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__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Yom Huledet Sameach  
 

We read in Mishle, the Book of Proverbs: ñLet your eyes look forward; your gaze be straight 
ahead. Survey the course you take and all your ways will prosperò (4:25-26). It seems perhaps 

that I have chosen a strange quotation with which to begin

thoughts about our synagogueôs  reaching the milestone of a fiftieth celebration. November 6-8 

will be a weekend of remembering: of looking back in order to honor those who built this 

community that we now enjoy. Why am I now writing about looking straight ahead? 

 

We are blessed to be standing at a crossroads. We must certainly look back to see how far we have come and to 

remember who we are. We look from east to west and see all the many options open to us as a community. It is 

when we look forward, however, that we feel the momentum of our strength and unity as a community. We do 

not stop. We do not settle. We continually move forward, trying new ideas, listening to each other, rolling up 

our sleeves and doing what is necessary to meet the needs of our community. Each path has its story, its 

promises. May we always choose the path of greater light, greater love, and greater life. 

 

This month we will rejoice in fifty candles on our cake. Each candle represents one of the blessings of our 

community. Fifty candlesðfifty blessings. I am sure we could each make a list of our own, but here is my list. 

 

Stained glass windows. Naôaseh. Walking to Tashlich. Selichot at midnight. Purimspiel. Youth Shabbat. 

Needlepoint representation of our windows. Hazak. Seymour Cohen Torah. Brownies at the Oneg. Children on 

the bimah for Ashrei. AIPAC. Torah for Tots. Shtick at Family Services on Friday nights. Mitzvah Day. Soup at 

the Break Fast on Yom Kippur. Torah and Treats. The Ark in the Daily Chapel. Staying up all night for Tikkun 

Layl Shavuot. Sisterhood Gift Shop. The Shaliach. Hosting for Helping Hands. Healing Service on Yom 

Kippur. www.theojc.org. Passover Community Seder. Yibaneh haMikdash at the Sukkot Dinner. Nursery 

School children skipping into the building. Ongoing learning classes. The guys on Wednesday night. Tuesday 

morning minyan. Thursday morning minyan. Shabbat afternoons at shul. Havdalah outside. Providing Shabbat 

dinners to those in need. Yiddish Club. Rosh Hodesh: Itôs a Girl Thing! Yizkor services. Karaoke on Saturday 

nights. Israeli dancing for Yom HaAtzmaut. Yom HaShoah programs. Celebrating with Bônai Mitzvah and their 

families. Aliyot at Simchat Torah. Rabbinic interns. Willing volunteers. Guarding the candles on Yom haShoah. 

Menôs Club Sukkah Palooza. Shehechiyanu sung by the High Holiday Choir. Eduated children in our Religious 

School and in our local Jewish Day Schools. Bentsching after Kiddush every Shabbat. Celebrating our fiftieth 

birthday all together with something for everyone! 
 

Happy Birthday OJC! Ad meah v-esrim (to 120) and beyond!      

Rabbi Paula Mack Drill 

Orangetown Jewish 

Center 

The Dr. Richard and Jana 

Adelson Campus 

Shaliach  
November 2009 

Cheshvan Kislev 5770 

5770ammuz 5769 

http://www.theojc.org/
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How to Reach Us 

 
Synagogue Officeééééééééééééééééé. Phone # 845-359-5920ééééééééé.. Fax # 845-398-1646 
  Office@theojc.org 
Administratorééééééééééééééééééé. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Bookkeeperéééééééééééééééééééé Helen Barnettééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 107 
Office Assistant/Donationsééééééééééééé Maureen Scolloééééééééééé......845-359-5920 ext. 108 
 
Rabbiééééééééééééééééééééééé Craig Schefféééééééééééééé 845-359-5920 ext. 3 
Associate Rabbiéééééééééééééééééé Paula Mack Drilléééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 8 
Cantor..................................................................................Noam Ohring.................................................845-359-5920 ext. 105 
School/Educational Directoréééééééééééé.. Sandra Borowskyééééééééééé..845-398-3982 ext. 110 
Youth Directorééééééééééééééééééé Sharon Rappaportééééééééééé845-623-2990 
 
Presidentééééééééééééééééééééé. Glenn Hirshéééééééééééé.......  845-365-3096 
1

st
 Vice Presidentééééééééééééééééé.. Kim Lori Sokolééééééééééééé845-398-2910 

Vice Presidentééééééééééééééééééé Jeffry Horowitz   éééééééééééé 845-353-8996 
Vice PresidentéééééééééééééééééééAmy Nelson..................................................  201-784-0968 
Treasurerééééééééééééééééééééé. Bob Kleinberger............................................ 845-624-1410 
Financial Secretaryéééééééééééééééé...Fran Mintzer-Dolberéééééééééé. .201-307-8776 

Recording Secretaryéééééééééééééééé Hara Hartman....................................... 845-634-6093 

