOJC.org:é.......ééééééééé.Marc Levineéééééééééééééé845-398-3645 
Youth Directorééééééééééééééééééé .Sharon Rappaportééééééééééé845-623-2990 
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Dear Friends, 

Dr. Seymour Cohen, zòl (may his memory serve as a blessing), was a great leader in our 

community who gave of himself in a way that I dare say no one else had ever done. He 

was a healer, a lifelong learner, and a three-time president of the OJC. When I am 

weary, feel put upon, or lapse into self-pity, I remind myself of Seymourôs passion, his 

selflessness, and his devotion to family and community, and then I carry on. 
 

I am pleased to yield my space in this monthôs Shaliach to past-president Arthur Sanders, chair of the 

Dr. Seymour Cohen Memorial Torah Project, so that he can share with you further information about 

this historic event.                                                                                                                                      Shalom,  

Barry 
 

The sofer continues to make progress in writing our new Torah and we continue to 

make progress as a community by investing in it. I am gratified by the generosity of 

our OJC members, but I am still concerned, as less than 25% of our membership has 

committed to participate in this mitzvah. 
 

This project is being undertaken in memory of our past president, Dr. Seymour 

Cohen, whose love of learning has served as an inspiration to many of us. For those 

newer members who did not have the pleasure and privilege of knowing Seymour, this project still serves 

as an opportunity to participate in one of the 613 Mitzvot. This opportunity remains available regardless 

of age, wealth or piety. 
 

On June 8, 2008, our new Torah will be brought into our sanctuary and dedicated in a ceremony that will 

be open to all members of our community. This will be the culmination of a series of educational 

experiences that began with our kickoff event in October 2007 and has continued with the visit of our 

sofer, Rabbi Zerach Greenfield, to our Religious School in January and the lecture of Rabbi Daniel 

Nevins during his February visit. Our sofer will be visiting again on March 26 for an evening lecture, and  

I will continue to keep the community posted on upcoming events. 
 

I am privileged to be heading a committee of hardworking volunteers who are just waiting for your 

phone call. There is a wide range of opportunities to participate financially and you may call me at any 

time to discuss your level of participation. My cell phone number is 845-548-2213. Our committee 

members, Janet Miller (845-359-7647) and Mel Rosenstock (845-352-6770), would also be delighted to 

hear from you. 
 

Unsure of how you would like to participate? Contact Rabbi Scheff or Rabbi Drill. They will work with 

you to choose the right dedication. The Seymour Cohen Torah Project is already a financial success. To 

be a complete success, we all need to be part of this wonderful project. I look forward to hearing from 

everyone. 

Arthur Sanders 
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 Purim: A Day for Sackcloth and Ashes 
 

Well, here we are in March, the month of one of the most solemn holidays on the Jewish 

calendar, Purim. On this day, we are commanded to emulate Mordechai, who set the tone 

for our observance in chapter 4 of the Book of Esther: 

 

                                      Mordechai rent his clothes and put on sackcloth with ashes,  

                                      and went out into the midst of the city, and cried with a loud and bitter cry. 

 

This was the first official celebration of Purim. The story behind the event is well known to us all. 
 

The Book of Esther takes place during one of the saddest times in Jewish history. The Babylonians had 

invaded Israel, destroyed the magnificent first Temple in Jerusalem, desecrated the Holy of Holies, 

captured the Jewish people, and exiled them throughout the Babylonian Empire. Our story takes place in 

Shushan, the capital of the empire, located in what is now the evil nation of Iran. The Jews had lost their 

possession of the Promised Land.   
 

To add insult to injury, the wicked Haman rose to power as the highest minister to the king of Babylonia. 

Haman hated the Jews, a contempt exacerbated by Mordechaiôs refusal to bow down when in his 

presence. Haman, with the kingôs blessing, decided to annihilate the Jews. His plan would have brought 

an end to Jewish history, making the Book of Esther the last book of the Bible. Mordechai went into 

mourning, removing his civilian clothing, and donning the garb of mourners. 
 

Thus, on Purim, we remember tyrants like Haman, a predecessor to Hitler and all the other tyrants who 

rose against our people throughout history. We dress in costume on Purim to remember this sad time. 

The costume of sackcloth and ashes worn by Mordechai is the most appropriate for us to wear to 

synagogue for the reading of the Megillah. 
 

