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A young woman in our congregation recently returned from an 8th 

grade class trip to Israel. Reflecting on her experience, she wrote the 

following piece. As we celebrate Israelôs 60th birthday this month, 

immediately after commemorating Yom Hashoah and Israelôs 

Memorial Day, I thought her words were particularly important to 

share. They echo the sentiment that Theodore Herzl expressed when he 

said, ñIf you will it, it is no dream.ò With pride I thank Stephanie 

Nelson for her willingness to share the following: 
 

ñThanksgiving weekend 2006 I celebrated becoming a bat mitzvah. In preparation for this amazing event it was 

decided that I would be able to sing Avinu she-bashamyim, the prayer for the State of Israel. Though at the time I 

had not yet been to Israel, chills still ran through my body as I chanted the prayer for our ancestorsô homeland. It 

was such a moving experience for me. It helped me feel spiritually connected to Israel. It also gave me a great 

passion for our holy land. In this prayer it says óbless the state of Israel, with its promise of redemption.ô Literally, 

the words mean óthe first flowering of our redemption.ô As I read this particular line, I questioned myself: What do 

we need to do in order to bring about this redemption, to bring the mashiach (messiah)? 
 

ñI believe that what we do every day by just saying this prayer is óthe first flowering of our redemption.ô We need 

to be prepared for the mashiach to come; that is always the first step of anything important. When one writes an 

essay for English class, the first step is to make an outline. The outline helps you prepare so you are ready to write 

your essay. In a sense, we need to make an óoutlineô for the mashiach to come. So we need to say this prayer with 

kavannahðwith intense devotionðevery morning. If we can do this, then I believe we are one step closer to this 

miracle. Once we are ready for this to happen, then we can inspire others to do what we do.  
 

ñSomeone who inspires me once told me a story about this girl in a concentration camp during the Holocaust. She 

looked into the sky and she saw a butterfly, and the one minute that this little girl was able to follow a butterfly 

through the sky made her feel better. Just this little beautiful sign that there is still life encouraged this little girl to 

live. Look at Israel as our butterfly. Itôs really inspiring when you think about it. How many people have fought for 

this amazing place? In Israel when I heard stories about the people who made Israel happen, it made me think. 

Those people did so much just for us to have Israel, so it is my job to be one of the people who make sure we are 

able to keep Israel our holy land.ò    (March 2008) 
 

If we can envision something and prepare ourselves for it, then it becomes a reality in our lives. Stephanieôs words 

capture the essence of our anthem, Hatikvah. ñThe hopeò is thousands of years old. Yet the mere existence of that 

hope of being a free People in our land keeps us working, serving, sacrificing and building towards the realization 

of that hope. And so we must go on believing, with youthful exuberance and refreshing idealism, that if we can 

achieve this hope, then indeed the redemption of the world is not far behind. 
 

Happy 60th birthday Israel. May you keep reminding us of all that is possible. 
 

Rabbi Craig Scheff and Stephanie Nelson 

Orangetown Jewish 

Center 

The Dr. Richard and           

Jana Adelson Campus 

Shaliach  
April 2008 

Nissan - Iyar 5768 



 2 

How to Reach Us 

 
Synagogue Officeééééééééééééééééé. Phone # 845-359-5920ééééééééé.. Fax # 845-398-1646 
  Office@theojc.org 
Administratorééééééééééééééééééé. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Bookkeeperéééééééééééééééééééé Helen Barnettééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 107 
Office Assistant/Donationsééééééééééééé Jacquie Kroenungééééééééééé.845-359-5920 ext. 108 
 
Rabbiééééééééééééééééééééééé Craig Schefféééééééééééééé 845-359-5920 ext. 3 
Associate Rabbiéééééééééééééééééé Paula Mack Drilléééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 103 
Cantoréééééééééééééééééééééé.. Vadim Yuchtéééééééééééééé845-359-5920 ext. 105 
School/Educational Directoréééééééééééé.. Sandra Borowskyééééééééééé..845-398-3982 ext. 110 
Youth Directorééééééééééééééééééé .Sharon Rappaportééééééééééé845-623-2990 
 