Corresponding SecretaryééééééééééééééMarc Levineéééééééééééé........845-398-3645 
 
Book of Life Donationsééééééééééééééé Renee Priceééééééééééééé.....845-634-7244 
Book of Remembranceééééééééééééééé Helen Atlaséééééééééééééé..845-359-4030 
Bulletin Editorééééééééééééééééééé Judy Cohenéééééééééééééé.845-359-5923 
Calendarééééééééééééééééééééé.. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Catering/Kiddushiméééééééééééééééé. Krista Bohnéééééééééééééé. 845-359-5920 ext. 2 
Cemetery Co-Chairéééééééééééééééé.. Abe Barbashéééééééééé.ééé. 845-735-7226 
Cemetery Co-Chairéééééééééééééééé... Arthur Sandersééééééééééé.é..845-638-0473 
Facility Chairééééééééééééééééééé.. Eli Josephséééééééééééééé.845-365-1563 
Associate Facility Chairéééééééééééééé.. Dave Kalanéééééééééééééé.. 845-359-6314 
Food Pantry Co-Chairééééééééééééééé.. Cedine Issmanééééééééééééé845-359-5207 
Food Pantry Co-Chairééééééééééééééé.. Susan Kleinéééééééééééééé 845-354-3653 
Israeli Affairsééééééééééééééééééé.. Jeffry Horowitzéééééééééééé.. 845-353-8996 
Israeli Affairsééééééééééééééééééé.. Allen Levinsonéééééééééééé.. 201-934-9254 
Legal Co-ChairéééééééééééééééééééArthur Sanderséééééééééééé. 845-638-0473 
Legal Co ChairéééééééééééééééééééIrwin Portnoyééééééééééééé..845-562-1028 
Membership Recruitment Co-Chairééééééééé. Esther Berkowitzéééééééééééé845-517-4904 
Membership Recruitment Co-Chairééééééééé. Evelyn Winikofféééééééééééé. 845-358-2564 
Men's Club Presidentééééééééééééééé.. Bart Bookmanééééééééééééé 845-942-2736 
OJC Directoryééééééééééééééééééé.Janet Milleréééééééééééééé. 845-359-7647 
OJC Directoryééééééééééééééééééé.Andrea Sherman..ééééééééééé..845-634-2256 
Publicity/Advertising......................................................................................................................................................... 
Ritual Chairéééééééééééééééééééé. Ken Lefféééééééééééééééé845-353-8668 
Ritual Co-Chair...................................................................Jonathan Cohen............................................201-767-6001 
Ritual Committee/ Bar/Bat Aliyah Listsééééééé.. Lloyd Fishmanééééééééééééé201-476-9668 
School Board Co-PresidentéééééééééééééHara Hartmanééééééééééééé..845-634-6093 
School Board Co-President/éé.éééééééééé..Sharon Aachéééééééééééé.é..201-476-1050 
Sisterhood Co-Presidentéééééééééééééé.Cindy Levineééééééééééééé.. 845-398-3645 
Sisterhood Co-Presidentéééééééééééééé.Cedine Issmanéééééééééééé.. 845-359-5207 
Sisterhood Gift Shopééééééééééééééé. Frieda Seidnerééééééééééééé 845-359-6366 
Social Action/Good & WelfareééééééééééééMadeline Roimisheréééééééééé. 845-359-4846 
Special DuesééééééééééééééééééééFaye Dinowitzééééééééééééé 845-353-1934 
Web Site ï www.TheOJC.org:éééééééééééé.Marc Levineéééééééééééééé845-398-3645 
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 affiliated with the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism. 
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Coming off a spiritual, renewing, and joyous holiday season, I canôt help but reflect back on the 
people who make up our congregation and the love and kindness that you displayed. On behalf 

of Rabbi Scheff, Rabbi Drill, and me, I want to thank all of you for being members of our 

wonderful shul and for making our holiday experience one of true meaning. 

 

As you may remember, Rabbi Scheff celebrated his birthday with us on the first day of Rosh Hashanah, 

followed a few days later by me, and then by Rabbi Drill. I also set up a challenge to see which one of us could 

raise more in contributions in honor of our birthdays. Well, I am happy to report that we were able to raise 

almost $500, with Rabbi Drill beating out Rabbi Scheff by one donation of $5. Sadly, I came in third in the 

contest, but it was not a total loss. On the Shabbat before Yom Kippur, the Wednesday Night Group provided a 

birthday cake for each of us. I am thrilled to report that my cake was the first to be eaten, followed by Rabbi 

Scheffôs cake. There may still be a slice of Rabbi Drillôs cake in the dairy refrigerator if anyone is hungry. 

 

The following people made donations in our honor: 

 

Tova & Barry Adesnik  Barbara Brumer           Sheila Bunin 

Judy & Marty Cohen   Jonathan Drill (I wonder who he donated for)      Adele Garber 

Ronna & Steven Goldberg  Ruby & Ron Hirsch           Karl Itzkowitz 

Roslyn & Sidney Katz  Roslyn Kremin           Gabi & Mati Lewy 

Michele & Bob Kleinberger  Judy & Jerry Marenoff          Arlene & Gil Marin 

Lita Mustacchi   Eileen & Barry Rogers          Sandy & Michael Ross 

Mimi & Mel Rosenstock  Estelle Sollish            Judy & Bob Umlas 

Sherri & Tom Williger 

 

Thank you to all who participated in this challenge and to the Wednesday Night group who provided us with 

delicious desserts for our Shabbat Kiddush. 

 

As we are about to celebrate our 50
th
 anniversary, it is because of you, my fellow OJC members, that OJC 

continues to be a very special place. I look forward to celebrating with you in the coming days. 

 

BôShalom and keep smiling, 

Glenn  
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  F  
 

Last Novemberôs article, 2008: It was 7:00am and I was sound asleep when my husband, 

Jack, gently touched me and said, ñSandy, you have to wake up and see this.ò He was right. 

The sunrise was incredible, one of the most beautiful, if not the most beautiful, I had ever 

seen. There were bright pink clouds stretching across the entire horizon against a clear blue 

sky surrounding the High Tor Mountains. It was truly a majestic sight, a visual blessing. 

During the High Holidays, after hearing the 100 blasts of the shofar, I proposed a challenge to myself: in 

addition to the usual meaning of Thanksgiving, on that day, I would say 100 blessings (brachot). Aware of the 

good fortune and many blessings in my life, it seemed like a good thing to do. Knowing I couldnôt say 100 

blessings with just one try, I decided to work each day toward this inspiring goal by reciting more and more 

brachot each day.   

   Fast forward to November 2009: the rhythm of my life has wondrously changed. I donôt have a spare 

minute. I am busy beyond belief; my personal and professional life is VERY full with excitement and 

happiness. So many great events are coming upðmy daughter Jamieôs bridal shower and wedding to our 

wonderful Matthew is this month! I am looking forward to the OJCôs 50th anniversary celebration. What should 

we put into our time capsule to represent Jewish life and the OJC in the year 2009? Where should our children 

bury this treasure? Will the rock garden and the 50 tulips our students plant still be here in the year 2059? I am 

so proud of all the ARK (Acts of Random Kindness) our students shared that fill the walls of our schoolôs 

classrooms that my heart is huge with joy. I am busy planning for the Nursery Schoolôs Rabbi Time, Music 

Program, Story Hour, Community Workersô Visits, and a Thanksgiving Feast. Then, there is the Nursery 

Schoolôs Young Couples Club that is starting to plan eventsðhow very exciting! The Religious School 

childrenôs days are filled with new inspirational learning. Our 5
th
 graders just ñadoptedò a child through the 

Jaffe Institute in Israel. Our Chanukah Boutique and Book Fair, which was a huge success last year, is bigger 

and better this year. Donôt miss this great event. Please mark your calendar for Sunday, November 15th! And 

moreðI am happily teaching two professional development classes on Teaching Strategies in the Inclusive 

Classroom at the Center for Jewish Education of Rockland Educatorsô SeminarðI love to teach J. A house full 

of people for Thanksgiving and more guests for that Shabbatðwhat could be better!   