The Megillah itself is read in hushed tones, barely audible above the weeping of the congregation. The 

crying is to intensify each time the name of Haman appears in the story, emphasizing the sadness which 

was brought to our people by Haman and those of his ilk who arise against the Jews in every generation. 

We try to drown out with our crying the reading of Hamanôs name, to soften the impact that this name 

has on our people each time it is said. 
 

We are commanded to observe this solemn day every year:  
 

And these days are remembered and observed throughout every generation,  

every family, every province, and every city; and these days of Purim  

will not pass away from among the Jews, nor will their remembrance  

cease from their descendents. 
 

Please join us in this yearôs remembrance of one of the saddest days of our calendar. Plan on joining the 

annual Fast of Esther by refraining from food or drink from sundown to sunrise. Our observance starts 

at sundown on Saturday, March 3. Letôs all put on our sackcloth and ashes, and observe Purim the OJC 

way. 
 

Ken Leff  
Ritual Chair  
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News and Thoughts from Your Intern: Leana Moritt 
 

As many of you know, I live in Tenafly, New Jersey, the town made famous for protesting our eruv all 

the way to the United States Supreme Court. Over the years of this contentious battle, not only Jews, but 

all citizens and taxpayers have suffered the social, financial and spiritual cost of pressures that frayed the 

fabric of harmonious coexistence. 
 

Some believe that the courtôs final decision to let the eruv remain should finally put the matter to rest. 

However, there are others who think that those responsible for creating such divisiveness and tension in 

our communities have unfinished teshuvah work to do. Although they have not couched their opinions in 

such traditional Jewish language, this non-partisan and interreligious contingent feels that the attorneys 

and community leaders who fought so fervently for their cause now have a responsibility to direct their 

considerable energy toward bringing our various communities together.   
 

It is with this goal in mind that the Bergen And Rockland Goodfaith Association for Interreligious 

Negotiations (BARGAIN) Commission has been formed to help heal the wounds of the battle. As such, 

they are pleased to announce what they hope will be the first of many initiatives toward further 

understanding and cooperation between our diverse communities. 
 

In a groundbreaking announcement made on Rosh Hodesh Adar Aleph, BARGAIN has announced 

unprecedented programs that will spread across religious, denominational, state and county lines to 

further their goal. During the Jewish month of Adar Bet, the following initiatives will be in effect: 
 

Å All Jews who live in Rockland who can prove attendance at any morning minyan will pay New 

Jersey gas prices at all Rockland gas stations. Proof can be offered by either tefillin strap marks on their 

arm or a pocket empty of change from donations to the tzedakah box.  
 

Å All Jews who live in Bergen who can prove Shabbat observance will be given the entrance codes 

to all places of business so they can shop locally on Sunday. Proof can be offered by the serene look and 

lack of jaw and shoulder tension produced by staying away from the Bergen roads and stores on 

Saturday. Further proof can be offered by testimony of friends and neighbors who have been invited for 

a Shabbat meal.  
 

Å Members of all communities who perform acts of goodwill and solidarity or send gifts and 

donations during the month of Adar Bet will see these benefits reverberate beyond county and religious 

lines, political parties, and beyond any human system of time. 
 

The message of BARGAIN is simple. Create the community in which you want to live. Celebrate, 

participate, invest.  What you receive in the bargain may surprise you.   
 

I wish you all a joyous and very silly Purim. 

Rabbi Leana   
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Happy Adar I and II, Letôs have fun!! In the spirit of laughter and learning: letters! 

 
Dear Mrs. Pebblerowsky,  

      I am a new parent in the Religious School. We commute from Long Beach Island, New Jersey 

because we heard that the OJC is fantastic. During our very, very long ride home, I was 

concerned listening to the children recap their day at Religious School. My son sa ys the 

teacher kept talking about a student named Derek Eritz. Are you aware of this brownnosing student and the 

n_[]b_l¡mł`[pilcncmg9ł;fmi&łgsł^[oabn_lłm[c^łnb[nłmb_łb[młnił\lchałgih_słniłL_fcaciomłM]biifł_p_lsł^[sł`ilłNt^_e[b(ł

There obviously is a bully in her class who is taking payoffs. Your immediate attention to these matters is greatly 

appreciated.  