Presidentééééééééééééééééééééé. Barry Friedmanéééééééééééé.. 845-641-6367 (cell) 
  845-398-8159 (home) 
1

st
 Vice Presidentééééééééééééééééé.. Kim Lori Sokolééééééééééééé845-398-2910 

Vice Presidentééééééééééééééééééé Andy Blauééééééééééééééé 845-365-0543 
Vice Presidentééééééééééééééééééé Jeffry Horowitz   éééééééééééé845-353-8996 
Treasurerééééééééééééééééééééé. Glenn Hirshéééééééééééééé. 845-365-3096 
Financial Secretaryéééééééééééééééé...Martin Marksééééééééééééé.. 845-638-6909 

Recording Secretaryéééééééééééééééé Hara Hartman........................................845-634-6093 

Corresponding SecretaryééééééééééééééMichael Parkeséééééééééééé..845-627-6104 
 
Book of Life Donationsééééééééééééééé Renee Priceééééééééééééé.....845-634-7244 
Book of Remembranceééééééééééééééé Helen Atlaséééééééééééééé..845-359-4030 
Bulletin Editorééééééééééééééééééé Judy Cohenéééééééééééééé.845-359-5923 
Calendarééééééééééééééééééééé.. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Calendarééééééééééééééééééééé.. Cedine Issmanéééééééééééé..  845-359-5207 
Catering/Kiddushiméééééééééééééééé. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Catering/Kiddushiméééééééééééééééé. Henry Rosenéééééééééééééé845-624-5934 
Cemetery Co-Chairéééééééééééééééé.. Abe Barbashéééééééééé.ééé. 845-735-7226 
Cemetery Co-Chairéééééééééééééééé... Arthur Sandersééééééééééé.é..845-638-0473 
Facility Chairééééééééééééééééééé.. Peter Tarleyéééééééééééééé.845-357-0645 
Associate Facility Chairéééééééééééééé.. Dave Kalanéééééééééééééé.. 845-359-6314 
Food Pantry Co-Chairééééééééééééééé.. Cedine Issmanééééééééééééé845-359-5207 
Food Pantry Co-Chairééééééééééééééé.. Susan Kleinéééééééééééééé 845-354-3653 
Insuranceééééééééééééééééééééé.Abe Barbashééééééééééééé.. 845-735-7226 
Israeli Affairsééééééééééééééééééé.. Jeffry Horowitzéééééééééééé.. 845-353-8996 
Israeli Affairsééééééééééééééééééé.. Allen Levinsonéééééééééééé.. 201-934-9254 
Legal Co-ChairéééééééééééééééééééArthur Sanderséééééééééééé. 845-638-0473 
Legal Co ChairéééééééééééééééééééIrwin Portnoyééééééééééééé..845-562-1028 
Membership Recruitment Co-Chairééééééééé. Esther Berkowitzéééééééééééé845-365-0060 
Membership Recruitment Co-Chairééééééééé. Evelyn Winikofféééééééééééé. 845-358-2564 
Men's Club Presidentééééééééééééééé.. Bart Bookmanééééééééééééé 845-942-2736 
OJC Directoryééééééééééééééééééé.Janet Milleréééééééééééééé. 845-359-7647 
OJC Directoryééééééééééééééééééé.Andrea Sherman..ééééééééééé..845-634-2256 
Publicity/Advertisingéééééééééééééééé Walter Goldmanéééééééééééé. 845-362-0121 
Ritual Chairéééééééééééééééééééé. Ken Lefféééééééééééééééé845-353-8668 
Ritual Committee/ Bar/Bat Aliyah Listsééééééé.. Lloyd Fishmanééééééééééééé201-476-9668 
School Board Co-PresidentéééééééééééééHara Hartmanééééééééééééé..845-634-6093 
School Board Co-President/éé.éééééééééé..Sharon Aachéééééééééééé.é..201-476-1050 
Sisterhood Co-Presidentéééééééééééééé.Cindy Levineééééééééééééé.. 845-398-3645 
Sisterhood Co-Presidentéééééééééééééé.Cedine Issmanéééééééééééé.. 845-359-5207 
Sisterhood Gift ShopééééééééééééééééFrieda Seidnerééééééééééééé 845-359-6366 
Social Action/Good & WelfareééééééééééééMadeline Roimisheréééééééééé. 845-359-4846 
Special DuesééééééééééééééééééééFaye Dinowitzééééééééééééé 845-353-1934 
Web Site ï www.TheOJC.org:éééééééééééé.Marc Levineéééééééééééééé845-398-3645 
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In my Presidentôs Message for the May 2007 Shaliach I spoke about the necessity for 