       Life is glorious! Life is busy! It is the end of a hectic long day, and since the theme of this school year 

in honor of the 50
th
 anniversary of OJC is ARK (Acts of Random Kindness), it would only be proper to thank all 

the people who helped me make it through the day. First, thanks to the waiter who served me caffeinated coffee 

instead of the decaf I requested, because if not for you, I would not be sitting here writing this article at 1am in 

the morning, unable to sleep. Thank you to my daughter, the kallah (bride), who carved out some quality time 

for me at 5:45am this morning before work to remind me that we still have not picked the color of the 

tablecloths. Thanks to my darling husband for composting our vegetable garden in the rain after work last night 

so I got to do laundry at 6:30am. I am appreciative that I didnôt squander the time doing something extraneous 

like sitting and having a cup of coffee in the morning while reading the newspaper. Thank you to the gentleman 

who took my parking spot and forced me to walk an extra 400 feet. You gave me the opportunity to add a 

much-needed impromptu cardio workout before I began my chaotic schedule! Thank you to my Mom, because 

when I share the highlights of my hectic days, she says ñSan, be thankful for every precious moment of your 

wonderful busy life. Take a deep breath. Thank God.ò    

 Maybe I donôt have the time this year to recite 100 blessings but when our amazing students come into 

school with their smiling faces, my heart fills with a million blessings. I thank God for these wonderful Jewish 

children, their parents, our rabbis, our teachers, our OJC community, the congregants, volunteersðI thank God 

for the blessing of the people in my life: my family, my friends, my students, my synagogue community, past 

and present. I think about all the special people in my life who far exceed 100 blessings!   

 May we all have an abundance of blessings every day, may our acts of random kindness make our world 

a better place, and may our Thanksgiving be a time to reflect with sincere gratitude.  
 

Bô Shalom vô Ahava,  

Sandy Borowsky   
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Message from Cantor Ohring 
 

Now that we have prayed, sung, davvened, clapped hands, and even danced together over the course pf Rosh Hashanah/ 

Yom Kippur and Shemini Atzeret and Simchat Torah, I wanted to use my inaugural column in the Shaliach to reflect a 

little on the nature of Jewish prayer. First, I want to offer heartfelt thanks for the warm welcome my family and I have 

received. My wife, Yaffa, and our four children, Geffen, 12, Amichai, 10, Carmel, 7 and Hadar, 3, have been made to 

feel; at home and for that I am deeply grateful. 
 

Rabbi Sir Jonathan Sacks, the Chief Rabbi of Great Britain and the Commonwealth, recently published a new prayer 

book, the Koren Siddur. In his introduction he eloquently writes, ñPrayer is the language of the soul in conversation with 

God. It is the most intimate gesture of the religious life, and the most transformative. The very fact that we pray testifies to 

the deepest elements of Jewish faith: that the universe did not come into existence accidentally, nor are our lives destined 

to be bereft of meaning. . . . In prayer we speak to a presence vaster than the unfathomable universe, yet closer to us than 

we are to ourselves: the God beyond who is also the Voice within.ò 
 

So, how do we make Rabbi Sacksô words relevant? As a cantor, I believe there is something for everyone in the prayers. 

The challenge is to find tefillot (prayers) that strike a chord within us. However, even before we look at the prayer book 

we can pray. We can simply close our eyes and think about issues that are really on our minds. These issues can be 

mundane, such as ñLet me make sure to remember to get my car serviced,ò or more serious. If it stresses us, if it causes 

anxiety, then assume it is a prayer God would want to hear. Before I utter a word of the Shemone Esrei prayer, I try to 

spend a quiet moment reflecting. Alternatively, I might stop amid prayer and use that time to think quietly on what I want 

to say to God today. Talking to God in our own words about our own issues is really what is at its core. In the Talmud, the 

rabbis say, ñEin sicha elah tefilahò (Berachot 26b) or ñPrayer is a form of conversation.ò The reverse can hold true as 

well. Conversation can be a form of prayer. I look forward to seeing you all in shul, where we can pray and sing together 

in unison or, if we want, take a break from the davvening and spend a moment in sincere and quiet contemplation. 
 

 

Youth Group News, by Matt Sanders 
 

Hey, this is Matt Sanders, the USY president for the 2009-2010 year. I would like to tell everyone at OJC about some of 

the exciting things that USY has planned for the coming year and about what we will be partaking in during the next few 

weeks. 
 

One thing that we are very proud of in USY is our growing involvement with the OJC community as a whole. We are 

becoming more involved with the OJC committees. As president, I am attending the Board of Trustees meetings, and 

Lindsay Goldman, our Religion/Education Vice President, is attending Ritual Committee meetings. The increased roles 

for USY board members help us share responsibilities with the older, more established members of the congregation. We 

have an increased influence in the OJC community and we are being given the best chance we have ever had to introduce 

our views and ideas to everyone. This is a big step for us and we hope to show the congregation how useful and 

instrumental we can be in helping the synagogue. 
 

Another step that we are taking this year is our introduction of Mitzvah of the Month. OJC USY will be choosing one 

mitzvah to partake in every month, starting in November and going through the rest of the school year. We hope to make 

as large an impact on society as we possibly can and show how great a role teenagers can take in Tikkun Olam, helping to 

repair the world. For our first mitzvah, we will be hosting a shoe drive at the synagogue. We will be collecting old shoes 

that can still be used and shipping them to Soles 4 Souls, an organization that will bring these shoes to children who need 

them. We are hopeful that through our coordinated efforts, the OJC community can help so many more youth stand tall 

and walk with dignity. 
 

