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Warning: This edition of the Shaliach is not suitable for the faint of heart 

and humor.  
 

Itôs Purim, and that means itôs time to fulfill the time-honored tradition of poking fun at ourselves. On 

Purim we are commanded to blur the line between good and evil, Mordechai and Haman, appropriate 

and inappropriate. Why? Perhaps itôs because our sages understood that life is hard enough, serious enough, precarious 

enough, especially for the Jews. So once a year we have to let down our guard, be a little less sensitive, a little more 

carefree, even at the expense of our teachers, our tradition, and our Torah. The phrase Purim Torah is used to describe this 

kind of humor, the self-denigration that fills some of the pages of this bulletin. So beware! 
 

Sigmund Freud once wrote: ñI do not know whether there are many other instances of a people making fun to such a 

degree of its own character.ò Perhaps this is so because Jews deal with so many subjects that cause them anxiety, and it is 

human nature to address anxieties by laughing at them. Perhaps this is so because we are part of a religious culture with a 

penchant for self-criticism. No matter the cause, we as Jews address the serious concerns in our livesðeven existential 

threatsðwith humor. Consider these timeless statements on anti-Semitism, death, materialism, and rabbis! (And thank 

you to Rabbi Joseph Telushkin, author of Jewish Humor.) 
 

In 1939, a Viennese Jew enters a travel agentôs office and says, ñI want to buy a steamship ticket.ò ñWhere to?ò the clerk 

asks. ñLet me look at your globe, please.ò The Jew starts examining the globe. Every time he suggests a country, the clerk 

raises an objection. ñThis one requires a visa. . . . This one is not admitting any more Jews. . . . The waiting list to get into 

that one is ten years.ò Finally the Jew looks up. ñPardon me, do you have another globe?ò 
 

An elderly Jewish woman, hovering near death, calls in a rabbi. ñI have two requests before I die. First, I want to be 

cremated,ò she says. ñBut thatôs forbidden,ò the rabbi replies. ñCremation is the grossest disrespect to a dead body!ò ñI 

donôt care,ò the woman says, ñI want to be cremated.ò The argument drags on, so the rabbi finally asks, ñWhatôs your 

second request?ò ñTo have my ashes scattered over Bloomingdaleôs.ò ñWhy, in Godôs name, do you want to do that?ò 

the rabbi shouts. ñThat way, I can be sure my daughters will visit me at least twice a week.ò 
 

A rabbi suffers a severe heart attack and is confined to the hospital for several weeks. The synagogueôs president pays 

him a visit. ñI want you to know, Rabbi, that last night the board of directors voted a resolution wishing you a speedy 

recovery. And it passed, twelve to nine!ò 
 

May this Purim bring us a sense of relief from all of our burdens. Be happy, itôs Adar! 
 

Rabbi Craig Scheff 

Orangetown Jewish 

Center 

The Dr. Richard and           

Jana Adelson Campus 

Shaliach  
March 2009 

Adar  Nisan 5769 
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It is truly an honor to serve you as president of the Orangetown Jewish Center. I get many cards and letters 

expressing gratitude for the job that Iôm doing. But the praise can sometimes be offset by criticism and when 

the times get tough, I look to escape. Sometimes the criticism is not written or even verbal. It can just be the 

way someone looks at me or shakes my hand. I will extend my hand out as a gesture of love and goodwill for 

all and I will sometimes receive an anvil-like grip in return. Iôm not the strongest of men so I started working 

out with a grip strengthener to help me withstand even the tightest of grips. 
 

I have  even considered spending time  with  a  trainer  at  the  JCC.  If you  listen  very  closely  during  the Torah processions 

on a Shabbat morning you can hear little squeals of pain (usually from me). I try to drown out the squeals by singing louder and 

louder. If you have ever wondered why Iôm singing at the top of my lungs, now you know. Never mind that the deadliest 

handshakes come from the octogenarian crowd who I swear must also be working out and using me as their inspiration. 
  
And then there are the comments I get when Iôm working the masses during the Torah procession. I love the ñItôs too cold, itôs 

too warmò crowd. Whether itôs wintertime or summer, I always receive both complaints on the same day. It usually depends on 

which side people are sitting, the left being the cold side. Or maybe itôs the warm side, who can remember? Anyway, I live for 

the day when both sides start screaming at each other. Better at each other than at me! 
  
When I share these issues with Rabbi Scheff he just says, ñSuck it up little boy. Quit your crying!ò Quit your crying? When it 

comes to crying, our rabbi should not be telling anyone to suck it up. And there is no point in talking to Rabbi Drill about this. 

Have you ever shaken her hand? What a grip on that one! 
  
Which leads me to my need to escape. On any Shabbat morning at around 11 AM, you can find me in the hallway leading up to 

the Daily Chapel. This location has become my own private refuge. Itôs a quiet and out-of-the-way spot at the end of the 

hallway with very little activity occurring at this time of the day. I stand there in silence and stare at the wall for what seems like 

hours. I sometimes even talk to the wall as if it were going to respond. Why this location? What makes it so special? The next 

time youôre at this dimly lit and isolated spot, look on the wall and you will see two plaques that hold the names of all the past 

presidents of the Orangetown Jewish Center. The list of names goes back to 1959, which is the year of my birth. That means 

Iôve been alive for each presidentôs term here at the OJC. There have been only 25 past presidents and I usually stand in front of 

the plaque hoping and wishing for my name to magically appear, praying for the time when I become a member of this elite 

group of individuals.   
 

Then, in what seems like the blink of an eye, the time comes for me to rejoin my loving and caring community and I always 

have the same two thoughts. The first thought is that itôs been 8 months since the end of Barry Friedmanôs second term as 

president and his name is still not posted on the plaque. My thought, which is in the form of a question, is how can I ever 

become a past president if my predecessorôs name is not on this plaque? Thatôs something thatôs totally in my control and you 

would think it would have been done already. Note to Krista: letôs get ôer done. The second thought, also in the form of a 

question, is can we really call this small set of plaques hanging at the end of an out-of-the-way hallway a proper way to honor 

the past presidents of the OJC? I have walked into many synagogues and the area dedicated to past presidents is often in a 

prominent location. The spot is usually adorned with bright lights, waterfalls, soft music playing in the background (sometimes 

they even have a live quartet playing something from the Baroque period) and LCD flat panel monitors (really big ones) 

running endless loops of past presidents reciting their Kol Nidre speeches.   
 

So it is in this article that I propose the following. My suggestion is to construct a past presidentsô wing at the OJC. It would not 

have to be very large, maybe the size of a football field. We could call it the OJC Past Presidential Pavilion. In it would be 

narratives written about each past president, a biography of sorts with pictures of their childhood right through to their time as 

president. We would immortalize and honor each past president and we could raise funds by charging admission. We could 

even sell the naming rights. 
 

People would visit again and again just to catch a glimpse of this illustrious group of individuals. What an opportunity to get to 

read about a select few who have provided leadership through the toughest of times (including the time when we ran out of tuna 

salad at a Kiddush luncheon). My bio would read, ñGlenn Hirsh was the 26th president of the OJC. While he was president he 

often muttered the immortal words of Alfred E. Newman, who loved to say, ñWhat, me worry?ò 
 

BôShalom, and keep smiling! 

Glenn Hirsh  
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OK, this being the Purim edition of the Shaliach, itôs time for some Jewish trivia: The Amidahs 

said silently on weekdays at Shacharit (the morning service), Mincha (the afternoon service) and 

Maôariv (the evening service) are identical, except for one prayer which is said one way in the 

morning and a different way in the afternoon and evening. What is that prayer? 
 

For those of you too lazy to go grab a siddur and compare Amidahs paragraph by paragraph, the answer is the prayer 

containing the final blessing, the blessing for peace. The morning version is known as Sim Shalom, meaning grant peace. 

The afternoon and evening version is known as Shalom Rav, also translated in our siddur as meaning grant peace. 
 