Mrs. Wanda Know  
 

Dear Mrs. Know,  

     I would like to clarify your childrenôs recap of their Religious School day. Derek Eritz is derech Eretz, a Hebrew phrase that 

means ñthe way of the land,ò commonly associated with showing polite, respectful, and thoughtful behavior to people and the 

environment. Your son will never meet Derek ñgoody two shoesò Eritz in person, but the Talmudic laws of derech Eretz are 

the timeless rules of decency and Jewish values that are still relevant and taught today. Also, I can assure you that there is no 

bully in your daughterôs class. Tzdekah is the Hebrew word for charity. We encourage our students to bring charity to help the 

needy in Israel and throughout the world. This year our school will donate all the money collected to help Darfur. Each class 

will do a mitzvah (good deed) hands-on project of chesed (kindness). We are so happy to have your family in the OJC 

community.  

 

Todah Rabbah, Sandy Peck-Borowsky  

Dear Mrs. Pickbrasky,   
      My son, Boychick, came home from Religious School today saying he learned that he should love and take care of 
Karl Yizrole. I looked in the school directory and not only wasnõt Karl on Boychickõs class list, he wasnõt listed as a 
student in any class. I think itõs presumptuous for the teacher to encourage these behaviors since the students donõt 
even know who Karl is. Boychick also said he spent the first five minutes of class making cards for Raphael Shyleema, 
another child whose name is not in the directory. I would like to know the purpose of the teacherõs statements and 
lessons.  

Ms. Connie Fused  
 

Dear Ms. Fused,  

       The teacher was not referring to a child named Karl Yizrole, but Klal Yisrael, all the people of Israelðall Jews. We try to 

instill a love of Judaism and the Jewish people (Klal Yisrael) in our students and a sense of responsibility for all Jews to take 

care of one another. Refuah Shlema are wishes for a speedy recovery. The cards the children made were not sent to a person 

named Raphael Shyleema, but to sick patients at Hackensack Childrenôs Hospital who love to receive get-well greetings from 

our students. Five minutes and a card can truly change a sick childôs day. I truly appreciate your interest.  

Bô Shalom, Sandy Peck-Borowsky  
 

Dear Mrs. Pickleowski,  
      The children in my carpool call the students who were absent from Religious School òloco.ó I questioned them about 
using this inappropriate expression but the kids  said they learned it from their Religious School teacher. I know that 
school at the OJC is fun and the children love to attend, but I am astonished that any teacher would encourage them to 
talk so flippantly about another child. I know you agree that this  is unkind and will rectify the situation. I would also 
like to know about a child named Perry Hagafin. My children asked if we could bless him on Friday night. Whois this 
Perry person? Please contact me as soon as possible. 

Clara Fye 
 

Dear Mrs. Fye,  

     The word ñloò in Hebrew means ñnoò and the word ñpoò means ñhere.ò The children are calling the absent students ñlo 

poò ñnot here,ò not loco. There is no child in our school named Perry Hagafin. I think the children were asking if your family 

could make Kiddush on Friday night to welcome Shabbat. The blessing is for wine and the words are ñborei pôri hagefen,ò not 

for Perry Hagafin. I was so happy to hear the children are using their Hebrew vocabulary at home and want to recite brachot 

(blessings). 

Kol Tuv, Sandy Peck-Borowsky 
 

Please know that the only foolish question is the one you donôt ask! We appreciate your questions, comments and concerns! 

Parents Are Our Partners!  
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Remember the four main mitzvot of Purim: hearing the Megillah (The Book of Esther); sending mishloach manot (gifts of food 

and drink) to friends, neighbors and family; matanot lôevyonim (giving to the poor); and partaking of a seudat Purim (Purim 

meal). We invite you to our Religious Schoolôs Fifth Annual ñCatch a Rising Jewish Starò Talent Show on March 18th. Please 

join the OJC community for the Megillah reading, an extraordinary Purimspiel, and our fabulous Purim Carnival on March 

20th. For all school happenings, including our studentsô activities for Israelôs 60 (days) to 60 (year birthday), please read your 

ñAnnouncements,ò visit our website, and enjoy our e-mails!       
 

Purim Sameach,  

Sandy Borowsky 
 

 

THE ORANGETOWN JEWISH CENTER NURSERY SCHOOL 
 

   
 

is now registering for the 2008 school year!!  
 