synagogues to build teams of volunteers in order to accomplish their mission. Teams of 

volunteers, with a shared vision, who take time to study their mission, perform better. I noted 

that successful teams respect the history and the work of their predecessors and should 

expect that their followers respect their contributions. There could not be a better example of 

a community coming together to provide opportunities to learn, to celebrate Israel and our 

heritage, and to experience joy with our friends, than the unprecedented project that we are engaged in at the 

OJC. Under the direction and leadership of chairperson Miriam Suchoff, we began a two-month event, 60 Days 

& 60 Ways to Celebrate Israel @ the OJC. Miriam engaged Israel Affairs Committee chair and liaison to the 

board of trustees, Allen Levinson, along with Rabbi Scheff and Rabbi Drill, in brainstorming ideas for activities 

and events designed to interest every member of the community in celebrating the 60
th
 anniversary of the birth 

of the State of Israel. The 60-60 Event Brochure acknowledges approximately 40 congregants who served as 

sub-committee chairs and event planners and helped to make this epic undertaking a reality. Scores of other 

members joined the excitement and supported the effort. This was truly a work of love from a dedicated group 

of volunteers who have brought great pleasure, learning, and honor to our synagogue.  
 

The program kicked off on March 8
th
 with the incredible sounds of Soulfarm providing an evening that filled 

the sanctuary with joy, energy and excitement and proved to be a foreshadow of the excitement to come. Please 

plan on being part of the happenings at our Yom Haôatzmaut event, A Celebration of All Things Israel, on 

May 7
th
. I hope that we can all be together as the OJC community stands with Jews all around the world and 

sings Hatikvah. 

Our community has so much to celebrate within the next two months. Past-President Arthur Sanders is chair of 

the ñDr. Seymour Cohen Torah Project,ò a yearlong process of education as our sofer writes our Sefer Torah. A 

reference to the project on our website describes Dr. Seymour Cohen, zichrono livracha, as ñthe consummate 

leader. He gave and he served out of his love for what the synagogue represented to himðan extension of his 

family and his home. There could not be a more fitting undertaking to honor his memory and establish his 

legacy than dedicating to him a communal project of writing a Sefer Torah.ò Join us on Sunday night, May 18, 

for the next event in our Torah Project education series. The OJC will come together to celebrate the dedication 

of our new Sefer Torah on June 8
th
, the eve of Shavuot. Please consider a meaningful dedication in the Torah 

Project in honor or in memory of a loved one or to commemorate a special event. All dedications will be 

recorded in a scroll that will be prominently displayed in the synagogue. For consultation regarding text to be 

dedicated, please contact Rabbi Scheff or Rabbi Drill. They will be happy to address your questions. We want 

every member of the OJC to participate in this project. If financial concerns may affect your participation, I 

urge you to contact Rabbi Scheff, who will assist you.  

 

On May 12, 2008, we will hold the congregationôs annual meeting. The business of the meeting will include 

reports of the treasurer, voting on the expenditures of the budget for the 2008-2009 fiscal year, a report of the 

nominating committee, and my year-end comments. Please attend the meeting and participate in the democratic 

practice that is the hallmark of our community. 
 

I urge you to continue to make our beloved OJC the primary focus of your financial support. Without a 

nourished, enriched and vital community synagogue, we will not be as effective as we can be to challenge 

ourselves to learn, grow spiritually, and have a positive impact on the rest of the world. We rely on our clergy to 

be available to meet our needs, to guide us through life cycle events, to laugh, grieve, and share love with us. 

Help to keep us strong so that we may sustain ourselves for generations to come.  
 

Bô Shalom, 

Barry  
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From Ritual:  
Counting to Ten, or, How to be a Good Neighbor 

 

Well, weôre almost ready. After months of one-on-one calls from our rabbis to your 

homes, we are on the brink of using our new minyan system!! You can expect an 

electronically created mass phone call from Rabbi Scheff in the very near future detailing 

the system. 
 