Being a ritual nerd, I have often asked myself, why this difference? I was able to dream up a few possible reasons that 

make sense. As in all instances where there are two different traditions in Judaism, one is that there was an argument 

between one group of rabbis who advocated one version, and another who wanted the other version. Usually these 

disagreements mean an argument between the house of Hillel and the house of Shammai, constant contestants in the 

Superbowl of Jewish traditions. Iôm not sure which team came out ahead in the overall score. 
 

Another possibility, and my favorite, was that we say Sim Shalom when our stomachs are empty and Shalom Rav when 

they arenôt. To me this made sense, as I observed that on Yom Kippur we said Sim Shalom not only at Shacharit and 

Musaf, but at all other services during the day. The same is true of any other major fast dayðyou say Sim Shalom until 

itôs time for you to eat. Add to this the fact that Shacharit is to be said before eating the first meal of the day and you can 

only reach my conclusion: Sim Shalom means Iôm hungry; get the Kiddush ready. 
 

Realizing that this dichotomy must be a pressing issue for the majority of our congregation, I set about on another journey 

of research into Judaism, for which my readers should feel honored. After all, in college I chose my courses based on 

whether there was a research paper involved. In fact, Iôm proud to say that I got through college having written only one 

research paper, although I managed to use it in three different courses. So this research is for you. 
 

Well, enough about meðwhat about the solution to our Sim Shalom vs. Shalom Rav quandary? In Israel, the answer 

seems pretty clear. How many of you guessed that the answer for the Israeli tradition rests somewhere with the students of 

the Vilna Gaôon, Rabbi Eliahu ben-Shneur Zalman, who lived in the 1700s? According to Bet Midrash Virtuali of the 

Rabbinical Assembly in Israel, the answer for the many loyal Shaliach readers residing in Israel does indeed lie with the 

Vilna Gaôon. (By the way, the body of work published on the web as Bet Midrash Virtuali is a great example of your 

contributions to the Masorti movementðthe Jewish conservative movement in Israel.) 
 

It turns out that one of the liturgical customs of the Vilna Ga'on was to recite Sim Shalom at Mincha whenever the service 

included a reading from the Torah (on Shabbat afternoon, for example). This was because the text has a reference to ñthe 

Torah of lifeò from which the congregation had just read. His disciples brought this tradition with them to Eretz Yisrael, 

where Sim Shalom is indeed often recited on a full stomach at Mincha on Shabbat in the Amidah that follows the Torah 

reading. As these disciples were usually the first Ashkenazim in their communities in Israel, they got to establish the 

Ashkenazi customs. 
 

But how about the rest of the Western Hemisphere? We donôt recite Sim Shalom on Shabbat afternoon. Where did our 

tradition for reciting Sim Shalom in the morning and Shalom Rav the rest of the day come from? For those of you betting 

on a fight between rabbis, you get only partial credit. Actually, according to Bet Midrash Virtuali, the fight was between 

two traditions. In all probability, says the Rabbinical Assembly in Israel, this is an example of how peace was preserved in 

the newly founded congregations of Europe. Some worshippers were used to Sim Shalom while others had brought with 

them a preference for Shalom Rav from their home communities. In order to preserve the peace it was decided to allocate 

one version to the morning prayers and the other version to the evening prayers.  
 

Confused? Become Sephardicðthey only recite Sim Shalom, no matter what the time of day or the occasion. 
 

 

Ken Leff , Ritual Chair 
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Happy Adar! Letôs have fun!!J As the Educational Director, it is always my pleasure to answer 

questions for students, parents, teachers, congregants, and prospective families. In fact, many of my 

bulletin articles address these inquiries. For the month of Adar, I would like to pose ten of my own 

questions in no particular order.   

 

1. Itôs 10:00. Services started an hour ago and people are just showing up now! Would they come an hour late to a movie 

or a Broadway show?    

 

2. What should I do if the only tallit left on the rack is the scarf tallit  that makes me look like a cross between the Pope 

and Amelia Earhart?  

 

3. When visiting another synagogue, how do I know which seats not to sit in because the same Shabbat regular attendees 

always sit there?  

 

4. Why do all arks have an undetectable curtain string and why if there is any ark opening delay, does it trigger the entire 

congregation in unison to loudly advise, ñIt's on the other side!ò?    

 

5. The bar/bat mitzvah children spent months and months preparing to lead services, read Torah, and chant their 

Haftorah. Why couldnôt their aunts and uncles spend two minutes looking over the blessings before they go up for their 

aliyah? 
  

6. The Asher Bachar Banu, Asher Natan Lanu mix-up: Is this the real reason people close their eyes during aliyot because 

theyôre praying that they remember which line is first?   
 

7. Why donôt women do Hagbah? I see some women at the gym who are certainly strong enough to lift and open the 

Torah as wide as any man!   
 

8. How do I get rid of my fear during Hagbah that the threads holding the seams of the Torah together wonôt be strong 

enough and the parchment will rip right down the middle?  
  

9. What if I have to go to the ladies room and I walk in during Kedusha after the tippy-toeing Kadosh-Kadosh-Kadoshð

the stop-red lightð1-2-3 -feet togetherðfreeze signal?   

 

10. Why does everyoneôs belly start to automatically growl with hunger when they hear Adon Olam?  

 

Please free feel to share your answers. In fact, next month if you would like, you can write my article- LOL!  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Remember the four main mitzvot of Purim: hearing the Megillah (The Book of Esther); sending mishloach manot (gifts of 

food and drink) to friends, neighbors and family; matanot lôevyonim (giving to the poor); and partaking of a seudat Purim 

(Purim meal). Please join the OJC community for the Megillah reading, an extraordinary Purimspiel, and our fabulous 

Purim Carnival on Monday, March 9
th
. We invite you to our Religious Schoolôs 6

th
 Annual Catch a Rising Jewish Star 

Talent Show on Tuesday, March 10
th
 for our students in grades 3-7. Our children in kindergarten, first, and second grades 

will have a Purim Costume Parade and special treats on Wednesday, March 11
th
.     

 

During this month, on Friday, March 6
th
, our 6

th
 graders will help lead erev Shabbat services and join with their families 

for a grade-wide Shabbat dinner. On Saturday, March 7
th
, our 5

th
 grade students and their families will share a special 

Junior Congregation service. And on March 14
th
, our 4

th
 graders will lead Havdallah for their families and the OJC 

community. Donôt miss our Religious Schoolôs Jewish Museum on Tuesday, March 31
st. 

The exhibits created by the 

students are really fantastic!! For all school happenings, please read your flyers and e-mails and visit our website at 

http://www.theojc.org and click Education!       

Purim Sameach,  

Sandy Borowsky  
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~NEFESH~ 
 

Nurturing Education for Families and Exceptional Students - Halleluyah  
  

òEducate a Child According To His Own Wayó Proverbs 22:6 
 

The Orangetown Jewish Center Religious School will be presenting a series of speakers who will discuss programs, 

resources and support for Jewish children with disabilities and their families. The sessions will include how to 

foster the educational, spiritual, social, and cultural aspects of our Jewish children with exceptionalities. It is our 

hope not only to enrich the lives of individuals with disabilities and their families, but to increase the awareness 

and sensitivity of our congregations, schools, camps and other Jewish activities.  

 

Our series of speakers will take place on Monday evenings at 8pm, after minyan, in the Simcha Room. The dates, 

topics, and presenters are as follows:   

  

3/23- Effective Parenting: Aviva Schwab, M.Ed., facilitator of STEP 

        (Systematic Training for Effective Parenting)   
 

4/27- Alternative Strategies and Techniques: Mariola Strahlberg, MS,EE/CS, L. Ac, founder of Shining Mountain     

         Childrenôs Center 
 

5/18- "How Difficult Can This Be?" : Richard Lavoi. A must-see video for every parent, grandparent, older   

          sibling and teacher about understanding learning disabilities. 
 