Fun, Creative, Developmental Secula r and Jewish Curriculum  

Literacy, Art, Music, Science, Math, Shabbat, Holidays and moreé 
 

Welcoming Community  

Loving and Nurturing Teachers  

Great Student - Teacher Ratio  

Affordable Tuition  

Flexible Schedules ð Extended Day  

Brand New Playground  
 

TERRIFIC TWOS, THRILLING THREES, FABULOUS FOURS, 

AFTERNOON ENRICHMENT, SHABBAT SHALOM  

and  BABY Nõ ME PROGRAMS 
 

PLEASE JOIN US AT OUR OPEN HOUSE:  

Socialization, Songs, Art Project, Stories, and Snack  

Stay and Play on Wednesday, March 19, Friday, March 21,  

or Sunday, M arch 23. Please RSVP.  
 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME! TELL YOUR FRIENDS!  
 

Canõt attend an Open House?   

Call to join us for a free class and tour of our school!  
 

Please call Sandra Borowsky, Educational Director,  

at (845) 398 - 3982, ext. 110 to register or  

for more  information.  
 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT www.theojc.org  
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OJCõS ONGOING LEARNING AT A GLANCE 

March 2008 
 

Iyyun Tefillah 
Saturday, March 8 at 8:45 a.m. 

An in-depth exploration of our Shabbat liturgy with Rabbi Drill 
 

Seudah Study 
Saturday, March 8 at 5:00 p.m. and 22 at 6:15 p.m. 

Conclude Shabbat with seudah shlishit and a study of contemporary Jewish thought 
 

The Adult Bar/Bat Mitzvah Series in celebration of ò60 to 60ó 
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. 

March 12: òExploring the Holy Land through the eyes of our ancestorsó with the Rabbis 
March 19: OJC welcomes AIPAC 

March 26: òIsraelõs history through the scribal artsó with sofer Zerach Greenfield 
(in conjunction with the Dr. Seymour Cohen Memorial Torah Project) 

 

Text and Context 
Thursdays: 9:45-10:45 a.m., March 6, 13, 20 and 27 

Parashat hashavua (the weekly Torah portion) with Rabbi Scheff 
 

Cantorõs Cantillation Crash Course 
Thursday, March 6 at 8:00 p.m. (beginning January 31) 

Join Cantor Yucht for the last of a six-session course to learn how to read from the Torah in 
celebration of the Dr. Seymour Cohen Memorial Torahõs completion! 

 

Toward a Purposeful Jewish Life 
Monday, March 17, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Jewish ethics with Rabbi Drill: òMechabayd Zeh et Zeh ð Honor One Anotheró 
 

Torah nõ Treats 
Wednesday, March 12 and 19 at noon 

Studies in the Book of Prophets with Rabbi Scheff 
 

Friday Night Lecture Series 
Friday, March 21 at 7 p.m. 

Dr. Marty Cohenõs topic this month: òEzekiel: The Most Unusual Prophetó 
 

Talmud Study Group 
Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. 

An informal, congregant-led study group on texts relating to Jewish ethics 
 



 9 

60-60 
 

The Orangetown Jewish Center will celebrate Israel for sixty days from March 8
th

 to May 8
th

 in an 

extravaganza event ñ60-60: 60 Days and 60 Ways to Celebrate Israel.ò 

 

This event will kick off on March 8
th

 with a concert by the Israeli-style rock group SOULFARM and for 

the next 60 days there will be an event or activity every day. 

 

The week begins with Sunday dinner and an Israeli movie; on Mondays there will be an eight-week 

beginners Ulpan class; on Tuesdays we will have a nine-week Israeli dance class; on Wednesdays, the 

Learning Exchange will present speakers, authors, and rabbis discussing a wide range of topics, not to 

mention some fun and games.   

 

Thursday is ñTaste of Israel,ò when guest chefs and cookbook authors will demonstrate Israeli and 

Mediterranean cooking. Reservations have been made with restaurants in New York and New Jersey to 

sample their Israeli cuisine.   

 

Virtual Fridays will take us into cyberspace where we will link our community to Israeli websites, and a 

very special Friday night Shabbat dinner has been planned to reunite all the people who have traveled 

with the OJC to Israel.  

 

On Saturday we rest, but continue to celebrate by learning on Shabbat morning with our rabbis, Shira 

Bôtzibur (community singing) following our Kiddush lunch, Seudah study and Havdalah. 

