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The Rabbiõs Desk: Sixty Years Later 
 

In response to my High Holiday sermon about Israel this past year, a few thoughtful and caring 

congregants pooled their creative talents and gifted me a framed copy of an advertisement from Life 

Magazine, dated February 12, 1951. (Note the date, as it is significant for the last part of this column.) 

The ad, placed by the American Financial and Development Corporation for Israel, describes ñthe 

irresistible essence of hope and an unbounded futureò for Israel (then less than 3 years old), and invites 

Americans to ñhave a hand in the growth of the ancient new land of Israel.ò That entity today is known officially as the 

Development Corporation for Israel; we know it more simply as Israel Bonds. 

 

Most of you have heard my personal narrative regarding the State of Israel: how my family made aliyah when I was six 

years old; how I spent Yom Kippur in 1973 and the days and weeks that followed in and out of a bomb shelter; how my 

Israel experience shaped my love of the language, people and culture of Israel. Most of you may not know, however, that 

my association with Israel Bonds (besides the Bonds that I owned as gifts from others) began through connections with 

two specific individuals. Rabbi David Chanofsky of the Monsey Jewish Center invited me to join him on a Bonds mission 

to Israel with the Israel Bonds National Rabbinic Cabinet, a group of Conservative, Reform, Orthodox and 

Reconstructionist rabbis who placed the love of Israel as a value above all those things that made us different from one 

another. Jerry Stulberg, a long-time and honorary member of the OJC, advised me early in my rabbinate that I should 

devote myself whole-heartedly to serving one organization among the many that I support. As a result of both 

interactions, I became a member of the Rabbinic Cabinetôs executive committee in 1998, and since then I have met twice 

a year in New York with North American rabbis and have traveled to Israel annually for our Bonds conference to learn 

more about how Bonds dollars make new growth possible. I have even represented Israel Bonds on a few occasions at 

regional sermon seminars where I have spoken to other rabbis about including Bonds in their holiday sermons.  

The Rabbinic Cabinet is both the spiritual voice and religious activist of the world of Bonds. This network endures as the 

single largest effort of rabbis whose organizing principle is the fulfillment of the mitzvot of Kiyum ha-Umah (the 

sustaining of the State) and Binyan ha-Aretz (the building of the Land). Sixty years ago, when David Ben Gurion first 

came to America to promote the sale of Bonds as an investment in Israelôs future, he remarked that he knew that there 

would be a state for the Jews, but he wondered whether the Jews would be there for the state. The Rabbinic Cabinet was 

formed partly in response to that question. Our goal is to ensure close economic and spiritual ties between the State of 

Israel and the Jewish People in the Diaspora through the widespread investment in Israel Bonds by Jews everywhere. 

On January 1, 2011, I began my two-year term as chairman of the Rabbinic Cabinet of Israel Bonds. I am proud to hold a 

leadership role in this organization, and I am grateful to the OJC community and its leadership for supporting me in this 

pursuit. When Rabbi Martin Pasternak, executive director of the Synagogue Division of Israel Bonds, told me (at the end 

of December) that we should hold a formal installation at the OJC, I indicated that February 12, 2011 was an available 

Shabbat morning on the OJC calendar. Note the date once again. It wasnôt until I sat down to write this article (January 3) 

that I realized the date was the same as the one on the Life Magazine ad from sixty years ago. Some things, as someone 

once said, are bashert.  

(continued on p. 12) 
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From the Presidentõs Pen 
Shalom Chaverim, 

 
One of the many benefits of being part of a community like the OJC is that collectively we 

celebrate simchas and joyous times together, and we also share in times of sorrow. Last 

spring our congregation lost a dear and beloved friend. Bernie Schiffmiller, may his 

memory be for a blessing, was a founding member of our synagogue and a constant 

presence in our shul. I know that many of us have cherished memories of Bernie. We 

remember him in his ñregularò Shabbat seat, leading and educating us in our daily minyanim, and of course we 

remember his warm and endearing smile. Bernie wanted to ensure that his love of Judaism would continue to be 

a source of inspiration to us and to future generations at the OJC. As many of you know, part of Bernieôs legacy 

remains with us through his donation of our new Shabbat and weekday siddurim, High Holiday mahzorim, 

chumashim, and youth siddurim. These prayer books comprise the Bernie Schiffmiller Sacred Text Collection. 

