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The Rabbi’s Desk

The year Rosh Hashanah came late

Itdéds never easy when the Jewish holidays col
needs to be thinking about holiday medust alone examining our deeésbn Labor Day weekend,
when all we want to do is to extend our summer relaxation with one more trip to the nearest lake c
pool. School supply shopping and organizing our carpool sééedare hard enough without
worrying about where weol | be for the Yom K

i

caught a break.

On Monday morning, September 1st, Labor Day, at approximately 9:45 a.m., if you are near our synagogue or any otl
you might hear the sound of the shofar. Dondt pani c!
services! It is, however, Rosh Hodesh Elul, and for the next 28 days the shofar will be sounded every morning (excep
Shabbat) to alérus that Rosh Hashanah is approaching. And we should be startled a bit, shaken out of the routine i
which we are already settling. Our lives dondét need t
purposeful, more fulfillingthen we have work to do. Change takes work, honest reflection arevaklation. That is

why our holiday season extends over a savegk period of time, commencing with the first of Elul and continuing
through the end of the holiday of Sukkot. Even whulr tradition teaches that all we need do to change our direction in
life is to turn around, we know that change doesndét |
in order to become the people that we want to be. Sometimageajust about adjustments, about small behaviors or
attitudes. Sometimes change is about stopping one moment each day to hear the sound of the shofar in our lives and 1
things in a different perspective.

In the midst of the baeto-school rush,dt the cry of the shofar center you. Find a few minutes each day to sit quietly and
reflect on your relationships, your commitments, yourt
woul dnot write a book ywudomeopuepared thia yearsstretcined and darned uapg already
having opened and reviewed your personal book of life, the holidays may just bring you some unanticipated results. F
real dose of perspective, join your friends and the OJC community wrseliehot, Saturday night, September 20 at 10
p.m. for a viewing of the powerful documentdyaying with Lior. The story will certainly make you reflect on your own
life, your relationships with people and God, and the power of love, prayer and comrRuayiyng with Lioris a piece
that foll ows a boy with Down Syndrome through his <c¢ch
youdll cry and youdll think. Maybe youdl |l be inspirec

Late? No. This year Rosh Hashamsihight on time. | hope we are as well.

My family and | wish you a sweet year of health, happiness, love and fulfillment.

Rabbi Craig Scheff
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= o | From the Presivent’s Pen.
Smile !

One of the things | like to do is smile. People tell me over and over again that | have a nice smile
dimples and all. When people ask me what my plans are for the OJC over the next two years, n
response is that | just want to keep omling. Two of the main roles of the OJC president are to
solicit money from our membership and to encourage volunteerism. Another presidential responsibility is to listen
issues and to hopefully resolve a few. While our congregants have real comedrnedd to be addressed, it will be

i mportant for me to remember that as | ong as thetoi ss.i
mean that | wondét take things seriowdlly woEwe wi trha tttheer
and the Board of Trustees when necessary to make sure that issues are handled with the right amount of caring
expediency. What will keep me smiling is knowing that we can serve the needs of our congregation wkéepéhgp
things in perspectivie all while striving to maintain our standards as a Jewish community.

92-

After my having said all that, you may get the impression that the OJC is a place overflowing with problems, a place f
of issues from people who are unpg@nd disgruntled. This could not be further from the truth. The Orangetown Jewish
Center is a place full of vibrant people with exciting ideas and with hopes and dreams that somehow become reality ir
often than not. Turning dreams into reality usuailyolves money. While that is not necessarily true, adequate funding
does help provide the programming and services that our members need and deserve. Our annual Kol Nidre appeal i
first fundraising event of the year and certainly one of our largéstnks to the generosity of our congregation, last
year 6s appeal raised over $31,000. [ am confident th
given in the past and it is within your means, please consider increasing your [flgdgehave never given before, your
best gift would make a considerable difference in our annual drive.

As a member of the Executive Board for the last seven years and as a member of OJC for the past 15 years, | have s
total of seven presidentsicmd i on. One of the things they al/l had in
easy. While | have always guessed that this was not true, now that | am a president | am beginning to realize wha
awesome challenge this job really is. How hpast presidents accomplished so much and made the work seem so easy
How has our synagogue continued to be so successful in its ritual life, educational opportunities and social programmir
One answer is the spiritual guidance we receive from ourycl®&artnering with them, sharing ideas and brainstorming
solutions is a special gift of the job of president. Second, we learn from our educational director, youth directof and all
the teachers in our Religious School and Nursery School. All of thew shheadiness to share their knowledge of Jewish
life and learning. Third, we have the consistent competent efforts of ounleakihg office and custodial staff. So many
things are accomplished because of their bettisgcenes work.