6/15- B'Tzelem Elohim: Every Precious Child is Created in the Image of God: Rabbi Paula Mack Drill, Associate Rabbi 

         of the Orangetown Jewish Center, MSW 
 

We hope this will be the beginning of programs and services advocating for inclusion in religious schools and camps, the 

formation of family support groups and activities, educational speakers and community educational awareness 

symposiums, and social groups for both parents and children in Rockland and Bergen Counties. It is with great pride that 

the Orangetown Jewish Center Religious School invites parents, grandparents, relatives, friends and educators to this free 

lecture series.  

 

To RSVP or for more information, please contact Sandra Borowsky, MS. Ed., at (845) 398-3982, x110 or at 

OJCSchool@gmail.com   
 

 

Kitah Korner 
If It's Purim, It Must Be Adar (Or Is It?) If It's Adar It Must Be Purim) 

  

For me Purim is by far the best Jewish holiday and the most fun. We can be in disguise by wearing masks and costumes 

and be someone or something else for the day. We are permitted and even encouraged to make outrageous noises to our 

heartsô content to drown out Haman's name. We are supposed to be silly and drink just enough so we are still able to get 

home from shul (even if we have to assign a designated driver).    

       Growing up I always thought I had my own special holiday named after me since the heroine of the Purim story was 

Queen Esther. I never knew another Esther until I was an adult. They even named a whole Book after me. (I guess that 

was the start of the American Jewish Princess syndrome.)   

        If you see the most adorable OJC Kindergarten and first grade students wearing costumes and makeup, making 

merry, and maybe eating a few too many hamentaschen (skip the prune, please), give them a breakðPurim comes but 

once a year! I will be donning a costume as well (you may not recognize me but the voice you'll know). I can't resist a 

chance to be a "Queen for A Day."  

        So don't make such a big Megillah out of this. Just put on your very best disguise and you too can be anyone you 

choose. Go for it and have some fun. Because if it's Adar, it must be Purim, or is it? If it's Purim, it must be Adar (does it 

really matter which is correct anyway?)! Chag Sameach! 

 Morah Esther Berkowitz, K - 1 
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THE ORANGETOWN JEWISH CENTER 

NURSERY SCHOOL 
 

 
 

is now registering for 2009  
 

Fun, Creative, Developmental Secular and Jewish Curriculum 
Literacy, Art, Music, Science, Math, Shabbat, Holidays and moreé 

The personal attention each child deserves!  
Create, Explore, Discover, and Experience  

Build Self -Esteem and Make New Friends  
 

Loving and Nurturing Staff ð Great Student/Teacher Ratio  

Affordable Tuition/ Flexible Schedules/ Extended Days  
Member Discount/ Free Memberships for New Enrollees  

New Playground/ Summer Kiddie Kamp  
 

TERRIFIC TWOS - 2 AND 3 DAY A WEEK OPTIONS 

THRILLING THREES  - 3 DAYS A WEEK, EXTENDED DAYS AVAILABLE  

FABULOUS FOURS- 5 DAYS A WEEK, EXTENDED DAYS AVAILABLE  

AFTERNOON ENRICHMENT- MONDAY --FRIDAY NOON to 2PM  

Cooking, Messy Play, Science Experiments, Jewish Culture Club 

BABY Nô ME ï WEDNESDAYS- 11 - 12AM- for ages 12 - 24 months 
 

KIDDIE KAMP - July 6th- August 10th  for 2, 3, and 4 year olds- Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays 

Kiddie Pools and Fun themes- Summer Treats, Bugs and Critters, Silly Animals, 

Oceans of Fun, Silly Hat Day, Stuffed Animal Show, lots more fun! 

PLEASE JOIN US AT OUR OPEN HOUSES:  
Welcome Shabbat with our Nursery School Community 

on  March 13 th  at  11am for songs, snack, and fun  

Stay and Play on March 25th 
at 10am 

 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME! TELL YOUR FRIENDS!  

JOIN US FOR A FREE CLASS AND TOUR OF OUR SCHOOL!  
 

Please call Sandra Borowsky, MS.Ed, Educational Director, at  

(845) 398 -3982, ext. 110 to RSVP, register, or for more information.  

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT w ww.theojc.org  
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OJCõS ONGOING LEARNING AT A GLANCE 

March 2009 
 

Talmud Bõkiut 
Wednesday, March 4, 11 and 18 at 7:30 p.m. 

Join Rabbi Scheff and Rabbi Drill for Hevruta (partnered learning) 

and Shiur (class lesson) as we make our way through 
the Babylonian Talmudõs tractate of Berakhot (Blessings)  

 

 

Text and Context 
Thursdays: 10 a.m. ð 11 a.m., March 5, 12, 19 and 26 

Parashat hashavua (the weekly Torah portion) with Rabbi Scheff 
 

 

Iyyun Tefillah 
Saturday, March 7 at 8:45 a.m. 

An in-depth exploration of the Shabbat liturgy with Rabbi Drill 
 
 

Torah nõ Treats 
Wednesdays, 12:00 p.m. ð 1:30 p.m., March 11 and 18 

Studies in the Book of Prophets with Rabbi Scheff 
 

 

Toward a Purposeful Jewish Life 
Monday, March 16, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Jewish ethics with Rabbi Drill: 
òMiddot and Mussar: Self-Improvement the Jewish Way!ó 

 

 

Theodicy ð The Study of God and Evil 
Monday, March 30 at 7:30 p.m. 

Join Rabbi Drill for a year of exploring the question of why bad things happen 
 

 

Friday Night Lecture Series ð Dr. Marty Cohenõs 100th   Lecture! 
Friday, March 20 during 7:00 p.m. Shabbat service 

Dr. Cohenõs topic: òSholem Aleichem: The Man, His Work and Its Significanceó 
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March Bônai Mitzvah 
 

 

Shelby Hisako Freedman 
 

Shelby is in the 7
th
 grade at Holdrum Middle School in River Vale, NJ. She will be celebrating her Bat Mitzvah on March 

7. Shelby is the middle of three girls. She plays all sports well, but her true passion is soccer. She currently plays for the 

Dragons Soccer Club in Westwood/Washington Township as a stopper. Shelby has a lot of energy and is always happy! 

Her nickname from her dad is the ñenergizer bunny.ò For her Mitzvah Project, she is currently working with the Helping 

Hands group at OJC. By working to feed and shelter the needy, she feels that she is giving back to the community. Shelby 

would also like to donate some of her Bat Mitzvah money to support this service for the community. As parents, we are 

blessed and proud of what Shelby has accomplished and will accomplish in life, so watch out, Shelby is coming through! 
 

Mike and Weifei  

Sarah Parkes 
 

Sarah Parkes is very excited about her upcoming Bat Mitzvah on March 14. Sarah has been a part of the OJC community 

since she was one year old and has truly grown up here. Her first trip to Israel was with the OJC at the age of four. It was 

there that she began ñshadowingò Rabbi Scheff during Birkhat Hamazon. Everyone has asked whether she will continue 

doing this after her Bat Mitzvahðwe guess weôll all have to wait and see! 

 

Sarah is a bright and talented artist. She has put much of her talent and creativity into the preparation for her Bat Mitzvah, 

including the design of her invitation and the hamsas she made out of clay as part of her Mitzvah Project. To date, Sarah 

has sold over 50 hamsas, raising over $500 for the purchase of solar cookers for the women in Darfur. We look forward to 

celebrating with all of you! 

Nancy, Michael, Rachel and Adam Parkes 
 

Benjamin Amitai Hack 
 

We are blessed to have Benjamin Amitai celebrate becoming a Bar Mitzvah with our OJC community, our family, and 

friends on March 21. Benjamin is gifted with an innate understanding of chesed, a gentle loving kindness that he shares 

generously, especially with his younger brother. Ben has been honored for his perception and ability to achieve a solid 

understanding of his studies as well as the ethics that he has been taught. At Reuben Gittelman Hebrew Day School he 

was a student in enrichment classes until he left to attend Suffern Middle School in the seventh grade, where he is an 

honor student and member of the Math League. 