Each time we daven together we are reminded of Bernieôs kind and generous nature. 

 

Bernieôs graciousness not only is a benefit to our community, but will benefit another congregation as 

well. Temple Beth Shalom in Fairlawn, NJ, was in need of siddurim for their congregation. We have donated 

our old siddurim to that synagogue. Before donating these siddurim, we offered our congregants the opportunity 

to keep a siddur that they may have donated or was dedicated to them. I would like to thank Judy Cohen, Eileen 

Rogers, and their committee for creating a catalog of all the dedications of the past siddurim. I appreciate their 

efforts and commitment in completing this project so efficiently and in so timely a manner. Each dedication was 

alphabetized and recorded. This catalog not only made retrieval easier, but has created a lasting archive of all 

the past siddurim dedications. 

 

New opportunities for dedications of our Bernie Schiffmiller Sacred Text Collection are also possible.  

Please consider dedicating any of the prayer books in memory or in honor of a loved one, or in celebration of a 

family milestone or simcha. Each dedication will be recognized with a beautiful label inside the cover of the 

siddur. This is an ongoing opportunity to honor Bernieôs memory. It also carries on the OJC tradition of 

dedicating our holy texts in honor of parents, children, grandchildren, friends and congregants whom we value 

in our lives. If you would like more information regarding siddurim dedications please contact Krista Bohn in 

the OJC office. 

 

May we learn from Bernieôs example and strive to live our lives with compassion, generosity, and 

commitment.  

 

BôShalom, 

Kim Lori Sokol 
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    From the Educational Directorõs Desk 
 

One of the great joys of being the Educational Director of the OJC is that I am always re-

envisioning our Religious School. I am proud that the school promotes learning that fosters 

connections between our children and the community because this truly helps our children 

understand what being Jewish really is. Our curriculum supplies learning for the Bônai 

Mitzvah, but we donôt spend years on ñroteò because we believe this occasion is not the 

endpoint of a young person's Jewish education; it is the beginning. In the OJC Religious 

School, living and behaving Jewishly is central to our learning. The school is a laboratory 

for constructing Jewish knowledge, commitment and identity. (Note: We, as adults, are still under construction 

too!) At the OJC Religious School, we pray, learn, discuss, question, contemplate, celebrate, eat, sing and do 

mitzvot ïthese are all meaningful ways for Jewish learning. Our educational tools include everything from 

reciting the Shema in sign language for enhanced understanding to totally ñgoing greenò to demonstrate bal 

tashchitð conserving our natural resources. Our school is always trying to infuse our Jewish learning with 

authentic real-life applicability to motivate our students and show the value of all they learn at the OJC.   

  At a recent faculty meeting, our extraordinary teachers were lamenting that there is NEVER enough 

time. Our Jewish learning includes a spiraling developmentally appropriate curriculum: the ñbasics,ò history, 

Israel, exploring the concept of God, holidays, prayers, Shabbat, the stories of our people as well as many extra- 

curricular activities, all to create knowledgeable, committed happy Jews. As the Educational Director, I 

understand the HUGE responsibility our teachers have to educate the next generation of Jews. We are very 

grateful for our amazing educators. But I know there will NEVER be enough time in school. Therefore, the 

classroom cannot be the only place where Jewish learning happens. A classroom teacher is not and cannot be 

the only Jewish educator a child has. Each of us is a Jewish educator, an important role model for children. 