 

There are also special programs throughout the 60 days: an Israeli wine-tasting event, an Israeli Café 

night, an Israel Bonds Breakfast, a Rosh Hodesh dinner honoring women, with a special tribute to 

Hadassahôs Henrietta Szold, and our annual cantorial concert: ñCantors Celebrate Israel.ò The 

culminating event on May 7
th

 will begin with an outdoor torch ceremony for Yom Hazikaron that will 

lead into a mega-celebration with Israeli food, a shuk and a Jewish DJ! 

 

All of these events, dates, and times are in a 60-60 catalog, which you have already received by mail and 

can now be downloaded from our website.  

 

For more information, please visit the 60-60 page on our website at http://www.theojc.org or contact us at 

ojcisrael60@theojc.org. 
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Hats off to Dina Yucht and Nina Tarley for a wonderful Israeli brunch! What a terrific way to start the 

week with Israeli food, music and dancing with friends. A great time was had by all. We even had a few 

husbands join in the fun. Dina has promised us a Russian brunch for next yearðblinis and borscht for 

everyone! 

  

Purim is here and so is our big fundraiser. Please contribute to the mitzvah of Mishloach Manot and wish 

all of the OJC congregants a happy Purim. Mail your check for $54 to Adele Garber to participate.  

 

Come out and join us for our 4
th

 Annual Women's Seder on Sunday March 30. This is such a wonderful 

time and a very special intergenerational evening for women and children. It is $25 for members, $30 for 

non-members, and $15 for children 8-12. Please RSVP to Nina Asch at (845) 356-5776.  

 

Remember the Sisterhood Scholarship Grant program. Our Sisterhood annually provides scholarship 

money for children participating in an organized first-time trip to Israel. For more information please 

contact Lydia Katz at (845) 352-2406. 

 

And donôt forget thereôs so much more! Join us on May 4
th

 for the Sisterhood Fashion Show! Itôs all 

about Chai Style. 

 

We are also planning to fill positions for our 2008-2009 Sisterhood Board. If you are interested in joining 

the board, contact Cindy or Cedine.  

 

For more details on this and all of our events please remember to check your mailings, the weekly 

newsletter ï ñThis Week @ the OJCò and the OJC websiteðhttp://www.theojc.org. Please support our 

programs and fundraisers. We are there for you and the entire OJC community.  

 

Make the OJC Sisterhood your Sisterhood! 
 

Cindy &  Cedine 

 

 

Where youôll always find a friendly face! 
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Purim & Politics 
 

The four major political candidates (John McCain, Mitt Romney, Barack Obama and Hilary 

Clinton) are trying to win the support of every voting block in the country. Of course, the 

Jewish vote is very important. So the candidates have agreed to meet with a group of 

influential Jewish people, looking for their support. At this meeting, the first question they are 

asked concerns their thoughts and opinions about the holiday of Purim. These are their 

responses. 

 

John McCain 

 

I can identify with Mordechai since I was a prisoner too. But since Mordechai had Esther to help him, he was not a 

prisoner as long as I was. Also, Esther spent too much time trying for a diplomatic solution to discredit Haman. 

She should have rallied her Jewish troops and occupied Hamanôs palace. They could have fed Haman those three-

cornered pastries until he was sick of them and gave up. This would not require a timetable, only an indefinite 

supply of the pastries. 

 

Mitt Romney 

 

I am in favor of celebrating Purim, which shows how a woman can sway her husband to get rid of a would-be 

tyrant who is persecuting her people. Wait a minuteðthat sounds a little like she was deceitful. As you know, I am 

against deceit, so therefore Esther may not have been as good as she seems. On the other hand, tyrants are not 

good. So getting rid of Haman was not a bad thing. However, she conspired with Mordechai, who was declared a 

criminal, so her behavior may have been criminal. But she was protesting an evil man. Anyway, I really like those 

hamantashen. 

 

Barack Obama 

 

Purim shows how one person can effect change. It also proves that you do not have to have a lot of experience to 

make changes. Esther was hardly an experienced leader when she saved the Jewish people.  This proves that youth 

and change should go together. Nobody else in the race can claim that. It also shows that inexperience can be an 

asset when making changes since an inexperienced person does not know what he can and cannot do in a given 

situation. Therefore, think of how my inexperience can be like Estherôs when you go to vote. 

 

Hillary Clinton  

 

I am the only candidate who can really identify with Esther since I am the only woman in the race. She also 

demonstrated that by being close to the king she was able to influence his decisions. She showed that women can be 

leaders. My time in the White House is similar to Estherôs role as queen. But I bet she did not have to deal with the 

whole right wing conspiracy. That was a lot more than dealing with Haman.  She did not have people looking for 

her records. Therefore what I did was better than what Esther did on Purim. Maybe when I am elected we should 

make some pastries to celebrate the event. 

