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As we draw closer to the summer, especially in these days between Pesach and Shavuot, I find 

myself a little more introspective than usual, reflecting on the nature of community and 

commitment, and the work that remains as we strive to become a kehilla kedosha, a holy 

community. I hope we can appreciate who we are as a community, what we have accomplished 

and what has attracted people to be part of the OJC. I also hope we can recognize challenges that 

we face in meeting the ideals and values to which we aspire. I personally believe that wanting and 

expecting our community to be moreðmore observant, more learned, more caringðleads us 

individually on a path of greater growth, connection and meaning. When we are touched by a role 

model, by a piece of learning, by a prayer experience, by an act of generosity, or by an individual who reaches out to us in 

the name of our OJC community or in the name of God, we become more likely to be a reflection of the same. Moreover, 

building community through shared aspiration and appreciation means that we never have to lose individuals who feel 

they have outgrown the community or havenôt come far enough. There is no judgment of the individual in this model; no 

one person can be too religious or not religious enough, as long as there are others who share the path. 

The communal experience has always been the heart of the Jewish experience throughout history. Learning, 

prayer/service, and deeds of kindness (Torah, avodah, and gemilut hasadim) have always been taught in our tradition 

through the context of community as the ideal. In turn, Jewish community has been strengthened by the presence of these 

values as its pillars. Al shlosha devarim, upon these three things, according to our rabbis, the world depends. What 

follows is a preliminary plan for three areas of our synagogue life for the year ahead where I believe we can capitalize on 

our strengths and successes and build even more powerful opportunities to bring people closer to this sense of holiness, 

assuring that every individual feels included and valued as a member of our community. 

AvodahðService 

ñService,ò as our sages envisioned the word, was our substitute idea for sacrifice. It came to be the word used for prayer. 

In our time, and especially in our OJC community, Shabbat has become the central way in which we use prayer to create 

or enhance community. The Shabbat experienceðpraying, learning, singing and socializingðhas been one very 

successful way in which we have furthered our identity as a community. This is a particularly fitting form of ñservice,ò as 

even the idea (and ideal) of Shabbat rest is considered an offering to God. 

I am proud of our OJC Shabbat experienceðwe receive much positive feedback from people outside our community who 

are exposed to our Shabbat morning experienceðbut I also know there is more we should and could be offering. In the 

year ahead I hope that we will model a Shabbat experience that sanctifies the 25-hour experience of Shabbat, rather than a 

Shabbat that begins Saturday morning and ends after lunch. Aspiring toward an ideal, we must think of creative ways to 

welcome people into the Shabbat experience as the sun goes down, offer ways for individuals and families to experience 

Friday night in community, and extend our communal celebration of Shabbat from the synagogue into our homes through 

the  time we bring Shabbat to an end with  havdallah. Recently, I witnessed a  teacher offer our  4th grade religious school  
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How to Reach Us 

 
Synagogue Officeééééééééééééééééé. Phone # 845-359-5920ééééééééé.. Fax # 845-398-1646 
  Office@theojc.org 
Administratorééééééééééééééééééé. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Bookkeeperéééééééééééééééééééé Helen Barnettééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 107 
Office Assistant/Donationsééééééééééééé Maureen Scollo éééééééééééé.845-359-5920 ext. 108 
 
Rabbiééééééééééééééééééééééé Craig Schefféééééééééééééé 845-359-5920 ext. 3 
Associate Rabbiéééééééééééééééééé Paula Mack Drilléééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 8 
Cantoréééééééééééééééééééééé.. Vadim Yuchtéééééééééééééé845-359-5920 ext. 105 
School/Educational Directoréééééééééééé.. Sandra Borowskyééééééééééé..845-398-3982 ext. 110 
Youth Directorééééééééééééééééééé Sharon Rappaportééééééééé.éé845-623-2990 
 
Presidentééééééééééééééééééééé. Glenn Hirshéééééééééééé........,845-365-3096 
1

st
 Vice Presidentééééééééééééééééé.. Andy Blauééééééééééééééé845-365-0543 

Vice Presidentééééééééééééééééééé Jeffry Horowitz   éééééééééééé845-353-8996 
Vice Presidentéééééééééééééééééé.éKim Lori Sokolééééééééééééé845-398-2910 
Treasurerééééééééééééééééééééé. Bob Kleinberger............................................845-624-1410 
Financial Secretaryéééééééééééééééé...Fran Mintzer-Dolberéééééééééé..201-307-8776 

Recording Secretaryéééééééééééééééé Hara Hartman........................................845-634-6093 

Corresponding SecretaryééééééééééééééMarc Levineéééééééééééé........845-398-3645 
 
Book of Life Donationsééééééééééééééé Renee Priceééééééééééééé.....845-634-7244 
Book of Remembranceééééééééééééééé Helen Atlaséééééééééééééé..845-359-4030 
Bulletin Editorééééééééééééééééééé Judy Cohenéééééééééééééé.845-359-5923 
Calendarééééééééééééééééééééé.. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Catering/Kiddushiméééééééééééééééé. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Cemetery Co-Chairéééééééééééééééé.. Abe Barbashéééééééééé.ééé. 845-735-7226 
Cemetery Co-Chairéééééééééééééééé... Arthur Sandersééééééééééé.é..845-638-0473 
Facility Chairééééééééééééééééééé.. Eli Josephséééééééééééééé.845-365-1563 
Associate Facility Chairéééééééééééééé.. Dave Kalanéééééééééééééé.. 845-359-6314 
Food Pantry Co-Chairééééééééééééééé.. Cedine Issmanééééééééééééé845-359-5207 
Food Pantry Co-Chairééééééééééééééé.. Susan Kleinéééééééééééééé 845-354-3653 
Insuranceééééééééééééééééééééé.Abe Barbashééééééééééééé.. 845-735-7226 
Israeli Affairsééééééééééééééééééé.. Jeffry Horowitzéééééééééééé.. 845-353-8996 
Israeli Affairsééééééééééééééééééé.. Allen Levinsonéééééééééééé.. 201-934-9254 
Legal Co-ChairéééééééééééééééééééArthur Sanderséééééééééééé. 845-638-0473 
Legal Co ChairéééééééééééééééééééIrwin Portnoyééééééééééééé..845-562-1028 
Membership Recruitment Co-Chairééééééééé. Esther Berkowitzéééééééééééé845-365-0060 
Membership Recruitment Co-Chairééééééééé. Evelyn Winikofféééééééééééé. 845-358-2564 
Men's Club Presidentééééééééééééééé.. Bart Bookmanééééééééééééé 845-942-2736 
OJC Directoryééééééééééééééééééé.Janet Milleréééééééééééééé. 845-359-7647 
OJC Directoryééééééééééééééééééé.Andrea Sherman..ééééééééééé..845-634-2256 
Publicity/Advertising......................................................................................................................................................... 
Ritual Chairéééééééééééééééééééé. Ken Lefféééééééééééééééé845-353-8668 
Ritual Committee/ Bar/Bat Mitzvah Aliyah Listsééé.. Lloyd Fishmanééééééééééééé201-476-9668 
School Board Co-PresidentéééééééééééééHara Hartmanééééééééééééé..845-634-6093 
School Board Co-President.éé.éééééééééé..Sharon Aachéééééééééééé.é..201-476-1050 
Sisterhood Co-Presidentéééééééééééééé.Cindy Levineééééééééééééé.. 845-398-3645 
Sisterhood Co-Presidentéééééééééééééé.Cedine Issmanéééééééééééé.. 845-359-5207 
Sisterhood Gift ShopééééééééééééééééFrieda Seidnerééééééééééééé 845-359-6366 
Social Action/Good & WelfareééééééééééééMadeline Roimisheréééééééééé. 845-359-4846 
Special DuesééééééééééééééééééééFaye Dinowitzééééééééééééé 845-353-1934 
Web Site ï www.TheOJC.org:éééééééééééé.Marc Levineéééééééééééééé845-398-3645 
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(Rabbiôs message continued from page 1) 

 
class a special Saturday afternoon experience that ended with the ceremony to conclude Shabbat. Many of the 

children and parents had never even seen the ceremony before. The experience was profound; the connection to 

tradition, community and God was palpable. The families were left touched and wanting more. These are the 

kinds of experiences we can offer, and hopefully we will inspire some to seek that feeling throughout Shabbat, 

whether in the synagogue or at home. 

 

Torah--Learning 

Ongoing learning has been a strong attraction to many at the OJC. There are circles of learners in our 

community for whom study is their pathway into Judaism. Services may not attract them, but theodicy, history 

or the study of text will bring them to the synagogue. The exchange of ideas and exposure to new 

understandings is profoundly spiritual for some, as is the bond of community that is created through learning 

together. There are many in our community, nevertheless, who do not engage in learning as a way of 

strengthening Jewish identity or connection to the synagogue, especially among the younger parents of our 

population. Perhaps the re-introduction of our ñIntroduction to Judaismò class will bring new learners to our 

community. Parallel learning with our children is a non-threatening avenue toward individual and family 

learning. Perhaps we need to undertake a study within our community to determine the factors that make 

participation easier and Jewish learning more accessible. If our goal is to be a community of learners, we must 

create learning experiences that will attract all ages, meet diverse interests and learning styles, and offer 

meanings and connections that make the commitment worthwhile. 

 

Gemilut hasadimðActs of kindness 

We are a community of kind and caring people. We offer programs and services that bring our warmth and 

positive energy to the world, from Mitzvah Day to Helping Hands for the Homeless. We comfort mourners 

through our shiva minyans, providing meals of condolence and daily services. Individually, we anonymously 

make and deliver meals for families in need. We offer scholarships and funds to make Jewish educational 

opportunities available to our children. We try to gather information about people in need of physical, spiritual 

or emotional support in our community. We donôt always succeed in caring for everyone. Sometimes we donôt 

have full knowledge, and sometimes the needs at any given moment in time are just too great to serve. If we are 

a caring community, however, then we must be responsible for and to each other. We have the resources; if we 

have the desire, we can be that community. Our success in this endeavor will feed back into community, serving 

to replenish and renew the energy, commitment and caring that has been the hallmark of Jewish community for 

centuries. 

 

These are not dreams. These are visions that, with your participation and planning, can be realized in the short 

term. If you would like to participate in any one of these three areas of community-building, please let me 

know. Sometimes the presence of holiness is found in the process of building itself. 
 

Bôshalom, 
 

Rabbi Craig Scheff 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Rabbi Tarfon teaches: "It is not your obligation to complete the task  
[of perfecting the world], but neither are you free to desist from doin g all you can."  

 

ñ Pirke Avot 2:16 
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Another month, another article. But this month's article is not just any article. We are in 

the month of May, which is usually a decision-making month for all of our congregants here at 

the OJC. This year, May is especially significant because it will require you to make several 

important decisions. With so much going on in the world around us, with so much uncertainty, 

with so many concerns and worries for us to think about on a daily basis, it is now, more than ever, that we, the 

OJC, be a place of strength for our community. We need to be a strong backbone, one that is supportive, caring, 

thoughtful, and above all, one that is here when you need it most. And in my opinion, the only way we can be 

that backbone, that pillar of strength, is with a rabbinic team that is here for us. We have had that team in place 

for the past five years and with your help, we can ensure that our team remains in place for at least another three 

years. 
 