Since early last summer Rabbi Scheff and Rabbi Drill have been reaching out to each member family to explain 

the importance of daily prayer, as represented by our evening minyan, and to enroll each family in the support 

of our minyans. After all, without observing the ritual of daily prayer, the OJC would be little more than a JCC 

without a gym. The Jewish obligation to pray daily arises from the book of Deuteronomy, which states, ñYou 

shall serve God with your whole heart.ò According to the Talmud, prayer is therefore a Biblical command:  

What service is performed with the heart? Prayer. 
 

In addition to following the teachings of our religion about daily prayer, each of us looks to the OJC to provide 

minyans during times of mourning. Whether it be for the full 11-month obligation to recite Kaddish, or whether 

we choose to mourn for only the first 30 days, the seven-day period of shiva, or even for a shortened shiva 

period, each member can count on us to provide the required quorum to permit the recitation of Kaddish. Our 

daily minyan also makes possible the observance of our loved onesô annual yahrzeits. All of this is made 

possible through the continued viability of our daily minyan. 
 

The rabbis have completed their calls, and have assembled a list of the many congregants who agreed to be 

obligated to help populate our minyans. Thanks to the resources of Howard Price, the OJC has gained free 

access to a computerized calling system to remind each minyannaire and each congregant scheduled to observe 

a yahrzeit that his/her day to attend minyan is approaching. By use of this system, we expect that the daily 

minyan will continue in perpetuity at the OJC. 
 

Why does Judaism require the presence of ten adults to permit the recitation of Kaddish? The Torah defines a 

congregation as consisting of a minimum of ten adults. Believe it or not, this definition is found in the story of 

the ten spies who went into Israel during the Exodus and brought back a report of terrible horrors, causing the 

Jewish people to disbelieve Godôs promises concerning the land of Israel, and resulting in their wandering the 

desert for 40 years, rather than quickly settling in the Promised Land. Numbers14:27 refers to these spies as a 

congregation, and from this definition our religion requires 10 Jewish adults to be present for public prayer. 
 

The ancient scholar Maimonides put it this way: 
 

The prayer of the community is always heard; and . . . the Holy One, blessed be He, never rejects the 

prayer of the multitude. Hence a person must join with the community, and should not pray alone so 

long as the person is able to pray with the community. And a person should always go to the synagogue 

morning and evening, for prayer is only heard at all times in the synagogue. And whoever has a 

synagogue in their city and does not pray there with the community is called a bad neighbor. 
 

Letôs all be good neighbors. Those of you who volunteered to keep our minyan alive, please come on the day 

you are scheduled. Those who missed the rabbisô calls, please call the synagogue and commit to one day each 

month. Those who were unable to promise a specific day each month, please come voluntarily whenever you 

can to be sure our community always remains a congregation of prayer, and not just a social club. Letôs support 

our OJC minyan!!! 
 

Ken Leff  
Ritual Chair 
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On May 8
th
, the Jewish people will celebrate the 60

th
 anniversary of the day in which David Ben-

Gurion proclaimed Israelôs independence. The OJC community and the school have been part of a 

variety of extraordinary programs ï 60 ways to celebrate Israelôs 60th. Happily, our community has 

lived and breathed Israel. Even the halls of our OJC home abounded with the spirit of Israel. With 

Israel in our heads, hands, and hearts, we learned, sang, danced, ate, celebrated, and performed mitzvot. There were 

movies, concerts, speakers, virtual Israel on our computersðmore and more. As the Educational Director, and with Israel 

in the forefront of our minds for the last two months, how to talk to our Jewish American children about the conflict in 

Israel was a dilemma many parents discussed with me.  

       To give the best answer I felt it necessary to do some research. I found plenty of general information about talking 

about war with children. There were developmental timetables dealing with when children can cognitively process the 

concept of war (about first grade), tips on easing their anxiety over disturbing images on television (reassuring kids that 

the fighting is far away) and tips on discussing evil people in the news (the armies will get the bad people, so everyone 

will be safe and free). While these guidelines are certainly relevant in relation to war in general, they fall short when 

talking to American Jewish children about fighting in Israel. Just think: children in our Nursery School, still in diapers, are 

waving blue and white flags in celebration of Israeli Independence Day. Our OJC schoolchildren have yet to lose their 

first baby tooth before they are reciting the motzi in Israelôs native tongue. Most of our Religious School students could 

guess Hatikvah in five notes on ñName That Tune.ò Israel is not just a faceless country half a world away to our children. 

It is a part of the fabric of their Jewish education and lives. I would like to share with you some simple suggestions on this 

important topic. 

1. Let your children guide your conversation and start out by asking them what they already know about the conflict 

in Israel. Build your discussion from there, so it will be developmentally appropriate.  

2. Limit and monitor television and newspaper coverage since sensationalism often prevails. Stay close and be ready 

to field questions.     

3. There is a very fine line between letting your children know what is going on in Israel and portraying it as a sad, 

dangerous place. We need to tell our children the truth but we also need to let them know that people in Israel are 

happy, living normal lives much like ours.  

4. Children need to know that adults in their lives are doing everything to make Israel a safe place. We must be the 

role models of connection and caring.  

5. Take action and do everything we can to help in a positive way, like the hundreds of letters our Religious School 

children wrote to Israeli soldiers and giving our tzdekah to Israeli charities. 

6. Provide a historical perspective for your children and recount the many times the Jewish people and Israel have 

overcome our enemies. Show your children that hope and good prevail, and not evil.  

7. Prayer is important. Spiritual acts like lighting the Shabbat candles and reciting a special prayer for Israelôs safety 
renew our hope and faith. 

8. We must build Jewish pride and tell our children never to be afraid of being Jewish. We should live proudly and 

unified as a Jewish community.  

9. It seems simple, but we must tell our children that they are the future of Judaism and they are strong Jews! In 

Israel there are billboards that have a simple two-word message: Yisrael Chazakah- Israel, the Jewish people, are 

strong!  

Parents Are Our Partners. Please help our educators to assure that our Jewish American children are strong in 

their knowledge, connection, and commitment to Judaism, as well as their love and support for Israel.  
 

   Our Religious School will have a special ñTour Israelò program on May 6th for all our students, and we invite 

every family to attend the OJC community Yom HaôAtzmaut celebration, in the evening on May 7
th
. Along with these 

celebrations the month of May has some very important remembrances that commemorate crucial events in Jewish 

history. On Yom Hashoah, May 1
st
, we remember the six million Jewish people massacred during the Holocaust. On 

May 7th, Yom Hazikaron, we memorialize Israelôs fallen soldiers and victims of terrorism. These are all times we are 

thankful for the strength and perseverance of our ancestors and for Israel, our Jewish homeland. Our students will 

participate in educational, meaningful, age-appropriate programs to commemorate these very significant events, and 

we will also celebrate Lag BôOmer.  
 

 The Orangetown Jewish Center is honored to host the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaismôs Educational 

Awards for the METNY Region on May 14
th
. This is the first time this Awards Ceremony has ever taken place in 
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Rockland County! Mazal Tov to our own seventh grade students who will be receiving awards. Jordan Dubbs, Jason 

Kleinberger, Allison Waldman and Daniel Weiner will receive the Keter Torah Award and Ben Yassky will receive 

the Akiva Award. 
 

       It is hard to believe but our wonderful, productive, successful, and fun school year is coming to a conclusion. Our 

End of the Year Zimriyah will be on May 27
th
 and our last day of school is May 29

th
. Please donôt forgetïthis month is 

registration for Religious School 2008-2009! Todah Rabbah to all our extraordinary students and their families. Thank 

you for making the ñJoys of Judaismò abound in our school!       

Bô Yedidut,  

Sandy Borowsky   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RULES FOR SUBMISSION OF ARTICLES/FLYERS TO THE SHALIACH  

 

¶ All articles must be Word documents.  

¶ Half -page flyers only. Full-page flyers will be accepted ONLY if there is a tear-off return.  

Flyers must be ñeditable.ò This means that I must be able to make corrections if necessary. Please go 

easy on the graphics because itôs more difficult to adjust sizes when the flyer is too busy. 

¶ All submissions are due on the first of the month. If the first is a Shabbat, the due date becomes the 

next day. ñThe dog ate my articleò is an unacceptable excuse. 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION.  
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Kiddie Kamp 
 

at the 

Orangetown Jewish Center Nursery School  
 

 July 8th ð August 14th, 2008  
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays-10am-1pm 

 

Caring, Professional Staff  

The personal attention each child deserves!  

Create, Explore, Discover, and Experience  

Build Self - Esteem and Make New  Friends  

 
Songs, Stories, Snack, Art projects and moreé 
Brand New Playground- Mini-Swimming Pool 

Fun themes: Summer Treats, Bugs and Summer Critters, 
Silly Animals, Oceans of Fun, Mother Goose, 

Silly Hat Day, Stuffed Animal Show, Meet the Critters, Inside-Out Day 
 

PLEASE REGISTER BY May 16th.  We are enrolling quickly! A limited number of openings  
are still available. For more information contact Sandy Borowsky at 845-398-3982, x 110. 

 

JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ 
I would like to register my child for the 6-week Kiddie Kamp at a cost of $800.00 

 for the entire program. Please find enclosed my $150.00 deposit. 
 

Studentôs Name________________________________Birthday________________ 

Parentsô Names_________________________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number (Home and Cell) __________________________________________ 

      

All classes are subject to minimum enrollment. No refunds for vacation or sick days.  
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OJCõS ONGOING LEARNING AT A GLANCE 

May 2008 
 

Text and Context 
Thursdays: 9:45-10:45 a.m., May 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29 

Parashat hashavua (the weekly Torah portion) with Rabbi Scheff 
 

 

Iyyun Tefillah 
Saturday, May 3 at 8:45 a.m. 

An in-depth exploration of our Shabbat liturgy with Rabbi Drill 
 

 

Friday Night Lecture Series 
Friday, May 9 at 7 p.m. 

Dr. Marty Cohenõs topic this month: òEzekiel: A Most Unusual Prophetó 
 
 

Toward a Purposeful Jewish Life 
Monday, May 12, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Jewish ethics with Rabbi Drill: òTzimtzum ð Self-Control and Restraintó 
 

 
Torah nõ Treats 

Wednesdays, May 14 and 28 at noon 

Studies in the Book of Prophets with Rabbi Scheff 
 

 

Dr. Seymour Cohen Memorial Torah Project Lecture with Rabbi Scheff 
Sunday, May 18, time to be announced 

òThe Torah as a Tree of Life: 
A Guide to Health, Wealth, Love, and the Time to Enjoy It!ó 

 
 

Holy Day Meanings with Rabbi Drill 
Monday, May 19 at 7:30 p.m. 

Rabbi Drill discusses the customs, symbols and significance of Shavuot 
 

 

Talmud Study Group 
Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. 

An informal, congregant-led study group on texts relating to Jewish ethics 
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Join us at 5:30 p.m. as we dedicate our completed Torah with music, singing 
and dancing, and escort our new Torah to its home in our sanctuary.  

A complementary Shavuot dinner will follow the dedication. 
Join us for our Shavuot services at 8 p.m. followed by our 

all-night Tikkun Leyl Shavuot (Shavuot study session)! 
 

If you would like to make a dedication please contact Jeff Horowitz at JHorowitz@northernmet.com or call (845) 
353-8996 for more information. You can also make a dedication online by going to 

http://www.theojc.org/seymourcohenform.htm 

 
 
 

 
 

Prepare your mind, your spirit and your soul to receive our new 

Torah! 
 

May 18 ð The Fina l Letters!  

Join our sofer Rabbi Zerach Greenfield and the OJC community at 
6:00 p.m. as we come together to complete the writing of the Torah's 
final letters while Rabbi Scheff leads us in a discussion and explores 
"The Torah as a Tree of Life: A guide to Health, Wealth, Love and the 
Time to Enjoy It!" 

 

If you have purchased a letter or made a larger dedication, or do so 
that evening, you will have the opportunity to be one of our scribes and 
fill in a letter of the Torah! To participate, please RSVP to 
torah@theojc.org  or call Tova Adesnik at (845) 708-5329 for more 
information. Email responses are preferred. 
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What a month! We had a wonderful time together at the Womenôs Seder celebrating the women we learned 
about in the Book of Exodus: Yocheved, mother of Moses; Miriam, daughter and sister; Batya, the Egyptian 

princess; and a group of heroic midwives all acting peaceably, heroically and shrewdly to save life and to 

ñmotherò the greatest of Jewish leaders.  Thank you to Nina Asch and all those involved for making such a 

wonderful evening! 

 

We also honored our own Beth Fishman at the Torah Fund Brunch, honoring the women within our Sisterhoods 

who are role models for the ideals of Torah Fund. The brunch was held at Conservative Synagogue Adath Israel 

of Riverdale. Congratulations Beth! An amazing time was had by all who came out. What a great day! Slide 

shows from both these events can been seen on our website in the Community Video Gallery. 

http://www.theojc.org/communityatlarge.htm 

 

There are plenty of new things to get excited about as well. Join us for our Chai Style Fashion show on May 4, 

Sisterhood Book Chat on May 20, The Israeli Day Parade on June 1, and the Atlantic City Trip on June 23. 

Mark your calendars and come on out! 
 

We are also having a Sisterhood Walk and Talk at Rockland Lake State Park on Tuesday mornings during May 

and June. For more information please contact Helen Shalfi at (845) 323-4608 or (845) 323-1150. This is a 

wonderful way to exercise and also spend time your Sisterhood friends! 

 

Next month we look forward to exciting details about the Fashion show, and so much more  
  

Looking for that special item for Passover? Bar/Bat Mitzvah needs giving you a headache? Tallit anyone? 

Remember to visit our gift shop and check out our new arrivals. Competitive pricing, no delivery charges, and 

excellent service! Call Frieda Seidner (845) 359-6366 or Gladys Weiss (845) 359-2319 for all of your gift 

needs! 
 

For more details on all of our events please remember to check your 

mailings, the weekly newsletter ï ñThis Week @ the OJCò and the 

OJC websiteðhttp://www.theojc.org. Please support our programs, 

gift shop, and fundraisers. We are there for you and the entire OJC 

community.  
 

Make the OJC Sisterhood your Sisterhood! 

 
 

Cindy &  Cedine 

 

 

Where youôll always find a friendly face! 
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This Year and Next Year 
 

By the time you receive this issue of the Shaliach, you will have already received a   

mailing concerning the Man-of-the-Year Dinner on May 29. This is our first activity as a 

member of the Hudson Valley Region of the Federation of Jewish Menôs Clubs  (FJMC).  

We are honoring Phil Mosner, who resurrected the Menôs Club at OJC and enabled us to 

become an active force in the synagogue. The event is a fundraiser for the region and 

helps to support activities and charities.   

 

I realize that many of you will not be able to come, but your support in terms of journal ads and raffles would 

go a long way toward helping us in the work we are trying to do. Speaking of support, we hope that you will 

join us on Saturday, June 7, 2008, for the Menôs Club Shabbat. 

 

On a more long-term note, we are planning for next year. In 2009, Menôs Club Shabbat will be earlier than June 

and we are attempting to run a program each month, mainly on Sundays from 10 to noon. Weeknight programs 

are not ruled out but may pose difficulties for many people who work and have family responsibilities. Some of 

the ideas we have discussed so far include:   

 

¶ Hot-stove baseball ï talking about trades, free agents, etc. in the post season 

¶ Sports videos ï the golden years of baseball, history of the Dodgers in Brooklyn, championship year 

videos 

¶ Menôs health issues ï guest speakers 

¶ Hearing Menôs Voices ï a program developed by the Federation of Jewish Menôs Clubs that focuses on 

many aspects of our roles as men, fathers, friends, etc. 

¶ Specialized speakers ï financial issues, college issues, others? 

¶ Using the FJMC candles program to tie into our Yom Hashoah program at the synagogue. 

 

We need your input and so we are seeking any other ideas you may have for programming. Also, we are 

looking to work with other groups in the synagogue to develop additional programs. We are open to ideas in 

this area as well.   

 

Your ideas, comments or suggestions are most welcome. You can send them via e-mail to 

BartBookman@theojc.org. 

 

We look forward to hearing from you and seeing you at many events.  
 

 Menôs Club Changes 

 
Sincerely, 

 

Bart Bookman  
Menôs Club President 

 