 

 

Have a Happy Purim 

 

Bart Bookman  
Menôs Club President 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 12 

Guest Editorial                           by Marty Cohen 
 

 

 

For many years, Judy and I have been switching articles for the Purim issue. Iôve therefore been able to 

present the congregation with some ideas for long-overdue reforms in our operations. This year I wish to 

address the problem of using Hebrew during our services and rituals. 

 

Unfortunately, the use of Hebrew is kind of inconvenient. Most of us are not fluent in the language and 

are, quite frankly, too lethargic to make a real effort to master it. Having pondered over this problem for 

many a year, I am pleased to offer the following suggestion, which I know will be warmly embraced by 

most of our membership. My plan is to replace Hebrew with Spanish. Though this may seem a bit 

unsettling at first, it really has many advantages, some of which are listed here: 

 

¶ Spanish is definitely the up-and-coming language in our country and so weôll all be more ñwith it.ò 

¶ Services will still be in a foreign language and so the feeling of something esoteric will remain. 

¶ Spanish is taught in the public schools, so the Religious School can pass the language-teaching burden 

off and will be able to concentrate on Judaism. 

¶ Both Spanish and English are read in the same direction, so we all can get over that nagging dyslexic 

feeling generated by our current Hebrew-English prayer books.  

¶ It will u nite us with the strong Sephardic tradition in Judaism. 

¶ We can still have fun with the old-timers, like our Ritual Committee stalwart Lloyd Fishman, who 

will insist, no doubt, in davening in the more traditional Castilian Spanish. 

¶ Sombreros are so much more interesting than yarmulkes. 

¶ Some women, now a bit shy about putting on a tallit, will feel very comfortable with a mantilla. 

¶ We can keep Rabbi Scheff busy for a few more years directing the writing of a new Torah (at least 

one) in Spanish. 

¶ Instead of mumbling amen, think of the joy of yelling out olé at the end of a blessing. 

¶ We will no longer have to worry about pronouncing the letter chet (˥) correctly. 

¶ It will make former presidents Nohra Leff and Anita Gottlieb very happy. 

¶ We will be able to read advertisements in the subways. 

¶ Finally, it will cause a lot of turmoil at OJC and there just hasnôt been enough of that around lately, 
like in the good old days. 

 

Well, mis amigos, what do you think? Caramba! 

 

 
 

 



 13 

Twisted Tanach Thoughts                                    by Judy Cohen  
 
 
 
 
 
The difficulties in the Middle East have been solvedðcompletely. The answer is chocolate. One would think that 

this solution would have popped up centuries ago when troubles were fewer and tastes were simpler but no, it had 

to wait for the recent scholarly expedition of Professor Herschel (aka Hershey) M. (and M) Nestlé and his team of 

intrepid gourmets from the University of Nosherai in the techno-town of Halavah, just outside of Jerusalem.  
 

Professor Nestlé and his crew were busily exploring a cave (as is their tendency) when suddenly one of his 

associates shouted, ñOil! I think weôve struck oil!ò  
 

ñNarishkeit,ò snarled Nestl®. ñThis is Israel, you yahoo, not Iran. We have no oil.ò 
 

ñBut Professor,ò yelled his co-worker, ñyou gotta see this!ò 
 

Annoyed and extremely hungry because the expeditionôs kitchen staff had gone on strike in imitation of the 

American TV writers just to see if anyone would notice, Nestlé trudged over to the cave entrance and looked down. 

What he saw is the stuff history is made ofðCHOCOLATE! Under the feet of the expedition members was a 

steady stream of goo that smelled heavenly.  
 

By then everyone was chanting, ñOil! Oil!ò and running about in ever-decreasing concentric circles. But Nestlé 

stopped them with a shout. ñSmell this stuff!ò he commanded. All noses pointed downward. Then a murmur arose 

from the group. To the untrained ear it sounded like, ñyummy,ò but if truth be told, it was the sound of authentic 

and vital discovery.  
 