By now, you have received the 2009/2010 budget for the OJC along with an outline of the contract offer that 

was made to and accepted by Rabbi Drill. At the time of this writing, the offer, which is for three years, had not 

yet been approved by the OJC Board of Trustees. This is because the Board of Trustees will almost certainly 

state its approval at their next meeting in late April and I had to write this article three weeks earlier, in keeping 

with the Shaliach deadlines. I have no doubt the Trustees will see as I do that it is essential that we keep Rabbi 

Drill on our rabbinic team.    
 

On May 11, 2009, we will be holding our annual congregational meeting. It is at that meeting, with the approval 

of the Board of Trustees, that the contract committee, which includes Bob Kleinberger (Treasurer), Jeffry 

Horowitz (Vice President and Past President) and Roger Frey (Trustee), will present the contract offer made to 

Rabbi Drill. After the presentation, you will have an opportunity to ask questions and then you will vote to 

approve or reject the contract. I am recommending, as I did to the Board of Trustees, that you vote to approve 

Rabbi Drillôs contract and here is why. 
 

Rabbi Drillôs first training and work experience was in social work and she has been able to transform that part 

of her life into an important part of her work as a rabbi, whether it is through hospital or crisis visits. But in 

addition to those calls, Rabbi Drill has been there for our congregants in times of need, providing counseling for 

those who have just received a difficult diagnosis or who have just lost a loved one. Many of you know that in 

times of need or even just questions, Rabbi Drill is the presence you have appreciated most when it really 

counted. But there is more to Rabbi Drill than just her counseling abilities.   
 

Rabbi Drill is a spiritual presence at the various minyanim in our community: morning and evening minyanim, 

Shabbat and holidays. She facilitates life-cycle events from baby namings to b'nai mitzvah, weddings and 

funerals. We have all watched with pride as she has grown in her rabbinic role of leading, teaching and giving 

sermons. She is a master in the art of creating and facilitating programs for every segment of our congregation.  

She started Hazak, which she continues to facilitate by planning 6 to 8 activities a year. This program has 

reached over 150 congregants by taking them on trips of Jewish interest or by providing local opportunities for 

learning.  In addition, together with Rabbi Scheff and Sharon Rappaport, she conceived and planned Naaseh, a 

program for our youth that continues to run strong. She is a spiritual leader in our Religious School where she 

leads weekly school-wide Tefila (prayer) and Parasha (Torah portion games and drama) in addition to teaching 

our 7th grade. She prepares students to lead Junior Congregation services on Friday night and Saturday morning 

and, together with Rabbi Scheff, she has helped to bring Family Services to a new level with their famous 

Rabbinic Schtick. Rabbi Drill created the PACT (Parents And Children Together) program, which brings 

families with children of all school-age groups into our synagogue for learning sessions and specifically 

prepares 6th graders and their parents in what it means to become Bônai Mitzvah. Also, Rabbi Drill provides 

many opportunities for adult learning from Saturday morning Iyyun Tefila sessions to Monday evening classes.  

Finally, Rabbi Drill has opened our community to issues in the broader world, spearheading efforts to house the 
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homeless through Helping Hands, teaching about Domestic Violence Prevention and raising awareness about 

Darfur through programs like the Tent of Hope. 
 

I think by now you get my point.  Rabbi Drill is not only a spiritual leader for our congregation; she is a teacher, 

a mentor, a counselor, a visionary and above all, a friend.  I strongly urge you to come out on May 11th to hear 

the contract presentation so that you will be able to make an informed decision. When it comes time to place 

your vote on whether to accept Rabbi Drillôs contract, it is my hope that we can agree that it is vitally important 

to keep Rabbi Drill on our team. She has become an integral part of what makes OJC special.   
 

I look forward to seeing you at the Annual Congregational Meeting. 
 

BôShalom, and keep smiling! 

Glenn Hirsh  
 

From Ritual: Will You Oversleep and Miss the Giving of 
the Torah? 

 

The holiday of Shavuot, celebrated this year from sunset on Thursday, May 28 to sunset on 

Saturday, May 30, commemorates Godôs giving the people of Israel the Torah for the 

second time, and the people receiving the Torah for the first time. (Remember? Moses       

smashed the first set of tablets when he saw the people worshiping the golden calf.)  
 

The day of the giving of the Torah, zôman matan toratenu, was a big day for the Israelites in the desert. They 

had come a long way from Egypt, and were now ready to receive a special gift from Godðthe Ten 

Commandments. According to a story in the Midrash, the night before the Torah was given, the Israelites retired 

early to be well rested for the momentous day ahead, a day on which Mount Sinai would be surrounded by 

smoke and clouds and God would pass in front of Moses. However, being tired from their journey (and 

presumably resting their aching feet), the Israelites oversleptðthey would miss the miraculous appearance of 

God on the mountaintop. They would miss the giving of the Ten Commandments. Moses had to wake the 

people up because God was waiting on the mountaintop. Not quite the way one should greet such a momentous 

event.   
 

To be certain the sleep-loving Jews donôt make this same mistake twice, many Jews stay up all night on erev 

Shavuot, studying Torah. Although we call our program Tikkun Leyl Shavuot, the real tikkun was a special set 

of readings laid out for the all-nighter in the 1500s. The Tikkun Leyl Shavuot consists of excerpts from the 

beginning and end of each of the 24 books of Tanakh and the 63 chapters of the Mishnah. This is followed by a 

reading of all 613 commandments and ends with excerpts from the Zohar. I donôt know about you, but in my 

opinion if we tried to follow the real tikkun, weôd be sure to have a bunch of sleeping congregants missing the 

Shavuot morning sunrise service. 
 

Instead, the OJC each year offers an evening of engaging study and discussion on the night before Shavuot, 

punctuated with lots of breaks for eating (this is the OJC, after all). Details of this yearôs program will be 

announced shortly. Come early, stay late, and let your friends keep you awake so you donôt miss this yearôs 

commemoration of the giving of the Torah. 

 

Ken Leff , Ritual Chair 
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Harmony is the inner cadence of contentment we feel when the melody of life is in tune. 

Usually when the distractions of daily life deplete our energy, the first thing we eliminate is 

the thing we need the most: quiet reflective time . . . time to think, and time to contemplate.  

Learn how to pause. 

        Sarah Ban Breathnach  
 

As our Religious School year concludes, we note with contentment that the melody of our school is in 

wondrous tune. Our school community takes pride in our studentsô growth this year in wisdom, character, 

spirituality and personal expression while experiencing the joys of being Jewish. Our Religious School 

exemplified harmony as we not only learned through our texts but also experienced Judaism through actions, 

practice, explanation, and contemplation. Throughout the year our students acquired a wonderful balance of 

Torah, prayer, and Hebrew literacy as well as our traditions, holidays, history, Israel, mitzvot, middot, and the 

life cycle. As we reflect, we are so very proud of our students and the knowledge, skills, experiences, 

understanding, insights, friendships and vibrant meaningful memories they have acquired to enhance their 

Jewish identity for a lifetime. 

 

The month of May means ñgraduationò for our 7
th
 grade class.  Mazal Tov to Evan Dymond, Jared Fink, Shelby 

Freedman, Ethan Grau, Zachary Grau, Benjamin Hack, Jason Isaacs, Brandon Latteri, Jake Lewis, Matthew 

Nussbaum, Samantha Pincus, Jaclyn Pontell, Greta Pucci, Garrett Rubinstein, Jordan Saadon, David Schatz-

Mizrahi, Hannah Schwalberg, Allison Snider, Dana Sokol, Lauren Strauss, Alison Teadore, Alexa Tillis, Clara 

Wasserstein and Elsa Weintraub. It is our prayer that completion of 7
th
 grade is just the beginning of these 

young adultsô quest for Jewish knowledge and life. In celebration, our 7
th
 graders will lead erev Shabbat 

services on May 15th. They will also be attending the Broadway Show, ñIrenaôs Vow,ò have a party as their last 

visit with their senior friends at the Esplanade at Palisades, and, of course, will sing in our school-wide end of 

the year Zimriyah. All of our students also look forward to having a Lag BôOmer field day as a community. 

 

This month, we prepare ourselves for Shavuot when the whole Jewish nation stood together at Mount Sinai and 

God gave us the Torahðthe same Torah we have today! As our ancestors stood on that mountain in the 

presence of God, there was an awesome sense of unity. They were like one person with one heart. At the OJC, 

we try to create that unity for our children, each other, our community, the Jewish People, and ourselves. Letôs 

pause and find time to Learn Torah, Live Torah, and Pass it on with Love. Remember that Connection + 

Commitment = Continuity + Community. The OJC is a place for Faith, Family, Friendship and Future. 
 

Bô Ahava, Sandy Borowsky   
 

 Registration for the 2009-2010 Religious      

School year is May 5
th
, 6

th
 and 7

th
. J 
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School News 

 

The Walerstein Scholarship Fund has provided numerous families in our community with the assistance 

necessary to provide a Jewish education for their children in our Religious School. During these difficult 

economic times, and in perpetuating the memory of their son, Jeffrey, the Walersteins are offering to match 

your generosity with theirs by matching every dollar donated to the Walerstein Scholarship Fund between April 

7
th
 (Jeffrey's birthday) and July 15th, up to $20,000 (for a possible total of $40,000). May we all be inspired by 

the Walersteins' generosity and remember that these funds will ensure the continued financial success of our 

Religious School as well as assure the families of our synagogue that the resources are available to make their 

children's education affordable.  
 

The OJC Nursery School was selected to be a national pilot school for the United Synagogues of Conservative 

Judaism (USCJ) Early Childhood Educational Guidelines.  
 

The OJC Religious School received a Pardes Yaakov grant from USCJ-Metropolitan New York Region that 

provided our teachers with four excellent sessions of intensive professional development.  
 

The OJC was selected by the Jewish Theological Seminary to participate in Limud BôYachad: Learning 

Together. This 4-session program of adult education by a JTS professor will take place at the OJC. The learning 

will be modeled on our successful innovative Project Etgar (6
th
 and 7

th
 grade) Middle School curriculum. 

 

Sandy Borowsky, our Educational Director, presented teachersô workshops at both Rockland Jewish Educators 

Professional Development Conferences ï ñGames Religious School Teachers Playò(Religious School) and 

ñHenglishò (Early Childhood). She was asked to write for the Open Lion, a newsletter by Behrman House, one 

of the biggest Jewish educational book publishers in the United States, and was accepted as a full member of the 

Jewish Educational Assembly (JEA), a national organization for Conservative educational leaders. Sharon 

Rappaport, our 7th grade teacher and Youth Group Director, won the county-wide Ellen Froncek Creative 

Teacherôs Award from the Center for Jewish Education-Rockland (CJER) for the bikkur cholim curriculum used 

by our 7
th
 graders for their mitzvah visits to the Esplanade at Palisades. Our Israeli jazz pianist music teacher, 

Assaf Glizner, is studying Music Education at Purchase College and is teaching in our Religious School as part 

of an internship program.  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

NEFESH        Nurturing Education for Families and Exceptional Students ï Halleluyah 

                                                     ñHow Difficult Can This Be?ò 
                           Monday, May 18 th, 2009 at 8:00 P.M. 