Benjamin enjoys playing his drums, reading, writing storiesðhe completed his first book when he was seven years old 

(and itôs really good)ðskiing, cooking, and playing with/terrorizing his brother, his best buddy, Daniel.  

Benjaminôs community service enchants others. He has created, and with Danielôs assistance, performed plays for 

children at Jawonio and elsewhere, and will continue to entertain children in hospitals as well as adults in senior homes. 

Aware that his audiences become engaged by puppets, Ben is collecting puppets and small plush animals to leave with the 

children, and he appreciates any donations of these for the children. These generous donations may be left in a carton 

marked ñBenjamin Hackôs Puppet Theatre Community Projectò placed in the Daily Chapel hallway. 

We are very thankful for the guidance and support of Rabbi Scheff, Rabbi Drill, Cantor Yucht, Benôs teachers, and our 

parents, Anita and Samuel Hack, Marty Hodas, and our extended family.  

Rhonda and Alan Hack 
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Once again Dina Yucht did an amazing job with her Russian brunch. Over 70 people came out on Sunday 

morning, February 8, to enjoy some cabbage soup, salmon and mushrooms in stuffed pastry and even some 

Russian caviar! It was a great ending to a great weekend where we saw the Menôs Club / barbershop quartet and 

the rabbis, among others, bring back the true meaning of the phrase ñSaturday Night Liveò! Thank you Dina. A 

big shout of thanks goes out to the ladies who worked with Dina and helped make Sunday happen: Vera 

Boehm, Sheila Bunin, Raya Redlich, Zippy Salzhauer, Nina Tarley, and Evelyn TenenbaumïThank you ladies! 

Food, friends, and fun: a great recipe for an enjoyable event.  

 
Remember the Sisterhood Scholarship Grant program. Our Sisterhood annually provides scholarship money for 

high school students participating in an organized first-time trip to Israel. For more information please contact 

Adele Garber at (845) 358-9192 or ahg19@optonline.net. Or check out page 18 of this Shaliach. 

 
March means Purim, so be sure to look out for your Mishloach Manot Purim basket from Sisterhood with some 

delicious Purim treats. Our college students will also be getting some Purim goodies as well! 

 
Besides operating within the OJC, Sisterhood has been very busy working with several outside groups. We have 

made a number of donations to many worthwhile organizations that are vital to our local Jewish community as 

well as our community in Israel. These groups include the Jewish Chapel at West Point, the Chesed Center in 

Sderot, the Lone Soldier Fund, and the Masorti Fund. For more information on any of these organizations 

please contact Cindy or Cedine.  

 
We are also planning to fill positions for our 2009-2010 Sisterhood Board. If you are interested in joining the 

board, contact Cindy or Cedine.  

 
Be sure to stop by the community video galleryðhttp://www.the ojc.org/communityatlarge.htm. Come visit  

and relive many of these magical OJC and Sisterhood moments. 

 
For more details on these and all of our events, please remember to check your mailings, the weekly 

newsletter: ñThis Week @ the OJC,ò and the OJC website: http:www.theojc.org. Please support our 

programs, gift shop, and fundraisers. We are here for you and the entire OJC community. Make the OJC 

Sisterhood your Sisterhood! 

 

Cindy &  Cedine 

 

*** Sunday May 31 is the Israeli Day Parade in New York City. *** 

*** Come on out and march with OJC & Rockland Community: more info to follow. *** 

 

Where youôll always find a friendly face! 
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          Menôs Club: Special Announcements 
 

The OJC Menôs Club has made plans to bring in a series of nationally known speakers to discuss 

topics of interest to all of us. Many are former public figures who will bring keen insight to topics 

they are familiar with. 

 

Our first guest speaker will be Governor and former vice presidential candidate Sarah Palin. 

Governor Palin is seeking to follow in the footsteps of Hillary Clinton and establish  herself as a 

woman who breaks new ground. Upon hearing that Hillary Clinton had spoken at the OJC, 

Governor Palin stated, ñWhatever that effete liberal snob did to get elected, a hockey mom/mamma 

grizzly can do better.ò Governor Palin has said that her talk will be titled, ñJewish Mothers and Hunting ï A Way to 

Strengthen Your Family and Keep Your Kids in Line.ò 

 

Eliot Spitzer is scheduled to give a talk later this year. Ex-Governor Spitzer will draw upon his experiences as the former 

New York State Attorney General and former governor. Sources close to the ex-governor have indicated that he will focus 

on looking at political success while keeping government out of the bedroom. He will demonstrate how Wall Street ethics 

were never given the same scrutiny as were his ethics as governor. 

 

We are also negotiating with Illinois ex-Governor Rod Blagojevich for a date. After his recent impeachment, he will be on 

a lecture tour to promote his new book: Politics for Fun and Profit. He has promised to tell all about the conduct of 

politics in Illinois as a profit-making enterprise. He will bring in numerous little-known historical facts such as how dead 

people are able to vote more than once in an election. This promises to be an interesting and entertaining talk. 

 

And finally, Jerry Springer is planning to tape a show at our synagogue that will look at ñThe Political Influence of 

Prostitutes and Mistresses in Public Life.ò Mr. Springer has stated that he will have a panel of women (and some men) 

whose activities have shaped and changed political fortunes in our country. He also promises to have some well-known 

politicians present to be confronted by their non-spousal partners. If you have ever watched Jerry Springer, you know 

where these confrontations can lead. This event will require a reservation since seating will be limited and there will be a 

great deal of security.   

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

Special note: Those of you who attended the Religious School Night with David Levitan were also treated to some terrific 

comedy. Thanks to Rabbi Scheff and Rabbi Drill for taking such an active part; thanks to Nancy Scheff and Jonathan Drill 

for their participation; the OJC Barbershop Quartet (Eric Goldman, Jonathan Lesserson, Bruce Machlis and Jeff Weiss) 

for their great work; and Aimee Kaufman (daughter of Jay Rifkin) who came up from Virginia to appear in the show. 

Special thanks to Jack Teadore, my co-producer and co-director. An extra- special thank you to Jay Rifkin, who conceived 

and wrote all of the skits and song parodies.   

 

Save the date: A real New York television personality will be appearing at the OJC on April 25. There will be an 

admission fee since the funds we raise will be going to support the Bruce Cowen Scholarship and the construction of a 

new sukkah. 
 

 

Sincerely, 

Bart Bookman,   

Menôs Club President 
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Twisted Tanakh Thoughts        by Judy Cohen                  
 

 

Marty and I switch columns every Purim. Since his Friday evening presentation on the possibility of 

Christopher Columbusôs Jewish roots, I have been bursting to share with Shaliach readers all the brand-new 

archaeological evidence that firmly points (with an actual yad) to the Jewish roots of people you may never 

have imagined were members of our tribe. 
 

Here is a small sampling of the remarkable discoveries that have recently come to light. Did you know that 

Rabbi Scheff is Jewish? Of course you did! That was just a warm-up.  
 

Now for the tough ones. How many of you are aware that Michelangelo, Renoir, Matisse, and all kindergartners 

were Jewish? Striking evidence has been uncovered by the Bureau of Jewish Stuff, the sole purpose of which is 

to declare in a most scholarly fashion that everyone we like or admire is Jewish. This same bureau also has the 

authority to dismiss anyone who displeases us. Thus, Bernie Madoff is no longer Jewish. By unanimous vote, it 

was decided that the abovementioned artists are all Jewish because hey, they paint nice pictures. As for the 

kindergartners, it was observed that a class of kindergarten kids was deeply immersed in finger painting. One 

little girl was painting with the most profound concentration. Her teacher looked at the childôs work with 

interest and asked her what she was painting. ñThis is a picture of God,ò the little girl answered. Puzzled, the 

teacher replied, ñBut nobody knows what God looks like.ò Not missing a beat, the child said, ñGimme another 

two minutes. They will.ò You may smile and ask what makes this kid and her contemporaries Jewish. The 

answer is that Bernie Schiffmiller told this joke and thatôs all the proof you need. 
 

