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The Rabb¥ Desk: The Mitzvah Initiative

More than ninety rabbis, cantors, educators and laypeople from around the country gatheréehasihe
Theological Seminary this past June to be trained for the Mitzvah Initiative, which will be launched in more
than fifty Conservative congregations this coming year. Rabbi Scheff and | were at that training and we a
proud to say that the OJC wilebamong those fifty synagogues. The Mitzvah Initiative, conceived of by
Chancellor Arnie Eisen and developed by JTS faculty, is a unique program of conversation, study ar
experience.

This year, we wi || gat her 0 ar lauconmarid$ s and syl whai spéaksrandhdoes ot
speak to us in Jewish practice and observance; and how we conceive or do not conceive of God as Commander. We will
encounted through study and observaiicenitzvot selected from the broad range of comdmaants that Jews have practiced
through a combination of obedience, obligation, responsibility, loyalty to ancestors or community, and love of Torah and God

We hope that students will emerge from the yearlong program with a commitment to greaterl perdonallective

observance, stronger bonds to the members of our community, and an enhanced appreciation of Conservative Judaism. The
of the Mitzvah Initiative is for Conservat i veriedoaimshese o
terms, in this way of thinking about Judaism and humani

The OJC is uniquely poised to undertake the Mitzvah Initiative. The vision dovetails with the exciting aspirations Rébbi Sche
shaed last May in this column about how our synagogue caebilah kedoshgh a hol y communi ty. H
believe that wanting and expecting our community to be dénanere observant, more learned, more ca¥itgpds us
individually on a path ofjreater growth, connection and meaning . . . Moreover, building community through shared aspiratio
and appreciation means that we never have to lose indiyv
enough. 0 Bef orreducsdto thedviitzvah iitiativie, RabbitScheff articulated for our community the goals of the
program.

The Mitzvah Initiative will impact our community in many ways, with connections to our Welcoming, Ritual and Caring
Committees. You can participate elitly in the Mitzvah Initiative by learning with us on three Thursday evenings per month, in
Judaism 101, where we will talk about the big questions, study the texts, and connect to the experiences. Classes commen
Thursday, October 8, at 7:30 pm. Whioould attend? Knowledgeable, experienced congregants who want to figure out the
whyodéds behind the what 6s. Beginners just starting out o
holiday ritual but are filled with excitement abowtddism. Spiritual people who are not yet Jews but are interested in study
toward conversion. Lifelong learners who are ready for the next great class. You?! Consider joining us at the opening clas
check it out and see wbtaure thattydu svanetd commat o @ yetir ofdeareimg. i f youdr e

This month we complete the reading of the Book of Devarim, the final book of our Torah. Throughout this entire book, Mos|
continually reminds the Israelites of all that God teaches in this T@fabn the Israelites cross over the Jordan and enter the
Promised Land, they will hear the echoes of Mosheb6s voi
when we hear the Torah, we too strive to continue hearing Moshe remmding caj ol i ng, his urgi
words. Chancellor Eisen has envisioned a way for us to enhance our comprehensibhekibs invited us to do more than
strain to listen. He has invited us to bring our opinions and ideas to the convessatiin this way take the message of the
Torah deeply and completely into our lives. In this new year, | invite you to join us on the journey!

Léshana tova! May it be a vy
Rabbi Paula Mack Dirill
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From the President’s Pen

\3,,$9 It 6s hard to believe that another year is a
' »3

1 {&é’ year as well as the beginning of the holiday season. It also celebrates the birth aldh&wio
~ % this year is not just any year, since we have something to celebrate. OJC is turning 50!

On the weekend of November 6th we are planning an eventful celebration beginning with a communi
Shabbat dinner on Friday night, followed by a Saturday mgrB8habbat service that should not be missed, a
Havdalah service that will be spiritual and uplifting, and a Saturday night event like no other. To finish off th
weekend, we are going to throw a huge birthday party on Sunday morning, with fun and gathesahole
family. Please check your mail and email over the next couple of weeks for more detalils.

The focus of the weekend will be a celebration of OJC, its history and its congregants, with a vision toward t
next 50 years. We will also take the opjnity to honor a few of our current members who do so much for our

community. Bernie Schiffmiller, our local shul historian and minyan maven, tops the list of honorees. He h:
been a member of OJC for almost 50 years, and has always been involved @it @e way or another. He

is thoroughly deserving of our admiration, and | am thrilled that he has accepted our call to honor. In addition
Bernie, Allen and Leslie Levinson and their three children will be honored, along with Kim Lori and Howarc
Sokd and their three children. Both the Levinsons and the Sokols give so much to our OJC community and
the greater Jewish community and are certainly worthy of our praise. | thank each honoree for allowing us
show our appreciation on what is going tof@leulous OJC weekend.

Rosh Hashanah begins on the eve of September 18th, just a few short weeks from now. On September :
Rabbi Scheff celebrates the birth of the world on the same day that he celebrates his own birthday. Two d
later, | celebrate snbirthday and on the very next day, Rabbi Drill celebrates hers. As you can see, Rabl
Scheff, Rabbi Drill, and | have a lot to celebrate and we get to do it all with you, our OJC family.

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, | wish all of you a Shana.TovMay t hi s year 6s dr e
realities.

Enjoy the summer!

B6Shal om, and keep smilin

Glenn Hirsh




From Ritual: Let’'s Keep Our Blessings Straight

Well, the summer is over, the date being August 2nd as | sit down to top pcompose

this treatise. How do | know summer is over? Birds flying south? Leaves turning red~
Nope. Email from Judy Cohen, our editan-chief, berating me for not having my article in
yesterday. Actually, | knew about turning in my article yesterds | sat in shul, but it
would be sacrilegious to write a ritual column on Shabbat. (By the way, my computer say
that is the correct spelling of sacrilegiBusan someone pleasen®il me explaining why it is not
sacreligious?)

Judy, | really did thinkup a topic for my article as | sat in services yesterday (yes, it is acceptable to THINK
about a ritual column on Shabbat). The topic was pretty good, actually. After observing one more person cal
to the Torah mix up the blessing before and the blessdieg the Torah reading, | decided | would get to the
bottom of why one blessing is said before and on
use my column to give everyone a way to remember which is which. | figured there wmeididesm a good
rabbinical fight in days of yore that resulted in a compromise, which has now been brought to our generat
carved in stone.

To save you the trouble of running for your prayer book, the first blessing thanks God for choosing us from
the peoples of the world to receive the Torah. The second thanks God for putting the Torah of truth a
everlasting life in our midst.

Anyway, | raced to my trusted source of Jewish knowledge this m@r@apgle. But the rabbis and Hebrew
scholars at Godg failed to come up with the answer to this-adge mystery. Actually, to be fair to Google, it
came up with 4,010,000 postings under the search
4,010,000 postings, | probably would have hagdanswer. | only had the patience to look at the ten on the first
page. | did learn that just about every synagogue in the Ergglisshiking world has either a recording or step
by-step instructions for aliyahs posted on the Internet. Also, the best atfomon that first page was on a
website called hebrew4christians.com. Go figure.

So the mystery will remain unsolved for now. The good part about this topic is that | managed to get a whe
ritual column out of it anyway, even though | had nothing fo@athe subject. Maybe one of our rabbis will
adopt the subject and expand upon it at services on the High Holidays this year. | do, however, feel guilty
getting you to read this far into my ritual column and giving you no new insight into JudaidnilBleave

you with what | have found to be the best way not to mix up the two blessings. This is the method | have us
since the day of my bar mitzvah, and all of my readers are hereby given license to follow my secret techniqu
have found that evg time | go up to the bimah there is a lafgét card on the table on which are written the
two blessings. My method? | put my finger on the first blessing and, following the words with my finger,

This being the first and last ritual column before Rosh Hashanah, | probably should have written something
the High Holiday them® but you try writing about Rosh Hashanah in August (even worse, | really should have
written this article in July). Suffice it to say, the best wishes of me, my Matera, my co-chair Jonathan
Cohen (hmm, why candét Judyds son Jon face these
are extended to all of our congregamisd sweet, healthy, prosperous, and happy new year!!

Ken Leff
Ritual Chair

P.S. We are now looking for additional people with energy and ideas to join the Ritual Committee this ye:
Donoét miss out'! I f you ar itdee,iplaasescontast Kend845) 85368 or me, w o |
Jonathan (201) 768001.



From the Edpucational Director’s Desk

Shalom Chaverim,

| hope you had a relaxing and productive summer. People often ask me what | did on my summe
vacation. | 1@ nhat h gotpt sfeeptlater tisah my usual 6:30am wgkbuzz and read the

4 ' newspaper with my coffee. | had fewer evening meetings and dinner was on the table on time (instead
7:30 p.m. I|ke on Religious School nights). | am now a Sudoku expert, cgddrge part of the Erie Canal Rail Trail on our
tandem with my hubby, and spent a week at the beach with family and friends. Sounds great, right? It was!

Educational Directors DO work all summer. | had the privilege of overseeing the most adoesddboplers at our terrific
Kiddie Kamp. Nothing is as marvelous as watching our children splash in the pools in the front yard at the OJC, shari
Shabbat on a picnic table outdoors, joining them on a bug hunt, and watching their little legs runoonethéedd! | got to
recruit and meet our many new, wonderful Religious School families and share with them the joys of being a part of ¢
synagogueds school and community. The summer provided
evaluate programs from the past year, work on creative programming for the new school year, review and select textbooks,
and train new faculty, and create professional development opportunities for our teaching staff. It was a time to communic
with  parents about their children and their Jewish educa
our children with exceptionalities, and plan for appropriate developmental educational opportunities that will foster joyfl
sucess for every child in our school. In the summer, | also prepare the orientations for faculty and opening day for @r stude
write new grants and grant evaluations for the past year, and prepare all the schedules, handbooks, class rosters,
assignmats, curriculum guidelines, and anything else that will make the start of the year go smoothly. Parents will recei
Back to School packets with all these details.

| always study in the summer and attended an alumni seminar of the Leadership InstiDategi@gational Principals and a
conference sponsored by MANAJE, the Midantic New Alternatives for Jewish Education. Both were extraordinary
opportunities that provided networking and enhanced my personal Jewish journey and my vision for the flenishof
education. My favorite summer pastime is reading. | read every spare moment all summer. | especially try to catch up
popular fiction and the latest trends in education.

According to the National Staff Development Council, what Educational tonethink, say and do profoundly affects the
guality of teaching and learning in a school. It is my great privilege to develop a truly effective educational progtam for o
childrerd the future of Judaism. | have thought a lot this summer about whatfkiegve we want our children to be.

First, ités important for our children to be grateful
generous God. Simply, they should thank God for making them Jews. Second, | want oan ¢hile joyful, singing Jewish
songs and dancing Jewish dances with unabashed passion. | want them to know the serenity of sitting in the sukkal on bea
autumn days and the wild merriment of Purim. Third, | want our children to be moral Jews whe defiréte sense of right

and wrong, who see acts of righteousness not only as nice things to do but as mitzvot, commandments from God. | want the
be good Jews who will stand against injustice and help the less fortunate. Fourth, | want theneratdddivs who can pray

and read Hebrew, know our history and the works of Jewish wisdom: the Torah, Talmud, Midrash and books of Jew
philosophy. Fifth, 1 want them to be feeling Jews who will help all Jews in need, whether in Rockland, Bergengwstjn Sd

|l srael. When they hear #fAHati kvaho | want tears toofee! |

ill at ease when they see the suffering of others like in Darfur and know that as Jews they cannot stand idhyebg, do

their fellow human beings. Sixth, | want our children to be holy Jews who realize the world cannot be treated as disposable
must be treated as sacred. | want them to know the pleasure of observing Shabbat, the joys of our holidaysraddebgs chic

our life-cycle events. | know | want a lot for our children. WHY NOT?

| look forward to a great year of teaching, learning, caring and sharing your journeys as we experience the joys of Juda
together. | am always available to share youiraspns for your children and input, to answer questions, or just to chat.

Parents are our Partners! Learn Torah, Live Torah and Pass It On with Love!
Connection + Commitment = Community + Continuity

The first day of Religious School is Thursday, ®efber 10th for gradesBand Wednesday, September 16th for gradés K
Lehitraot, See you soon! Shanaf770Tova u6 Mitukah. Happy

Sandy Borowsky



THE ORANGETOWN JEWISH CENTER
NURSERY SCHOOL

/ ‘I}
IS now reglsterlng for 2009

Fun, Creative, Developmental Secular and Jewish Curriculum
Literacy, Art, Science, Math, Music and Library Programs,
Special time with our Rabbis, Shabbat, Holidays and more. . .
The personal attention each child deserves!
Create, Explore, Discover, and Experienc e
Build Self - Esteem and Make New Friends

A

Loving and Nurturing Staff 0 Great Student/Teacher Ratio
Affordable Tuition/ Flexible Schedules/ Extended Days
Member Discount/ Free Memberships for New Enrollees
TERRIFIC TWOS - 2 AND 3 DAY A WEEK OPTIONS
THRILLING THREES - 3 DAYS A WEEK, EXTENDED DAYS AVAILABLE
FABULOUS FOURS- 5 DAYS A WEEK, EXTENDED DAYS AVAILABLE

AFTERNOON ENRICHMENT- MONDAYd FRIDAY NOON to 2PM
Reading Readiness, Cooking, Messy Play, Science Experiments

STARTING IN OCTOBER

Opportunities for  children ages 12 months to 2 years old to learn, play, sing and socialize together
BABY N& WEINESDAYS from 100 10:45AM
BUBBE/ZAYDE and MESG WEDNESDAYS from 116 11:45AM

MOMA Mornings Out for Mom: a monthly social program for new mothers with babies from
birth to 12 months old. Guest speakers will discuss topics including our spiritual well-being,
parenting, emergency first aid, nutrition, and fun activities.

EVERYONE IS WELCOME! TELL YOUR FRIENDS!

JOIN US FOR A FREE CLASS AND TOUR OF OUR SCHOOL!
Please cal Sandra Borowsky, MS.Ed, Educational Director,
at (845) 398 -3982, ext. 110 to RSVP, register, or for more information.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE at www.theojc.org

Donét forget t o save your Gener al

Religious Sc h o o | : We get cash for our

a deposit box i n the school Wi ng

S

s



OJC ONGOING LEARNING AT A GLANCE
September 2009 and Beyond

Text and Context
Thursdays: 10 a.nd.11 a.m., September 3, 10 and 24
Parashat hashavua (the weekly Torah portion) with Rabbi Scheff

Torah né Treats
Wednesdays, September 9 and 23 at 12:30 PbEASE NOTE NEW TIME)
Studlies in the Book of Prophets with Rabbi Scheff

New to the OJC This Year:

Heshbon haVefesh

Tuesdays, September 8 and 15 at 7:30 p.m.
Taking stock with Rabbi Scheff and Rabbi Drill in preparation for our Days of Awe

Judaism 109 The Mitzvah Initiative
Thursdays at 7:30 p.m., beginning October 8 with Rabbi Drill and Ralsiérit Yoni Warren
and also being offered duesdays at 5:30 p.m., beginning October 13
with Rabbinic Intern Yoni Warren
Ared nt roducti on to Judaism with an emphasi

Biography of God
Mondays, beginning Octeb26 at 7:30pm
Explore Jewish perspectives and personal theologies monthly with Rabbi Drill

Monday Morning Midrash
Mondays, beginning November 9 at 11:00 a.m.
Join Rabbi Drill monthly as we explore the creative lore of our tradition

And mark your post-holiday calendars now as we resume our evgropular

Rabbi s Tal mud Study Grou
Starts Wednesday, October 7 at 7:30 p.m.
A weekly group study of Talmudlic passages with Rabbi Scheff

Friday Night Lecture Series
Resumes Friday, October 16 at 7 p.m.
Dr. Marty Cohen begins his 15th year of this monthly series!

Journey Group
Monday, November 2,1:00 a.m-12:30 p.m.
A yearlong Jewish journey using text as our guide meets monthly with Rabbi Drill

lyyun Tefillah
Saturday at 8:45 a.m., resumes November 7
An indepth exploration of the Shabbat liturgy meets monthly with Rabbi Drill
7



OJC Sisterhood
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Where youodl |l al ways f

Where does the time go? In June we installed the-20Q9 Sisterhood Board and talked about our Atlantic
City road trip and the upcoming year. In the blink nfeye we were doing Shateo-m yoga on August 12

with Rabbi Dri || at Lydia Katzéds house and the
Rhonda Plawner, Gabi Lewy, and all the ladies who helped make our annual SumPRwol arty a rousg
success. A special thank you to Rabbi AYogi O Dri

Either sitting down or standing tall,
Sitting in a chalr,
Practically anywhere,
If we were standing up,
If we were sitting down,
Even if we were lying on #hground!
It really was the place to heThe OJC Sisterhood Ladiéone big happy family!

As we come to the High Holidays we wigbu and your families a happy and a healthy new year!

Lots of excitement coming up for the next few months so mark yéemaars now and come on out!

Friday 1 October 27 Sukkot Dinner

Sukkot Service at 6:00 PM

Dinner and Songs in the Sukkah at 7:00 PM

For more information contact Fran Friedman at franfried@optonline.net or (8481398

Monday October 19- Sisterhood Pad up Membership Dinner
Monday November 16i Rabbi Shmuleyi Kosher Sutra @ New City Jewish Center
More information on all of the above coming very soon!

For more details on all of our events, please remember to check your mailings, the weeklyenewsldttT h i
Week @ the 0OJC,0 and the O0OJC website: http: www.
fundraisers. We are here for you and the entire OJC community.

Make the OJC Sisterhood Your Sisterhood!
Cindy& Cedine

Remember to visitur gift shop and check out our new,
arrivals. Competitive pricing, no delivery charges, and
excellent service! Call Frieda Seidner (845) 36366
or Faye Dinowitz (845) 353934 for all of your |
Judaica gift needs!




Menis Club: The New Year Begins

Formet he approach of the New Year is al wa
can | do better?0 fAHow can | be a bette
better as a Jew?0

This July | was fortunate enough to have attended the Interaltieederation of Jewish
Men's Clubs conference in Philadelphia. The five days | spent with almost 500 men from the U.S. and Can:
were amazing. | dondét have the space or talent t
The ruach wasnergizing and included a unique Kabbalat Shabbat with an Internet video hookup (set L
Friday) with a small synagogue we are helping in Uruguay. A private concert from Safam was a Thursday ni
highlight. However, the best parts were the workshops (WHeeegned a lot) and the informal discussions over
meals and late in the day. This was where | gained the most insight.

The discussions confirmed what | already knew: OJC is doing very well. However, | also learned how mu
better we could be. We can dgmm being a very good synagogue to being a great synagogue. | will be
discussing what | learned with others in the synagogue leadership and with you through this column.

One of the main themes of the convention was welihgdg/sical wellness through pnams run by Men's
Clubs and Environmental Wellness including partnerships with the Jewish National Fund. Going to the gym
only part of the picture. One of the workshops
Hearing Men's Voices Progm also addresses other parts of our wellness, both emotional and spiritual. We wi
be expanding the Hearing Men's Voices series to follow up on what we started last year.

There are lots of ideas for programs. All require work; some require monelgaVéanore ideas than we have
people to implement them. Some of the ideas are more long range but all are seeking to improve us physic
and spiritually. Some men have stepped up to the challenge for the Men's Club to do more. For example, Lz
Rosenberghas taken over as Treasurer, Jack Teadore heads the Sukkah committee, and Dan Ames runs
Yellow Candle Program. You will be hearing more about them and other volunteers in future months.

Speaking of stepping up, | hope you joined us on August 3®éonitial sukkah construction or will be able to
help on September 13 when we have our Sukkah Palooza to finish and decorate the sukkah.

A few weeks ago, several men asked me what the purpose of Men's Club is. Is it to do service or to re
money? Theanswer is both. Some of the service we do is free, such as ushering during the High Holida
(contact Maddie Roimisher to help). Others have a cost, such as putting up the sukkah (faappisglf
screws, replacement wood). and of course there is theeBEowen Scholarship. We would like to have enough
money to ensure that this scholarship is awarded yearly to a deserving OJC high school student who is goin
college. We also need to do more to support Holocaust programming in our synagogue acdnmtheity.

| hope you get the idea that my thoughts about being a better Jew involve Me@sti@ing to expand and
move in directions that will not only engage more men but will help them grow. Becoming a better person
something to reflect on argdrive for in the coming year.

L6Shana To

Bart Bogkmam s cl ub P




Tanakh Thoughts by Marty Cohen

= @V/' , :

On our recent trip to Israel, Judy and | stopped off at the Nelson Glueck School of Biblical Arglyascioe
Hebrew Union College of Jerusalem. (Guess whose idea that was? | had to make up for it by schlepping oL
the Jerusalem Mall some days later.)

Though the school s museum was <c¢l osed, we déstade vi
(incised stone monument) uncovered relatively recently at Tel Dan in the far north of Israel. The Bible repo
that the Danites could not conquer their assigned portion of the land, near-dess&gsza, due to the presence

of the mighty Philisties so they abandoned that area and relocated to the northernmost portion of Israel. T
remains of their capital, now called Tel Dan, is one of the most important archaeological sites in Israel whe
excavations have been going on for decades. The fintangs often identified the site as belonging to the tribe
of Dan, thus verifying the account given in the Bible of the migration of that tribe.

The particular stele that was on display (in replica) is actually a victory stele placed at Tel Dan by anfenemy
the Israelites, Hazael the king of Aram (moddrmy Syria.) The stel e, i n Ar
the time, boasts that Hazael won a stupendous victory and that he slew the king of the northern kingdorr
Israel (Jehoram) and the king of theuthern kingdom of Judah (Ahaziah). This alliance of the two kingdoms
against Aram is actually reported in the Bible in the Book of Kings where we are told that it was indeed
disastrous defeat. However, the Bible also reports that both kings suivevddfeat but were later killed by an
Israelite rebel named Jehu while the kings were nursing the wounds they sustained in the battle. (Jehu is
reported to have killed Ahaziahds mot her, t he 11
ealier, as noted in the Book of Kings, Jehu had been anointed by Elijah the prophet as the future king of t
northern kingdom of Israel, and the Bible reports that Jehu reigned for 28 years. So which source is corre
Did Hazael slay the kings as his tary stele proclaims or did Jehu do it as the Bible claims? At present this
guestion cannot be answered definitively.

But there is an even more interesting aspect to this stele. Ahaziah, the king of Judah, is referred to in the <
not as the king of &ua h , but rather as the king of #f#Abeit Da
reign not much more than a century after the death of David and the stele confirms that David was a gr
monarch, so much so that all of his descendents, and legddngdom itself, are identified as belonging to
David. This is of prime value because there is a school of archaeological thought that claims that David was
an important king and that his reputation was established hundreds of years later to enfhace mo n a r «
reputation. This stele and other recent evidence, such as the uncovering of a monumental fortress near
which is dated wunequivocally to Davidés time ar
government, has servedtogieat enhance Daviddés reputation among

| found all this so much more exciting than the Jerusalem Mall, though | did enjoy my first Kentucky Fries
Chicken (kosher, of course).
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From the Editor:

Our ancestors walked through theelest f or forty years. I f 1 6m a des
| hate walking so much? My husband tries to get me to go on a nice healthy walk at least 7 times a week b
usually find an excuse to stay put. Some of my best ones are:

1. raining.s

2 . ltds snowing.

3. Itdés raining and also Iitdos snowing.

4 . I candét find any of my shoes.

5. ltds still raining and snowing and thereodos
of grapefruits.
The ones that work the bestdrdhos e t hat i nvolve r ai n bdeespeaiabydhismo ¢

summer when it rained 8 days a week from June through August.

Walking is very good for you, say the health gurus. Even some rabbis have been known to comment t
nowhere in te Five Books of Moses does it give any indication that the Children of Israel complained o
muscle spasms or aching bones, or showed a general distaste for anything that involved using their feet. In
it has been documented that they danced the loocalébrate finishing the construction of the Golden Calf
and/or the frequent successful smiting of their enemies. What they did complain about was that manna st
which definitely did not taste like pizza, much to the unhappiness of those under 21.

Isometi mes wal k to shul with Marty. I 6m not sure
doors of OJC. No matter how fast we wal k, it ren
and a tenth. Driving reallyrealyast doesndét change the distance or
make it shorter, no matter how hard | try. Now why, | ask, should we walk to OJC, especially in the warm:
months, when we arrive smelling like teenagers who have neglectetiypeine for entirely too long and one

of us is grumpy? The grumpy one becomes even grumpier when she observes the cheerfulness of the other
|l tds enough to make a person eat something fatte
wei ght | oss. Ha'! | f God wanted wus to | ose weigh
good, even if it was nothing like pizza. (Some have claimed that the predominant taste of manna was chocol
If this is true, it negates every pdssi reason for complaining in the desert, in my opinion.)

I al so maintain that iif God wanted us to walk so
airplane, the submarine, or the bird. (Someone else thought up the diayalde it vas Jon Drill.) For those

of you who believe that we have free will, let it be stated here that although God may have thought up all the
methods of transportation, He/She gave it to us humans to actually create the vehicles by which we could m
with minimum use of the feet. Anyone who still wants to argue the free will thing can mull it over internally anc
remain confused or take it up with some rabbis and still remain confused. You can always find someone w
will happily disagree with you.

Back to theuse of the feet. It has been conclusively proven that feet are for tickling, pressing grapes, beil
squeezed by a loved one (which is sometimes better than chocolate), and sometimes kicking, as in footba
smiting an enemy. Also for smelling bad, buta t 6 s nei t her here nor there.

repeating history (40 vyears worth) and you kno

undertaking.

| f youdre starting to feel t hight cornysiden writinig evithtthena I jest b «
typed this entire article using 4 toes and an ankle. People with bunions should type slowly.

Judy Cohen
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Selichot
for the New Year 5770

Saturday night, September 12, 2009
Program at 10:00 girSelichot  Services at ianight

Join us for a fascinating consideration of the limits of justice and forgiveness as we enter the
of Teshu\eepentance).

While imprisoned in a Nazi concentration camp, Simon Wiesenth
taken one day from his work detail to the bedsfiéd dying member of t
SS. Haunted by the crimes in which he had participated, the soldier
to confess t@ and obtain absolution froda Jew. Faced with the choice
between compassion and justice, silence and truth, Wiesenthal said not
But even years after the war had ended, he wondered: Had he done the
right thing? What would you have done in his place?

Fifty-t hr ee di stingui shed men and Vm

in his bookThe Sunflower.

spo

At our Selichgrogram, we Wistudy their responses and add our own ideas to the conversati
Join us for an evening that promises to be thought provoking and challenging!

oRANGETOWN JEWISH CENTER

Sisterhood is proud to enhance all of our holiday celebrations with lovely
flowers that adorn the OJC Bima. Donations in any amount are welcome!

Contributions for High Holiday Bima Flowers are requested no later than
September 14.

A note of appreciation to contributors will be included in theShaliach.

Please complete this form and mail with a clek payable toSisterhood Bima Flower Fund to:
Janet Miller, Sisterhood Flower Fund, 16 Helaine Court, Orangeburg, NY 10962

| have enclosed a check in the amount of $ as a donation to the
0JC Sisterhood Bima Flower Fund.

Name as you would lile it to appear in theShaliach
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Hachnasat Orchim: Welcoming Guests

| am always so proud to identify myself as an OJC member. In both my professional and private life | have interactic
with the Jewish community in a variety of venues waithny opportunities to assess our reputation in the community. As
you know, that reputation is strong. | regularly accept compliments to our clergy, religious and nursery schools, yol
programs and religious services. It seems that most everyone | rheethais had a positive experience at OJC or knows
someone who is a happy member of our congregation. There is clearly so much that is good about what we do in tern
welcoming members and guests.

Even so, we at the OJC are committed to doing betterb&leve there is more we can do to help newcomers and our
own members feel comfortable when they walk through our doors. | need to admit to you that | am personally conflict
when it comes to this topic, b e c artaldeeat ahother symagdguei Howeydr, it e
took some time for me to feel the way | do, in spite of all the warm and friendly memberscohguegation.

In order for our synagogue to be truly welcoming we need to broaden our perspective a bit. mMbdghtah eer vy i
Shal omo i s al ways well received, but being wel coming

space, our services, our programs, and our communications all need to convey this sense of welcome. Even the wa
convey our boundaries as a Jewish institution can be sensitive and welcoming to all. Each interaction that we at the (
community have with members and guests carries the potential to communicate our desire to enhance that relationshij
the extent that @ are as open and welcoming as possible, the relationship will flourish. For example, is there a way
create a more welcoming atmosphere in our lobby area or even our parking lot? Can we make our kiddush more e:
reached by our congregants and guexsten on a very crowded Shabbat morning? What about our services? Is there |
way to make them more accessible to those who may be unfamiliar with their structure?

With the new year upon us it is a fabulous time to begin to think about ways we cantlcecatest welcoming
environment possible both for members and guests of our congregation. To that end, FranDMlb&reand | have
agreed to chair the newly formed Welcoming Committee. Our plan is to discuss the issues | have addressed here, ar
others and brainstorm possible solutions. We would love to have feedback from as many members as possible. Please
free to contact Fran or me at the numbers below to s
our committee, pleasgive us a call. We would love to have you join us in our effort to make the OJC, already a fabulou
synagogue, even better!!

Amy Nelson (201) 7840968and Fran Mintzer - Dolber (201) 3078776

July 30, 2009
Dear Rabbi Scheff, Rabbi Drill, and the OJGnrounity,

As you may know, April 14, 2009, wasthé2®nni ver sary of our son Jeffreyos
memory in a way that would be meaningful to us and
GenerositywithGeer osi t yo program as a way of helping famil.i e
a Jewish education for their children at the OJC.

We are very pleased to enclose herewith a #tfmmematching check in the amount of $13,000 and to ance that
together we have added $26,000 to the Walerstein Education Scholarship Fund for families in need of assistance in
Religious School. We thank those in the congregation who participated in this program for their commitment to o
children.