Jewish learning cannot be boxed in by the walls of our classrooms or by the clock. So I ask you to remember 

that EVERY moment in a Jewish childôs life is a teaching moment.  

 As always, our days in Religious School are productive and busy. New for 2011, our students in grades 

3- 5 will have an opportunity to choose electives. Our whole school will spend time with Daniel Sonnenschein, 

the Rockland JCCôs Israeli Shaliach, who will bring todayôs Israel into the classrooms with innovative learning 

and fun. Now, students in grades 4-6 will not only lead special Erev Shabbat services and selected Shabbat 

morning services, they will also lead Havdallah. Our school also has a new monthly Havdallah program for 

children in Nursery School through second grade called ñWicks and Flicksò (services, seudah, movie and 

pajamas!) This month, our third graders will decorate covers with their parents for the personalized siddurim 

they will receive on February 4
th
 when they lead Erev Shabbat services and share a family dinner with their 

classmates.    

Progress reports were e-mailed along with classroom updates and parent-teacher conference requests. If you are 

not on our e-mail list, please call the school office. Mark your calendar to join us on Sunday, February 13
th
 for 

unforgettable music, food and fun for the entire family, including a concert with the award-winning high school 

choir of the Golda Och Academy and a sing-down with our rabbis.    

 To conclude, in school, at home, in synagogue, and in our community, letôs all be conscious to impart 

Jewish knowledge, values and joy to create vibrant, meaningful memories and a Jewish life for our children and 

the future. 

Please remember Connection + Commitment = Community + Continuity 

Bô Shalom, 

Sandy Borowsky                
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THE ORANGETOWN JEWISH CENTER  

NURSERY SCHOOL  
 

 
 

is now registering for 2011  
 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR AN OPEN HOUSE AND TOUR : 

EVERY FRIDAY DURING FEBRUARY AND MARCH  

Welcome Shabbat with our Nursery School Community 

11am-Noon- Songs, Snack and Fun 
EVERYONE IS WELCOME! TELL YOUR FRIENDS and FAMILY! 

RSVP Required. Please call the school office.   

OUR SCHOOL OFFERS: 
A Fun, Creative, Developmental Secular and Jewish Curriculum  

Literacy, Art, Music, Science, Math, Shabbat, Holidays and moreé 

The personal attention each child deserves ! 
Create, Explore, Discover, and Experience  

Build Self -Esteem and Make New Friends  
 

Loving and Nurturing Staff ï Great Student/Teacher Ratio 
Affordable Tuition/ Flexible Schedules/ Extended Days 

Member Discount/ Free Memberships for New Enrollees 
 

TERRIFIC TWOS  - 2 AND 3 DAY A WEEK OPTIONS 

THRILLING THREES  - 3 DAYS A WEEK, EXTENDED DAYS AVAILABLE  

FABULOUS FOURS- 5 DAYS A WEEK, EXTENDED DAYS AVAILABLE  

AFTERNOON ENRICHMENT - MONDAYðFRIDAY , NOON to 2PM 

Cooking, Messy Play, Science Experiments, Jewish Culture Club 

BABY Nô ME (Grandparents too!) Wednesdays- 11am -noon for ages 12-24 mos. 

 

Summer Kiddie Kamp 2011  
July 6th- August 12th- for 2, 3, and 4 year olds - Mondays, Wednesdays, Friday s 10am - 2pm.   

Kiddie Pools and Fun themes  

Summer Treats, Bugs and Critters, Silly Animals, Oceans of Fun, Silly Hat Day,  

Stuffed Animal Show, lots more fun!  
 

Please call Sandra Borowsky, MS .Ed, Educational Director,  
at  (845) 398 -3982, ext. 110 to RSVP, register or for more information.  

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT www.theojc.org  

 

http://www.theojc.org/
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OJC ONGOING LEARNING AT A GLANCE 

February 2011 
 

Torah nõ Treats 
Wednesdays, February 2 and 16 at 12:30 p.m. 