This new and startling theory is not limited to artists or celebrities. Do you like your next-door neighbor? Does 

he take your mail in for you when youôre on vacation? Then heôs Jewish. On the other hand, does he read it, 

remove all checks, and clumsily reseal the envelopes? Then heôs not Jewish. Is your newspaper dropped neatly 

at your doorstep 365 days a year? Then your deliverer is Jewish. Or is the paper stuck in mud with no bag to 

protect it, buried under a foot of snow, shredded, or altogether missing? Then your deliverer is certainly not 

Jewish. How about your very own children? If theyôre grown, do they call more than once a year? If itôs at least 

once every six months, you can assume theyôre half Jewish. If they call every week, either theyôre Jewish or 

their spouses are nudging them to get on the phone already. The jury is still out on that one. If they call when 

they need money and neglect to ask how your sciatica is, they are not Jewish and we donôt have a clue where 

they came from. If your children are young, do they avoid embarrassing you in public (Jewish), say swear 

words (not Jewish), say only one swear word but say it repeatedly and with relish (maybe half-Jewish). Clearly, 

there are gradations to be reckoned with when determining just how Jewish someone is. By now I think youôre 

beginning to get the idea, so letôs try a little quiz. The questions below will test your ability to determine who is 

Jewish, who is not, and who gets half credit. If you submit your answers to the Shaliach office you can be 

assured of one thing: Iôll probably giggle but you wonôt win any prizes. 
 

1. Which of the following are Jewish: Dorothy, the Scarecrow, the Tin Man, the Lion, Glinda the Good 

Witch? (Hint: I have always DESPISED Glinda the Good Witch!) 

2. Is your neighbor Jewish if he goes through your mail and takes out all the checks but he also has a 

menorah and comes to shul sometimes? (This is a tricky one.) 

3. Arrange in the following order: Orthodox, Conservative, Reconstructionist, Reform, Gastronomic. 

4. If you like Shakespeare and your spouse hates him, is Shakespeare Jewish? (Think carefully.) 

5. Is Bernie Schiffmiller Jewish? Are you?? 
 

Enjoy your quiz and no cheating. 

 

Judy Cohen 
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Guest Editorial:  
 

In prior years when Judy and I exchanged columns for the Purim issue, I used the opportunity to 

campaign for much needed reforms. I will continue that noble tradition this year. 

 

I love being present at simchas, be they weddings, bar/bat mitvahs, or OJC celebrations. I also love 

(almost) all forms of music. However, I donôt love the music at the simchas. Why? Well, Iôll tell you.   

 

I arrive at the simcha all spiffed up and eager to chat with other attendees, especially those I havenôt 

seen lately as often as Iôd like. We sit down at the table (so carefully arranged by the hosts so that all 

groupings are compatible) and then I canôt hear a blessed thing that anyone is saying. Why? Because 

the bandôs music is amplified to the point where it can drown out a jet plane. I spend a few frustrating 

hours screaming at my neighbors, not really hearing or understanding anything theyôre saying and I 

arrive later at home with a hoarse voice, if I have any voice left at all. 

 

So hereôs my solution. At each table at a simcha there will be a rabbinically approved decibel (ñdbò) 

meter. The baseline will be 50 db, which represents normal conversation. For every db that the music 

volume climbs above the baseline, you can deduct 1% of the gift (or ñcouvertò for a synagogue 

function) that you were initially intending to contribute. For example, if the reading is 120 db, which is 

the sound of a pneumatic jackhammer, you can deduct 120 minus 50 or 70% of the amount to be turned 

in at the end of the affair. If, however, the band is more acoustically reasonable and has a db level of 

only 85 (heavy traffic), you can subtract 85 minus 50 or 35% of your contribution. Since the success of 

a simcha band will now be measured by the size of its gross receipts (just like in the concert world,) the 

word will quickly spread as to which bands to hire for upcoming functions.  

 

Hereôs another suggestion. Letôs have a questionnaire to be handed out at the end of the party. It would 

contain only one question with only one item to be filled in. ñI could not hear ____ % of the dinner 

conversations.ò The results will be averaged. For each average percent reported the host and hostess 

can deduct that amount from their payment to the band. 

 

And finally, if these suggestions donôt work, I propose that we remove all amplification and have the 

band just play their instruments. Folks were enjoying simchas, especially with klezmer bands, long 

before there was electricity available, so we can go back to that if we have to. 

 

I eagerly await your reaction. Those my age and older will no doubt approve. Those younger, 

especially those much younger, will think these are just the grumblings of an older guy. My son used to 

say, ñIf itôs too loud, youôre too old.ò Then he turned forty. 

 

                               Marty Cohen 
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Third Annual Community Night of Jewish Learning --  Saturday, March 7 th , 2009  
at the Rockland Jewish Community Campus, 450 West Nyack Road, West Nyack, NY  

To register go to http://jewishrockland.org or call (845) 362-4200, x 130 
 

THE PROGRAM IS OPEN TO ALL ðSUGGESTED DONATION $18ðBABYSITTING PROVIDED  
 

Register and join us for Havdalah at 7:15 pm 
 

Class session I ï 7:40-8:30 pm 
 

1. SCARLET RIBBONS: RAHAV: SACRED PROSTITUTE? WOMAN OF VALOR?  
JUDITH ROSE, Educational Consultant, Director of Vital MovementÊ, Adult Education at CSI, Nyack 
 

2. ETHICAL WILLS: A SAC RED JEWISH PRACTICE  

RABBI PAULA MACK DRILL , Orangetown Jewish Center; Melton Faculty 
 

3. PARASHAT HASHAVUA AS A CONSTRUCT IN TI ME 

RABBI CRAIG SCHEFF, Orangetown Jewish Center 
  

4. ñPRAYER CAN BE. . . . ò 
BETH KRAMER, Educational Director, Temple Beth El 
 

5. A TASTE OF MELTON:  

THE RIGHT TO LIFE OR THE RIGHT TO CHOOSE: A JEWISH PERSPECTIVE  

RABBI JOSHUA GRUENBERG, Congregation Sons of Israel, Nyack; Melton Faculty 
 

6. SHOULD WE ACTIVELY S EEK CONVERTS TO JUDA ISM?  

RABBI ARYEH MEIR, West Clarkstown Jewish Center; Melton Faculty 
 

7. RAISING THE BAR ON BAR/BAT MITZVAH   
RABBI REUBEN MODEK, Hebrew Learning Circles 
 

8. SONGS, MIDRASH AND MYSTICAL TALES OF JERUSALEM, THE HOLY CITY WE LOVE  

RABBI SCOTT BOLTON, Head of School, Reuben Gittelman Hebrew Day School 
 

9. FINDING GOD WHILE  PRAYING  

RABBI PAUL KURLAND, Nanuet Hebrew Center 
 

10.  ISRAEL: 60 YEARS IN 50 MINUTES 

CAROL H. KING, LCSW, Jewish Family Service of Rockland 
 

11.  PURIM EXPOSEDðTHE REAL STORY  

RABBI CHAIM ZVI EHRENREICH , Chabad Jewish Enrichment Center, Chestnut Ridge 
 

12.  J, E, P, D: WHY REFORM AND CONSERVATIVE JEWS ARE NOT ORTHODOX 

RABBI DANIEL PERNICK, Beth Am Temple 
 

13. THE MIDRASHIC  IMAGINATION: HOW WE LEARN TORAH FROM PEOPLE WHO RAIS ED SHEEP 

AND GOATS 
RABBI DAVID FASS, Temple Beth Sholom 
 

14. ENRICHING YOUR GRANDCHILDREN'S JEWIS H EXPERIENCES 

SHARON HALPER, Regional Educator, Union for Reform Judaism, Grandmother 
 

15. WAITER! THEREôS A SWEATSHOP IN MY SOUP! 
RABBI MICHAEL ROTHBAUM , Campus Rabbi/Program Director, Hillels of Westchester 
 

16. FEMALE, ARAB, CHRIST IAN: NARRATIVE VOICE  IN SAMI MICHAEL'S ñA TRUMPET IN THE 

WADIò Participants are expected to have read this short novel (in English) before coming to class. 