TheWalerstein Education Scholarship Fund (WSF) was initially founded in 2005. In each subsequent year, our family I
increased its commitment. We are very grateful that so many congregants have chosen to key their respective donatiol
t he A WSF,ope tratnatethereve tan continue to ensure the education of our future leaders.

Sincerely,

Ron, Gail, and Mark
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Thank you to all our OJC members for making the Walerstein Scholarship Fund

oMat chi

ng

Gi ft

Programé6 a

With your help, Ron and Gd Walerstein generously donated
a morethan-matching check in the amount of $13,000.

Karen & Cary Alevy

Alice & Michael Alig

Nadine Alperin

Evelyn Altman

Vera Amins

Elaine & Naftali Apter

Edward & Helen Atlas

Susan Baitler

Carol & Sherman Baker

Ruth & Abe Barbash

Helen & Gary Barnett

Steven Bass

Bea & Arnold Berkman

Lilyan Berlant

Scott Berlant

Holly Rosenthal &
Howard Bernstein

Elaine Binder

Bea & Harold Birnbaum

Carol & Andrew Blau

Helen & Stanley Blum

Edythe & Marvin Blumenstein

Eileen & Barton Bookman

Deanna & Jacob Boris

Wendy Bosalavage

Alma Brown

Diane & Alan Breiter

Gloria Brettner

Robin & Mitchell Brill

Alma Brown

Lorraine & Lesley Brown

Barbara Brumer

Sheila Bunin

Beth Caplan

Sabina & Ari Chaplin

Shelly & Charles Cohen

Cindy & Jonathan Cohen

Judy & Marty Cohen

Reva Cohen

Cheryl & Jeffrey Coopersmith

Barbara & Douglas Cypes

Robin Greenblatt &
Dietmar Cziborra

Ellen Diamond

Faye Dinowitz

Francine & Robert Dolber

Rabbi Paula & Jonathan Drill

Miriam & Martin Dubner

Randi & Mark Dymond

Rosalie & Harold Eckstein

Susan & Bernard Edelstein

Dorothy Ehrlich

Janice & Harvey Eilbaum

Silvia & Josef Farkas

Thea & Edward Fener

Ina & Michael Filip

Sheldon Fine

Beth & Lloyd Fishman

Stephanie & Richard Fox

Joan & Harvey Frank

Weifei & Michael Freedman

Fayne & Roger Frey

Fran & Barry Friedman

Adele Garber

Ann & Michael Gardner

Staci & Jared Gelb

Linda & James Gerstley

Francine Gersten

Miriam & Martin Getzler

Ronna & Steven Goldberg

Barbara Goldenberg

Alisa Lebeau & Eric Goldman

Nanci & Walter Goldman

Thea & William Goldstein

Adi & David Green

Reina & Marc Greenbaum

Amy & Philip Greenberg

Penny & Philip Grossman

Audrey & Alan Gueldenzopf

Elaine & Jeffrey Heck

Sally & Elliot Heller

Ruth & Karl Hess

Suzanne &Jack Hirsch

Lainie & Marc Hirsch

Roberta & Robert Hirsch

Cecile & Ronald Hirsch

Rosina & Glenn Hirsh

Tabe Feldhammer &
Andrew Hornstein

Pamela & Jeffry Horowitz

Sherry & Bradley Hunt

Lisa & Leon Jacobs

Rhea & Murray Jacobs

Brenda & Eli Josephs

Judy Josephs

Sally & Elliott Kagan

Charlene Kaplan

Paula & Scott Kaplan

Andrea & Steven Kass

Lydia & Lou Katz

Ingrid & Robert Katz

Donna & Glenn Kissler

Judy & David Klein

Florence Klein

Sandra & Herbert Klein

Michele & Robert Kleinberger

Linda & Harold Koppel

Lisa & Arthur Kozin

Leah & Barry Krantz

Sabrina & Craig Kraus

Roslyn Kremin

Debra & Stanley Kronberg

Helen & Jack Kuttner

Ivanya Alpert & Dimitri Laddis

Jeffrey Lance

Debra & Marvin Laufer

Yoel Ledany

Robyn & Jonathan Lefcourt

Lesley & Richard Lefkowitz

Arthur Lemay

Brenda & Jay Lender

Linda & Jonathan Lesserson

Lois & Robert Lesserson
Cindy & Marc Levine
Marcia Levine

Helene & Mitchell Levinson
Esther & Marshall Levy
Gabriela & Maty Lewy
Judith & Irwin Librot