Studies in the Bibleõs Book of Ketuvim with Rabbi Scheff 
 

Text and Context 
Thursdays: 10 a.m. ð 11 a.m., February 3, 10, 17, and 24 

Parashat hashavua (the weekly Torah portion) with Rabbi Scheff 
 

Iyyun Tefillah 
Saturday at 8:45 a.m., February 5 

An in-depth exploration of the Shabbat liturgy with Rabbi Drill 

 

Rabbiõs Talmud Study Group 
 Wednesdays, February 9 and 23 at 7:30 p.m.  

A weekly group study of Talmudic passages with Rabbi Scheff 
 

Monday Morning Midrash 
Monday, February 14 at 11:00 a.m. 

Join Rabbi Drill monthly as we explore the creative lore of our tradition 
   

Biblical Archaeology 
Monday, February 14 at 7:30 p.m. 

Join Barry Yarkon to discuss the methods and findings of Biblical Archaeology 
as they apply to Jewish history and the Tanakh! 

 

Biography of God 
NOTE:  Monday, March 7 at 7:30pm 

Explore Jewish Perspectives and Personal Theologies with Rabbi Drill 
 

And we welcome back: 
 

Dr. Marty Cohenõs Friday Night lecture Series 
Friday night, February 18 during our 7 p.m. Shabbat service 

This month: òJewishó Pirates of the Caribbean 
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Sanction Iranôs Suppliers 
 

Iran can now complete the entire nuclear fuel cycle without outside help. Or at least thatôs what the 

head of the countryôs Atomic Energy Organization claims. The likely truth is that Iran has not yet 

reached that capability. Despite Iranôs bravado, the Islamic Republic remains dependent on outside 

materials to keep its nuclear program operating.  

 

Still, that is no reason to stop worrying about the Islamist theocracyôs nuclear ambitions. Somedayð

and someday soonðIran could be self-sufficient. 

 

For many years, the United States has been trying to stop shipments of nuclear supplies to Iran and 

punish those responsible for exporting the materials. Presidents Clinton, Bush and Obama each signed 

executive orders that target the assets of any entity involved in weapons of mass destruction or missile 

proliferation. And Congress has targeted Iran with sanctions legislation for more than a decade.  

 

The most recent of these laws, the Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, Accountability, and Divestment Act, 

imposed new penalties on countries that serve as transshipment points for illicit materials heading to 

Iran. The legislation also targeted the Islamic Republicôs dependence on refined petroleum and, as 

demonstrated by the reaction to recent subsidy cuts on gasoline in Iran, the Islamic Republic is feeling 

the pressure. 

 

Yet, much more needs to be done to enforce these laws and to stop Iran from acquiring parts for its 

nuclear program. U.S. law requires that the State Department issue a report every six months on 

companies aiding Iran, and requires the implementation of sanctions against the entities. Neither the 

Bush nor the Obama administration has met the reporting deadlines set by Congress.  

 

In fact, the report for fiscal year 2007 was only recently delivered to Congress. The administration 

needs to compile these reports on time and sanction the companies identified in the reports, including 

those from China. 

 

In addition, the United States needs to station additional enforcement personnel at key trading hubs 

around the world. Itôs hard to conduct investigations and prevent illicit shipments to Iran if there are 

not enough people assigned to do that. The United States currently has just one export enforcement 

agent in China and one in the United Arab Emirates. That wonôt do the trick. 