JOE LOWIN, PH.D. 
 

17.  DID THE EXODUS FROM EGYPT REALLY HA PPEN? (A TASTE OF MELTON)  

BARBARA ROSENTHAL BIRNBAUM, Melton Faculty, CSI Nyack Adult Ed  
 

18.  OUTREACH IN THE OUTBACK  

RABBI DOV OLIVER, Center for Jewish Life, RCC Hillel; Instructor, Rockland Community College 
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Class Session II -- 8:40-9:30 pm 
 

1.  EVERYTHING YOUR KIDS WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT SEX, DRUGS, BODY IMAGE AND TATTOOS , 

BUT WERE AFRAID TO T ALK ABOUT WITH YOU  

BENJAMIN LEWIS , Educational Director, New City Jewish Center  
 

2. SCARLET RIBBONS: RAHAV: SACRED PROSTITUTE?  WOMAN OF VALOR?  
JUDITH ROSE, Educational Consultant, Director of Vital MovementÊ, Adult Education at CSI, Nyack 
 

3.  I WILL BOW TO NO MAN: ISSUES OF AUTHORITY IN TH E BOOK OF ESTHER 

JT WALDMAN, Jewish Publication Society  
 

4.  TASTES OF JAPAN:  Registration is limited to the first 20 to sign up. 

SIGALIT BEN ZEEV, Israeli Teacher of English as a Second Language in Japan, among other talents 
 

5.  MAKING PRAYER ME ANINGFU L: A SPECIAL EXPERIE NCE OF MAôARIV, THE EVENING SERVIC E 
RABBI PAULA MACK DRILL , Orangetown Jewish Center; Melton Faculty 
 

6. A TASTE OF MELTON: HOMOSEXUALITY AND JUDAISM  

RABBI JOSHUA GRUENBERG, Congregation Sons of Israel, Nyack; Melton Faculty 
 

7. IS THERE A FUTURE FOR JEWISH-MUSLIM RELATIONS? 

RABBI ARYEH MEIR, Melton Faculty; Rabbi, West Clarkstown Jewish Center 
 

8.  HASSIDIC STORY TELLING   
RABBI REUBEN MODEK, Hebrew Learning Circles 
 

9. HOLOCAUST: FAITH AND OUR FIGHTING SPIRIT THROUGHOUT THE DISASTER INS PIRES 

RABBI SCOTT BOLTON, Head of School, Reuben Gittelman Hebrew Day School 
 

10.  IMAGES OF RESISTANCE AND REVOLT  

RABBI DAVID BERKMAN, New City Jewish Center 
 

11. BODY LANGUAGE 

CAROL H. KING, Jewish Family Service of Rockland 
 

12.  MUST THE HUSBAND BE TOLD? A CASE STUDY. 

 RABBI DAVID HOJDA, Florence Melton Adult Mini-School 
 

13. THE MORTGAGE & CREDIT MELTDOWN ðA HALACHIC PERSPECTIVE  

RABBI CHAIM ZVI EHRENREICH , Chabad Jewish Enrichment Center, Chestnut Ridge 
 

14. GREAT JEWISH MISCONCEPTIONS ðTHE SEQUEL  
RABBI DANIEL PERNICK, Beth Am Temple 
 

15. THE MIDRASHIC  IMAGINATION: HOW WE LEARN TORAH FROM PEOPLE WHO RAIS ED SHEEP 

AND GOATS 
RABBI DAVID FASS, Temple Beth Sholom 
 

16. THE COMFORT, HEALING  AND POWER OF PSALMS 
RABBI SUSAN MITRANI KNAPP, Assistant Rabbi, New City Jewish Center 
 

17. ORGAN DONATION IN THE SPECTRUM OF JEWISH THOUGHT  

RABBI DOV OLIVER, Center for Jewish Life, RCC Hillel; Instructor, Rockland Community College 
 

18.  MOSES AS CROSS-ETHNIC ADOPTEE  

RABBI MICHAEL ROTHBAUM , Campus Rabbi/Program Director, Hillels of Westchester 
 

19.  THE CREATION STORY I N GENESIS:  WHAT IS IT REALLY ABOUT? (ME LTON)  

BARBARA ROSENTHAL BIRNBAUM, CSI Nyack Adult Ed; Melton Faculty 
 

9:30-10:15 pmðDessert and Musical Program 
 

Cantors Amy & Barry Kanarek & the Temple Dudes 
 

Note: Due to lack of space, detailed course descriptions have been omitted from this flyer. For more information, email 

melton@jewishrockland.org.  
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NAôASEHééé....................JUST DO IT!! 

 
 

 

Do not miss this incredible weekend (March 27-29, 2009) filled with 150 other teens from our division. Perhaps 

you went to Encampment or the METNY Dance. Perhaps you went to a sleep-away camp and remember that 

awesome feeling of being away from home but surrounded by friends. Perhaps you love the comfort and 

spirituality of Shabbat and the unbelievable ruach of singing zômirot. Perhaps you cannot quite identify with 

any of the reflections just referenced, but want to try a new, very social Jewish experience. 
 

Please join Jewish teens from Rockland and Westchester and Greenwich, CT, as we eat and sing, and eat and 

pray, and eat and learn, and eat and sleep during this magnificent, inspirational weekend you wonôt forget. 

 

Spring Kinnus ô09 Housing Form 
 

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO THE OJC OFFICE NOW!  THANK YOU! 
 

 
Familyôs Last Name ________________________________     USYerôs First Name ____________________ 
 
Parentsô Names 
_____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Phone Number ____________________________ Emergency Phone Number _________ ______________  
 
Do you live within walking distance (less than 1 mile) of OJC? (circle one)  Yes No 
 

Approximately how many miles from OJC is your home? ________ miles  
 
You will house (circle one):  Boys  Girls  
 

How many USYers can you house? ________ How man y beds can you provide (for staff attending)? ______  
USYers will be bringing sleeping bags and can sleep on the floor, etc. 
 
Do you have ANY pets? (circle one)  Yes No      
 
What kinds of pets do you have? ___________________________________________________ ________  
 
You may name up to five out -of -town USYers whom you would like to house. Otherwise we will place USYers in 
your home:  
 

       NAME        CHAPTER 
 
1) __________________________________________________________________________________  

   

2) _____________ _____________________________________________________________________  

 

3) __________________________________________________________________________________  

 

4) __________________________________________________________________________________  

 

5) _________________ ______________________________________________________________  

Contact Youth Director, Sharon Rappaport with questions @ sharonrap2@aol.com OR (845) 623 -2990.  

You can get the KOACH SPRING KINNUS applications on line 

www.uscj.org/metny/koach/applications  
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HAZAK GROUP IS DOING IT AGAIN!! 
 

We have 40 tickets for the SOLD-OUT performance of Patti LuPone 
and Mandy Patinkin  at the New Jersey Performing Arts Center on 
March 29, 2009  
at 7:00 PM. 
 

We will leave from OJC at 4:00 on Sunday, March 29.We will be 
stopping for dinner at Mr. Chu's, a Kosher Chinese restaurant, where 
you will be given a choice of appetizer and soup and then will have 
family-style dinner choices. (This restaurant is vegetarian.) Then we 
head to the NJPAC to see the show. 
 

Cost for members: $95  (Deadline: March 1)Cost for non-members: 
$115  (From March 1 to March 15 only. Any questions? Call Lydia 
Katz at (845) 352-2406.  
 

Please fill out the form below and return that portion only with a check 
made out to OJC to Orangetown Jewish Center / 8 Independence 
Avenue / Orangeburg, NY 10962 Att: Lydia Katz (Hazak). 