We are also working on developing a more informative and interactive Youth Portion of the OJC web page in our 

continued efforts to go green. We are optimistic that this transformation will evolve through effective planning and much 

cooperation on all ends. 
 

OJC USYers are excited about our increasing role in the OJC community. We  look forward to taking on responsibilities 

and helping our synagogue grow. Most of all, we are looking forward to having fun while at the same time helping the 

Jewish community. 
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OJC LEARNING FOR NOVEMBER 2009  
 

 Journey Group   
Monday, November 2, 11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  

Last chance to join this journey for 5770 u sing text as our guide 
 

Torah nô Treats 
Wednesdays, November 4 at 12:30 p.m. 

Studies in the Book of Prophets with Rabbi Scheff 
 

Rabbiôs Talmud Study Group 
Wednesdays, November 4, 11 and 18 at 7:30 p.m. 

A weekly group study of Talmudic passages with Rabbi Scheff 
 

Text and Context  
Thursdays: 10 a.m. ï 11 a.m., November 5, 12, and 19 

Parashat hashavua (the weekly Torah portion) with Rabbi Scheff 
 

Judaism 101 ï The Mitzvah Initiative  
Thursdays at 7:30 p.m., November 5, 12 and 19 and  

Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m., November 10, 17 and 24 
A re-introduction to Judaism with emphasis on the meaning of ñmitzvahò 

 

Iyyun Tefillah  
Saturday, November 7 at 8:45 a.m. 

An in-depth exploration of the Shabbat liturgy  
 

Monday Morning Midrash  
Monday, November 9 at 11:00 a.m. 

Join Rabbi Drill as we explore the creative lore of our tradition  
  

Friday Night Lecture Series  
Friday, November 20 at 7 p.m. 

Dr. Marty Cohen lectures: ñThe Full Story of the Refugee Ship Exodusò 

 
Biography of God  

Monday, November 30 at 7:30 p.m. 
Explore Jewish perspectives and personal theologies with Rabbi Drill 
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From Ritual: Mitzvah of the Month, by Steve Richter 
 

At a recent meeting of the Ritual Committee, a volunteer was sought to write this new monthly column. Having 

a birth date of June thirteenth (6/13), I consider myself uniquely qualified to accept this honor. I look forward to 

penning this article and hope you enjoy reading it. 
 

The word mitzvah comes from the Hebrew term ñtzavah,ò which means ñcommand.ò God always told Moses to 

ñspeak: to the children of Israel, not ñcommandò them. This shows that God has always given us the choice to 

make the right decision and never told us what to do, but guided us in the right direction and gave us 

opportunities. 
 

There are 248 positive mitzvot (obligations) corresponding to the number of bones and significant organs in the 

human body and 365 negative mitzvot (prohibitions) corresponding to the number of days in the solar calendar. 

This symbolizes the principle that humans were created to perform Godôs will. Some of the mitzvot are easy to 

understand, whereas others are quite complicated. Some of them are considered to be beyond human 

understanding. We do not always follow the mitzvot because we find them to be rationally and morally 

acceptable, but because God knows what is best for us. 
 

Though it may seem that there are a lot of mitzvot to deal with, taking a closer look we see that the 365 negative 

mitzvot are better known as sins. Committing a sin is worse than not performing a positive mitzvah. By 

refraining from the negative mitzvot we are actually fulfilling 365 mitzvot. 
 

Although many of the mitzvot cannot be observed due to the destruction of the Temple, they still retain 

religious significance. There are some commandments that apply only within the land of Israel, some from 

which women are exempt such as tzitzit and tefillin, some depend on the special status of a person in Judaism 

such as a kohen, and others apply only to men or women. 
 

Even though there are many rules and restrictions to completing a mitzvah, and not a generic reward, the 

spiritual connection or stronger bond with God is what one can gain. 
 

Next month: The mitzvah to read the Shema in the morning and at night 
 

 
 

November Bat Mitzvah: Lily Samett 
 

Our lovely and talented Lily will become a Bat Mitzvah on November 7
th
. Lily is a 

distinguished honors student at the South Orangetown Middle School. She is a 

gifted writer who composes poetry. Some of her poems can move you to tears, while 

others will put a big smile on your face. Lily is a loyal friend, a competitive soccer 

player, a cellist, and a world traveler. Her favorite trip, to date, has been to the 

Galapagos Islands. From a very young age, Lily has demonstrated a unique ability to 

argue a point and to defend the underdog. Most importantly, however, she has a 

wonderful heart. 
 

For her Bat Mitzvah project, Lily has decided to assist clients of the Rockland 

Family Shelterðwomen and children who are the victims of domestic violence and 

other crimes. She will be collecting grocery store gift cards that the Shelter will distribute to mothers and 

children trying to build new lives. Lily has also volunteered her time at Shelter events such as their thirtieth 

anniversary celebration and a recent garage sale. 
 

Lily, we love you and are so very proud to have such a kind and caring young woman as our daughter. 
 

Mom, Dad, and Jack, the McMurtrie Samett Family 
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Where youôll always find a friendly face! 
 

 

 
 

 

 
         

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A correction from last month: Thank you to Faye Dinowitz, Rosalie Eckstein, Miriam Neuren  & 

Herman Seidner for  polishing the silver for the High Holidays. We thank you so very much.   
 

Our Paid-Up Membership Dinner was a smashing success as we all learned about wardrobe doôs and 

donôts. Thank you to Sally Kagan and Barbara Rosen for putting this one together ï bravo ladies.  

 

Donôt forget about some wonderful upcoming programming: 

 

Monday November 16
th

 A night with Rabbi Shmuley at New City Jewish Center. Join 

our Sisterhood and the sisterhoods of Congregation Sons of Israel, Montebello Jewish 

Center, Nanuet Jewish Center and New City Jewish Center for this joint program.  
 

Tickets in advance $36 & $40 at the door 
  
Contact Gail Sanders at jsand53@optonline.net or (845) 634-6643 for tickets. 

 
 

 

Monday, December 14
th

   
Sisterhood Antiques Road Show  

Appraisals by Andrew Malin 

Å Family heirlooms 

Å Decorative items 

Å Collectibles 

Come share your stories with us!  

For more information please contact Judi Librot: (845) 623-

7897 / hazelbrook@aol.com or Roz Kremin: (845) 504-

0814 / Rozkrem@aol.com. 

 

For more details on all of our events, please remember to check your mailings, the weekly newsletter 

ñThis Week @ the OJC,ò and the OJC website: http:www.theojc.org. Please support our programs, gift 

shop, and fundraisers. We are here for you and the entire OJC community.  
 

Make the OJC Sisterhood Your Sisterhood!  

Cindy &  Cedine 

mailto:jsand53@optonline.net
mailto:hazelbrook@aol.com
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Menôs Club 
 

 This year, putting up the sukkah was a bigger job than in previous years. 

Almost everything occurred on a Sunday, so we had to start on August 30
th
. 

Labor Day weekend intervened and so we only had September 13
th
 and 27

th
 to 

finish everything.   

 

On September 13
th
, we held the Sukkah Palooza. The construction team, led by Arthur 

Kupferman, got all the bracing and wood lattices up. He was joined by Dan Ames, Marty 

Cohen, Michael Filip, Karl Hess, Jeff Lance, Bruce Machlis, Jack Miller, Larry Rosenberg, and 

Howard Teich. Special thanks to Russell Filip, who followed his fatherôs lead and worked hard. 

 

The team making the paper chain, led by April Kupferman, was trying for a Guinness record. 

Joining her were Ina Filip, Andy Hornstein, Tabea Hornstein, Lisa Rosenberg, and Estelle 

Sollish. The kids who did lots of hard work were Haley Ames, Ilana Cooperman, Jack Filip, 

Russell Filip, Sam Filip, Josh Fink, Leo Hornstein, Cara Kupferman, Julia Kupferman, Sarah 

Machlis, and Emily Rosenberg. 

 

Please note how some of the names repeat in the last two paragraphs. These parents show their 

kids what involvement is all about. 

 

Since the sôchach is usually put on after Rosh Hashanah, we had a problem. We only had the 

morning of erev Yom Kippur to do it. It was miserable, it was raining, and the cornstalks were 

wet, but some intrepid men (and one girl) showed up to save the day. Led by Jack Teadore, they 

got everything up by about noon. Any later might have caused some real issues at home. The 

ñwetbacksò were Jacqueline Pontell, Steve Pontell, Karl Hess, Howard Teich, and Larry Tillis. 

 

Getting involved happens on many levels. On Sunday, October 25
th
 we held another meeting in 

the Hearing Menôs Voices series from the FJMC. This session began a discussion of how our 

relationships with our fathers influence our relationships with our wives and children. Look for 

announcements of future sessions and topics. 

 

The Menôs Club is also beginning a program to help sustain our Bruce Cowen Scholarship. We 

will be supplying flowers for your Shabbat table once a month. Watch for the mailing and help 

us support our youth. 

 

We look forward to seeing you. 
.   
 

 

Bart Bookman,  
Menôs Club President 
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Tanakh Thoughts                          by Marty Cohen 

        
 

 

 

At the time of Hillel, the Hebrew Bible did not exist as a definite, closed set of writings.   

 

As has been demonstrated by the corpus of the now available Dead Sea Scroll materials, there existed in 

Temple days a collection of scrolls containing some works now included in the Bible and some works that were 

eventually eliminated. Even for scrolls that were ultimately adapted as sacred canon, no two Dead Sea scrolls 

seem to be identical. Variations, some very minor and some more significant, are found throughout the writings.   

 

In Hillelôs days, all Jews would have recognized the first section of our present Tanakh, ñthe Torah,ò as 

authoritative. The second section, ñthe Prophets,ò was almost as well accepted, though not held in equal regard 

as the Torah. The final section of todayôs Tanakh, ñthe Writings,ò was still fairly fluid and indeed, even as late 

as Rabbi Akivaôs time (after the destruction of the Temple) debates were still ongoing as to which scrolls to 

include in the sacred canon. 

 

By Hillelôs time, many Jews outside the land of Israel no longer spoke Hebrew well. To accommodate them, 

Jewish scholars translated the scrolls over the course of the third, second and first centuries BCE, into Greek, 

especially for the large and wealthy Jewish community in Egypt. These were collected into a body of literature 

called the Septuagint. Though the residents of the area where the Dead Sea Scrolls were found were definitely 

Hebrew speaking, one of the major surprises of the Scrolls is that many fragments of the Septuagint were found 

among them. For Hebrew-speaking pious individuals to be using such literature (either in Greek or translated 

from the Greek back into Hebrew) proves that the Septuagint was considered authoritative by many, even 

outside of Greek-speaking areas.   

 

The present authoritative Hebrew version of the Bible did not arise until the seventh and eighth centuries of the 

present era. A group of scholars, known as the Masoretes, gathered all the copies of the Bible that they could 

find. They studied these works and eventually issued what they believed to be ñthe original,ò though most 

current scholars will argue that there never was an original Bible and that the various scrolls evolved to their 

present form. The Dead Sea Scrolls were not available to the Masoretes and no doubt some of their conclusions 

would have been different if these works had been included in the variations that they studied. (In fact, we know 

a lot more about the background of many events and processes that shaped ancient Jewish history than did the 

rabbis and scholars of two thousand years ago!) 

 

There is a book that some of you may wish to look into called The Dead Sea Scrolls Bible by Abegg, Flint and 

Ulrich. (Martin Abegg, by the way, played a critical role in breaking the stranglehold that some scholars had 

over the study and long-delayed publication of the Dead Sea Scrolls.) This compares the variations found in the 

Dead Sea Scrolls with the official version used today.  It provides new and different readings and interpretations 

and also some psalms that were lost until recently. 
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 From the Editor: 
 

OJC is turning 50 and everyone is happy about it. When I turned 50 (a very short while ago), the only people 

happy about it were the folks at AARP and the Elderhostel crowd, all of whom began trying to sell me 

something. The descriptions of the Elderhostel trips were nice, but the hearing aids, magnifying eyeglasses, and 

preventatives for those oops moments were not so ay-ay.  
 

But enough about me. Letôs talk about OJC and what I remember about some of the early years. Some of you 

might find it hard to believe that OJC was once a place where people had arguments, board meetings were full 

of contention, rabbis came and went in fairly rapid succession, and the kiddushes were feh. Yes, itôs true. We 

even had people who quit the shul the day after their kidsô Bar Mitzvah parties. Can you imagine that?  
 

Here is a partial compendium of some of the things we can now celebrate the absence of. And yes, I know I 

ended a sentence with a preposition, something a good editor is not supposed to mess around with.  
 

Moving on along, how many of you remember when a woman and an aliyah were like oil and water? They just 

didnôt mix. And a woman wearing a tallit? And something on her head that looks a whole lot more like a kippah 

than a doily? And a directive in our prayer book that tells us where to find the matriarchs in the Amidah if weôre 

so inclined? I could name a number of people who would be barfing up their early bird specials in Florida if 

they could see us now. Weôve come a long way, baby. 
 

Many of us can remember the uncomfortable, non-permanent seats we used to have in the sanctuary. You 

couldnôt fall asleep if you tried. Now we have lovely permanent seats and dozing off is like taking candy from a 

baby. Which reminds me. Sometimes in the old days when we had Bar and Bat Mitzvah celebrations (Bat 

Mitzvahs on Friday evenings only, as Ilisse Perlmutter will attest to [another preposition misplaced]) some of 

the more aggressive congregants among us would throw little packets at the poor children but not like the 

packets we toss today. They threw stuff like stale Tootsie Rolls, sour balls, bullet fragments, and rocks the size 

of tennis balls. And they threw overhand and aimed right for the head. Many were the bleeding little new 

Jewish adults we had to carry off the bimah into the arms of the waiting EMTs who were always at the ready 

every Saturday. 
 

And board meetings? As far as I can remember, there were 70 physical attacks, 41 defenestrations (look that up 

in your Funk & Wagnalls), 39 fires deliberately set under the seats of selected board members, and 12 guided 

missiles aimed at the presidentðall this during the space of one year. I cringe when I think about describing 

board meetings in subsequent years. 
 

We had cantors who couldnôt sing, rabbis who couldnôt rab, and congregants who didnôt want to congregate 

unless they were surrounded by people they had known for years. That was easy back then. We were a local 

synagogue and the people who came from farthest away had to shlep all the way from Blauvelt. Today, we find 

ourselves sitting next to New Jerseyites, Manhattanites, upper and lower Rockland people, and guess what? 

Pretty soon we get to know them all and our terrific circle widens. In the old days, not only was it classy to 

come from Orangetown, but the closer you lived to OJC, the more people watched to see if you walked or drove 

to shul. And they talked about it. (Those were the days, Iôm sorry to say of a somewhat bigger parking lot, but oddly 

enough, it was rarely filled.) 
 

The list goes on. But donôt trust me, because you know from past articles that I have a little tendency toward 

exaggeration that tends to pop up when I write this column. Talk to Henry Rosen, Bernie Schiffmiller, Abe and 

Ruth Barbash, Lita Mustacchi, Dave Kalan, Burt Heller, and a bunch of others whose memories are undimmed 

by age (we hope) and who are probably a whole lot more honest than I am if you really want the truth.  
 

But much more important, look back with fondness, celebrate the present with joy, and look forward to a 

shining future for OJC as we start our next 50 years. 
 

Judy Cohen 
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Don't miss the deadline to be a part of the 50th Anniversary 
Celebration! 

Mail your RSVP today - Digital ad forms due November 1st  
(a copy of the RSVP can be found on page 15) 

Anniversary wall inscription due November 1st 

Ford Focus Raffle Tickets are selling out quickly.  Buy yours 
today ! 

Any questions Please contact Marc Levine at Marc.Levine@theojc.org or (845)-398-3646 

We invite you to share in our 50th anniversary milestone as we celebrate with the OJC and our 

honorees: Bernie Schiffmiller, Kim Lori & Howard Sokol & family and Leslie & Allen Levinson & 
family .Whether you come for  Kabbalat Shabbat Dinner,  Shabbat Morning, the Gala Cocktail 
Reception, Neil Bergõs ò100 Years of Broadwayó or the òL'Dor VadorñOne Generation to the 
Nextó Anniversary Party afternoon, there is something for everyone. 
 

 
As our weekend draws near don't miss your chance to be inscribed on the Anniversary Wall 

Display. The Anniversary Wall display offers everyone an opportunity to participate in our 
celebration but this is only available for this celebration.  In order for your name to be inscribed 
on the plaque, your gift MUST be received by November 1, 2009. 

For more information please contact Marc Levine at marc.levine@theojc.org or (845) 398-3646 or 

Andrea Weinberger at andrea.weinberger@theojc.org or (845) 642-5984.  

Journal ad forms, donor information, and the 50th anniversary artwork rendering are now online at 
www.theojc.org/50years.htm. 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102772760657&s=769&e=001h7TOZwTeeU4rT0uIHohIeXnFIx4MQV7wE_6CHf6G_ZGZPs-s2AtRxBvpEJCSlWr4k4xo3nJy3VVFuaxvrf_QRSmAPvJ0MqzTx9uZ9LhOS90YKHNwalqXp3_04jvIwj6YpnBzkt3GlS3KI3LpdJjfzfK_MpFV3o-TnAkoKjUbap0ilfTNlAlaNTHm9qo0_KiFNuQBpLP5tqMQp0ukJwbHbQ==
mailto:Marc.Levine@theojc.org
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102772760657&s=769&e=001h7TOZwTeeU7OjiAFhSh0FaEmCpMbk3YU2lahToePrTyYJWu-yjKwLJ6Btbdi9YhMEi8fj8wAmPfvrHp0Ofk2lmoOZNhIFCql4_FnY557t1bCv-Wl_eV7fjlEkw3U6OvoR1xo6qDIEeRxOmrPsRuY3sx0-WZYnJrMq_KTaTKeTNqOaGMzR5eJTBe-6jNNyblkY8DXwKu8-SzzIjj6rbZAqg==
mailto:marc.levine@theojc.org
mailto:marc.levine@theojc.org
mailto:andrea.weinberger@theojc.org
mailto:andrea.weinberger@theojc.org
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Digital Journal Ad Form  / 50th Anniversary Wall Inscription Form  

In addition to the inscription on the 50th Anniversary display and other events as defined by 

contribution, each member gift will include a digital journal ad. This is your chance to recognize 
not only the OJC 50th Anniversary but also our honorees: Bernie Schiffmiller, Howard and Kim 
Lori Sokol and family and Allen and Leslie Levinson and family.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please mail this form with your check payable to OJC, 
8 Independence Avenue, Orangeburg, New York 10962. 

 
Suggestions for submitting ads:  Please print handwritten ads clearly. Please do not use borders. 
Faxes are not acceptable as artwork. If you have a logo or artwork that needs to be included, please 
e-mail. When attaching business cards do not tape or staple. E-mailed ads can include color and 
should be sent as either a pdf or Word document to:  
 
Andrea Weinberger at andrea.weinberger@theojc.org or Marc Levine at marc.levine@theojc.org 
 
50th Anniversary Wall Display Inscription: 
Please print how you would like your name inscribed. (ex. Mr. and Mrs. Henry Gilbert or The Gilbert 

Family) 

 

Inscription: 
 
 
 

 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102772760657&s=769&e=001h7TOZwTeeU4rT0uIHohIeXnFIx4MQV7wE_6CHf6G_ZGZPs-s2AtRxBvpEJCSlWr4k4xo3nJy3VVFuaxvrf_QRSmAPvJ0MqzTx9uZ9LhOS90YKHNwalqXp3_04jvIwj6YpnBzkt3GlS3KI3LpdJjfzfK_MpFV3o-TnAkoKjUbap0ilfTNlAlaNTHm9qo0_KiFNuQBpLP5tqMQp0ukJwbHbQ==
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A limited quantity of r affle tickets are on sale now for the chance to win a  

 

2010 Ford Focus SE - 3 Year Lease 

 sponsored by  

 

Schultz Ford Lincoln Mercury of Nanuet  

& 
 

The Comfort  Inn & Suites of Nanuet.  

$50.00 a ticket 

A limit of 360 tickets will be sold ð and tickets are moving fast. 

The winner will be called the evening of November 7th. Don't miss out! 

To buy raffle tickets please contact Marc Levine at marc.levine@theojc.org or (845) 398-3646.   

50th Anniversary Auction News 
From Yankees to Knicks,  

From Lincoln Center to the USS Intrepid,  

From Yoga, Pilates, and Gym Memberships to 1-on-1 training sessions,  

From Bar/Bat Mitzvah Lessons to Fashion Consulting to Computer Consulting,  

From Artwork to Jewelry, to Ethan Allen furniture, 

From a weekend apartment in the city to a Vegas Vacation package: 

There will be something for everyone.  

This is one auction you are not going to want to miss!! 

 
100 Years of Broadway 

T ickets  for Neil Bergõs ò100 Years of Broadwayó are moving very quickly. 
Please be sure to contact Amy Nelson at (201) 370-4580 or 
noanker@optimum.net to order yours today.  

mailto:marc.levine@theojc.org
mailto:marc.levine@theojc.org
mailto:noanker@optimum.net
mailto:noanker@optonline.net
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SAVE THE DATE  
 

Sunday, November 15, 2009  
11:00 a .m. -  3:00 p.m.  

                                                   
OJCõs Religious School 

Chanukah Boutique and Scholastic Book Fair 
 

                                      Cash and checks (made out to the OJC) accepted 
 

For more information contact Staci  Gelb (845) 708 -2312 or 

stacihgelb@hotmail.com  
 

 
 

     NEFESH Nurturing Education for Families and Exceptional Students ï Halleluyah!            

      

                   
     

The Role of Diet and Nutrition and Its Impact on Learning 
Monday, December 7, 2009 at 8:00 P.M. 

Meet Nutritional Specialist, Kim Schultz-Ferrentino 
 

Discover why nutritionists say a lack of good nutrition can lead to learning disabilities as well as behavioral and 

growth problems. 
 

Many doctors, naturopathic physicians and nutritionists acknowledge that there is a link between these issues 

and poor nutrition. Addressing these problems can lessen the symptoms of various disorders, and, in some 

cases, symptoms may be eliminated altogether.   

 

Kim Schultz-Ferrentino educates adults and children about the proper foods to eat and supplemental nutrition 

necessary to improve overall health and well-being. 
 

Refreshments served. 
To RSVP, or for more information, please contact Sandra Borowsky, MS.Ed.,  

at (845) 398-3982 or at ojcschool@gmail.com. 

Learn about programs, resources and support for Jewish children with 
disabilities and their families. 

 

The Orangetown Jewish Center is presenting a series of speakers 
who will discuss how to foster the educational, spiritual, social and 

cultural aspects of children with exceptionalities throughout our 
community. 

 
 

mailto:ojcschool@gmail.com
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Mitzvah Day!  

Sunday, November 22, 2009  
Watch your mail in early November for schedule of events! 

 

Mitzvah Day is full day of community projects and activities for 

congregants and families of all ages and interests. Itôs a great day to 

meet OJC members while performing mitzvot.   

 

Projects include visiting with residents of group homes and senior 

residences; various craft projects for patients in our community and 

in Israel; childrenôs craft activities for special needs children in Israel; OJC and town park 

clean-up and beautification; recording childrenôs books for patients; decoratively packaging the 

various donations collected on Mitzvah Day to benefit soldiers, the needy in our community 

and in Israel; feeding the Mitzvah Corps; preparing and serving breakfast to homeless people in 

NYC; collecting, packing, delivering and cooking for the needy in our community; repairing 

our prayer books. 
 

There will be a Blood Drive at the OJC on Mitzvah Day. Call Beverly Yarkon (845) 354-8521 

to donate, to make phone calls, and to help during the drive. 
 

Please call Fran Friedman (845) 398-8159 or Carol Blau (845) 365-0543 to volunteer for the 

Breakfast Run to New York City and to help shop and prepare food in advance.  
 

Please save the following items for collection on Mitzvah Day: 
 

Winter coats of all sizes, warm hats and gloves for People to People and the Nyack Homeless 

Project, hotel size toiletries, individually packaged candies, infant notions (diapers, bibs, 

washcloths, Q-tips, powder, lotions, etc.), gently used towels and bedding (twin size only) for 

Rockland County Family Shelter, new or gently used childrenôs books for recording for Bikur 

Cholim, old cell/mobile phones to be refurbished for clients of family shelters for emergency 

911 calls, new toys for Chanukah to be distributed by Jewish Family Services, and a donation to 

the Jewish Community Food Pantry of coffee, tea, canned potatoes. 

 
ALSO, 

 

Very warm adult winter coats, hats and gloves, heavy quilts, new packages of menôs underwear, 

toothbrushes and toothpaste will be donated to the homeless in NYC during our Breakfast Run.  

These items only, please, can be brought to the OJC after November 8. All other items are to 

be brought on Mitzvah Day! Thanks.  
 

We need you!  
Please call us to volunteer! 

Fran Friedman (845) 398-8159 and Diana Hess (845) 639-3295 
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HAZAK IS ON THE 

ROAD AGAIN! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for an exciting visit to 

The Metropolitan Museum of Art in NYC  
This will include a private docent-led tour of museum highlights 

 

Tuesday, December 1, 2009 
 

Buses will leave from OJC at 9:15 AM sharp 

Return at approximately 3:30 

Lunch will be on your own 
 

Donation: $45.00 for OJC members, $55 for non-members on a waiting list. 

 

For information contact:  

Mimi Rosenstock: (845) 352-6770 or 

Jack Boris: (845) 359-6426 

 

Please complete the form below and send with check made out to The OJC  

by NOVEMBER 17, 2009 
To: The OJC, 8 Independence Avenue, Orangeburg, NY 10962 

Att: Jack Boris  

 

 

Name(s) ______________________________________________ 

 

Amount enclosed ______________________________________ 
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Sisterhood, in conjunction with the Religious School, is once again running the library 
during Religious School hours: 10:30 am for nursery school and 4:30 pm for K-2. This 
program was a great success last year and our children and our volunteers enjoyed it 
very much.  
 

Volunteers are needed to help 
  

check out books 
read to the children 
maintain the library 

 

 
 

Please complete the form below and mail to: 
Lydia Katz, 6 Beckett Court, Chestnut Ridge, NY 10952 

 

For questions please call Lydia at (845) 352-2406 or (845) 548-5632 (cell) 
Or e-mail: MeemaK@aol.com (please put òlibraryó in the subject line) 

 

Name: ___________________ Phone:_________________ 
 

Dates available:  ________________ Job Preferred:_____________________ 
 

Dates available: 
November 18, 2009 
December 9, 2009 
January 13, 2010 

February 10, 2010 
March 10, 2010 
April 7, 2010 
May 5, 2010 

 

Other flexible dates and times are available for library maintenance. 

mailto:MeemaK@aol.com
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Bimah Flower Fund 
 

Many thanks to the families and individuals who contributed to the Bimah Flower Fund and helped beautify 

our sanctuary for the High Holidays. 

 

Tova, Barry & Talya Adesnik          Nina & Marvin Asch & family          Helen & Edward Atlas 

Fern Barak & Ari           Gloria & Melvin Berg           Steven, Linda, Pearl & Ian Berkowitz 

Helen, Stanley & Deborah Blum     Eileen, Bart & Blaire Bookman          Barbara Brumer 

Reva Cohen            Douglas & Barbara Cypes & family   Marilyn & Brent Enison & family 

Margo & Michael Furst          Adele Garber             Ronna, Steve & Brian Goldberg 

Elaine & Jeffrey Heck & family      Sally & Elliot Heller & family           Ruth & Karl Hess 

Ron & Ruby Hirsch           Rosina & Glenn Hirsh & family         Sara (Simmie) Jacobs 

Rhea & Murray Jacobs          Judy Josephs            Lynn & David Kamchi 

Charlene Kaplan           Lydia & Lou Katz           Judy & David Klein & the boys 

Jonathan & Robyn Lefcourt            Arthur LeMay            Lois & Bob Lesserson 

 & family           Cindy, Marc, Cara, Emily &          Leslie & Allen Levinson & family 

Gabi & Maty Lewy                   Jordyn Levine           Judith & Irwin Librot 

Ehrlich & Malin families          Arlene & Ross Moskowitz &           Rhonda & Michael Plawner 

The Loren Plotkin family           family             Barbara & Jack Rosen & daughters 

Madeline & Herb Roimisher          Phyllis & Ira Rosenkrantz          Mimi & Mel Rosenstock 

 & family           Roberta & Phil Rothenstein          Helen & Walter Sadowsky 

Daniel & Ellie Salmon & family     Gail & Jeff Sanders           Amy & Dan Schwartz 

Sharon, Michael & Robert          Shelly & Zachary Sirotowitz          Maxine & Marc Skopov 

            Siegel            Estelle Sollish            Naomi & Jeffrey Steinberg 

Nina & Peter Tarley           Rhonda & Jack Teadore & family      Ronald M. & Gail T. Walerstein 

The Weinberger family          Rita Weissberg & family          Beverly & Barry Yarkon 

Audree & Arthur Yorkes 
    

 

High Holy Day Choir 
 

Once again, kudos to our High Holy Day Choir for enhancing our services for the holidays. Special thanks to 

Cantor Noam Ohring for easing in so effortlessly and bringing vitality and warmth to our sanctuary. Our choir 

members are Sopranos: Mara Frankel, Shay Frey, Nohra Leff, Nancy Steckler, Hayley Teich, Melodie Teich, 

and Jeannie Weiner; Altos: Barbara Goldenberg, Marilyn Hazan, Dawn Kitz, Arlene Nathan, Sharon Sanders, 

and Kim Lori Sokol; Tenors: Jonathan Lesserson and Jeff Weiss; Basses, Ken Leff and Michael Scolnick. Ken 

Leff doubles as choir director and does so with aplomb. 
 

 

Book of Remembrance 
 

Thank you to the ever-careful members of the Book of Remembrance committee, ably chaired by Helen Atlas. 

Members are Sheila Bunin, Judy Cohen, Helen Kuttner, Janet Miller, Roz Portnoy, Maddie Roimisher, and 

Shelly Sirotowitz. 
 

 

More Thanks 
 

This appears to have turned into a general thank-you page, in which case thank you to everyone in the OJC 

family for being you. Have a splendid year! 
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