 

By targeting those who enable Iranôs nuclear and missile program, the United States can slow Iranôs 

progress towards a nuclear weapon capability. Such a slowdown can allow more time for international 

sanctionsðwhich are having real impact on Iranôs economyðto persuade Iranôs leaders that their 

nuclear ambitions are not worth the cost. 
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Sisterhood Shabbat: A Celebration 
 

What a weekend!! Sisterhood Shabbat is exciting and stimulating every year. Our women fulfill 

traditional roles and move many steps beyond our old understandings. Women davening and leading 

services is not new at OJC and this weekend was inspiring. Rabbi Dahlia Kronishôs words and 

teachings were especially suited to our women. And, of course, Rabbi Drill, our Shaliach, was ñright 

on.ò 
 

Thank you to Gabi Lewy and Lydia Katz for organizing the weekend. Thank you to Rosina Hirsh for 

arranging all the parts of the services and making sure we were all prepared. Thank you to Faye 

Dinowitz and Barbara Brumer and their committee for such a wonderful Shabbat dinner. And thank 

you to Barbara Rosen and her committee for organizing the delicious Kiddush on Shabbat. 
 

So, is it redundant to ask ourselves where we stand as Jewish women in 5771? How do we think about 

Sisterhood for ourselves and our families? Does Sisterhood, or being a Jewish woman, mean the same 

today as it did for our mothers? Equality for women and the thread of tolerance started only a 

generation ago in the Conservative movement. It has led to inclusion as full, responsible synagogue 

members. We celebrate Sisterhood Shabbat not as an unusual event, but in recognition of our women 

who are ALWAYS valued participants. And while we are thinking of our womenôs changing roles in 

Jewish observance, the World Wide Wrap comes to mind. This event, sponsored by Menôs Club in 

February, will involve and invite both men and women to be part of the experience of wearing tefillin. 

And, what about our Women and the Torah project and photo op? That statement to the governing 

body of Israel envisions women as equal individuals, not disrespectful of other beliefs and expressions, 

but equal in the ability to choose our own paths.  
 

So then, what of the more traditional roles for women and Sisterhood? We celebrate our love of family 

and community with all the long-established customs that fill our hearts. We organize, we fundraise, 

we support, we prepare, we cook, we knit, we meet, and we do it all. We are Sisterhood. 
 

Watch for information about our Girls Night Out  scheduled in March. Sisterhood is organizing a 

Passover Wine Sale. Be on the lookout for more information about ordering your Pesach wine through 

OJC. 
 

VP Programming        VP Ways and Means                  VP Membership 

Lydia Katz          Carol Baker         Rhonda Plawner 

Gabi Lewy          Pam Berg          Gail Sanders 

           Mimi Rosenstock 
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Men's Club Happenings 

 

On Sunday, December 5
th
 we held our second annual Jazz Brunch with Jon Weber. This 

composer, performer and radio personality provided the 50 attendees with a performance 

and insight into the music of Richard Rodgers and his contemporaries. If you were not 

there, you missed something special. 

 

Speaking of special, there are two events in February that you should be part of. The first 

will occur on Sunday, February 6, a few days after you get this Shaliach. This is the second annual World Wide 

Wrap (the 11
th
 for the Federation of Jewish Men's Clubs) in which we invite men and women to join Jews 

around the world in fulfilling one of our most valued mitzvot ï putting on tefillin. Last year 65 members of the 

OJC participated in this spiritual experience. This year, we are inviting the 5
th
 and 6

th
 grade students and their 

parents. After observing the adults wrap tefillin, and then the morning services and breakfast, the children will 

participate in the ñBuild-A-Pairò program and will make a simulated pair of tefillin for themselves. After they 

build their own pair, we will raffle off a real set of tefillin suitable for a Bar/Bat Mitzvah student. Each child 

will get a free raffle ticket. Adults pay $10 each and also get a raffle ticket. Proceeds help provide mezuzot and 

tefillin for synagogues in Latin America and former Soviet bloc countries. Contact Jeff Horowitz to sign up. 