 
 

 

Name(s)__________________________________ # of people 
__________________ 
 
Telephone____________________ Cell phone_________________________  
 

 

HAZAK GAME DAY  

Come in from the cold with your friends at the OJC!  

Join us for this popular program, now in its fourth year: 

Lunch and Learn and Games  

 

Join us for a delicious lunch, learn some Torah with Rabbi Drill, and play your favorite games:  
 Poker, Bridge, Scrabble, Canasta, Boggle é you name it! Weôll play it! 

 

Thursday, March 5, 2009--11:30 until you win your game! 
Questions? Contact our Co-Chairs, Evelyn Winikoff (845) 358-2564  

or Miriam Neuren (201) 995-0722.   RSVP by Friday, February 27th 

 

Return this slip with your check made out to ñOJCò: congregants $10, guests $15   

Mail to:  OJC, 8 Independence Ave, Orangeburg, NY 10962, Attn: Evelyn Winikoff & 

Miriam Neuren  
 

Yes, sign me up for Lunch and Learn and Games! 
 

Name: _____________________________________  Phone: ___________________ 
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A $1000 scholarship will be awarded to an OJC  

member who is a college or college-bound student. 

Enter to compete by writing an essay on the topic  

ñWhat Community Means to Me.ò Essays will be 

judged by a 5-member panel looking for your  

thoughts on the following: 

*What is a community? 

*What does it mean to be part of a community? 

*What type of community service have you performed in the past? 

*How have you been a part of the OJC community? 

*What type of community service do you anticipate doing in the future? 

 

ALL APPLICATIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED TO THE OJC MENôS CLUB BY March 15, 2009. (Note the 
change in date.) 
BY MAIL:  8 Independence Ave., Orangeburg, NY 10962. BY EMAIL: Bart.Bookman@TheOJC.org 

SCHOLARSHIP TO BE AWARDED IN SEPTEMBER 

 

Please provide the information requested below along with your essay. 

 

Name___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address_________________________________________________________________ 

 

City__________________________    State__________ Zip Code________________ 

 

Home Phone # __________________ School Phone # ______________________ 

 

Email Address____________________________________________________________ 

 

Grade/Year Entering September 2009_________________________________________ 
 

 

 

The OJC sisterhood provides scholarship money annually for high school students 
participating in an organized first time trip to Israel. 
 

Who qualifies? Children of OJC members 
What trips apply? Supervised trips to Israel 
How to apply? Write a letter to the Sisterhood Board describing the program you will be attending and 
explaining why you are choosing this particular trip. 
 

Submission deadline: March 31, 2009 
 

Please send letter to OJC Sisterhood Board / 8 Independence Ave. / Orangeburg, NY 10962. 
Attention: Adele Garber. Questions? Contact Adele at (845) 358-9192 or Ahg19@optonline.net  
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To our OJC family, 

 

In January 2007 we published our first comprehensive membership directory, containing complete membership 

listings, detailed information on all facets of our synagogue, and, in short, everything you want or need to know 

about our synagogue community. We know how much our members appreciate this resource, based on the 

many positive comments weôve received over the past two years. 

 

It is now time to publish a new OJC Directory to be distributed in Spring 2009. The new directory will be 

contained in a small 3-ring binder so that updates can be easily inserted and old pages discarded. Every family 

will receive a copy of the OJC Directory at no charge. 

 

ALL OJC MEMBERS WILL BE LISTED IN THE DIRECTORY BY NAME, ADDRESS AND 

TELEPHONE NUMBER.  

  

Please complete and return the enclosed form by March 15, 2009 if any of the following apply: 

  

Ÿ you do not wish to be listed in the 2009ï2011 OJC Directory; 

Ÿ you wish to make additions, deletions, or other changes to your current listing; or 

Ÿ you have joined OJC since January 2008. 

  

Bôshalom, 

 

Janet Miller and Andrea Sherman, Directory Committee 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES FOR OJC DIRECTORY 

 
To ensure the success of our new 2009ī2011 OJC Directory, we need your help. Every OJC member family will receive a 
copy of the Directory AT NO CHARGE. To help defray the cost, we ask that you please consider becoming a Directory 
sponsor. (Business advertising opportunities will be forthcoming.) 
  
Please choose one of the sponsorship opportunities listed below. All sponsors will be acknowledged in the OJC Directory 
in the following categories:      
 

Ǐ Benefactor $250   Ǐ Patron $100     Ǐ Sponsor $ 54 Ǐ Friend $ 36     Ǐ Chai Donor $ 18 

 
Please check the category above and indicate below how you would like your name listed (e.g., Jane and John Doe; Jane 
and John Doe & Family).   
 

Name to be listed as follows:  _________________________________________________ 
 
Please return this completed form along with a check payable to the Orangetown Jewish Center by March 15, 2009 and 
mail to: Andrea Sherman, 9 Hallmark Drive, New City, NY 10956.  
 
Thank you for your support! 
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2009ī2011 OJC MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY INFORMATION 
 

Member information will be listed in the new 2009ī2011 OJC Directory the same way it 
appears in the current directory and supplements. If this is acceptable, you do not need to 
return this form. 
 
If you want to make changes to your listing (i.e., to add, delete, or change information) please 
indicate requested changes below and return this form by March 15, 2009. 
 
If you have become a member of OJC since January 2008, your family information has not 
appeared in our previous directory or supplements. Therefore, please complete and return 
this form by March 15, 2009. 
 
MEMBER NAME(S): _________________________________________________________ 
 
OJC members will be listed in the Directory with name, address and home telephone number 
UNLESS you notify us that you do NOT want to be in the directory. 
 
Please check option that applies: 
Ǐ I wish to be listed by name, address and telephone number.  
Ǐ I wish to be listed by name and address only. 
Ǐ I wish to be listed by name only. 
Ǐ I DO NOT wish to be included in the 2009ī2011 OJC Member Directory. 
 
Listings will appear in the following format:  DOE, Jane and John & Family.   
____________________________________________________________________  
 

OPTIONAL 

Please add the following to my entry:     (please print clearly) 

Childrenôs names: _____________________________________________________ 

Cell phone #: (name) _______________________Fax #: _______________________ 

Email: _______________________________________________________________ 

Business Tel #: ______________________Alternate Tel #: _____________________ 

 
 
Please return this form by March 1, 2009 to: 
 
Andrea Sherman, 9 Hallmark Drive, New City, NY 10956    
OR 
You may submit information via e-mail to: andreasherman@aol.com, noting ñOJC Directoryò in the 
subject line.  
 

NOTE:  OJC members are requested to respect the privacy  
of our listed families and to keep the directory for their personal  

use only and not for any marketing or solicitation. 
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An OJC tradition now in its 5 th year: 

Derekh Nashimé The Way of Women 

Our journey continueséjoin us at our annual 

Pre-Passover Womenõs Seder 
 

Sunday, March 15, 2009  

6:00 ð 7:30 pm 

Light fare and delicious desserts  
 

Join with Rabbi Paula Mack Drill & the music of Mara Lewin  

to celebrate the womenõs story 

within our peopleõs story of the Exodus. 

 

      ñI love the singing and the discussions!ò 

 ñI come with my mother and my daughter every year!ó 
                           òItõs a meaningful way to begin to get ready for Passover!ó 
 

 ñI havenôt missed a seder yet, and I wonôt miss this year either!ò 
 
Women and girls from ages eight to ninety-eight (and beyond!) are welcome! 
Use this form to RSVP by March 6th.  Membersô donation of $8, non-members $12.  
If cost is a concern, please contact Rabbi Drill. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

Name(s)  _____________________________            Daytime Phone _________________ 
 

Return this form with your check made out to the OJC to: 
  
Amy Nelson, 14 Eisenhower Road, Closter, NJ 07624. 
Questions? Call Amy at 201-370-4580. 
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The Torah Fund Campaign of the OJC Sisterhood presents 

FAITH FIRST:  

Second Career Clergy 
Never before seen at the OJC!   