Every successfulrganization needs such employees for success but the true secret of the OJC is our dedicated volunte
Past presidents may argue this next point but | truly believe that the people on the current Executive Board and Boar
Trustees make up the bestexabled group of board members the OJC has ever seen. Each person brings his or her o
perspective to every issue while knowing that the ultimate task is to do what is best for OJC, not what is best for eact
them. | am enthusiastically looking forwai working with each person on the board but the reality is that this group of
25 or so individuals cannot do it alone. We need your help. Consider becoming one of our dedicated volunteers. Whe
you can give time to one project or one committee, whetbercan give two hours or fifty, we are inviting you to work
alongside great people for the good of our wonderful synagogue. You will have the opportunity to bring a fres
perspective and new energy to the life of OJC. If you joined us for any part @ tiee60 program this past spring, you

got to witness firsthand what a talented team of volunteers can accomplish. The opportunity is yours for the taking.

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I wi sbhe caolme onfe xyto
realities.
B6Shal om and keep smiling!

Glenn Hirsh



From Ritual: Journeys

These are the stages of the children of Israel . . .

They journeyed from Elim and pitched by the Red Sea.

And they journeyed from the Red Sea andh@t in the Wilderness of Sin.
And they journeyed from the Wilderness of Sin and pitched in Dophkah
And they journeyed from Dophkah and pitched in Alush . . .

And they journeyed from the Mountains of Aparim and pitchettiénplains
of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho.
Numbers 33:49

We read these verses in our Torah portion just a few short weeks ago. The childraeladid not simply jump from
servitude in Egypt to the freedom of having their own homeland. It was a gradual process, with many stops along the w
They had to mature as a free people and had to learn how to worship and obey God.

The analogy of thatO-year trip in the desert to a journey that has recently come up for discussion in the Ritual committe
is enlightening. The discussions concern our taking the next step in our growth to true egalitarianism at the OJC. ~
timetable that Conservative Jhigm has taken to grow to this point is almost equal to the time that our ancestors wer
required to wander in the desert.

It was about 40 years ago when, as a teenager, | withessed the first steps taken to recognize the role of wome
Conservative Judism. In the congregation where | grew up in Millburn, New Jersey, the first step was simply to permi
women to participate in the Torah service by standi ngq
step, to say the least, evemwtigh women could only go to the Torah in the company of their husbands.

We all know the history from there: the recognition of the right of women to receive aliyahs, the recognition of a way 1
legally count women as part of a minyan, all the way tdthieg of Rabbi Drill as our associate rabbi.

Some would question, AwWhat é6s |l eft? The OJC is as ega
discussion at Ritual has been around the inclusion of the matfaticbgmaho® in our puwblic reading of the Amidah.
Many in the congregation already include thehotin their private reading of the Amidah. We have provided the
language including thenahotas a supplement in the back of our Shabbat prayer books. In the weekday prayarebook,
have two first pages of the Amidah, one with and one withouththakot

The discussion on including tihmahoti n t he Cant or s recitation of the Ami
Drill are preparing the necessary educational and drackd material to help ease us into this next step toward
egalitarianism. Watch your mailings for more information.

So these are the stages of the children of Israel in the Conservative movement:

They journeyed from a malenly bimah to calling couple®s the Torah.

And they journeyed from calling couples to the Torah to giving women aliyahs.

And they journeyed from giving women aliyahs to allowing women to lead in prayer.
And they journeyed from allowing women to lead in prayer to counting women inyami
And they journeyed from counting women in a minyan to ordaining female rabbis.
And they journeyed from ordaining female rabbis to . . .

Stay tuned for more in our journey.

Ken Leff
Ritual Chair



From the Educational Director’s Desk

Shalom Everyone,

\ | hope you had a wonderful summer filled with fun and memories. Summers are a time to relax an
for Educational Directors to study, net wor k, pl an, p
and spiritual opportunitiesof our students. This summer | was fortunate to attend the Conference on Alternatives il
Jewish Education at the University of Vermont. The focus of the conference was Jewish Congregational Educati
Evolution and Revolution. With a consortium of 1400 meofrom 40 states and 4 continents, including teachers,
educational directors, PhDs, clergy, researchers, practitioners and lay leaders, we focused on an honest evaluation of
works in Jewish education, what does not, and what new directions we rsale.plihe symposiums | attended included
nity-gri tty fAhow to do ito sessions, studies of demogr a
amazing to discuss with colleagues from across the country and around the world, and hearnt viite fiex per t
alternative approaches to Jewish education. Our discussions ranged from classic teaching techniques, transformative
ideas and skills, content areas, pedagogic models and how to streamline our vision to meet the needs gfngur chan
Jewish world. It was inspirational that for four days everyone in my world cared about the excellence of Jewish educati
Beyond the joy of learning, our nights were filled with Israeli dancing, Jewish concerts, storytellers, controversial film:
conversations, more conversations, and friendship. It was an exhilarating and exhausting educational celebration.