   

  A must-see video for every parent, grandparent, older sibling and teacher about  

   understanding learning disabilities.  It allows viewers to experience the frustration,  

  anxiety and tension faced by children with learning disabilities. Workshop facilitator  

  Richard Lavoie, M.A., M.Ed., presents a series of striking  simulations emulating  

  daily experiences of children with learning disabilities. Teachers, social workers,  

parents, and workshop participants reflect upon how the workshop changed their approach to learning-disabled  

children. Richard Lavoie has worked as a teacher and then headmaster at residential special education facilities  

for more than 30 years. He is also the author of  Itôs So Much Work to Be Your Friend: Helping the Child with  

Learning Disabilities Find Social Success. 
 

*To RSVP or for more information, please contact Sandra Borowsky, MS. Ed., at 845-398-3982 or ojcschool@gmail.com      
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THE ORANGETOWN JEWISH CENTER  

NURSERY SCHOOL 
 

 
 

is now registering for 2009  
 

Fun, Creative, Developmental Secular and Jewish Curriculum 
Literacy, Art, Music, Science, Math, Shabbat, Holidays and moreé 

The personal attention each child deserves!  
Create, Explore, Discover, and Experience  

Build Self -Esteem and Make New Friends  
 

Loving  and Nurturing Staff ð Great Student/Teacher Ratio  
Affordable Tuition/ Flexible Schedules/ Extended Days  
Member Discount/ Free Memberships for New Enrollees  

New Playground/ Summer Kiddie Kamp  
 

TERRIFIC TWOS - 2 AND 3 DAY A WEEK OPTIONS 

THRILLING THREES  - 3 DAYS A WEEK, EXTENDED DAYS AVAILABLE  

FABULOUS FOURS- 5 DAYS A WEEK, EXTENDED DAYS AVAILABLE  

AFTERNOON ENRICHMENT- MONDAY --FRIDAY NOON to 2PM  

Cooking, Messy Play, Science Experiments, Jewish Culture Club 

BABY Nô ME ï WEDNESDAYS- 11 - 12AM- for ages 12 - 24 months 
 

KIDDIE KAMP - July 6th- August 10th  for 2, 3, and 4 year olds- Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays 

Kiddie Pools and Fun Themes- Summer Treats, Bugs and Critters, Silly Animals, 

Oceans of Fun, Silly Hat Day, Stuffed Animal Show, lots more fun! 
 

PLEASE JOI N US AT OUR OPEN HOUSES:  
Welcome Shabbat with our Nursery School Community 

on May 8th or 22nd 
at 11am - Noon for songs, snack, and fun 

Stay and Play on May 13thnd  
10am ð 11 am 

 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME! TELL YOUR FRIENDS!  

JOIN US FOR A FREE CLASS AND TOUR OF O UR SCHOOL! 
 

Please call Sandra Borowsky, MS. Ed, Educational Director, at  
(845) 398 -3982, ext. 110 to RSVP, register, or for more information.  

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT www.theojc.org  
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OJCõS ONGOING LEARNING AT A GLANCE 

May 2009 
 

 

Iyyun Tefillah 
Saturday, May 2 at 8:45 a.m. 

An in-depth exploration of the Shabbat liturgy with Rabbi Drill 
 

Talmud Bõkiut 
Wednesday, May 6, 13 and 20 at 7:30 p.m. 

Join Rabbi Scheff and Rabbi Drill as we make our way through 
the Babylonian Talmudõs tractate of Berakhot (Blessings)  

 

Torah nõ Treats 
Wednesdays, 12:00 p.m. ð 1:30 p.m., May 6 and 20 

Studies in the Book of Prophets with Rabbi Scheff 
 

Text and Context 
Thursdays: 10 a.m. ð 11 a.m., May 7, 14 and 21 

Parashat hashavua (the weekly Torah portion) with Rabbi Scheff 
 

Toward a Purposeful Jewish Life 
Monday, May 11, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Jewish ethics with Rabbi Drill: 
òMiddot and Mussar: Self-Improvement the Jewish Way!ó 

 

Theodicy ð The Study of God and Evil 
Monday, May 18 at 7:30 p.m. 

Join Rabbi Drill for a year of exploring the question of why bad things happen 
 

Friday Night Lecture Series with Dr. Marty Cohen 
Friday, May 8 during 7:00 p.m. Shabbat service 

òThe Fabulous Rothschildsó 

 

And finallyé 

Mark your calendar now for this yearõs Tikkun Leyl Shavuot! 

Our all-night study session takes place May 28, the first night of yom tov.
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As we approach the end of year a new Sisterhood board will be installed in June.  This board will consist of : 
 

Executive Committee 

 

Co-Presidents: Cedine Issman / Cindy  

Levine 

VP Membership: Sally Kagan / Barbara 

Rosen  

VP Programming: Gabi Lewy / Rhonda 

Plawner  

VP Ways & Means:  Andrea Weinberger / 

Stacy Weiss  

Corresponding Secretary: Miriam 

Rosenstock  

Recording Secretary:   Pam Berg  

Financial Secretary:     Carol Baker  

Treasurer:      Rosina Hirsh 

 

Activity Chairs 

 

Adult Education             Lorraine Brown 

Book of Life                   Renee Price       

Branch Liaison               Carmel Rosenthal 

Community Service       Adele Garber  

Creative Judaic Arts      Anne Zbar 

Flower Fund                  Janet Miller  

Good & Welfare            Beth Fishman       

Israel Affairs                  Andrea Gerson    

Koach                             Leslie Levinson  

Jewish Living                 Judi Librot 

Judaic Shop           Frieda Seidner, Barbara 

Rosen, Faye Dinowitz 

Library                           Lydia Katz 

Parliamentarian              Faye Dinowitz  

Ritual Liaison          Audrey Gueldenzopf    

Shiva Meals             Helene Levinson          

Torah Fund              Nancy Scheff  

Trips                        Barbara Brumer  

Youth and School    Ina Filip           

 

Annual Projects - Committees 

 

Birthday Cards:         Carolyn Wodar 

Mishloah Manot Packages:  Ina Filip 

Rosh Hashanah Greetings:  Gail Sanders, 

Lorraine Brown 

Sukkot Dinner:  Fran Friedman 

Zahava:                  Tova Adesnik                

 

A big thank you to our nominating chairs Carolyn Wodar and Silvia Farkas and their committee for a job well done. The Sisterhood 

Atlantic City Trip is back ï Monday, June 22! Get your money in. For more details contact Barbara Brumer at (845) 359-7224. 
 

A big shout out to Leslie Levinson who put together all of the Koach packages for our OJC colleges kids for Purim and Passover. 

Word on the street was that our packages were the envy of the dorms! Thank you Leslie!  
 

Remember to visit our gift shop and check out our new 

arrivals. Competitive pricing, no delivery charges, and 

excellent service! Call Frieda Seidner (845) 359-6366 for 

all of your Judaica gift needs! 
 
 

 

For more details on all of our events, please remember to check your mailings, the weekly newsletter ñThis Week @ the OJC,ò and 

the OJC website: http:www.theojc.org. Please support our programs, gift shop, and fundraisers. We are here for you and the entire 

OJC community.  
 

Make the OJC Sisterhood Your Sisterhood!  

Cindy &  Cedine 
 

 

Sunday May 31, 2009 is the Israeli Day Parade in New York City.  

Come on out and march with OJC down 5
th
 Avenue   

 

Time to be announced / Buses to be provided! 

Donation- $18 per person 

 

 
Name: ______________________________     # of people  _______________________ 

 

Send check to: Cedine Issman / 8 Chapel Court / Orangeburg, NY 10962 

(845) 359-5207 

**** Please RSVP by MAY 17 ******  

Where youôll always find a friendly face! 
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Menôs Club News 

Pesach is over. We hope you drew closer to family and friends during this time. You have also 

received and we hope you have lit your yellow candle to commemorate Yom HaShoah. The Menôs 

Club will continue to provide this reminder to the congregation so that we can keep the memory of 

the six million alive for future generations. Special thanks to the people who delivered the candles. 

We also hope you attended the Menôs Club Shabbat and the Morning with Dave Price.   

 

Please join us at the Hudson Valley Region Man of the Year Dinner on May 14, 2009, when we will 

be honoring Lloyd Fishman. At this event we honor men who continually step up and make our 

synagogue a place where we all want to be. Tickets can still be obtained. 

 

The Yellow Candle and the Dave Price programs represent a departure for the Menôs Clubðwe are charging for these 

events. Fundraising is something we have not done for a while. Why now? Because we need to raise additional funds for a 

new sukkah, for scholarships, and to support the synagogue and some needed programs in our area such as the Holocaust 

Center. Weôre also trying to give you some ñbangò for your buck so weôre trying something else. If you attended the 

Religious Schoolôs Fundraiser on February 7, you know that the skits and songs were a great hit. We have decided to 

make a DVD of the comedy available to anyone who donates $10 or more to the Menôs Club New Sukkah Fund. Watch 

your mailings for details. 

 

After reporting on what we have done, we need to ask ourselves what else we can do to make sure that the OJC remains a 

vibrant place for our children and grandchildren. The answer is not much, unless some of us step up to do more. The few 

men and women supporters have made a great deal happen this year. For the momentum to continue we need men to 

commit to working on one event per year such as yellow candles or sukkah or Menôs Club Shabbat or scholarships (or 

others). Do we want guest speakers, shows, other social events? Without your voice and your involvement none of these 

things will happen. By volunteering to help, you can work towards creating the synagogue that you and your family will 

continue to attend. 

 

Sincerely, 

Bart Bookman, Menôs Club President 

 

Orangetown Jewish Center Menôs Club cordially invites you to attend the 
Hudson Valley Region of the Federation of Jewish Menôs Clubs Dinner 

honoring 
Lloyd Fishman  

2009 Man of the Year  

and our Bruce Cowen Scholarship Winner  

Thursday May 14, 2009, 7:00 PM        Shaarei Tikvah, Scarsdale, New York 

 

Man of the Year Awards Dinner May 14, 2009 

 

Name ____________________________ Phone ___________________ 

E-mail ___________________________ 
 

I/We would like to make reservations for _____ person/people at $54 per person. 
 

Please respond by sending this form and a check by May 5th made out to OJC Menôs Club 

Mail to:  Menôs Club / Orangetown Jewish Center / 8 Independence Avenue / Orangeburg, New York 10962 
 

Questions? Contact Bart Bookman (845)-942-2736, or bartbookman@theojc.org  
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Tanakh Thoughts                          by Marty Cohen 

        
 

 

Like ancient Israel, all the lands of the Middle East had temples, priests and prophets. Yet the Israelite 

religion has persisted until this very day while all the others have faded away to oblivion or at best to 

historical memories. The question is ñwhy?ò What was different about the Israelite religion that 

allowed for its continuance? 

 

The answer lies in the unique role of the prophets in Israel. In other countries the prophets were in the 

employ of the monarchs and were paid to make predictions that could be of use to their rulers. At 

times, if they were bold, they might say something that would disturb the king but at no time would 

they openly challenge his authority. 

 

In Israel, the prophets were not court lackeys. It started with Moses, who dared to challenge the 

Pharaoh on many occasions. That set the tone. The prophets of Israel were not beholden to the 

monarch. They were an institution unto themselves and their major concerns were loyalty to God and 

seeing that justice was carried out, especially for those who were of the underclass. 

 

Samuel not only made Saul the first king of Israel; when he believed that God was displeased with 

Saul, Samuel led to his downfall. He also anointed David as the second king.   

 

When David sinned with Bathsheba, and even worse caused the death of Bathshebaôs husband, Nathan 

(who was a court prophet) denounced David openly and in court. Such was the power and influence of 

Nathan that not only did he survive, but David acknowledged that Nathan was right and repented his 

deeds. In no other country would a court prophet have openly denounced the king and lived. 

 

The great classic prophets such as Amos, Isaiah, and Jeremiah openly defied the kings and the wealthy 

and powerful and fought for justice. Sometimes, for example with Elijah and Jeremiah, they did so at 

the risk of their lives. Nevertheless, the path of righteousness was their way. ñJustice, justice you shall 

pursue,ò they declared. While the prophets of other countries were examining the livers of slain 

animals to predict the future, the prophets of Israel railed against kings and the wealthy who were not 

taking care of the poor, sick, and lame.   
 

Separation of religion and state is always a good thing. A marriage of convenience of the two has never 

worked whether it be in Spain with the Inquisition, in Iran with the mullahs, and, yes, even in Israel 

today with the Orthodox chief rabbinate. When prophets and religious leaders become too cozy with 

the political powers that be, they become clones of the powerful and forget what their role should be. 

They should be, as the ancient prophets of Israel were, gadflies, always ready to sting the leadership 

should it lose its moral compass.   
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 From the Editor: 
 
 

Some people donôt know what Tikkun Leyl Shavuot is. Others believe it is an all-night study session that 

results in much increased Jewish learning. Still others believe it is an orgy of fressing, consisting primarily of 

blintzes, ice cream, assorted toppings, cheesecake, and all the calorie-laden dairy goodies you can imagine. 

Actually, the truth lies somewhere in between. It is an all-night study session and participants do walk (or 

sleepwalk) away knowing much more about Jewish studies than they did before. However, if you were to ask 

those who have ever partaken of this experience what their best-recalled memories are, their answers would go 

something like this. (I am quoting congregants but using aliases to protect their identities and reputations.) 

 

 Sam Goldfeder: ñBest damn cheesecake I ever had!ò 

 Ivy Polinsky: ñThe cheesecake of 2007 was far better than the cheesecake of 2008.ò 

 Robby Silverberg (age 8): ñWhy is this night different from all other nights?ò 

 Toby Silverberg (Robbyôs mom): ñWrong holiday, kid.ò 

 Seymour Blaustein (age 106): ñThe cheesecake of 1912 was the best ever and we had to walk 25 miles 

  uphill both ways in bare feet in a hailstsorm to get it.ò 
 

But wait. Though a past president of OJC once memorably said, ñFeed them and they will come,ò we need to 

recognize the fact that a certain amount of study does take place on the night of Tikkun Leyl Shavuot. It all 

begins vigorously enough as we participate in active and vocal learning, led by our bright-eyed and bushy-tailed 

rabbis and other wide-awake congregational scholars. Initially munching on chips and pretzels, we are all 

energized by the electric current of knowledge that powerfully pervades the room. 

 

Then we get to the sugary stuff. At the Blintz Stage, some of us are losing that intellectual edge we had when 

we first arrived. Our responses are either slowed because of the sugar rush or downright unintelligible because 

we have a faceful of blintz. Still, I guess weôre learning a little. 

 

When we arrive at the Cheesecake Phase, we lose a few more of our inhibitions as we compete for the biggest 

slices of chocolate cheesecake, shoving aside small children and rabbis in order to get there first. One year, I 

witnessed a very tiny person in a very large coat sneaking an entire strawberry cheesecake into the ladiesô room. 

I realized what she was doing only after I noticed that on her way she had her head buried in her coat, and when 

she came up for air, her entire face was plastered with evidence. The rest of us studied something or other. 

 

Next thereôs the Ice Cream Sundae Spectacular. By then, the floor is strewn with snoring congregants, most of 

whom are over the age of 16 because the younger ones have appropriated all the comfy chairs and are doing 

their own snoring there. At this point, we are probably learning something else, but I canôt be 100% sure what 

because my brain has been fogged by chocolate-cherry-crunch ice cream topped with whipped cream (the real 

thing), chocolate syrup, caramel syrup, sprinkles, and maraschino cherries. Sometimes we ask reasonably 

intelligent questions but are dozing before the answers arrive. Sometimes we even have a brainy response of our 

own but are drifting into Lalaland before we can get the whole thing out. Still, thereôs some learning, I think. 

 

And so it goes. óRound about 5 A.M., those of us who are still reasonably cognizant begin to notice the dawn 

arriving and that gives us (1) hope that we will make it to the sunrise service, (2) hope that we will not freeze 

our tushies off outdoors at the sunrise service, (3) bragging rights, (4) a comfy chair that some teenager has 

finally vacated, and (5) the absolute certainty that we will repeat this process next year because it wasð

literallyða piece of cake. 

 

Judy Cohen 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Dear Friends: 
 
" Matching generosity with generosity"  
 
 Friday, April 3, is the 20th yahrzeit of Jeffrey David Walerstein, may his memory be a 
blessing, beloved son of Ronald and Gail Walerstein. In his memory, the Walersteins have 
performed countless acts of kindness and generosity for our OJC community. Over the last 
several years, the Walerstein Scholarship Fund has provided numerous families in our 
community with the assistance necessary to provide a Jewish education to their 
children through our Religious School. 
  
In recognition of the struggle that many families are enduring through these difficult 
economic times, and in perpetuating the memory of their son in our community, Ronald 
and Gail Walerstein are offering to match our generosity with theirs. The Walersteins are 
donating $2000 into the fund, but additionally, they will match every dollar donated to the 
Walerstein Scholarship Fund between April 7 (Jeffrey's birthday) and July 15, up to $20,000 
(for a possible total of $40,000). These funds will ensure the continued financial success of 
our Religious School and will assure the families of our synagogue that the resources are 
available to make their childrenõs education affordable. 
  
May we all be inspired by the Walersteinsõ generosity, and may we all join in honoring the 
memory of Jeffrey David Walerstein in a way that allows his soul to remain a part of the 
bond of our lives. 
 
 

     Sincerely, 
 

Rabbi Craig Scheff Rabbi Paula Mack Drill                 Glenn Hirsh 
 

Rabbi Craig Scheff  Rabbi Paula Mack Drill    Glenn Hirsh, President 
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Voyage of the St. Louis: 70th Anniversary, as recalled by Harry Fuld 
 

Many of our long-term members are familiar with the saga of the St. Louis as a result of the several presentations I made 

while residing in Orangeburg. Since Janice and I moved to Central New Jersey in 2000, OJC has fortunately had an influx 

of many newer members who may not be familiar with this event of the pre-Holocaust period. On the occasion of the 70th 

anniversary of this voyage I thought this would be an opportune time to relate my experience as a passenger to our more 

recent congregants. 
 

The voyager actually was a result of Kristallnacht, when tens of thousands of Jewish males were sent to concentration 

camps. Most were eventually released after signing an agreement that they and their families would leave Germany within 

six months. Despite the violence of Kristallnacht and increased anti-Semitism in Germany and Austria, the restrictive 

immigration policies of the Western world did not change. 
 

Cuba was one of the few countries that granted temporary asylum to German refugees who had applied for immigration 

visas to the United States and were given quota numbers, allowing entry to the U.S. as long as several years later. After 

my fatherôs death at Dachau concentration camp a few days after Kristallnacht, my mother was able to obtain U.S. visas 

for herself, my older brother and me. Our quota numbers, however, would not allow us to enter the U.S. until June of 

1942, almost four years later. Fortunately, she was able to obtain landing permits for Cuba and booked passage on the St. 

Louis, leaving Germany on May 13, 1939. 
 

Unlike the Exodus or other refugee ships, the St. Louis was a luxury liner previously used for Caribbean voyages from 

Europe. I recall the Western sailing being very joyous with ample food and the usual cruise ship amenities. I was a ten 

year old at the time and enjoyed playing with many of the more than 200 children aboard. The captain of the St. Louis, 

Gustav Schroeder, was a strong leader and an outspoken anti-Nazi. Before the ship left Hamburg he strongly advised his 

crew that anti-Semitism would not be tolerated and that passengers were to be treated with the same respect as previous 

cruise ship passengers. The few anti-Semitic incidents were swiftly dealt with by the captain and the voyage toward Cuba 

continued without any major incident. 
 

The St. Louis arrived in the bay of Havana on May 27, 1939. The ship had to anchor in the bay as it was not given space 

at the dock. Only a few passengers were allowed to enter Cuba. Due to increased anti-Semitism in Cuba and internal 

political strife, the Cuban government revoked the landing permits issued to the refugees. In spite of many negotiations 

and financial offers by the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, President Bru still refused the passengers entry 

into Cuba. On June 2nd, he ordered the ship to leave Cuban waters. 
 

The St. Louis then sailed toward the United States and spent several days close to the U.S. and within sight of the Florida 

beaches. During this period, urgent appeals were made to the U.S. government, including cables to President Roosevelt 

asking for permission for the passengers to immigrate into the U.S. on humanitarian grounds, even if it meant temporary 

internment until their quota numbers became due. Although there was the threat that the refugees might be returned to 

Germany and face dire consequences, there was still no response from U.S. authorities. On June 6th, the St. Louis turned 

back toward Europe.  
 

During the days of the return voyage Morris Troper, director of the European branch of the Joint Distribution Committee, 

reached an agreement with England, France, Holland, and Belgium to each accept a portion of the passengers. The St. 

Louis docked at Antwerp, Belgium, on June 14th and the passengers were sent to their respective destinations. My family 

was fortunate to be selected for England, where we remained until June 1942 when we were finally able to immigrate into 

the United States. Less than three months after the conclusion of the voyage, World War II began and the European 

continent was eventually occupied by Germany. Approximately 375 of the passengers residing in France, Holland, and 

Belgium perished during the Holocaust. 
 

This voyage turned the St. Louis into a symbol of what can happen when economic self-interest, prejudice, and 

bureaucratic rigidity divert people and nations from doing what is right. One of the most important lessons of this event is 

that inactivity in the face of evil can amount to complicity with that evil. 
 

Due to space limitations the full story of the voyage, including political ramifications and intrigue, cannot be related in 

this article. For a complete history, including many photographs and copies of documents, I recommend the book Voyage 

of the Damned by Gordon Thomas and Max Morgan-Witts, 1994 edition. 
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Religious School Holocaust Project 
 

As part of the Religious Schoolôs Studies, sixth-grade students were asked to write a poem about the Holocaust. 

Here are two fine examples of the studentsô work. 

 

ñThe A  
 

This poem, ñThe Anonymous,ò is about a Nazi who is saying that he wishes he could have helped the Jews in 

the Holocaust. He had never thought about what he could have done while the war went on. When it was all 

over, though, the Nazi finally figured that out. Sadly, it was too late for those thoughts. Itôs unfortunate to me 

that maybe a few Nazis felt that way in real life after they couldnôt do anything about the war. It was the past. 

Then, the people they were killing were all anonymous to them. Imagine all of those Jews that they murdered as 

loved ones. They would mean something to the Nazis. Why didnôt innocent people mean anything to them? 

 

 I truly believe that this poem has a meaning. If many Nazis thought this way during the war, they could 

have done something about it. And who knows? Maybe the Holocaust would have ended differently. 

 

 The other day, they were anonymous. 

Today, I see them differently. 

 

They were here, 

Now theyôre not. 

It seems as though 

It is my fault. 

 

But it is, indeed, 

You must know. 

For I could have been 

Their greatest hero. 
 

It took a while, 

But I now repent. 

So tell me how 

I can save them again. 

 

Of course I canôt save them, 

For they are all together finished. 

And yet I had the ability, 

The day this battle established. 

 

So now the once anonymous, 

Are only keepsakes of my heart. 

Maybe if I had just assisted them, 

No one would have set them apart.



 17 

ñJust Because I Am a Jew,ò by Austin Portney 
       

The Germans rolled into town, 

I didnôt know what to do, 

I found out they didnôt like me, 

Just because I am a Jew. 

 

I didnôt know what they wanted, 

It just didnôt seem right, 

Nobody around me 

Even put up a fight. 

 

The killing was horrendous, 

I lost my family and every friend, 

All I could do was wonder 

When all the tragedy would end. 
 

I was hated for my religion, 

I just didnôt know why. 

Every time I look back at it 

All I can do is cry. 

 

We all need to learn tolerance 

To end all the hate. 

Tolerance is the key 

To secure the worlds fate. 
 

 

 
Ethan and Zachary Grau  
 

On May 23, Ethan and Zachary will be called to the Torah. They are seventh graders at Felix Festa Middle School. They 

both enjoy listening to a wide range of music and hanging with their family and friends. For their Mitzvah Project, they 

will be collecting and returning bottles and cans to help protect our environment and raise money for ñTo Write Love On 

Her Arms,òwww.twloha.com), an organization committed to helping people cope with depression and anxiety--an all-in-

one mitzvah! 
 

We are so happy to share our simcha with our family, friends and OJC community. 
Sharon and Aaron Grau 

 

Yael Deborah Cohen 
 

Yael Cohen is a 6
th
 grader at the Solomon Schechter Day School of Bergen County. She enjoys reading fantasy novels, 

writing stories, acting (she was recently Golda in her school ñFiddler on the Roofò play), and hanging out with her family 

and friends. The best compliment she can receive is to be called as weird as the rest of her family. 
 

A third-generation member of OJC, she is excited to have her Bat Mitzvah ceremony here, where she had her simchat bat. 

She attends services regularly and participates in Helping Hands. For her Mitzvah Project, Yael hopes to run a middle 

school talent show at her school next year to raise money for the Miriam zòl Avraham Fund, in memory of her classmate. 

Cindy and Jonathan Cohen 
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Perceptions of Jews by Gentiles 
 

 

ñSome people like the Jews, and some do not. But no thoughtful man can deny the fact that they are, 

beyond any question, the most formidable and the most remarkable race which has appeared in the 

world.ò  

--Winston Churchill 

 

 

ñThe Jew is that sacred being who has brought down from heaven the everlasting fire, and has 

illumined with it the entire world. He is the religious source, spring, and fountain out of which all the 

rest of the peoples have drawn their beliefs and their religions.ò 

--Leo Tolstoy 

 

 

ñIt was in vain that we locked them up for several hundred years behind the walls of the Ghetto. No 

sooner were their prison gates unbarred than they easily caught up with us, even on those paths which 

we opened up without their aid.ò 

 A. Leroy Beaulieu, French publicist, 1842 

 

 

ñThe Jew gave us the Outside and the Insideðour outlook and our inner life. We can hardly get up in 

the morning or cross the street without being Jewish. We dream Jewish dreams and hope Jewish hopes. 

Most of our best words, in factðnew, adventure, surprise, unique, individual, person, vocation, time, 

history, future, freedom, progress, spirit, faith, hope, justiceðare the gifts of the Jews.ò 

--Thomas Cahill, Irish author 

 

 

ñOne of the gifts of the Jewish culture to Christianity is that it has taught Christians to think like Jews, 

and any modern man who has not learned to think as though he were a Jew can hardly be said to have 

learned to think at all.ò 

                                        --William Rees-Mogg, former Editor-in-Chief for the Times  

         of London and Member of the House of Lords 

 

 

ñAs long as the world lasts, all who want to make progress in righteousness will come to Israel for 

inspiration as to the people who had the sense for righteousness most glowing and strongest.ò 

--Matthew Arnold, British poet and critic 

 

 

ñThe Jewish vision became the prototype for many similar grand designs for humanity, both divine and 

man made. The Jews, therefore, stand at the center of the perennial attempt to give human life the 

dignity of a purpose.ò 

--Paul Johnson, American historian 
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Perceptions of Jews by Jews 
 

 

ñIf you live in New York, even if youôre Catholic, youôre Jewish. 

--Lenny Bruce 

 

 

ñJews do not constitute a church but a people. One of the reasons the modern Jew finds it difficult to 

define his identity is that the English language offers no term to suggest the complex of ethnic, 

national, cultural and religious elements that constitute the collective life of the Jews.ò 

--Dr. Morris Adler  

 

 

ñNo Jew, however learned and pious, may consider himself one whit better than a fellow Jew, however 

ignorant or irreligious.ò 

--Simcha Bunim 

 

 

ñCenturies before the modern idea of adult education was evolved Jews regarded it as a religious duty 

to band themselves together for study every morning before the labors of the day began, and every 

evening when the ghetto gates closed them off from association with the outside world.ò 

--Cecil Roth 

 

 

ñYou canôt drive away the darkness with sticks or weapons. The only way is to light a candle and the 

darkness will disappear by itself. Our candle is the Torah.ò 

--The Chofetz Chaim  

 

 

ñIt isnôt easy to be born into a tradition that must stay the same and simultaneously be constantly 

changing. But thatôs what it means to be Jewish.ò 

--Kim Chernin 

 

 

ñThe essence of Jewish spiritual practice is a living out of our highest ethical ideals. The point is not to 

win a game or even win a case; the point is to be a more compassionate and loving human being; the 

point is to be more present to the divine light in every moment of creation; the point is to be kinder and 

more honest to oneself and others. The point is to play in a symphony that we call community and lend 

oneôs specialness to the common work of justiceðcaring for the weak and the powerless, healing the 

sick and raising the fallen.ò 

--Rabbi Sheila Peltz Weinberg 
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Here Comes the Sun 
 

Ed. note: On Wednesday morning, April 8th, we gathered to perform the ritual of the blessing of the sun, Birkat 

Hachamah, a mitzvah opportunity that takes place only once every 28 years. And yes, we did see the sun, though 

it was later obscured by morning clouds. In case you werenôt able to attend the service, here are some of the 

readings Rabbi Scheff included as part of this unusual and moving event. Some of us, incidentally, attended this 

very same ceremony 28 years ago, right here at OJC under the guidance of Cantor Asher Balaban, zòl. 

 

Once every 28 years, the sun rises on the same day of the week and in the very same spot it appeared when it 

was first created. Our rabbis commanded us to bless this moment in time, acknowledging God, the Creator of 

all life. The luminaries of the universe, according to the Talmud, return to the same time, space and place they 

occupied on the fourth day of creation. This event only occurs once in a generation and perhaps three or four 

times in our lifetime. 

 

Where were we 28 years ago on this day in 1981? And where will be on this day in 2037? Who of those we love 

has passed on, and who has come into our lives since that time? Who will leave us before the next event and 

what mark will we leave within the next cycle of years? Time moves on, as certainly as the sun rises, and we 

must use every moment wisely.  

 

Birkat Hachamah tells us to look forward and to look backward. It is a time to think about change. Change as 

the world has modernized. Change as a strength has increased, change as our age has slowed us down. Change 

in our personal lives, in the life of our people, in the life of the world. Change that is possible in the years ahead 

if we can harness the energy that God has given us to effect such change. 

 

Birkat Hachamah reminds us of the worldôs constancy. While the moon waxes and wanes, the sun always 

remains the same. The sun reminds us of the worldôs roots, its foundations, its basics. While the world pushes 

us toward innovation and novelty, the sun reminds us to stop and absorb the beauty of the scenery that too often 

we let pass by. We find comfort in knowing that ñthere is nothing new under the sun.ò 

 

As we recite Birkat Hachamah, may we think of God and Godôs beautiful world. May we think of our charge to 

master it and to guard it. May we be humbled by the memory of those who were here 28 years ago but are no 

longer with us, and may we be humbled by the gift of new lives that we have celebrated in those years. May we 

dream of where we see ourselves 28 years from now, and may we commit ourselves to the constant work of re-

creating our world. 
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 T H A N K    Y O U !  
 

To the Purimspiel Participants 
 

Thanks to our intergenerational cast of 21 very talented, dedicated and energetic people who worked so hard for 

13 weeks to bring to OJC ñThe Lion of Shushan.ò Without the ideas and suggestions of the cast members, we 

could never have gotten it done. Here is the production company and the cast of our show, an OJC Purimspiel 

by Arlene Nathan and Michael Scolnick, with additional songs by Judy Cohen and Jeffrey Weiss. 
 

The Production Company 
 

Producer: Arlene Nathan                                     Props: Jack Teadore and Arlene Nathan  

Director: Arlene Nathan        Makeup: Holly Seeger, Brenda Josephs, and Adi Green 

Musical Consultant: Melodie Teich       Creative Consultants: April Kupferman and Kim Lori Sokol 
 

The Cast 
 

Rabbi Paula Mack Drill   Julia Gallo   Olivia Gallo 

Alice Geisinger    Adi Green   Talia Green 

Hara Hartman     Glenn Hirsh   Rosina Hirsh 

Cara Kupferman    Julia Kupferman  Cara Levine 

Cindy Levine     Emily Levine   Jordyn Levine 

Marc Levine     Greta Pucci   Sophia Pucci 

Emily Rosenberg    Rabbi Craig Scheff  Michael Scolnick 

Dana Sokol     Kim Lori Sokol  Lauren Sokol 

Elizabeth Steckler    Emma Weiss   Jeffrey Weiss 

 
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   
 

To Miriam Suchoff 
 

A tremendous thank you to Miriam Suchoff for arranging the Shlock Rock concert for the benefit of the town of 
Sderot in Israel and making it the huge success it was. The Wednesday Night Group was willing to donate to 

Sderot, but when Rabbi Scheff suggested we coordinate with Miriam and work together on the concert, we 

quickly agreed. The Wednesday Night Group ended up contributing $2500 and the concert raised over $4000. 

The money raised came from tickets sold (and some people bought tickets even though they were unable to 

attend the concert) and other donations. T-shirts with the flag of Israel and the words ñBôyachadòðtogether,ò 

which were sold at the concert, also helped raise funds. Thanks also to the many others who participated in this 

terrific event. Miriamðyou do everything with a full heart and this was no exception. 

Henry Rosen  

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

To my OJC Community 
 

As you may know, I was honored on March 1
st
 by the Womenôs Division of Israel Bonds. This was because I 

have been a part of many mitzvah projects to help the state of Israel. I am very privileged to have been honored 

at such a young age. I was not honored alone but together with other women from around the county who have 

also done many projects to help this very important state. This was a very proud and happy day for me and my 

family. I would like to say thank you to all those people who made a donation or purchased a bond in my honor. 

Thank you so much to my entire community who shared this very special day with me. 

Sincerely, 

Hannah Roth 
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Jewish Humor, by Seymour Perlin 
 

What makes a joke Jewish? Recently my speech therapist asked me to bring in and tell her a Jewish joke. After 

she heard the joke, she told me she didnôt get it. I couldnôt figure out whether this was my fault or hers, or 

maybe it was just the joke. Here is the joke I told her. 

 

The newly wealthy Bernsteins went on a vacation to England. While they were in London, they decided to hire 

a butler and bring him back home with them to their mansion in Westchester. One Sunday morning they invited 

Mr. and Mrs. Cohen over for breakfast. As Mr. Bernstein left the house to go get some fresh bagels, he asked 

the butler to set the table for four. When Mr. Bernstein returned home he noticed that the table was set for six, 

so he asked the butler, ñWhy is the table set for six?ò The butler replied, ñWhile you were out the Cohens called 

and said they were bringing the Knishes.ò 

 

I thought it was a good joke, but obviously my speech therapist (who is Jewish) didnôt get it, so she asked me to 

tell the joke to ten people before my next appointment and then tell her the same joke when I came back. So I 

went and told the joke to ten different people. Some got it right away; others took longer. I never did figure out 

why, but when I went back to my speech therapist I told it again, and this time she got it. I would have tried 

telling it to an English butler, but I donôt know any. 

 

In a related story, several years ago we received a Chanukah card. It read ñGreetings from the Wisemans ï 

Seymour, Irving and Harry.ò We thought it was funny. That year we had a guest from Brazil, a graduate student 

who was studying at Cornell Medical School. One night we took her to look at Christmas lights in New City.  

We visited a cul de sac in which all the houses were decorated except one, which was dark. My wife 

commented, ñThis must be where the Wisemans live.ò My son laughed, but our guest, who is Catholic, didnôt 

understand why my wife and son thought this was funny. My son tried to explain, but she just didnôt get it. 

 

Here are three kinds of Jewish jokes. The first has a Jewish theme and makes you think about what happens 

after the punch line. In the second and third, the punch line says it all. The last has a universal theme. 

  

In the year 1900 a man walked into a stable and asked about hiring a horse and buggy for three days. The 

manager told him that he had a horse to rent, but nobody wanted it. When the man asked why, the manager 

replied that some Jewish woman had originally owned the horse, and she had trained it to start moving only 

when she said ñThank God,ò and to stop only when she said ñOy Vey.ò 

 

ñIôm Jewish,ò the man said, ñIôll take the horse.ò The man got in the buggy and started on his way, using an old 

road map to guide him. As he went over a hill he saw that there was no longer a bridge over the chasm up 

ahead. In a panic he yelled at the horse to stop. ñHalt!ò he shouted, but the horse kept going. ñOh no,ò he said to 

himself, ñWhat will happen to my wife and children if I die here? Oy Vey!ò Immediately the horse stopped, 

right at the very edge of the canyon. The man sat back in the buggy, wiping the perspiration from his forehead.  

ñWow, that was close. Luckily the horse stopped in time,ò he said in relief. ñThank God!ò 

 

Hereôs another one. Two old men are sitting on a bench in their fancy retirement community in Florida. Sol asks 

Ben, ñWhat did you do before you retired?ò Ben answers, ñI started with a menôs clothing shop and built the 

business into the finest department store in town. One day there was a fire and it destroyed everything. Since I 

was too old to begin again, I took the insurance money and retired ï and here I am.ò 

 

Then Ben asks Sol, ñSo, what did you do before you were here?ò Sol replies, ñI had a hardware store 

downtown. It was the finest hardware store in the city. One Friday evening after closing time it started raining.  

The rain continued for the entire weekend, and the store flooded. On Monday morning I came in to discover 

that my entire inventory had been ruined. Like you, I was too old to start again, so I took the insurance money 

and retired down here to Florida.ò 
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Ben, looking impressed, asks Sol ñSo tell me, how do you start a flood?ò 

  

Hereôs a third example: Moses and God are flying over Israel at dawn. God says, ñWhatôs that green patch I see 

down there?ò Moses says, ñThatôs a golf course ï people play a game called golf there.ò Intrigued, God asks 

how they play the game, and Moses explains, ñYou have to get a little ball into a little hole in fewer strokes than 

your opponent. Letôs go down and try a few holes, so youôll learn how to play.ò God agrees, and tells Moses 

ñYou go first.ò 

 

Moses hits the ball close to the hole. Then God hits the ball and it lands short. But just as the ball stops rolling, a 

rabbit picks it up in his mouth, and starts sprinting toward the hole. He gets about halfway there when an eagle 

swoops down, picks up the rabbit and flies high up into the air. All of a sudden, out of nowhere, a bolt of 

lightning strikes the eagle. Startled, the eagle drops the rabbit. The rabbit plunges to the ground like a rock and 

lands right on the green. The ball falls out of the rabbitôs mouth, bounces twice and plops into the hole. 

 

Moses turns to God and asks, ñSo nu, do you want to play golf, or do you just want to fool around?ò 

 

Then thereôs the one about the 90-year-old caddy. One afternoon a young man went to a golf course to play a 

round of golf. The manager told him that there was only one caddy left, a 90-year-old man. The young golfer 

asked whether the caddy would be able to see the ball. ñAsk him yourself,ò the manager said. When asked, the 

old man said that he had been working there for seventy years and still had an eye like an eagle and could see 

the ball just fine. 

 

The young golfer teed off for his first hole. He asked the caddy to watch the ball, since the caddy had told him 

he had an eye like an eagle. The ball veered off to the left of the green. The golfer asked the caddy, ñDid you 

see it?ò and the caddy replied, ñYes, I saw exactly where it went.ò The golfer asked, ñAre you sure you saw 

where the ball went?ò The caddy reassured him that he had seen the ball, and reminded the young man, ñI have 

an eye like an eagle!ò When they approached where the ball had landed the golfer asked, ñOK, so where is the 

ball?ò The 90-year-old caddy replied, ñI forgot.ò 
 

The topic of the previous joke is universal: age and remembering.  All people can relate to this subject. At every 

adult age people know someone who is forgetfulða parent, grandparent or even themselves. 
 

The best jokes can only be told when your listeners know as much about the topic as you do, and of course 

when you are with congenial friends. 

 

 

RHODA BLOOM KOSHER FOOD PANTRY  
 

ITEMS NEEDED: Cans of white or sweet potatoes; tea bags (48 count); cans of coffee. 

 

 

All it ems need    U   or K symbol. 
 

Donations of $1 or more will be 

cheerfully accepted. Please send your  

donations to the OJC office with your dues. 

 

Do a mitzvah and volunteer to help with  

this ongoing project.  

Call Cedine Issman (845-359-5207) or  

Susan Klein (845-354-3653) to sign up. 

 
 

 



 25 

Marty Cohen Starts Lecture Tour, by Marty Soloway 

 

Many years ago it was customary for shows seeking to open on Broadway to go to New Haven for pre-opening tryouts, 

previews, etc. Our renowned lecturer-in-residence, Marty Cohen, after closing in on 100 lectures at OJC, has decided to 

take the show on the road. Rather than New Haven, Marty, with some prodding from this writer, decided that the first stop 

on the tour would be Wanaque, New Jersey. 

 

WANAQUE, NEW JERSEY????? Where the heck is that, you might ask? And why that forsaken town in northern New 

Jersey? To answer those questions I must do some backtracking. 

 

In September of 2007, after almost 22 years of living in Congers, Grace and I decided that it was time to move. Seeing an 

ad in the Journal News for an active ñover 55ò community in Wanaque, New Jersey, we decided that we should go take a 

ride and look at it. This decision was made despite the fact that the ad indicated that among the various activities available 

was bocci. ñOy vey,ò Grace remarked, ñwe would probably be the only Jews there.ò That did not stop her from insisting 

that we nevertheless go look at the development. So off we went, followed the driving directions given in the ad, and we 

found Wanaque without any problems, exit 55 off IS 287, only 30 minutes from Rockland county. 

 

After we looked at the model unit, and being quite pleased with what we saw, it was suggested that we go out to the 

clubhouse and pool area to see if that aspect of the development met with our approval. As we walked out onto the deck 

area near the pool and started to survey that area, a man sitting at a table with his wife (as we found out later) and a friend, 

called out, ñYou look lost!ò When I said that we were just looking around, his response was, ñZets sach avec (sit down), 

and Iôll tell you all about this place.ò Hearing those words, we knew that we were home. 

 

So, sparing you readers all the intervening details, including Grace breaking her arm as we were preparing to move on 

April 8
th
, 2008, we officially gave up our New York State citizenship and became residents of New Jersey (itôs still hard 

for me to say it). 

 

Living here in Wanaque Reserve, or the ñReservation,ò as I call it, has been a delightful experience. First, it seems that at 

least half the residents come from Rockland County. Included in that group are the following members of OJC: Sandy and 

Glen Weinberg, Marshall and Esther Levy, Roz Zohn, Morris and Estelle Kranzberg (who moved in after us), and quite a 

few former members of OJC. There is also a contingent of residents who are members of Monsey Jewish Center. 

 

There are a great many activities available to residents, including various types of clubs. Recently,  ñThe Milk and Honey 

 Clubò was formed. Its purpose is to explore Jewish traditions and customs. Membership in the club is not restricted and is 

open to all who may be interested in joining. 

 

So, with this large group of Jewish residents thirsting for knowledge while living here in the hinterlands of New Jersey, 

I decided to ask Marty Cohen if he would be interested in giving one of his OJC patented lectures at one of the Milk and 

Honey meetings. Being the accommodating kind of guy that he is, Marty graciously agreed. 

 

On Sunday evening, January 25, 2009, the Marty Cohen lecture tour came to Wanaque Reserve. Sandy Weinberg, our 

next-door neighbor and friend of Marty and Judy Cohen for many years, invited Marty and Judy for cocktails, dinner, etc., 

before the meeting began. Grace and I decided that we would co-host the evening with Sandy, and together we invited all 

the residents here who are members of OJC, as well as some friends of Marty and Judyôs, who, though not members of 

OJC, are residents of Wanaque Reserve. 

 

After a lovely cocktail hour and buffet dinner, we all adjourned to the clubhouse for the meeting. Marty spoke on two 

subjects: ñWhy Shakespeare Wrote The Merchant of Venice,ò and then ñMoe Berg: Baseball Player and Spy.ò 

 

As we at OJC know, Marty's talks are always interesting and well presented. It was no different here at Wanaque 

Reserve. The audience received Marty's talk with great enthusiasm, and he was immediately promised a return 

engagement. I hope that this successful start to Marty's tour does not take him on the road too much, lest he forget about 

his loyal fans at the OJC home base. If this should happen, I will take full responsibility, but will be happy for Marty and 

the success of his lecture tour. 
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IN MEMORY OF:                REMEMBERED BY:  

Robert Baker.......................................Sherman Baker 

Leon Balsam............................................Myra Rosen 

Marilyn Banner.............Roberta & Philip Rothenstein 

Sonia Barnett..........................................Gary Barnett 

Martha Bass.............................................Steven Bass 

Meyer Birnbaum..............................Harold Birnbaum 

Marvin Blume....................Eleanor Salmon & Family 

Ester Braunheim.......................Sabina & Ari Chaplin 

Stanley Brill...........................................Mitchell Brill  

Irving Brown.........................................Lesley Brown 

Stanley Clements.................................Alan Clements 

Harry Cohen...........................................Adele Garber 

Archie Dinowitz...................................Faye Dinowitz 

Hyman Epstein..................................Charlene Kaplan 

Jacob Epstein.....................................Leonard Epstein 

Alfred Erecki.....................................Linda Schulman 

William Feltenstein............................Maxine Skopov 

William Fener..................................Ed & Thea Fener 

Lillian Fox...........................Steve & Ronna Goldberg 

Anna Frank............................................Harvey Frank 

Emil Frank.............................................Martin Frank 

Benjamin Friedman...............................Sandra Mayer 

Ephraim Friedman.............Gail & Ronald Walerstein 

Marc Friedman...................................Barry Friedman 

Max Fuld.....................................Janice & Harry Fuld 

Golda Gazek.......................................Bertha Adelson 

Sharon Gelb................................................Jared Gelb 

Rachel Getzler......................................Martin Getzler 

Neftali Goldstein...................................Anita Gottlieb 

Renia Goldstein....................................Anita Gottlieb 

Carl Gottlieb.....................................Howard Gottlieb 

Sarah Gottlieb...................................Howard Gottlieb 

Adele Grossman....................................Burton Heller 

Oscar Hess......................................Karl & Ruth Hess 

Regina Joseph.................................Marilyn Schwartz 

Rubin Josephs........................................Judy Josephs 

Dora Kaplan.....................................Charlene Kaplan 

Israel Katz.........................................Milton Saltzman 

Marilyn Keller............................................Alice Alig 

Prof. Harold L. Korn.......................Helen & Ed Atlas 

Joseph Kronberg.............................Stanley Kronberg 

Louis Krup..........................................Rita Weissberg 

Lieber Jehuda Korngold.....................Miriam Getzler 

Rosa Goldie Lewy....................................Maty Lewy 

Walter Lewy.............................................Maty Lewy 

Abraham Likosky............................Sandra Weinberg 

Philip Lipsheez...............................Nancy Seigerman 

Sylvia Lipsheez...............................Nancy Seigerman 

Samuel Marenoff................Judith & Gerald Marenoff 

Mae Margolin....................................Roberta Paullay 

Hyman Meyerson................Barbara & Marvin Rosen 

Martha Nefsky...........................................Bess Koby 

Harry Palansky...................Douglas & Barbara Cypes 

Charlie Pascaner...............................Sandy & Mike Ross 

Esther Ring..........................................Marilyn Clements 

Eva Rosenthal......................................Carmel Rosenthal 

Ethel Sales...........................................Ruth S. Glickman 

Hyman Sales........................................Ruth S. Glickman 

Robert Schacher.................................Millicent Schacher 

Lena Scharf............................................Rosalie Eckstein 

Eleanor Scolnick......................................Sherman Baker 

Doris Sherman...........................................Alan Sherman 

Rose Shimkowitz............................Seymour Shimkowitz 

Eugene Siegel..............................................Eilene Siegel 

Samuel Soled.....................................Gail & Jeff Sanders 

Tillie Sweet...............................................Faye Dinowitz 

Barry Tankel...............................................Lynn Kamchi 

Minnie Tankel............................................Lynn Kamchi 

Luba Tarendash..........................................Al Tarendash 

Benjamin Ungar.........................................Lynn Kamchi 

Harold Walerstein...................Ronald & Gail Walerstein 

Jeffrey David Walerstein.........Ronald & Gail Walerstein 

Herman Weinstein.....................................Estelle Sollish 

Sidney White.................................Helen & Gary Barnett 

Gerard Wolff..............................................Linda Koppel 

Marcia Zakarin....................Barbara & Erwin Klugerman 

 

IN MEMORY OF  

 

Carl Moscowitz, beloved husband of Dolores Moscowitz 

& father of Andrea Kotch 

Barbara & Hank Rosen (R) 

Marilyn & Alan Clements (NBF) 

Cheryl, Paul, Dana & Matt Rudnitsky (R) 

Sandra & Jack Borowsky (NS) 

Maxine & Marc Skopov (RDF) 

Natalie & Alvin Mitchel & Family (EH) 

Renee & Ira Drazner (R) 

Reena & Steven Kastens (S) 

Marilyn Henick Shimkowitz & Gladys Phillips (RDF) 

Alice & Bob Ortman (R) 

Fran & Barry Friedman (NBF) 

Judy & Marty Cohen (R) 

Phyllis Greenwald (GSF) 

Bea & Harold Birnbaum (RDF) 

Anita & Howard Gottlieb (MMF) 

Frieda & Herman Seidner (R) 

Sylvia & Norman Schaumberger (RDF) 

Catherine Kayola, Laura Levin and  

Janet Palazzo-Craig (EH) (HHPB) 

 

Lillian Feinstein, beloved grandmother of  

Stephanie Shapiro 

Amy & David Nelson & Family (RDF) 

 

Theodore Eckstein, beloved brother of Harold Eckstein 

Marcia & Bennett Silver (RDF) 



 27 

The beloved mother and grandmother of  

the Strauss Family 

Barbara & Hank Rosen (R) 

 

Abraham Perlmutter 

Janet & Jack Miller (MMF) 

Sharon Jacobsen (RDF) 

Pamela Frazier (RDF) 

 

Bebe Lefkowitz 

Celine McKenna & Family (ARDF) 

Bea & Arnold Berkman (ARDF) 

 

The beloved father of Nina Bleicher Fey 

Nina Bleicher Fey (ARDF) 

 

Shirley Stein 

Helen & Ed Atlas (S) 

 

Shelly Cohen, beloved husband of Gloria Cohen 

Francine Gersten (MMF) 

 

Izzy List, beloved brother of Nettie Price 

Lisa & Lonnie Jacobs & Family (NS) 

 

Donald Alpert 

Judi & Irwin Librot (RDF) 

 

The beloved mother of Deborah Bovilsky 

Suzanne & Jack Hirsch (RDF 

 

Jane Reimer 

Andrea & Alan Sherman (RDF) 

 

Joseph Cirkus, beloved grandfather of Lani Mustacchi 

Rita Weissberg (MMF 

 

IN HONOR OF 

 

Evelyn & Donald Winikoff upon the birth of  

their grandson, Noah Daniel 

Suzanne & Jack Hirsch (RDF) 

Barry & Beverly Yarkon (RDF) 

Adele Garber (RDF) 

Frieda & Herman Seidner (R) 

Helen & Ed Atlas (S) 

Sandy & Jack Borowsky (NS) 

 

Sarah Winikoff upon the birth of her son, Noah Daniel 

Beth, Lloyd & Shara Fishman (NS) 

 

Sandy & David Haspel upon the birth of their grandson, 

Blake Jonah 

Barry & Beverly Yarkon (RDF) 

 

The birth of our brother, Maximus Everett Kuperman 

Alora & Hudson Kuperman (RDF) 

 

Dr. & Mrs. Ralph Levine upon the birth of  

their granddaughter, Nava 

Marilyn & Seymour Shimkowitz (R) 

 

Libby Cogan upon her grandson, Jack, becoming a 

Bar Mitzvah 

Marilyn & Seymour Shimkowitz (RDF) 

 

Phyllis Greenwald upon her grandson becoming a  

Bar Mitzvah 

Cedine Issman (GSF) 

 

Sandi & Mark Jacobs upon their daughter, Sarah, 

becoming a Bat Mitzvah 

Fran & Barry Friedman (NBF) 

 

Nancy & Michael Parkes upon their daughter, Sarah, 

becoming a Bat Mitzvah 

Janet & Jack Miller (NS) 

Marilyn & Stuart Hazan (NBF) 

Audree & Arthur Yorkes (R) 

Bernie Schiffmiller & Barbara Levinson (RH) 

Fran & Barry Friedman (NBF) 

Mimi & Mel Rosenstock (RDF) 

Ruth & Karl Hess (RDF) (ARDF) 

Adele Garber (RDF) 

Lydia & Lou Katz (RDF) 

Eileen & Barry Rogers (GSF) 

Lita Mustacchi (MMF) 

 

Weifei & Michael Freedman upon their daughter, 

Shelby, becoming a Bat Mitzvah 

Gail & Jeff Sanders (RDF) 

Scott, Yiqiu & Samuel Sanders (RDF) 

Beth, Lloyd & Shara Fishman (NS) 

 

Rhonda & Alan Hack upon their son, Benjamin,  

becoming a Bar Mitzvah 

Rhonda & Michael Plawner (NBF) 

Fran & Barry Friedman (NBF) 

Leslie & Allen Levinson (RDF) 

Beth, Lloyd & Shara Fishman (NS) 

Janet & Jack Miller (S) 

Sydney Ostrofsky (R) 

Nina & Peter Tarley (HHPB) 

 

Esther & Ken Berkowitz upon the engagement of  

their daughter 

Linda & Steven Berkowitz (RDF) 

 

Miriam & Larry Suchoff upon the engagement of their 

son, Joshua, to Shoshana 

Janet & Jack Miller (NS) 

Leslie & Allen Levinson (R) 
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Linda & Steven Berkowitz (RDF) 

Carol & Andy Blau (RDF) 

Sandy & Jack Borowsky (NS) 

 

Bernie Schiffmiller upon the marriage of  

his daughter, Joan 

Sheila & Norman Wasserman (R) 

Maxine & Marc Skopov (R) 

Sandy, Mike & Staci Ross (PIMF) 

Nina & Peter Tarley (R) 

 

Rhonda & Michael Plawner upon the marriage of  

their daughter 

Nina & Peter Tarley (R) 

 

Madeline & Herb Roimisher upon their 40
th
 anniversary 

Nina & Peter Tarley (R) 

 

Steve Bass upon his birthday 

Steve & Ronna Goldberg (R) 

 

Nancy Scheff upon her birthday 

Sandy & Mike Ross (PIMF) 

 

Walter Sadowsky upon his 75
th
 birthday 

Miriam Kaminer (S) 

Your friends at OJC (EH) 

Naomi Soll & Norman Herman (RDF) 

 

Lore Katz upon her 85
th
 birthday 

Margo & Carlos Garber (GSF) 

 

Basse Roimisher upon her 90
th
 birthday 

Lisa & Lonnie Jacobs (ARDF) 

Paul & Andrea Wasserman (ARDF) 

Sheila & Norman Wasserman (ARDF) 

 

Rabbi Scheff for a beautiful ceremony 

Linda & Michael Bedell (RDF) 

Rona & Martin Bedell (RDF) 

 

The Berlings, upon Abby Berling coming home 

Lisa & Lonnie Jacobs & Family (NS) 

 

Dr. Marty Cohenôs 100
th
 lecture 

Eileen & Barry Rogers (RDF) 

 

Nina Bleicher Fey upon her conversion 

Eileen & Barnett Rogers (ARDF) 

 

Cindy & Jonathan Cohen upon their daughter, Yael, 

reading Haftorah 

Lita Mustacchi (MMF) 

 

Judy & Marty Cohen upon their granddaughter, Yael, 

reading Haftorah 

Lita Mustacchi (MMF) 

 

Jack Rosen chanting his Bar Mitzvah Haftorah 

Steve & Ronna Goldberg (R) 

 

IN APPRECIATION OF  

 

Rabbi Craig Scheff 

Janet & Jack Miller (RDF) 

Leadership Institute (RDF) 

Sharon & Steve Licht (RDF) 

Linda & Steven Berkowitz (RDF) 

 

Madeline & Herb Roimisher for their kindness 

Miriam & Martin Getzler (R) 

 

RôFUA SHLEMA 

 

Morris Waitz 

Frieda & Herman Seidner (R) 

Faye Dinowitz (WSF) 

 

Arlene Moskowitz 

Barry & Beverly Yarkon (RDF) 
 

Jack Hirsch 

Sheila & Norman Wasserman (R) 

Roberta & Alvin Paullay (RDF) 

 

Bertha Adelson 

Roberta & Alvin Paullay (RDF) 

Adele Garber (RDF) 

 

Esther Berkowitz 

Gloria & Melvin Berg (S) 

Marilyn & Seymour Shimkowitz (RDF) 

Carol & Andy Blau (RDF) 

 

Jeffrey Steinberg 

Rhonda & Michael Plawner (NBF) 

Leslie & Allen Levinson (R) 

 

Roz Marcus 

Eileen & Barry Rogers (WSF) 

 

Millicent Schacher 

Eileen & Barnett Rogers (RDF) 

 

Gary Barnett 

Charlene Kaplan (NBF) 

Jeff, Stacy, Kyle, Emma & Noah Weiss (NS) 

Leslie & Allen Levinson (R) 

Sara & David Schwarzberg (R) 

Esther Schulman & Family (R) 
 

Estelle Sollish 
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Helen & Gary Barnett (WSF) 

Rhonda & Michael Plawner (NBF) 

Eileen & Barry Rogers (S) 

Adele Garber (RDF) 

Arlene & Gil Marin (S) 

Sheila Bunin (ARDF) 

Maxine & Marc Skopov (R) 

Janet & Jack Miller (NS) 

Charlene Kaplan (NBF) 

Bernie Schiffmiller & Barbara Levinson (RH) 

Gloria & Melvin Berg (RDF) 

Beverly & Morton Bloom (ARDF) 

Mimi & Mel Rosenstock (RDF) 

Rosalie & Harold Eckstein (R) 

Gabi & Maty Lewy (RDF) 

Barbara Brumer (R) 

Judy & Marty Cohen (ARDF) 

Faye Dinowitz (WSF) 

Lydia & Lou Katz (ARDF) 

Helen & Ed Atlas (S) 

Judi & Irwin Librot (RDF) 

Carmel Rosenthal (ARDF) 

Jan Ziegler (R) 

Lita Mustacchi (MMF) 

Alma Brown (S) 
 

Gladys Weiss  (these donations were received prior 

to Gladysôs passing) 

Rosalie & Harold Eckstein (R) 

Helen & Gary Barnett (WSF) 

Frieda & Herman Seidner (R) 

Faye Dinowitz (WSF) 

Adele Garber (RDF) 

Arlene & Gil Marin (S) 

Maxine & Marc Skopov (R) 

Edna & Sidney Singer (R) 

Judy & Marty Cohen (RDF) 

Rita Weissberg (MMF) 

Francine Gersten (MMF) 

Bernie Schiffmiller & Barbara Levinson (RH) 

Charlene Kaplan (RDF) 

Eileen & Barry Rogers (ARDF) 

Sheila Bunin (MMF) 

Beth, Lloyd & Shara Fishman (NS) 

Roberta & Gary Klammer (RDF) 

Susan & Jeff Carr (RDF) 

Gloria & Melvin Berg (RDF) 

Judy & Jerry Marenoff (RDF) 

Janet & Jack Miller (S) 

Carmel Rosenthal (ARDF) 

Jan Ziegler (R) 

Lita Mustacchi (MMF) 

Alma Brown (S) 

Barbara Brumer (RDF) 

Blanche Infeld (RDF) 

Louise & Barry Infeld (RDF) 

Eilene Siegel (RDF) 
 

Linda Berkowitz 

Janet & Jack Miller (NS) 

Carol & Andy Blau (RDF) 
 

Sidney Singer 

Charlene Kaplan (NBF) 
 

Wendy Smith 

Bernie Schiffmiller & Barbara Levinson (RH) 
 

Eileen Rogers 

Maxine & Marc Skopov (R) 
 

Jodi Anton 

Gail & Jeff Sanders (RDF) 
 

Stephen Cohen 

Mimi & Mel Rosenstock (RDF) 

Helen & Gary Barnett (WSF) 

Lydia & Lou Katz (RDF) 

Judy & Jerry Marenoff (RDF) 

Adele Garber (R) 
 

Irwin Welkis 

Barbara & Hank Rosen & Kaleen Litvak (NBF) 
 

Goldie Friedman 

Roberta & Alvin Paullay (RDF) 
 

Janice Weisman 

Janet & Jack Miller (NS) 
 

Pearl Meyer 

Suzanne & Jack Hirsch (R) 
 

Sunni Hacker 

Judi & Irwin Librot (RDF) 
 

Marilyn Shimkowitz 

Lita Mustacchi (MMF) 
 

Malka bat Sura, sister in-law of Frieda & Herman 

Seidner 

Eileen & Barnett Rogers (ARDF) 

Key to Donations: R = Ritual      NBF = 

New Building Fund    S = School     LF  = 

Library Fund       RK  = Ruach Hakodesh 

EH = Etz Hayim ($50)   NS = Nursery School  

SCF = Seymour Cohen Fund   YPB = Youth 

Prayer Book   RDF = Rabbiôs Discretionary Fund 

ARDF = Associate Rabbiôs Discretionary Fund 

HHPB = High Holiday Prayer Book ($25) 

BCMF  = Bruce Cowen Memorial Fund 

MMF  = Stanley Mustacchi Memorial Fund 

SMF = Shirley Mosner Memorial Fund 

PIMF  = Pascaner/Itzkowitwz Memorial Fund 

GSF = Greenwald Scholarship Fund     

WSF = Walerstein Education/Scholarship Fund 
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THE GOOD AND WELFARE a/k/a THE HAND TO HAND COMMITTEE ï Yad LôYad 
Glenn Hirsh, on behalf of the OJC Board of Trustees, and Madeline Roimisher, on behalf of the Good & 

Welfare (Yad LôYad) Committee, would like to extend their 
 

CONDOLENCES TO: 

The family of our beloved congregant, Gladys Weiss 

Josef Farkas upon the loss of his beloved mother, Serena Farkas 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO:  

Sandy & David Haspel upon the birth of their grandson, Blake Jonah 

Karen Brenner & Andrew Strauss upon their daughter, Lauren, becoming a Bat Mitzvah 

Sheryl & Steven Pilavin upon their daughter, Frederique, becoming a Bat Mitzvah 

Sharon & Aaron Grau upon their sons, Ethan & Zachary, becoming Bônai Mitzvah 

Cindy & Jonathan Cohen upon their daughter, Yael, become a Bat Mitzvah 

Libby Cogan upon her grandson, Jack, becoming a Bar Mitzvah 

Phyllis Greenwald upon her grandson becoming a Bar Mitzvah 

Beth & Lloyd Fishman upon their daughter Sharaôs acceptance to the USY Nativ one-year program 

Rabbi Craig & Nancy Scheff upon the marriage of their niece in Israel 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

Madeline & Herb Roimisher (40
th
) 

 

GET WELL WISHES TO: 

Sidney Singer   Jack Hirsch  Pamela Horowitz Dawn Kitz  Martin Kleinman 

Stacy Fox   Glen Weinberg  Joan Cooperman Bruce Bass  Jeff Sanders  

Helen Sharon  Esther Berkowitz Rhoda Pochter  Lou Katz  Morris Waitz 

Joan Frank  Baruch Amins  Seymour Perlin Scott Strauss  Irving Baum 

Linda Berkowitz Bertha Adelson Lilyan Berlant  Estelle Sollish  Stephanie Mathes 

Gary Barnett  Jean Cooperman Harold Eckstein Arlene Moskowitz      Milton Gittelman 

Stephen Cohen Jeffrey Steinberg 
 

 

Kindly let us know if you have an event/occasion you will be celebrating and weôll be most happy to print it in 

our next Shaliach.       

Madeline Roimisher  (84 5) 359 - 4846  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seymour Perlin has written a novelette 

(10,000 words, 40 pages) titled ñIn the 

Mind of the Assassin.ò Copies are 

available for loan at the OJC Library. If 

you liked his articles, you will enjoy his 

thrilling novelette. 

To all at the OJC: 
 

I would like to say thank you for the 

prayers and good wishes on my behalf 

during my recent illness. 
 

Morris Waitz  

Welcome New Members 
 

Shari & Michael GreenbergðEdgewater, NJ 

Jennifer Weissman and Emanuel (8½)ðNew City, NY 

Lynne & Norbert WeissmanðNew City, NY   
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May Yahrzeits 
 

1    Jeffrey Glenn Amins 7    Jean Heller 16   Rose Kalin 23   Dorothy Kantrowitz 

1    Helen Lefcourt 7    Stanley Rasch 16   Michal Kehr 23   Harry M. Steinberg 

1    Max Salzman 9    Stella Cohen 16   Arthur Levine 24   Julia Fuld 

2    Max Hirsch 9    Arthur Feuerman 16   Celia Pitkowsky 24   Louis Plawner 

2    William Labensky 9    Samuel Gazek 17   Sam H. Abramson 24   Marcus Bernard Strauss 

2    Benjamin Harris Lapin 9    Zina Klein 17   Jacob Bensimhon 25   Eric Koppel 

2    Ethel Lindenberg 9    Sidney Leib 17   Joseph Gershen 25   Rochelle Seigel 

3    Molly S. Dickson 9    David Levy 17   Claire Katz 26   Sidney Banner 

3    Madeline Anderson Greenberg 11   Mortimer Horowitz 17   Eleanor Schiffmiller 26   Bennett Gold 

3    Risa Nager 11   Connie Mathes 18   Isidore Goldenberg 26   Louis Levine 

3    Alfred Nierel 12   Celia Barbash 18   Anna Levine 27   Rae Arnold 

3    Charlie Pascaner 12   Shirley Brown 18   Gloria Post 27   Harold Cohen 

3    Ralph Roimisher 13   Harry Faibis 18   Minnie Seif 27   Israel Gazek 

3    Esther Waretsky 13   Gladys Levinson 19   Leonard Bard 27   Nat Goodman 

4    Hyman Joseph Goldstein 13   Nathan Segal 19   Aaron Rebhun 27   Louis Pucci 

4    Sherman Hirsch 15   Gertrude Brown 19   Bernard Ring 28   Alan Martin Block 

5    Ralph Coopersmith 15   Nathan Ginsberg 20   Paul Gazek 28   Ida Palansky 

5    Lillian Gollomp 15   Alfred Itzkowitz 21   Morris Zaretsky 28   Adeline Singerman 

5    Paul Levy 15   Abraham Klein 22   Kenneth Eli Fox 29   Elie Simon Goldberg 

5    Bernard Raines 15   David Kuttner 22   Rose Freedman 29   Ellen Goodman 

5    Ida Segal 15   Carolyn Meyer 22   Lore Herrmann 29   Alvin Mindes 

6    Sophie Cohen 15   Lillian Roujansky 22   Sam Laufer 30   David Berlant 

6    Dr. Murray Cowen 15   Annabel Shimkowitz 22   Rose Paullay 30   Eva Bernstein 

6    Allen Epstein 16   Rachel Adelson 22   Rae Pollack 30   Michael Breslav 

6    Fannie Friedman 16   Gertrude Appel 23   Esta Bookman 30   Sidney Lewen 

6    Eugene S. Korn 16   Alison Biegel 23   Bessie Drucker 30   Bairich Mandelbaum 

6    Fannie Kosofsky 16   Samuel Heller 23   Henry Fishman 31   Alice Goldenberg 

6    Ida Teich 16   Dr. Hennie Judelman 23   Ethel Itzkowitz 31   Oscar Weissman 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

For cemetery information, 

call Abe Barbash (845) 735-7226 

or Arthur Sanders (845) 638-0473 
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