 

Sunday, February 27
th
 is a date you should mark on your calendar and tell your friends. We will host former 

Israeli Ambassador Asher Naim at 12 noon. An author, educator and statesman, Ambassador Naim has 

represented Israel for over 50 years. He has been ambassador to several countries, including Ethiopia where he 

worked on ñOperation Solomonò to help Ethiopian Jews flee the internal conflict and get to Israel. His work in 

the United States included the position of Consul General and representative of Israel at the UN. He has been 

involved in some events that made headlines and many more events behind the scenes. This will be your chance 

to hear about the Israeli-Arab conflict from a truly unique perspective. This event will be open to everyone in 

Rockland and Bergen counties and seats will be limited to the sanctuary. Tickets will be $18 each and all 

proceeds will go to the Bruce Cowen Scholarship Fund. We anticipate that the tickets will go fast so you need 

to get them from Larry Rosenberg.   

 

Saturday, March 26
th
 is Men's Club Shabbat. This is a time where we recognize men who have done service for 

our synagogue. It is also a time for some of us to grow and challenge ourselves by reading Torah, the Haftarah, 

or taking on another part of the service.  If you are interested, please contact Lloyd Fishman. 

  

As a result of scheduling conflicts for our rabbis, coupled with difficulties for other dates, the Men's Club 

Comedy Night originally set for Saturday night, March 26
th
 has been rescheduled to the fall. We regret having 

to do this but we really want to put on the best show for everybody. 

 

Save the date of April 7
th
 for the annual Man of the Year Dinner at which we honor a man who has given 

service to the OJC without fanfare. We are currently seeking nominations for our Man of the Year. Previous 

honorees were Phil Mosner, Lloyd Fishman and Jeff Horowitz.  We will honor the Man of the Year at a dinner 

on April 7
th
 in Westchester with other Menôs Clubs in the Hudson Valley Region. Please contact me with your 

recommendations. 

 

We look forward to seeing you at our events. 
 

Bart Bookman 
Men's Club President 
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Tanakh Thoughts                                           by Marty Cohen  

 

      

 

 
 

One of the problems in trying to discern the original meaning of large sections of Tanakh is that the 

Bible was first written down in many stages over long periods of time. During that time, which was 

perhaps close to eight hundred years, Hebrew underwent many changes. Certain words became 

obsolete, new words were borrowed from other languages, many changes in idioms and common 

expressions occurred, and many words took on new meanings. This monthôs article, based on the Book 

of Samuel, discusses one such change. 
 

After the tragic death of King Saul, his son Jonathan, and many Israelites at the hands of the Philistines 

on Mount Gilboa, David did not become king over all Israel right away. In fact, there followed a period 

of civil war when David was king over his own tribe of Judah and some of the other southerners, and a 

military leader named Abner had a surviving son of Saul, named Ish-boshet, proclaimed as king over 

the northern tribes. It was only after some military victories and the assassination of both Abner and 

Ish-boshet, (not by David,) that David became king over all the people. 
 

The name Ish-boshet in Hebrew means ña man of shame.ò What sort of a name is that for a kingôs son? 

The Book of Chronicles, a latter-day summary of earlier events, makes it clear that the manôs name was 

really Ish-baal, which means ña man of [the god] Baal.ò Ish-boshet is thus a substitution. The scribe or 

scribes who wrote down the name were evidently embarrassed that Saul, an apparent worshipper of the 

one Israelite god, would name his son after the Canaanite storm god, Baal, so they referred to him as ña 

man of shame.ò (This exact substitution occurs two other times in Tanakh for persons apparently 

named in honor of Baal.) 
 

The question then arises as to why Saul would do such a thing in naming his son. The answer lies with 

the changing usage of terms. For example, the term ñAdonò as incorporated into the name ñAdonaiò 

really means master, lord or sir. Baal, though it clearly can refer to the Canaanite god, can also mean 

master, lord, or someone in a position of strength or influence. This survives in Jewish culture even 

today when a Torah reader is called Baal Korah (Master of the Reading) or a Jew returning to the 

tradition is called Baal T'shuvah (Master of the Return).   
 

Scholars believe that the original use of the term Baal meant nothing more than master or lord. Later, in 

Canaanite society (Canaanite was linguistically close to early Hebrew), