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__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

The Rabbiõs Desk: May Is Mental Health Month 
 

In our attic there is a small crate filled with keepsakes from my parentsô home labeled in my 

daughterôs eight-year-old handwriting: ñScrapbooks and Other Cool Stuff.ò Tucked in among my 

motherôs high school scrapbooks, my parentsô wedding album, and my baby book, there is a leather 

box that I retrieved years ago from my fatherôs dresser drawer. The box contains cards and letters my 

dad held onto over the years, including a letter I wrote to him in 1965. It reads: ñI hope they can do 

something about your ear. When you come home I hope you are all better. Then you can go back to 

the store.ò 

 This letter is much more than a sweet memento. For me, it is an historical artifact from the 

first time my father was hospitalized at McLean Psychiatric Hospital in Belmont, Massachusetts. I had figured out that if 

the doctors could just fix something in my fatherôs ear, he would be able to get up off the couch and pick up life where he 

had dropped it. My parents never lied about or hid my fatherôs mental illness. At six years old, I had simply made sense of 

it for myself. In this neatly printed letter on school ruled paper, I trace the beginnings of my advocacy for mental illness 

awareness. 

 I think it is safe to say that every one of us knows someone living with the painful burden of mental illness. A 

mental illness is a health condition, much like heart disease or diabetes, which is no oneôs fault ï not the personôs nor the 

familyôs. We might know a neighbor, co-worker, or family member living with some form of mental illness or we 

ourselves might struggle with clinical depression, bipolar disorder, obsessive-compulsive disorder, borderline personality, 

addictive disorders or schizophrenia. Recent studies suggest that one in five people in the United States has or will at one 

time have a mental illness. Unfortunately, there is still shame and stigma associated with these illnesses, responses that 

become another barrier to a personôs seeking treatment or a familyôs seeking support. 

 May is Mental Health Month. We can each do our part to educate ourselves and help to teach others. Here are 

three things we all can do: 

1. Pay attention to the words we use. Avoid stigmatizing language and encourage friends and family to do the same. 

Do not refer to people as ñcrazy,ò ñpsycho,ò or ñlunatic.ò Teach our children to avoid calling people ñmental.ò Be 

a force to replace ridicule with compassion. 

2. Check in with yourself to let go of prejudice. We might believe that a mental illness means ñheôs crazyò but such 
labels cause pain and discourage seeking help. Some of us think that a person with mental illness could ñjust pull 

herself out of it if she wanted to.ò Mental illness is not caused by personal weakness nor can it be cured by 

personal strength. Treatment is needed. 

3. If you know someone who struggles with mental illness, stay in touch with him/her and their family. People tend 

to become isolated just at the time that they need support. Cards, phone calls and a hot meal are all appreciated as 

a reminder that people are not alone. 

I  am  serving as an Honorary Chairperson for NAMI-FAMILYAôs  2010 Awards Night  on  Wednesday evening,  

June 16, at 5:30 pm at the View on the Hudson in Piermont. I am working with Rockland NAMI-FAMILYA to promote 

this event because I feel strongly and am committed to its mission of providing support, education and advocacy for all 

those in our community living with mental illness. For more information on this special evening and/or to take out an 

advertisement in the journal, contact familya@namirockland.org or call 845-359-8787. 

With blessings for refuat hanefesh and refuat haguf, a healing of the spirit and the body,   

Rabbi Paula Mack Drill   

 

mailto:familya@namirockland.org
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Synagogue Officeééééééééééééééééé. Phone # 845-359-5920ééééééééé.. Fax # 845-398-1646 
  Office@theojc.org 
Administratorééééééééééééééééééé. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Bookkeeperéééééééééééééééééééé Helen Barnettééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 107 
Office Assistant/Donationsééééééééééééé Maureen Scolloééééééééééé......845-359-5920 ext. 108 
 
Rabbiééééééééééééééééééééééé Craig Schefféééééééééééééé 845-359-5920 ext. 3 
Associate Rabbiéééééééééééééééééé Paula Mack Drilléééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 8 
Cantor...................................................................................Noam Ohring.................................................845-359-5920 ext. 105 
School/Educational Directoréééééééééééé.. Sandra Borowskyééééééééééé..845-398-3982 ext. 110 
Youth Directorééééééééééééééééééé Sharon Rappaportééééééééééé845-623-2990 
 