Starring OJC Rabbis Paula Mack Drill and Craig Scheff! 
 

A 2002 documentary film that is not only an inspirational look at the personal growth 
and fulfillment to be gained from a career in the clergy, but also an endorsement 

for assessing whatôs truly important in life and following your dream. 

MONDAY, MARCH 23, 7:00 p.m. at the OJC 

with special guest speakers 

Michael Jay, Attorney/Rabbinical School Student (& nephew of OJCôs very own Lydia Katz) 
Rita Wertlieb, International Torah Fund Chair, Womenôs League of Conservative Judaism 

Gloria Cohen, Past President, Womenôs League of Conservative Judaism 

Not just for women! Men are encouraged to attend this eveningôs program.  
Donations to the Torah Fund Campaign are welcome. 
Refreshments 7 p.m. ǒ Minyan & Program 7:30 p.m. 

For information about Torah Fund, contact Nancy Scheff at (845) 365-6267 or ncscheff@aol.com. 

Torah Fund Campaign of Womenôs League of Conservative Judaism preserves, promotes and perpetuates 
Conservative/Masorti Judaism by supporting The Jewish Theological Seminary (New York, NY), Ziegler School 

 of Rabbinic Studies (Los Angeles, CA) and the Schechter Institute of Jewish Studies (Jerusalem). 

 

 

Kenst du Kibbitzen in Mama Loshen? 
 

If you know what this means, then you can!! 

Join Henry Rosen for a brand new 

               Yiddish Club 
        Monday, March 23, 2009 at 11:00 am 

      and after that, the 3
rd

 Monday of the month 
Coffee and a shmooze! 

For more information,  
contact Rabbi Drill at 845-359-5920 x8 or Rabbi.Drill@theojc.org. 
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Send a Passover Package ð Now in our 19 th  year!  
 

 

This Passover, as you and your family and friends gather around the 

Seder table, we ask you to remember three special groups of people.] 
 

]SOLO SEDER - Our Jewish military personnel serve at United States 

military installations across the globe, often isolated from the organized Jewish 

community. Today with more military serving throughout the world and several 

war fronts, we reach out to you to become a sponsor so that every Jewish 

serviceman and servicewoman in our armed forces will receive a Passover Package. 

]PANTRY FUND - In these hard economic times, with an increasing number of people, including 

Jews, out of work, more of our people depend on community food pantries and rabbinic discretionary funds to 

feed themselves and their families. With so many people out of work, the need is greater than ever. We reach 

out to you to help support these critical needs in the METNY community so that every Jewish family can 

celebrate Passover appropriately. 

]YOUTH FUND - Families are faced with tough choices today. While some may view youth 

activities like USY as an extra, we strongly believe that itôs fundamental to the present and 

future vitality of the Jewish people and Conservative Movement. We ask you to contribute to 

the METNY USY Scholarship fund, so our youth will have opportunities to learn about their 

heritage and strengthen their Jewish identities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please return this form with your payment by March 23, 2009. 

 

Please make check(s) payable to METNY, United Synagogue, Attn: Solo Seder Plus 

330 W. 38
th
 St., Suite 205, New York, New York 10018 

_____Yes, I (we) will sponsor ______Passover Package(s) for Jewish Military Personnel. 

_____Yes, I (we) will sponsor ______Passover Package(s) for Kosher Pantries and Rabbinic Discretionary Funds. 

_____Yes, I (we) will support ______ our youth scholarship fund. 

Enclosed is a check for $ _____ for ___   ñSolo Seder Plusò gifts at $15.00 each     

 Name _________________________________ 

Address ________________________________ Email:       

Please include a personal note on this form.  

(Use a separate piece of paper for each additional Passover Package.) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Attn: Solo Seder Plus 

Metropolitan New York Region 

The United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 

330 W. 38
th
 St., Suite 205, New York, New York 10018 

Phone: 212 533-0800 Å Fax: 212 533-0400 

Website: http://www.uscj.org/metny Å E-mail: metny@uscj.org 
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Fascinating Facts: An Alphabetical Account of Useless Information 
 

A:   As all good Scrabble players know, aa is a type of volcanic lava. 

B: The human body has some very interesting names. The columella is the partition between the nostrils. 

C:  According to the Book of Genesis, Chapter 1, verses 20-22, the chicken came before the egg. 

D: Ten billion doughnuts are made in the US every year. 

E:  The elephant is the only animal aside from man that has been taught to stand on its head. Elephants cannot jump. 

F:  The average flatulent is comprised of 59% nitrogen, 21% hydrogen, 9% carbon dioxide, 7% methane and 4% oxygen. 

H:   In 1785 Marie Antoinette decreed that the length of a handkerchief should be equal to its breadth. In 15
th
 century 

England, it was illegal for all but the nobility to carry a handkerchief. 

I:   At the rate of over 31 pints every year, the average Australian eats more ice cream than people of any other nation. 

J:  Lost property on public transportation in Tokyo, Japan, in 1979 included 17 goldfish bowls, complete with fish. 

K:  We know from Sanskrit texts that the Indians have been kissing since 1500 BC. On April 5, 1910, kissing was banned 

on French railway platforms because it caused delays. 

L:   Two-thirds of the worldôs lawyers live in the US. 

M : Walt Disney originally called him Mortimer Mouse, but his wife Lillian thought Mortimer sounded pompous and 

suggested Mickey instead. 

N: Alfred Nobel, who founded the prizes that bear his name, was the inventor of dynamite. His father, Immanuel Nobel, 

invented plywood. 

O:  Researched published in Germany in 2001 showed that the smell of oranges reduces fear and stress in women who are 

waiting to see a dentist but has no effect on men. 

P:  It takes about 550 peanuts to make a 12-oz jar of creamy peanut butter. The average American eats 7 pounds of 

peanuts and peanut butter a year (excluding Rabbi Scheff). 

Q: Aborigines were finally given the right to vote in Queensland, Australia, in 1965. 

R: The maximum speed of rain is 18 mph. Raindrops are about 1/5
th
 of an inch in diameter: drizzle is about 1/5

th
 of an 

inch. 

S: The first open international championship of the game of rock-paper-scissors was held in Toronto, Canada, in 

November 2002. 

T:  Only one in 2000 babies is born with teeth, though Richard III, Napoleon Bonaparte, Louis XIV, and Julius Caesar 

share that distinction. 

U: The only U.S. president to have been arrested and fined $20 for speeding on a horse was Ulysses S. Grant.. 

V:  In 1999 in the U.S., 207 people took out insurance against turning into vampires or werewolves. 

W:  The average American eats over 17 pounds of watermelon a year. 

Y:  The yo-yo was originally a Philippine jungle weapon, to be thrown at its target, then returned for re-use. 

Z:   Alphabetically, the last place on earth is Zywocice in Poland. 

Chag Purim Sameach!-- Youth Director, Sharon Rappaport 
 

 

 

    Your Green Committee is working diligently to make OJC green. In  the 

process, weôd like to continue to pass along some helpful hints for making 

your homes greener as well. Here is some advice from Greenfaith, a terrific 

interfaith organization dedicated to saving the environment.  
 

Use fuel-efficient transportation to reduce harmful tailpipe exhaust and 

greenhouse gas emissions. Many researchers have concluded that 

transportation represents the greatest negative environmental impact created 

by the average U.S. citizen. Use mass transit, buy cars getting at least 30 mpg, 

carpool, bike, and walk wherever possible. Make the commitment to calculate 

your transportation-related carbon footprint and reduce it by 10%. To 

calculate this and your overall carbon footprint, go to 

www.carbonfootprint.com. To find high-mileage cars, visit www.fueleconomy.gov. For public transportation nationwide, 

see www.publicroutes.com.   
 

*Special thanks to Tova Adesnik for our delightful new Kermit logo.