In Avot de Rabbi Natant i s written: AwWwhat is | earned in chil
personés Je whsdddevelapbdanmearly thjldhdode 4s the new school year begins, the Orangetown Jewisl
Center Rel i gious School proudly partners with our f.

knowledge, connection, and commitment to Jewish learamd) living. At the OJC we believe that the best way to
transmit the joy and beauty of Judaism is by providing new and creative ways for children to explore their identity in
enjoyable, developmentally appropriate way. We are fortunate that in ountvibaaning environment our children are
enthusiastic about coming to school and exploring ne
ongoing process in the Jewish tradition, the ©3C. With our c h
committed teachers, creative curriculum and supportive parents, we will continue this year to provide an environment
which every child will have a rich and rewarding Jewish educational experience filled with happy memories.

Jewish edcation is an awesome responsibility! It is a challenge to teach a five thousand year old tradition that is bc
ancient and modern, so that our children can build upon their knowledge and experiences throughout their lifetim
Together, we will forge thaext links in the chain of Judaism, and as partners, we hope to achieve great success in tt
sacred task.

We look forward to another great year at the OJC Religious School. The first day of school is Tuesday, Septem
9th for students in grades73and Wednesday, September 10th for children in Kindergarten through second grade.

See you soon,

Sandy Borowsky

The Yom Kippur Break Fast

Yes, weor e d dctobgr9,i2008 @ty afternhe shofar blows (about 7 PM) in the Daily Chapel.
Costis $20/adult, $10/child (up to H.S. senior); family maximum: $50 (parents and kids only), up to 5 year:
$0.

Great food! Great company! No work! Questions: @alene Nathan (845) 3652474 and send check payable
to OJC to Arlene Nathan / 175 Burrows keahBlauvelt, NY 10913. Please indicate on check how many adults
and kids are coming and plea®8VP no later than Friday, September 286.




Watch Us Grow!

After a great summer with our very successful Kiddie Kamp J J J

THE ORANGETOWN JEWISH CENTER
NURSERY SCHOOL

is excited to start another joyous, productive year. We welcome our returning and new
students as we learn, have fun, and make new friendships.

This school year, in addition to our
Mommy and Me, Terrific Twos, Thrilling Threes, and Fabulous
Fours classes , which begin September 8we are offering some

NEW AND UNIQUE PRE - SCHOOL PROGRAMS!!

Bubbe -Zayde and Me on Monday from 10-11am is an opportunity for

grandparents and their grandchildren, ages 12 months to 2 years, to learn, play,
sing and socialize together.

Junior Jewish Culture Club on Fridays from 12:30-1:30pm is for

children ages 3 and 4 in secular pre-schools, and on Sunday from 10:30-
11:30am, for children with learning exceptionalities in therapeutic nursery
schools. Our kiddies will explore, create, and celebrate the joys of Judaism:
Shabbat, holidays, Hebrew, prayers, culture, and traditions.

MOM -Mornings Out for Mom is a monthly social program for new

mothers with babies from birth to 12 months. Guest speakers will discuss topics
including our spiritual well-being, parenting, emergency first aid, nutrition, and
fun activities such as chair yoga, scrapbooking, and beading.

For more information about our Nursery School classes, a tour of our school,
and a free class, please call Sandy Borowsky at the School Office at 845-398-3982, ext.110,
and visit our website at http://www.theojc.org



OJCdS ONGOI NG LEARNI NG A
September 2008 and beyond

Text and Context
Thursdays: 141 a.m., September 4, 11, 18 and 25
Parashat hashaa (the weekly Torah portion) with Rabbi Scheff

Torah né Treats
Wednesdays, September 10 and 24 at noon
Studlies in the Book of Prophets with Rabbi Scheff

Friday Night Lecture Series
Friday, September 19 at 7 p.m.
Dr. Marty Cohen begins his 14th yeatfns series with the topic:
oThe Niels Bohr/ Werner Heisenberg A

Talmud Study Group
Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.
An informal, congregaiféd study group on texts relating to Jewish ethics

And mark your postoliday calendars now for.

Tal mud Boékiut
Wednesday evenings, 3 meetings per month, begi@oitober 29at 7:30 p.m.
Join Rabbi Scheff and Rabbi Drill for Hevruta (partnered learning)
and Shiur (class lesson) as we make our way through
t he Baby/l! oni an TakhonBlessirgs)t r act at e

Theodicyd the stuady of God and Evil
Monday evenings, monthly, beginrivayember 24t 7:30 p.m.
Join Rabbi Drill for a year of exploring the question of why bad things happen



OJC Sisterhood

Where youbll always f

Upcoming Programs

Friday, October 17, 2008

Sukkot Service at 6:00 PM
Dinner and Songs in the Sukkah at 7:00 PM

oS S
e 10 best ways to
ve your life...
An evening of
‘ Interesting discussion
and induigent chocolate
Please Join Us ot OJC
Nonday, September 15 at 7:30 pm
Dr. Michele Blackwood, M.D., F.A.C.S.
renowned Leeast surgean
and Director of Breast A D SA
and Women's Health
Prevention Senvices at
Nyack Hospital shares her

RSVP I’RIOR TO SFPTE\IBFR "6"' AND SAVE!!!
TO HOLID N
) \n 'SIRY ATIONS W \ OCTX ™

For mere informuation contact Fran ot frunfoked s uptonline it or 845398 X159

| Insight on wornen's healfh. Donation;
Refreshments will be served ‘ ' ¢ 820 per pervom $24 per perven
| ; i 510 fer children 12 and under $12 for children 12 und wnder
Toreserve a seat please contact H 1 e el
Anne Zbar: 845-359-1173 or '. ) E Please complete the following and send your respomse to:
Anne.lbar@thegjc.or B ——
\ ‘ _ i % Independence \vense

Orangebarg, NY 10%2 !
tiom: ['ram Friedman, Sukket Dinner ;

Name:
Number of Adults:
Namber of ChiMren

vert: $18 for Non OJC Ssterhood 4

A porfion of the procesds w
et Concer Resecrch

Amonnt Eaclosed (check payable to OJC Siaterhood i: §

T T T e T T S ST PES PSP

For more details orthese and all of our events, please remember to check your mailings, the weekly
newslette i Thi s Week @ the 0JC9 ldtp:wavw.theojt.dnge Ple@sé Guppere bus i t e
programs, gift shop, and fundraisers. We are here for you and the entire OJ@QnigmMake the OJC
Sisterhoodyour Sisterhood!

Cindy& Cedine



Men& Club Changes & Calendar

As the High Holidays approach, we enter a time of reflectid@.ask for forgiveness for
our failings and pledge to do better in the coming year. It is in this spirit that | ask you not to dwell
on the things we have not been doing but look forward with us to a year with many new activities.

By now you already knowthe winner of the Bruce Cowen Scholarship. We present it
annually to remember a man who was on his way to becoming a major force in our community. Th
student receiving the scholarship was honored in the synagogue in August. This was a difficu
process fo the committee who had to review 7 very good essays. All of the young people who
applied are a credit to their families.

The Mends Club events begin with our sukkah construct
the childrenwill put on the corn stalks and decorations on Oct. 5, just before Sukkot. We hope you can join us. Sundzc

November 9 is our Veteranoés Day <celebration, whi ch
November is Mitzvah Day when we takewn the sukkah. Sunday, December 14 will be our first program from the
Federation of Jewish Menbds Clubs: the Hearing Menb6s \
Sunday, January 11 there wil!l lareial planting Ades 0B FiOndmciursg n

guestions you should be asking.

Highlights of upcoming events in 2009:

February 7. Comedy Night February 14: Adult Night Out

March: Yom Hashoah Yellow Candle Program Apri | 25: Mends Club Shabbat
May 17 Mends Club/ Sisterhood Event

Other events are in the pipeline such as a Hot Stove Baseball night for our baseball fanatics in November or Decem
More information will come on all of these events. Please contact me if you wish to participate irttseseaddr if you
have additional ideas. May you be inscribed in the Book of Life for a Healthy and Happy New Year.

Bart Bookman
Mends Club President

Sukkah-Palooza!
Come join us for a sukkah decorating party for the whole familgamday, Oct. 5 at 10AM .We 61 | be pu:
the corn stal ks, addi ng l'ight s, and making decorati
demonstration. BBQ lunch for everyorfelease RSVP by September 18 th . For more information, contact Bart

Bookman at (845)42-2736 or Bart.Bookman@theojc.org.

USY OJC Presents Sukkot Baskets

Filled with fresh and dried fruit, these baskets can be given as gifts or used as decorations in your own sukkah.
Medium basket: $18 Large basket: $25 (All proceedgwall t o ATable to Table: o) P

Name: Number of medium baskets x $18

Number of large baskets x $25

Total amount due:

Make checks payable to OJC USY and returDby. 5". Mail to Sharon Rappaport / 10 Carriage Lane / Nanuet, NY
10954

USY thanks you for your supp@rtShana Tova!



Tanakh Thoughts by Marty Cohen

The Sroll of Esther”(_. ,'._) is quite possibly the best known and most beloved book of the Bible. Written
sometime in the Hellenistic period, it tells a story of supposed events during an earlier period, the Persian
and why Jews celebrate the holiddyParim. Esther is a masterpiece of literature that should not be dumbed

down f or chil dren nor shoul d it be distorted be
midrashim. During the course of this year, we will delve into this bookchwils truly a great drama, and we

wi || be able to |l ook at the story differently. W
Vashti said fAiNo!o At | east we think she saidesiNo
she even appear on the stage. It is reported to the audience and the king that Vashti refuses to come ft«
Kingbébs banquet, thus virtually ensuring her divo
informed of her fate. The questions why woul d the queen, knowi ng I

patterns (more about that in a later column), risk all she had to defy the order to appear?

To the audiences of the Hellenistic period the reason was clear. Wives and mothers didapptaes at the

start of a banquet but later on, when it came time for the heavy drinking and the sexual excesses, the wome
stature would leave and in would come the ladies of pleasure. In some cases they could be highly accomplis
courtesans anat other times they could be slave girls or prostitutes or probably a mixture of all of these. At an

rate, no Adecento women would remain nor did the
(Note that during another Biblical orgiastic drinkg s essi on, Bal shazzardéds ba
the wall o appears, the queen is not originally
meaning of the words. Of course she candét, but t

At the heiht of the drinking and carousing, the Kking
Vashti, to attend. Not only that, but he insists that she appear wearing her royal crown. Throughout histo
crowns, which tend to be very heavy, are notnwaily. They are worn only at state occasions. Therefore, the
King is adding to Vashtio6és discomfort by asking

The ancient historian Herodotus, reporting on Persian royalty, noted that the aesanhad to come from

the highest level of the aristocracy, herself, and during this period of time she had to be a member of only ont
seven noble families. Vashti, thus a proud noble as well as a beautiful woman, was facing the prospect
humiliating herself irretrievably as part of a state occasion. Her honor and reputation would have been stair
forever if she complied. It would have been too shameful. She had no choice. Whatever the consequences
had to say f@ANo! o

Next monthi the king.

10



From the Editor:

Ok ay, her ebds what 0 sShahaChTno Olympit doweradge,enp weathe eports, no political
analyses, but you can bet your High Holiday tickets that everything else you can think of is in here. And in -
pages, too! Septembey always a busy month with lots to say, but this time the avalanche of stuff that neede
to go into this issue was overwhelming. | tried to get an extension for another 4 pages but was told it would c
0JC $50,000 and a delay of 6 months. The $50,000ees®nable, but 6 months?? A hastily called meeting of
the Board of Trustees was held but the debate over-thenh postponement would have taken 6 months and
by then it would have been too late to do much of anything related to September, exceetrtbaeitnfondly.

Why do | bring this up? Because gazillions of congregants (well, maybe 3) were eager to have th
contributions printed in this issue and having to turn them down (aside from being an absolute novelty) was |
comfortable for someone &asy to persuade as | am. (Ask me why every telemarketer that ever lived know
me by my first name and calls me fiSweetieo and w
any case, | found it difficult to say no to anyone, so as a result yofing, hidden between the lines of every

third article,anotherarticle, which must be read backwards with an invisible ink decoder and in Latvian. Why
al |l the secrecy? Because when you actuall yissuei n
really has 143 panyteiggf amdt wem!di dundt n ptayt el | . Oh,

have the special OJC invisible ink decoder ring which you can get by sending 5 Rokeach gefilte fish labels &
your least favoritechill o an address that you have to guess. I

Looking ahead, I foresee that Octoberds issue 7
remember that the High Holidays are late this year (I will avoid all the sjolpéd on that subject) and there
wi || probably be an overabundance of articles th
trick twice, lest some clever-y®arol d f i gures it out, so hereds the

This time, send me your articles in Mandarin (do not use Cantonese under any circumstances) and p
everything upside down. This will confuse some people and make others annoyed but it will also distract c
printers from thinking that we have anythingeeling a well thought out plan. After that, all you need to do is
send for our Mandarin upsigiwn decoder ring, which you can sport proudly on your other hand. Send in 5
chocolate bar wrappers (you can send me the chocolate itself under separatentbae8p0@vord essay (in
Esperanto) entitled AHow I Spent My Summer Vacat
where to send it. Hint: Itds no | onger in the Un

When we get t o Nealng mith e'hanksgwirgpwhich, dseve all know, is a holiday that

celebrates all the good things we have to be thankful for, like the fact that NO High Holiday articles at all a
received this mont h. Thank goodwothesway to bet atooind dhe pageh i
limit, unless, of course, we try gibberish interspersed with FORTRAN in an unintelligible font that needs
Nahrishkeitdecoder bracelet (wear it on either hand), 5 junk food boxes (full, of course), and a blank che

madeout to me. You can send directly to my home.
I 61 1 |l et you know in the December issue in Morse
Judy Cohen
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OJC Religious School

The OJCReligious School is gearing up for an exciting new school year. As we grow, we are always striving
make our school the best it can be so that all of our students and their families have a positive and joyful Jev
learning experience. We'd like to giyou a brief overview of the major changes you will see this year.

First, we are so excited to be launching a new lower school consisting of Kindergarten tifayrglde The
children will build their own community through music, celebration of hokdastorytelling and learning
together. The lower school will be meeting on Wednesday afternoonsobrigmt 4:15 at the side door where
someone will be waiting outside to make sure that the children get into the building safely. Dismissal will be
6:15 through the front door, where the children will be waiting with their teachers. Please park in a space, m
your children at the door and accompany them to the car. We will not allow any of the ychifdyen to walk

in the parking lot unescorted.

We are also changing the way we keep track of how your children fulfill their MDR (Minimum Davening
Requirement). We have enclosed a new form for you to record your child's synagogue attendance with
school information packet that you received in Augidease complete the form and return it to your
child/ren's teacher each month. Additional forms are available in the School office or can be downloaded fr
the OJC website (www.theojc.org). The required number of services has not changed and canibe/éound
handbook.

Additionally, make sure to put these important dates on your calendar:

First Day of School Grades?& Tuesday, Septembel'at:15 pm
First Day of School Grades-K: Wednesday, September™.@:15 pm
Shlepp and Schmooze WednesdaySeptember 17 4:30 pm
Meet theMorim (Teachers) Monday, September 22 7:00 pm

We look forward to spending a wonderful year of learning and celebration with all of the Religious Scho
families and wish everyone a happy, healthy and sweet New Year!
B'shalom,
Sharon Aach  and Hara Hartman

Religious School G#residents

Save the Bidtsrember 15, 2008

HAZAK sponsors an evening with Chava Al ber
most versatile singer. Youdll enjoy songs
Watch your mail for more infor mation. All are welcome.

Dear OJC Friends,

Thank you so much for your good wishes following our recent move to Pearl River and for your cd
and wishes for a quick recovery following my foot surgery. As always, we truly appreciate the wond
commurnty that is OJC.

Tova and Barry Adesnik
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Explore the power of love,
marvel at the power of memory,

“When my mind is wandering and going .

astray | just take one look at Lior and get consider the power of prayer,

R oo rack. appreciate the power of
community.

Join us for our Selichot program
as we introduce the themes of the High Holiday season
with the screening of

Praying with Lior

It will make you laugh, it will make you cry,
and it will make you think!

Saturday night, September 20, 10:00 p.m.

(Refreshments will be served)

Stay with usafter the movie for our
Midnight Selichot service
andthe blast of the shofar
as we usher in the 5769 holiday season!

T3 I

LET SISTERHOOD SEND YOUR

ROSH HASHANA GREETINGS WITH A CARD TO YOUR 0OJC FALl
OJC Sisterhood will mail a lovely Rosh Hashana greeting card to the entire
congregation: $18 Donation
S |l ncl ude your f atimgsl yds Ne

<) © -
M¢ RESPONSE DUE ON OR BEFORE SEPTEMBER 3, .
Jf \\ e © ("‘%
L

_—
)

Mail your response and $18 check
made out to OJC Sisterhood to:

Gail Sanders, 14 Ungava Drive, New City, NY 10956 ¢
Lorraine Brown, 10 Zabela Drive, New City, NY 10956

Name as you would &kt to appear on the card:
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WEORE EXCITED TO BREOSHAOWORE NGL ENN HI RSH T SANDY BOROWSKY |
AT THE ORANGETOWN JEWISH CENTER GALA ON OCTOBER 26 " at 6:00 pm
Rosina and Glenn Hirshhave been members of the OJC since 183inais aurrently Treasurer of the OJC Sisterhood, a Torah Fund

Benefactor and a life member of Hadassah. She is on the OJC School Board and has served in many capacities as wdllfasrRagside
years. Rosina is a graduate of thgear Florence Melton AduMini School and is currently in their graduate program. She also teaches an

adult education course familiarizing people w&lddur Sim Shalom a | ISiddliriz#&Davening Made Easies. Her | ove of t
brought her to become a substitute teacherstuedwill teach in the Religious School this coming fall. Rosina is an accountant and is self
empl oyed as a consultant for smal/l businesses. She h aetBoide e n

Award as well LaagubeWwWmernd$s Achievement Award. Rosina was p

2000. Glenn is a CPA and is employed as Assistant Controller ofStee-Ledgerin Newark, NJGlenn has recently been appointed
President of the OJC Boaofl Trustees after serving on the Executive Board since 2000, initially as Financial Secretary and until recently, &
Treasurer since 200During his years of service, Glenn has overseen thedadsy activities of the OJC office. He directed the finarafes

the building expansion, which was completed in 2@l8nn negotiated all of the recent contracts with Rabbi Scheff, Sandy Borowsky, and
Sharon Rappaport. He is an avid NY Mets fan, traveling with his son to out of town locations to watch the MetsaariRo&lenn reside in
Tappan with their wonderful children, Julie (16) and Eric (Id)ie is a junior and Eric is a freshman at Tappan Zee High School. Both
children attended the OJC Religious School and continue to be active in the school andutthtipeogram.

Sandy Borowsky OJ C6s Educati onal Director, was raised in Bal tkageotoe i
experience life in Israel, she lived on Kibbutz Hatzerim in Beersheva before starting college. Sandd remeRS from the University of
Maryland and her MS in Education from Long Island University. She is a NYS licensed elementary and special educatifor gaches
K-12. Since she became 0OJC6s Educat i onyagrownhn size and $andy aldo began R edrserg i
school of which she is Director. Sandy completed the Leadership Institute for Congregational Principaigear foint program of the
Jewish Theological Seminary and Hebrew Union Colégsish Institute bReligion. She has been a Jewish educator in a variety of
educational settings including many local synagogues and therJCC Pr evi ous to becoming OJCb6s Ed
Principal of Pelham Manor Jewish Center in Westchester for 3.y@laesis active in both the Jewish and secular educational community of
Rockland County. She is a member of the Coalition for the Advancement of Jewish Education, the Jewish Early ChildhotidnAsisecia
Center for Jewish Education Rockland's Princida s oci ati on, the Rockl and County Teacher
the Clarkstown Special Education Committ8andy has been honored by the Women's Division of Israel Bonds and is a member of
Womeno6s League f or QCaan and Hadasdah. $he hay bedraactisenm bicydliang clubs and with breast cancer awarene
and fundraising for 10 years. Sandy and her husband Jack live in New City and are the proud parents of five wonderfutehifdotto

is, "Learn Torah, Live Taah, and Pass it on with Love"!

Sharon Rappaport,OJ C6 s Y o u twas bDrh in the Branx and raised in Nanuet. She studied at Tel Aviv University and graduated
from George Washington University where she studied finance and Judaic studies and ats®IBaim Elementary Education from lona
College. After college, Sharon moved back to Rockland County and became involved in Jewish life as an adult. She isnditerGdord

N a 6 aa ©JC, the awardinning youth group and Hebrew high school programcivimeangi L e t 6 s Uider hdr teddeérship, the

0OJC USY has been name€hapter of ExcellencandChapter of the Year in the METNY Regamer the past three years. In addition to the
time and energy she puts into OJC programs, Sharon has been antaterseimol teacher at Rockland County BOCES for the past 10
years. During the summers, she spiritually renews herself at Camp Ramah in Nyack where she has been the head ofafiiestgroes st

on a basketball team, sung in their choir, and has Ibeedivision leader for'through 8th graders. She has been a Hebrew school principal
and has spent the past 17 years as the youth director of programs at OJC as well as at other synagogues. Sharorber afiféaciessah,

a former board member amdMyrtle Wreath Award RecipienBhe taught nursery school, Hebrew school, confirmation programs, and adult
Bat Mitzvah, has won 3 Creative Teachiahgvar ds from t he Center for Jewish Educati on
Division of IsraelBonds. Sharon is the proud mother of two incredible teens. Brian is a sophomore at the University of Michigan and Josh
a junior at Solomon Schechter of Westchester.

To mark this special event, the OJC is publishing a commemodatiwraal, which will be distributed at the Gala. In it we will acknowledge
our honorees for their dedication, contributions, and untiring efforts on behalf of our community. We hope you will ceitbrateon
October 28 and/or include your appreciation for them in daumal. Everyone is needed to ensure the success ofdhimal -- please
consider taking an ad to express a tribute message or to advertise a business. This Gala enables us to join togedtieniofcelelOJC
community and our commitment to its vibtafuture. We thank you for your support, appreciate your participation, and look forward to
celebrating with you on October 26

Andy Blau and Nancy Parkes, Dinner Dance Co-Chairs, Brenda Josephs and Andrea Sherman, Journal Co-Chairs
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ORANGETOWN JEWI SH CENTER GALA CELEBRATION HONORING

Rosina and Glenn Hirsh
Sandy Borowsky
Sharon Rappaport

Sunday, October 26,2008 y 6 PMm

0OJC Gala Celebration Journal Form Yy Journal page sizeis 51 6 _x 81 0

¢ Back Cover $1,800 ¢ Half Page $150

¢ Inside Front Cover $1,000 ¢ Quarter Page $ 75

¢ Inside Back Cover $ 750 ¢ Mazel Tov- Name Only Listing $ 36

¢ Gold Page $ 500 ¢ Memorial Page d Each Name $ 18

¢ Silver Page $ 350 d¢Chil drends OFackName $ 1Q i f e
¢ Full Page $ 250

*Couvert per person $75 (invitation to follow)
Any OJC congregant who places and/or solicits at least $1000 in Journal ads will be eligible to receive one

complimentary ticket to the Gala upon receipt of ad(s) and payment(s) and providing an ad was not  already
placed by that individual or business. Complimentary tickets are not transferable and are limited to one per family.

ALL ADS MUST BE SUBMITTED & ACCOMPANIED BY PAYMENT IN FULL BY SEPTEMBER 26, 2008

Ad placed by: Phone:
Address:
E-mail address: Ad solicited by:

Mail this form with your ad and ¢ heck made payable to the Orangetown Jewish Center
and send to: Andrea Sherman, 9 Hallmark Drive, New City, NY 10956.

Please clearly print, type, or attach exact copy for your Journal tribute or business
advertisement to reverse side of this form, or e-mail ad to: andreasherman@aol.com

Suggestions for submitting ads: Please print handwritten ads clearly. This is especially important for names. Avoid color; all ads are
printed in black and white. Avoid borders; if you include your own border, it will probably be cut out. If there are misspell ings, your
ad will be re -created and may look different from your submission. Faxes are not acceptable as artwork. If you have a lo go or
artwork that needs to be included in your ad, please e -mail or mail the original or a good quality copy. When attaching business
cards do not tape/staple as this makes it difficult to scan properly.

Please contact Journal Co -Chairs Brenda Josephs (8 45-365-1563; bcontent1l8@aol.com)
or Andrea Sherman (845 -634-2256; andreasherman@aol.com) with any questions.

Thank you for your contribution to the OJC.
Your donation is tax -deductible to the full extent of the law.
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Journey Group

A unique learning experience at OJC

In this Journey Group, we will study
texts about living meaningfully, with
awareness and gratitude. We will
ask the Abig ques
all of us will find our own answers

A journey group recognizes that
all of us are on our own Jewish
journey and that learning
together can assist us on the
way.

... or perhaps just find more

guestions.

Do you wonder about the nature of God? Does God have a special relationship with the Jewish people?
Does God have a plan for you? Do your actions matter in the large scheme of things? These questions are

a part of the Jewish journey.

We could travel along our journey alone, with books and meditation, with prayer and the work of our
hands. Judaism, however, teache s that we turn toward community. In this way our own journey becomes

part of something bigger.

Commit yourself now to this journey. Commit yourself to this group. And we will all be the richer and the

wiser for your participation.

Study with us for the

guestions or are ready to RSVP, email rabbi.drill@theojc.org or call (845) 359

-5920 ext. 8.

first session of the year i decide then if you would like to join us. If you have

Monday mornings, 11:00 7 12:30: September 15, October 6, November 3, December 1, 2008
January 5, February 2, March 2, April 6, May 4, 2009

Toward a Purposeful Jewish Life

Spend a year studying with Rabbi Paula Mack Drill

This year os

Responsible Life: The Spiritual Path of Muss&ame lively conversations, same meaningful

il ntrospecti

Mondays, 11:00 12:30

Middot and Mussar:
Self Improvement the Jewish way!

study

on é new

September 22, November 10, December 8, 2008

January 12, February9kKa b b al i st

March 16, April 13, May 11, 2009

16

of A Puamevswerk af Rabbi Ira Stobde
format! Join us!
Tu B6Shevat Seder! ],
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iy Pacanes Suit (o Gyllzge SUiE

OJC Sisterhoodould like to let our college students know that we are
about them. THeach Committesillsendd Ho |l i day Car ¢

1 NO COST f&hildrenof OJC Sisterhood Membe

T2
{ $18 for Grandchildren, Nephews/Nieces, etc @
-

OJC Sisterhood Members

To include the college student(s) in your family, completdaedndmdiar
(if applicable, with a check payable to OJC Sistegepiriper 8 for
packages to arrive prior to Rosh Hashakali.toteslie Levinson,
11 Ivy Place, Upper Saddle River, NJ 07458.

o i[Eil

Relation to recipient::

Phone Number: E-mail:

Student #1 Student #2
Name: Name:
College Address: College Address:

We welcome you to join the Koach Committee. Meet with other family mer
collegeage students and have fun as you help to plan, shop for and/or asse
care packages. Please check if you are interested i

planning/shopping assembly mailing

For more information call: Leslie Levinson aP289254 or -eail:
leslie@saddleriveradvisors.com
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lyyun Tefila

Have you ever said that you wished you knew what was going on
during Shabbat morning services?
Do you ever feel disconnected from the prayers in our Siddur?
Thisyear, dondét just ask! This year,

How do we pray on Shabbat morning?
What do we say when we pray? Why do we pray?

Join Rabbi Paula Mack Dirill
and a welcoming circle of learners
for a year of discussion and learning.
No prior knowledge required; all prior knowledge welcome!
Drop in to class anytime!

October 4, November 8, December 6, 2008
January 3, February 7, March 7, April 4, May 2, 2009

Learning Center, 8:45 - 9:30 am
After class, we will go together into the Sanctuary for services.

Mark your calendars today for a year of learning
with your heart and soul.

TALMUD B2Z2K/I UT

Study Talmud the classical way!

Join Rabbi Scheff and Rabbi Drill this year to study the Babylonian Talmud,
flasechet Berakhot. ©

In the study tradition of Havruta (partnered learning) and Shiur (class lesson) we
wi || make our way, ' i ne by | ine, throuc

Three Wednesday evenings per month following evening minyan, beginning
October 29, 2008.

Students will be purchasing a copy of the volume of the Babylonian Talmud,
fMlasechet Berakhotd wi t h Engl i sh transl ati on.

No experience necessary. Everyone welcome!
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