Irene & Martin Lindenberg
Laurie & Mitchell Liner
Bruce Machlis

Grace Maisel

Maurice Malin

Judith & Gerald Marenoff
Arlene & Gil Marin

Gail & Randy Ment
Roberta & Michael Migdal
Janet & Jack Miller
Miriam Schatz &

Nissan Mizrahi
Heather Winters &

Joseph Morley
Heather Manspeizer &

David Moskowitz
Arlene & Ross Moskowitz
Barbara Mosner
Michelle & Michael Mosner
Laurie & Phil Mosner
Terry Mostowitz-Roth
Marsha & Michael Murphy
Lita Mustacchi
Amy & David Nelson
Miriam Neuren
Nancy & Michael Parkes
Roberta & Alvin Paullay
Yaffa & Lee Pick
Rhonda & Michael Plawner
Carol & Loren Plotkin
Rhoda Pochter
Carrie & Lloyd Poholsky
Marcy & Steven Pontell
Rosalyn & Irwin Portnoy
Marcy & Alan Pressman
Rae Price
Hara Hartman & Michael Pucci
Ruth & Gil Raines
Merydith Raywood
Raya & Uri Redlich
Cynthia Becher &

Murray Richman
Carol & Andrew Rindler
Eileen & Barnett Rogers
Henry Rosen
Barbara & Jack Rosen
Barbara & Marvin Rosen
Rob Rosen
Lisa & Laurence Rosenberg
Phyllis & Ira Rosenkrantz
Miriam & Milton Rosenstock
Carmel Rosenthal
Lori & Laurence Roses
Helen & Walter Sadowsky

Eleanor & Daniel Salmon
Susan & Andrew Salnick
Zipora & Dan Salzhauer
Linda Salzhauer

Sharon & Arthur Sanders
Gail & Jeffrey Sanders
Joan Schafer

Sylvia & Norman
Schaumberger

Linda & David Schept
Madelyn & Matthew Schiering
Bernard Schiffmiller
Esther Schulman

Irina & Michael Schwalberg
Lisa & Aram Schwartz
Amy & Dan Schwartz
Sara & David Schwarzberg
Holly & David Seeger
Frieda & Herman Seidner
Millicent & Marvin Shapiro
Andrea & Alan Sherman
Eilene Siegel

Susan & Stuart Silfen
Fara & Robert Simon
Jane & Peter Simonson
Elinor Singerman

Maxine & Marc Skopov
Kim Lori & Howard Sokol
Estelle Sollish

Stacey & Andrew Spector
Naomi & Jeffrey Steinberg
Francie & Stephen Steiner
Gail & Alex Sterman
Karen Brenner &

Andrew Strauss
Nina & Peter Tarley
Rhonda & Jack Teadore
Gina & Edward Teitel
Gail & Gilbert Teitel
Susan Trestyn
Elena & Michael Trinagel
Sabina & Eliot Tyler
Judith & Bob Umlas
Leah & Morris Waitz
Sharon Aach &

Steven Waldman
Sheila & Norman Wasserman
Sandra & Glen Weinberg
Rita Weissberg
Lynne & Norbert Weissman
Beverly & Alan Wertheim
Sherri & Tom Williger
Evelyn & Donald Winikoff
Carolyn & Harvey Wodar
Tanya & Jeffrey Yager
Beverly & Barry Yarkon
Audree & Arthur Yorkes
Anne & Joel Zbar
Mindy Zlotogura
Lisa & Jay Zwerling
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WE NEED YOUR HELP!

PLEASE SIGN UP NOW TO BE AN USHER FOR THE HIGH HOLIDAYS!

The High Holidays bring many visitors to the OJC.
As aresult, we need many volunteers.

This is a wonderful MITZVAH and a wonderful start to
the New Year.
No experience is necessary. We will guide you.

There are various usher positions available in the lobby
as well as inside and outside the Sanctuary doors.
There are even fAiseatedo | oc
greet congregants and guests upon their arrival.

If you would like to volunteer to usher for the High
Holidays
or if you would like to be a part of the Weekly Ushering Committee, please contact

Madeline Roimisher (845) 359-4846 or Peter Tarley (845) 357-0645
WE LOOK FORWARD TO HEARING FROM YOU AS SOON AS POSSIBLE!
On behalf of the OJC Ushering Committee wish you a Happy and Healthy New Year.

HELP BUILD THE OJC SUKKAH
The High Holidays come early and on weekends this year!

-

SUKKAH- PALOOZA
(FINAL CONSTRUCTION, DECORATION & BBQ)
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2009, 10AM

BE PART OF THE SUKKAH CROWD
COME 0 BRING A FRIEND 0 BRING A TEENAGER

RSVP to Jack Teadore ASAP
Jack@jgtcomputersolutions.com or call 201 -722-9038
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September Bar Mitzvah
David Sherman

David is a ¥ grader at the Reuben Gittelman Hebrew Batiool where his childhood has been enriched with secular and
Judaic studies and many wonderful friendships. David has a strong Jewish identity, attends the Young Judea Sprout |
Camp and METNYO6s encampment, and enjoys being part of

David has many close relationships with relatives and friends and enjoys tennis, basketball and guitar. With his caring
sensitive personality, he has wovekkun olamact i vi ti es into his |ife He par:
organized a shedrive forSouls 4 Souland often donates books and toys to OJC and RGHDS. Most recently, he ha:
been learning about the work of the Joint Distribution Committee in Ethiopia and in particular of Dr. Rick Hodes,
Jewish physician from New York, who hgsest more than 20 years in Ethiopia caring for poor children, many with
spinal tuberculosis. As part of his Mitzvah Project, David will be purchasing and sending spirometers and lung exercis
to many of these children to