Gathering the chocolate and schlepping it to government headquarters would have been an easy exercise, had it 

not been for that lousy kitchen staff strike. All the expedition members were hungry, and once it was determined 

that something infinitely more valuable than oil had been discovered, the scholarly group of scientists behaved 

more like a pack of 7-year-olds with Chanukah gelt (the candy kind) than dignified researchers. However, enough 

chocolate was gathered (leaving the corners of the cave for the poor, of course) to satisfy the cravings of the entire 

Middle East.  
 

You may still be wondering how the difficulties of the region were solved by chocolate. Well, itôs really simple. This 

country hates that country. This government hates that government. Oil-rich places hate oil-poor places. People 

who are alike hate people who are different. Boys hate girls (when theyôre under 10). Cats hate dogs. You get the 

idea. However,  
 

EVERYONE LOVES CHOCOLATE!!!!  
 

Today, if you should roam the streets of Jerusalem, Damascus, Cairo, or any Middle Eastern city you 

may be surprised at what you see. Border guards? Nah. Soldiers with rifles? No way. Veiled and not-so-

veiled hostility? No more! What you will see is a huge bunch of people who all look the same (mainly 

because theyôre very messy eaters and thereôs chocolate all over their faces and clothing). There is peace 

in the land because everyone is noshing on chocolate and no one has time or the inclination to make war. 

And you thought chocolate wasnôt healthy. . . . 
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Decode for Important Messages 
 

Noigiler fo modeerf ni eveileb. 

SweJ wollef ruoy troppus. 

Yadot fo aisreP eht si ti. RufraD evas. 

Dlrow yad nredom ruo rof iahcedroM a eb. 
 

Donõt miss our Youth Service March 1st or this yearõs  

Purim Carnival on March 20th. You have to be in it to win it! 
________________________________________________________________________________ ______________  
 

OJC Youth Shabbat Is Coming! 
 

We invite the entire OJC congregation to services led completely by the OJC Youth, Saturday, March 1
st
 

 

Saturday Morning Services begin at 9:00 A.M. and programming continues throughout the day until 

Havdalah. All youth at OJC in grades 4-12 are invited to participate in Saturday morning services. Itôs 

sure to be a blast! 
 

To volunteer to lead a part of the service, contact Scott Scheff, USY Religious VP, at 

scooterdude3892@aol.com or call him at (845) 596-7746.  

 

RSVP: For all other questions, please contact Sharon Rappaport, Youth Director, at 

sharonrap2@aol.com or at (845) 623-2990. 
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Shabbat with your family and friends 
so close and yet so far ï 

Ramah Day Camp in Nyack! 
 

Friday eve ning May 23 through Saturday night May 24, 2008  
 

Join us for a complete and joyful celebration of Shabbat  

¶ Ruach- Spirit - filled Shabbat services.  

¶ Truly delicious meals: Friday night, Saturday breakfast, lunch and Seudah Shlishit  -  the 

third main meal of Sha bbat  

¶ Creative Shabbat activities for babies to teens  

¶ Fabulous sports, nature hike w/ trained Ramah staff  

¶ And just imagine . . . Havdalah  under the stars!  

¶ $365 family of 3  

¶ $430 family of 4  

¶ $500 family of 5 or more  

¶ Children age four and under are free.  

Early registration fee for the first 15 families: $150 subsidy.  

 

Contact Nanci Goldman (845) 362 - 0121 or nanisit@aol.com  

 

Shabbat in May seems to be a great date for so many of our families! We have marked our 

ÈÆÑÊÓÉÆ×ØdÆÓÉdÆ×Êd×ÊÆÉÞdÙÔdÌÔed©ÔÓ̃ ÙdÕÚÙdÙÍÎØdËÑÞer aside!  

DUE TO HOUSING AVAILABILITY, WE ARE LIMITED TO 25 FAMILIES.  

 
 
 

TO HOLD YOUR PLACE, RETURN WITH A DEPOSIT OF $100 to:  

ORANGETOWN JEWISH CENTER  

8 Independence Avenue  

Orangeburg, NY 10962  

Attn: Nanci Goldman  

FAMILY NAME __________________ADULTS:_______________________ 

CHILDREN ˾Names and ages: 1. _________________________   

2. ___________________________  3._____________________ 

4. ___________________________  Phone __________________________ 

E- mail _____ÄÄÄÄÄÄÄÄÄÄÄÄÄÄÄÄÄÄÄdͯd¾ÊØpd®dÜÔÚÑÉdÑÔÛÊdÙÔdÇÊdÔÓdÆdÈÔÒÒÎÙÙÊÊ 
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