Presidentééééééééééééééééééééé. Glenn Hirshéééééééééééé.......  845-365-3096 
1

st
 Vice Presidentééééééééééééééééé.. Kim Lori Sokolééééééééééééé845-398-2910 

Vice Presidentééééééééééééééééééé Jeffry Horowitz   éééééééééééé 845-353-8996 
Vice PresidentéééééééééééééééééééAmy Nelson..................................................  201-784-0968 
Treasurerééééééééééééééééééééé. Bob Kleinberger............................................ 845-624-1410 
Financial Secretaryéééééééééééééééé...Fran Mintzer-Dolberéééééééééé. .201-307-8776 

Recording Secretaryéééééééééééééééé Hara Hartman....................................... 845-634-6093 

Corresponding SecretaryééééééééééééééMarc Levineéééééééééééé........845-398-3645 
 
Book of Life Donationsééééééééééééééé Renee Priceééééééééééééé.....845-634-7244 
Book of Remembranceééééééééééééééé Helen Atlaséééééééééééééé..845-359-4030 
Bulletin Editorééééééééééééééééééé Judy Cohenéééééééééééééé.845-359-5923 
Calendarééééééééééééééééééééé.. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Catering/Kiddushiméééééééééééééééé. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Cemetery Co-Chairéééééééééééééééé.. Abe Barbashéééééééééé.ééé. 845-735-7226 
Cemetery Co-Chairéééééééééééééééé... Arthur Sandersééééééééééé.é..845-638-0473 
Facility Chairééééééééééééééééééé.. Eli Josephséééééééééééééé.845-365-1563 
Associate Facility Chairéééééééééééééé.. Dave Kalanéééééééééééééé.. 845-359-6314 
Food Pantry Co-Chairééééééééééééééé.. Cedine Issmanééééééééééééé845-359-5207 
Food Pantry Co-Chairééééééééééééééé.. Susan Kleinéééééééééééééé 845-354-3653 
Israeli Affairsééééééééééééééééééé.. Jeffry Horowitzéééééééééééé.. 845-353-8996 
Israeli Affairsééééééééééééééééééé.. Allen Levinsonéééééééééééé.. 201-934-9254 
Legal Co-ChairéééééééééééééééééééArthur Sanderséééééééééééé. 845-638-0473 
Legal Co ChairéééééééééééééééééééIrwin Portnoyééééééééééééé..845-562-1028 
Membership Recruitment Co-Chairééééééééé. Esther Berkowitzéééééééééééé845-517-4904 
Membership Recruitment Co-Chairééééééééé. Evelyn Winikofféééééééééééé. 845-358-2564 
Men's Club Presidentééééééééééééééé.. Bart Bookmanééééééééééééé 845-942-2736 
OJC Directoryééééééééééééééééééé.Janet Milleréééééééééééééé. 845-359-7647 
OJC Directoryééééééééééééééééééé.Andrea Sherman..ééééééééééé..845-634-2256 
Publicity/Advertising......................................................................................................................................................... 
Ritual Chairéééééééééééééééééééé. Ken Lefféééééééééééééééé845-353-8668 
Ritual Co-Chair...................................................................Jonathan Cohen............................................201-767-6001 
Ritual Committee/ Bar/Bat Aliyah Listsééééééé.. Lloyd Fishmanééééééééééééé201-476-9668 
School Board Co-PresidentéééééééééééééHara Hartmanééééééééééééé..845-634-6093 
School Board Co-President/éé.éééééééééé..Sharon Aachéééééééééééé.é..201-476-1050 
Sisterhood Co-Presidentéééééééééééééé.Cindy Levineééééééééééééé.. 845-398-3645 
Sisterhood Co-Presidentéééééééééééééé.Cedine Issmanéééééééééééé.. 845-359-5207 
Sisterhood Gift Shopééééééééééééééé. Frieda Seidnerééééééééééééé 845-359-6366 
Social Action/Good & WelfareééééééééééééMadeline Roimisheréééééééééé. 845-359-4846 
Special DuesééééééééééééééééééééFaye Dinowitzééééééééééééé 845-353-1934 
Web Site ï www.TheOJC.org:éééééééééééé.Marc Levineéééééééééééééé845-398-3645 

 

The Orangetown Jewish Center Shaliach is published monthly except for July and August. 
This institution is a grant recipient of the Center for Jewish Education of the Jewish Federation of Rockland County. 

The Orangetown Jewish Center, The  Dr. Richard and Jana Adelson Campus, is a full-service egalitarian congregation 
 affiliated with the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism. 
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SUNDAY, MAY 23, 2010 
At the Israeli Day Parade on 5th avenue in NYC! 

Time to be announced / Buses to be provided! 
 

Donation- $18 per person 

Name: _______________________  Phone # _____________ # of people  ________ 
 

Send check to: 

Cedine Issman   8 Chapel Court   Orangeburg, NY 10962 

(845) 359-5207 

**** Please RSVP by MAY 17 ***
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From the Educational Directorõs Desk 
A unique instruction in the Torah is the commandment to count the Omer, the 49 days 

between Pesach and Shavuot. Even though the number never changes, the process of 

counting is of great value. The word for ñnumberò in Hebrew is mispar and its root is 

closely related to the word for ñstoryòðsipur.  So, what is the connection between the 

two? A collection of events becomes a story; there is a beginning, a middle and an end. 

The commandment to count  the Omer  reminds us to open our hearts every day and be 

aware of  the daily events  that shape our lives.  
 

On Pesach  we  teach our children how the Jewish people left Egypt and rejected our lives as slaves 

and we learn about the many challenges we endured to be free people. By counting the Omer, we recall 

the transformation of the Jewish people. On Pesach, the Jewish people became physically free and on 

Shavuot we became spiritually free. Shavuot is one of the most important days of the Jewish year 

because we received the Torah. Our sacred Torah gives us the guidelines to live our lives and the 

channels to express our souls. The seven weeks between Pesach and Shavuot are a spiritually potent 

time when we should be mindful of and grateful for the events of our lives as they unfold. It is a time to 

realize that every day counts and we must strive to be the best individuals we can be.  
 

            Our school year is passing so quickly. It seems like school began yesterday, but in reality, we 

only have a month of classes left. On May 2
nd 

 we will have our first Springfest for Kids to celebrate 

Lag BôOmer, which is guaranteed to be a fun day for children of all ages. On May 14
th
, our 33 

ñgraduatingò students in seventh grade will lead Shabbat services as a celebration of completing their 

course of study in our Religious School. These young adults will now have the privilege to continue 

their learning at our innovative Hebrew High Naôaseh program, which incorporates both formal and 

informal Jewish education. On May 23
rd
, the OJC community will march in the Israeli Day Parade in 

New York City. Our last day of school is May 26
th
 for children in grades K-2 and May 27

th
 for children 

in grades 3-7. On both days, our school will join together in joyous song for the end of the year 

Zimriyah (songfest). Our lives flow so fast that we frequently lose awareness of the awesome power of 

the events, growth, changes and progress that affect our childrenôs intellectual, spiritual, social and 

emotional growth. Your childrenôs experiences in our Religious School, at the OJC, in the Jewish 

community and in your home rituals are the mispar (story) of our childrenôs Jewish life.     
          
  On Shavuot, the whole Jewish nation stood together on Mount Sinai and God gave us the 

Torahðthe  same Torah we have today! As the Jewish people stood together on that mountain in the 

presence of God, there was an awesome sense of unity. They were like one person with one heart. We 

must be mindful to try to create that unity for our children, for each other, our community, the Jewish 

people and ourselves. 
 

           On a personal note, with mindfulness comes gratitude, and I would like to thank everyone for 

their good wishes for my honor of being chosen for the Legacy Heritage Scholarship. I look forward to 

studying this summer at the Conservative Yeshiva in Jerusalem, networking with Jewish leaders 

worldwide in this program, as well as sharing the knowledge and experienceðmy misparðwith the 

OJC community. 
 

          Early Bird Registration for Religious School is on May 12th and 13th. J  
 

         Chag Shavuot Sameach, Bô Shalom,  

Sandy Borowsky  
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Kiddie Kamp 

 

at the 

Orangetown Jewish Center Nursery School 
 

July 5th ð August 13th, 2010 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays-10am-2pm 

 

Caring, Professional Staff 
The personal attention each child deserves! 
Create, Explore, Discover, and Experience 
Build Self-Esteem and Make New Friends. 

 

SPORTS, WATER FUN, MUSIC, ART, NATURE and moreé 
Mini-Swimming Pools, Great Outdoor Playground 
Soccer, Golf, Softball, Football, Basketball 

 

Fun themes- Summer Treats, Bugs and Critters, 
Silly Animals, Oceans of Fun, Mother Goose, 

Silly Hat Day, Stuffed Animal Show, Meet the Critters, Inside-Out Day 
 

PLEASE REGISTER By May 14th. 
$25.00 discount if paid in full.  

Additional $25.00 discount on 2010--2011 school tuition. 
 

We are enrolling fast!  

A limited number of openings are still available. 

For more information contact Sandy Borowsky at (845) 398-3982, x 110. 
 

JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ 
 

I would like to register my child for the 6 week Kiddie Kamp at a cost of $1050.00 for the entire program. Please 
find enclosed my $150.00 deposit. 

 

Studentôs Name________________________________Birthday________________ 

  Parentsô Names_________________________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number (Home and Cell) __________________________________________ 
 

All classes are subject to minimum enrollment.  

No refunds including vacation or sick days. 
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OJC ONGOING LEA RNING AT A GLANCE  
May 2010  

 
Iyyun Tefillah  

Saturday, May 1 at 8:45 a.m. 
An in-depth exploration of the Shabbat liturgy with Rabbi Drill  

 

Rabbiôs Talmud Study Group 
 Wednesdays, May 5 and 12 at 7:30 p.m.  

A weekly group study of Talmudic passages with Rabbi Scheff 
 

Text and Context  
Thursdays, May 6, 13 and 27, 10 a.m. ï 11 a.m. 

Parashat hashavua (the weekly Torah portion) with Rabbi Scheff 
 

Judaism 101 ï The Mitzvah Initiative  
Thursday, May 13 at 7:30 p.m.  
Tuesday, May 4 at 5:30 p.m. 

A re-introduction to Judaism with an emphasis on ñmitzvahò 
 

Torah nô Treats 
Wednesday, May 12 at 12:30 p.m. 

Studies in the Book of Prophets with Rabbi Scheff 
 

Monday Morning Midrash  
Monday, May 10 at 11:00 a.m. 

Join Rabbi Drill monthly as we explore the creative lore of our tradi tion 
  

Friday Night Lecture Series  
Friday, May 21 at 7 p.m. 

Dr. Marty Cohen continues his 15th year of this monthly series!  

ñThe Bible You Never Knewò 
 

Biography of God  
Monday, May 24 at 7:30pm 

Explore Jewish Perspectives and Personal Theologies with Rabbi Drill 
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Foreign Aid = Domestic Gain 
 

 

President Obamaôs budget request for fiscal year 2011 contains $58.5 billion in international affairs 

spending. At little more than one percent of total federal spending, these programs are an essential, 

cost-effective tool for promoting American interests abroad and supporting important allies such as 

Israel, who would receive $3 billion in vital security assistance under the request. 

 

This sum reflects the third year of a 10-year security agreement reached by the United States and Israel 

in 2007. Subject to congressional approval, the plan pledges $30 billion in security assistance to Israel 

over a 10-year period. This agreement was negotiated in order to meet the growing threats to Israel of a 

nuclear Iran, rocket attacks by Hamas and Hizballah and conventional threats from Syria. 

 

In fact, Israel is forced to spend more as a percentage of GDP on defense than any other industrialized 

country in the world (close to 7%)ðalmost double what the United States spendsðand needs to buy 

more sophisticated and expensive technologies to help defend its citizens. U.S. security assistance to 

Israel is the most tangible manifestation of American support for Israel and the best way to ensure that 

Israel maintains a qualitative military edge over its potential adversaries and feels secure in taking risks 

for peace. Moreover, Israel spends 75% of its aid in the United States, supporting American jobs. 

 

President Obamaôs budget views foreign aid as part of overall ñsecurity spending,ò on par with defense 

and homeland security programs. The president is right. Foreign aid is an essential, cost-effective tool 

for promoting American interests abroad and supporting our vital allies. Spending a little more than 

one penny of every federal dollar on preventing wars and the spread of terrorism, disease and poverty 

is a wise investment that ultimately saves the taxpayers money. A robust international affairs and 

foreign aid budget also reflects our humanitarian and democratic values by supporting programs to 

reduce the spread of HIV/AIDS and fighting poverty. 

 

Foreign aid is also a crucial component of U.S. national security strategy that advances economic 

development and political stability around the globe and helps keep threats from our shores by 

supporting international efforts to curb the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, stopping 

narcotics trafficking, fighting terrorism and thwarting other criminal activities.  

 

As the threats to Israelôs security continue to rise, so does the Jewish stateôs defense budget. 

Fortunately, thanks to our shared values, the United States helps support Israel maintain her qualitative 

military edge, all while helping to promote American interests in the region.  
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Where youôll always find a friendly face! 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

As we approach the end of the year, a new Sisterhood board will be installed in June.  This board will consist of :  

 

 

Executive Committee 

 

VP Membership: Judy Librot 

/Rhonda Plawner  

VP Programming: Gabi Lewy / 

Lydia Katz  

VP Ways & Means:  Pam Berg / 

Carol Baker / Mimi Rosenstock 

 

Corresponding Secretary: Sharon 

Klein  

Recording Secretary:   Carmel 

Rosenthal  

Financial Secretary:     Michelle 

Kleinberger  

Treasurer:      Rosina Hirsh 

 

Activity Chairs 

 

Book of Life & Zahava:        Renee 

Price       

Book  Chat:           Rhoda Pochter 

Branch Liaison:        Cindy Levine 

Bulletin Publication: Adele Garber  

Flower Fund:          Janet Miller  

Koach:                 Beth Fishman  

Hospitality:             Barbara Rosen 

Judaic Shop:        Frieda Seidner, 

Barbara Rosen, Faye Dinowitz 

Parliamentarian & Sisterhood  

Rep in OJC Board:                            

Cedine Issman  

Ritual Liaison:          Helen Kuttner  

Shiva Meals:     Helene Levinson 

Torah Fund:              Nancy Scheff  

Trips:                  Barbara Brumer  

Youth and School:    Stacy Weiss  

 

Annual Projects - Committees 

 

Birthday Cards:     Carolyn Wodar 

Mishloah Manot Packages:  Ina 

Filip 

Mitzvah Day Lunch: Miriam 

Rosenstock 

Rosh Hashanah Greetings: Gail 

Sanders 

Sukkot Dinner:  Fran Friedman 

 

 

As always, a big thank you to our nominating chairs, Carolyn 

Wodar and Silvia Farkas, and their committee for a job well 

done.  

The Sisterhood Atlantic City Trip is back ï Monday, June 23! 

Get your money in. For more details contact Barbara Brumer at 

(845) 359-7224. 
 

A big shout out to Leslie Levinson who put together all of the 

Koach packages for our OJC college kids for Purim and 

Passover. Word on the street was that our packages were 

awesome as always!! Thank you Leslie!  
 

 

Remember to visit our gift shop and check out our new arrivals. Competitive 

pricing, no delivery charges, and excellent service! Call Frieda Seidner (845) 

359-6366 or Faye Dinowitz (845) 353-1934 for all of your Judaica gift needs! 

 
For more details on all of our events, please remember to check your mailings, the 

weekly newsletter ñThis Week @ the OJC,ò and the OJC website: 

http:www.theojc.org. Please support our programs, gift shop, and fundraisers. We are here for you and the entire OJC 

community.  
 

& Cedine 
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Menõs Club  Shabbat: Notes from President Bart Bookman 
 

Ed. Note: The following is the address given by Bart Bookman at the Menôs Club Shabbat on 

March 27
th
. If you heard itðfine. If not, itôs worth reading. 

 

As I begin to talk about the Menôs Club, I am reminded of a story about a Russian general. The 
commanding officer at the Russian military academy (the equivalent of a 4-star general in the U.S.) 

gave a lecture on ñPotential Problems and Military Strategy.ò At the end of the lecture, he asked if there 

were any questions. An officer stood up and asked, ñWill there be a third world war? And will Russia 

take part in it?ò The general answered both questions in the affirmative. Another officer asked, ñWho will be the enemy?ò The 

general replied, ñAll indications point to China.ò Everyone  in  the  audience  was shocked.  A third officer remarked, ñGeneral, 

we are a  nation of only 150 million compared to the 1.5 billion Chinese. Can we win at all, or even survive?ò The general 

answered, ñJust think about this for a moment:  In modern warfare, it is not the quantity of soldiers that matters but the quality 

of an armyôs capabilities. For example, in the Middle East we have had a few  wars where 5 million Jews fought against 150 

million Arabs, and Israel was always victorious.ò After a small pause, another officer asked, ñDo we have  enough Jews?ò 
 

What Iôm trying to say is that we need more Jewish men to step up. Some men step up regularly; others have started to come 

forward. For example, todayôs program  would not have been possible without the efforts of Lloyd Fishman and Mike Pucci and 

all the men who participated. Yasher Koach! 
 

Other men have stepped into leadership positions. Jack Teadore led the sukkah construction, Jay Rifkin wrote and put together 

another great comedy show (kudos to all the performers ï men and women), Marty Cohen is running the scholarship program, 

Dan Ames supervised the yellow candles for Yom HaShoah, and Larry Rosenberg came on board this year to be both treasurer 

and cultural events planner. He scheduled Jon Weber (a truly gifted musician/composer and an exciting performer) and Jennifer 

Katanic from the Museum of Modern Art to talk about the work of Marc Chagall.   
 

This year, we participated in the World Wide Wrap for the first time. This event, held on the morning of Super Bowl Sunday, 

invites men and women in to put on tefillin with others around the world. This year, in addition to the U.S. and Canada, wraps 

were held in Brazil, Colombia and Australia. It was a powerful morning for the regular wrappers, for men who had not put on 

tefillin for a long time and for women who experienced tefillin for the first time. When I approached Jeff Horowitz about 

recommending someone to organize and lead the wrap, his response was, ñIôll do it.ò And he certainly did.   
 

This is typical of Jeff, one of those guys who does whatever it takes to get the job done and make this place better. He is our 

Man of the Year and was recognized at the Hudson Valley Region Man of the Year dinner on Thursday, April 22 here at the 

OJC.     
 

Joining the FJMC two year ago has helped to move our Menôs Club forward. The yellow candles and the World Wide Wrap are 

just two examples of what I learned about at a tri-region retreat. It gave me a sense of what Menôs Clubs could mean to their 

synagogues. By the way, there is another retreat May 14-16 of this year with most of the cost being picked up by the region. I 

urge you to consider joining me. 
 

Last summer I attended the international convention in Philadelphia. Here I realized how good we are as a synagogue and how 

great we can become. But that takes vision, commitment and people. The Menôs Club will try to do its part. We will continue 

programs like Yellow Candle, World Wide Wrap, Hearing Menôs Voices and the Bruce Cowen Memorial Scholarship. We will 

plan more cultural events and maybe even have more comedy shows (if Jay can write them). Our current sukkah (which Menôs 

Club puts up and takes down each year) is old, falling apart, difficult to assemble and time consuming. A new structure is 

needed that will require some major fundraising. Youôll be hearing more about this as we develop the plan over the next few 

months.   
 

But what will going from good to great require? It will take an investment. Most of us would agree that our children and 

families are our most important investments. This synagogue and the monies we pay each year are only part of the investment.  

What we model for our children and the children of others is what pays a long-term dividend.   
 

The spirit of stepping up and doing is what will take us from being a very good synagogue to being a great synagogue. There 

are three kinds of people involved in organizations like the OJC. We all fit into to one of these categories. Which one are you?  

There are those people who make things happen. There are those who watch things happen. And there are those who wake up 

one day and say, ñWhat happened?ò Step up and join us. 

Bart Bookman 
Menôs Club President 
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Tanakh Thoughts                                                 by Marty Cohen 

      

 

 
 

 

Certain objects described in Tanakh were so well known when the stories about them were being 

written down that it was not believed to be necessary to describe them. For example, in Genesis it is 

written that in the middle of the Garden of Eden there was the Tree of Knowledge. No explanation is 

given. None was needed. It was a familiar object to the readers. As time went by, the some of these 

objects became less and less familiar and the references to them now puzzle modern readers. 

 
Into in this category falls the now-mysterious object (or objects) known as the Urim and Thummim.  

We know from several references in Tanakh, starting in Exodus, that they were something inside a 

breastplate worn by the High Priest. We also know that they were somehow used in divination ï that is, 

determining the will of God for upcoming events, such as the outcome of a war. But what they were 

and exactly how they were used has been lost to us. 

 
Some speculate that they were utilized as lots and were perhaps stones of a certain color or shape or 

even wood pieces of some sort. Perhaps the blind selection of one of them meant ñYesò in response to 

a certain question and the other meant ñNo.ò Or maybe not. Nobody knows any longer. 

 
In the Septuagint, the Greek version of the Bible (but not in the Hebrew), there is a reference in Samuel 

to the Urim and Thummim that may help us. King Saul is speaking: ñOh God of Israel, why have you 

not answered your servant this day? If guilt be in me or in my son Jonathan, give Urim. But if guilt is 

in your people give Thummim.ò However, other quotations seem to indicate some other type of usage. 

And as a further puzzlement, why was it Saul, not the High Priest, who was inquiring of God? 

 
What is strange about the use of Urim and Thummim is that divination was strictly banned and was 

severely punishable, even by death, in the Mosaic code, but apparently this now obscure means of 

determining Godôs will was acceptable (along with prophecy and dreams). 

 
Even the meaning of the two names is obscure. For example, some scholars associate the term Urim 

with ñohr,ò meaning light but others totally disagree. 

 
In time, prophecy grew stronger in the minds of the people as the legitimate means for understanding 

what God wanted and, as a result, the importance of divination by the High Priest, or by anyone else, 

declined. There is no mention of Urim and Thummim in the days of the Second Temple. The 

knowledge of what it was and how it was used faded. Today it serves only as a source of speculation 

about the ancient Israelite past. 
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From the Editor: 
 

As I write this column, there are 356 days until Passover and if I donôt start thinking about it now there 

will be trouble ahead. The main problem is not who to invite for Seders, who to leave out on purpose, 

what to make, or where to run to in order to escape the whole thing. No. The main problem is to figure 

out (a) where to put things that we wonôt be using for Pesach, (b) how to find them when the holiday is 

over, and (c) where we put the stuff we used for Pesach in the past. 
 

Last year, when we ñundidò Pesach, we were missing the following all-year-round items: our best 

sharp knife, two big Pyrex roasting platters, our whole entire spice rack, and two grandchildren. 

Eventually, we found the knife (it was in the downstairs bathroom, of course) and the children, who 

had somehow migrated to their own homes without our being aware of it. This year, when we were 

bringing up the Passover dishes from the basement, we found among them a stack of unpaid bills from 

2009 (which weôd been wondering about a little), the afikomen of 1997 (intact and still wrapped, 

believe it or not), and 999 pieces of a thousand-piece puzzle evenly distributed among the wine glasses. 

In fact, if I had not taken the time to put the puzzle together, I would never have discovered that the 

picture was a lovely scene of Yellowstone National Park, a place Iôd always wanted to visit. Maybe 

thatôs where to run to next Pesach. . . .  

 

Trying to find things such as the Seder plate, Miriamôs cup, and the haggadahs was a real challenge. I 

remembered storing them in the guest room dresser whereas Marty remembered putting them in the 

downstairs closet. Frantically ransacking both places, we ended up with almost everything we own on 

the floor and some clothing neither of us had ever seen before. Is anyone missing a Nehru jacket or a 

womanôs bathing cap? Please come and claim them if theyôre yours. We finally located the ritual 

articles but Iôll be a monkeyôs uncle if I can remember where. 
 

Things became hairier when we made our usual attempt to hide away the everyday dishes, tableware, 

grandchildren, etc. Each year our house becomes more filled with ñstuff,ò and thus storage space 

becomes less and less available. First we thought of stacking all the dishes in our linen closet, moving 

the linens to the garage, moving the cars to the street, and then just plain moving. We actually tried 

piling the dishes in the linen closet but ran into difficulty when we went searching for bath towels, only 

to realize that weôd tossed them into the garage and that as a result they were dirtier than we were. 

Then we thought it might be a good idea to line them up neatly in one of the cars, but when we drove 

over the many potholes of Rockland County, the sound of smashed crockery made us aware that this 

wasnôt such a good idea.   

 

We finally decided that it didnôt much matter where we put the dishes because after Passover, weôd 

never find them anyway. So if you should ask where they are, I havenôt a clue. Weôve been using paper 

plates for over a week now (donôt tell the Green Committee).  

 

I donôt think the forgetfulness aspect of Passover was intended by the sages. Weôre supposed to 

REMEMBER things! How am I supposed to recall being a slave in Egypt when I donôt know where I 

left the bricks and mortar, let alone the grandchildren?  

 

Judy Cohen 
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Iõm Proud to Be a Zionist 

by OJC Rabbinic Intern Jesse M. Olitzky 

 As part of my rabbinical school studies, I spent last year living in Jerusalem. I have been 

to Israel many times prior to last year, with visits ranging from a ten-day family vacation to a 

six-week USY summer pilgrimage experience. Finally, I thought, living in Israel would allow 

me to experience the land in a way that I never had beforeðas an Israeli, instead of an 

American tourist.  

For the most part, this was true. I spoke Hebrew, not just with cab drivers, but in the 

supermarket, restaurants, classrooms, and around the dinner table. I read the newspaper, 

watched the news, and truly learned, from some of my closest friends who live there, what it 

means to be an Israeli. During my constant conversations, the relationship between America 

and Israel always came up (my thick American accent when I speak Hebrew quickly gives away 

my American roots). While the governments support each other, many Israelis were concerned 

that Americans, and specifically the American Jewish community, had become uninterested in 

and disconnected from the Jewish State. 

Their doubts were certainly put at ease when I experienced the 2010 AIPAC Policy Conference 

at the end of March. I was honored to be one of 30 OJC delegates and one of over 7500 

attendees present. I learned a lot and grew a lot over the three days of the conference. 

Highlights included hearing from Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, former British Prime 

Minister Tony Blair, and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. Each speaker reassured 

all attendees of the importance of the American-Israeli relationship. Being in a room full of 

7500 Zionists reassured meðand my Israeli friendsðthat the American Jewish community is 

interested, is connected, and very much cares about the State of Israel. 

To be a Zionist does not mean that we always have to agree with what Israel does and the 

decisions Israel makes, but rather, it means loving Israel and expressing that love for Israel, 

even when we donôt agree. Americans and Israelis may not agree all the time. That is certainly 

true with the American and Israeli governments. Yet, they still support each other, because their 

relationship is vital. So too must we, the American Jewish community, continue to support 

Israel, and continue to show our support for Israel.  

After spending the year living in Jerusalem, I felt proud to be a Zionist. After spending only 

three days at the AIPAC Policy Conference, I felt even more proud to be a Zionist. I am proud 

to be an American Jew who supports the State of Israel. I invite you all to join the OJC 

delegation next year at the AIPAC Policy Conference to show your pride as well. Just a few 

short years ago, the OJC only had a couple of delegates and this year we sent 30! There is no 

reason we cannot double that number next year. Be an advocate! Show your pride! Be a part of 

three of the most amazing days. Participate in next yearôs AIPAC Policy Conference, and show 

that the American Jewish community supports the State of Israel! 
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AIPAC Policy Conference, by David Nelson 
 

This yearôs AIPAC policy conference in Washington was the biggest ever, with over 7,500 delegates. 

It was also the biggest ever for OJC, with 390 delegates attending. Rabbi Scheff has already challenged 

us to double that number next year. 
 

At the policy conference one learns how AIPAC works. By forging relationships with our nationôs 

leaders and ñtelling the storyò from our perspective without media distortion, AIPAC influences policy 

making with regard to relations with Israel. In some cases, members make strong connections with 

their own congressmen that often lead to trusted friendships. The list of speakers in Washington this 

year is too long to mention, but in addition to the many senators and congressmen (over half the 

Congress attended the gala dinner), Prime Minister Netanyahu was there to address the delegates. 
 

At one of the breakout sessions, Major Roy Levi, a deputy squadron commander from the elite Golani 

Brigade of the IDF, spoke from his unique perspective about his experiences from last yearôs war in 

Gaza as well as the second Lebanon war in 2006. He told us that the IDF learned from its shortcomings 

in Lebanon and used that information to be much more effective in Gaza. However, he was wounded 

during an ambush and unfortunately saw a few of his troops killed in action. Still, it was very important 

to him to command a group of moral soldiers who follow the strictest rules of engagement in the world, 

even to their own detriment. He talked about many times in the war when attacking a target was called 

off because of civilians being nearby. The 150 people at this session were all very impressed, grateful, 

and even in awe of this young gentleman (around 25 years old), offering him loud and sustained 

applause. When Major Levi was asked what we could do to help the IDF he answered instantly. He 

wants us to send our children to Israel so that they can experience Israeli life for themselves and 

connect with our Jewish heritage. Just like AIPAC ñtells the storyò to our nationôs leaders, Major Levi 

wants out children to ñtell the storyò to their peers. 
 

The diverse crowd at AIPAC also includes non-Jews who are interested in ñtelling the story.ò One such 

person hails from the deep South. A women in her early twenties, she had no connection with Israel 

before traveling there last year. After she thanked Major Levi for his dedication to Israel, she described 

how she was given an opportunity to travel abroad for a year and serendipitously found Israel. Despite 

her concerns before traveling, the explained how safe she ultimately felt there. Her experience left her 

feeling passionate in her love for Israel. She is now telling Israelôs story to a community that otherwise 

would have depended only on the media to form their opinions. 
 

I highly recommend coming to Washington May 22-24, 2011. You will have an opportunity of a 

lifetime. You will see some of the nationôs most powerful people speakingðabout Israel. You will 

attend breakout sessions with people who have behind-the-scenes access to and knowledge of events 

that affect Israel. At those sessions, you will be able to express your opinions and ask questions. You 

will learn how to lobby your representatives and senators and then actually lobby them on Capitol Hill. 

By letting your congresspeople know how deeply you feel about the State of Israel, and backing up 

your emotion with facts, you can make a real difference. Everyone who has had the opportunity to 

lobby in Washington has felt uniquely fulfilled. Meanwhile, you will also attend the largest kosher 

dinner in Washington with over half of Congress and many Israeli and other foreign dignitaries. With 

your help, we will not only continue to ñtell the story,ò but we will achieve the participation goal that 

Rabbi Scheff has set for OJC. I look forward to traveling to Washington next year with OJCôs largest 

contingency ever! 




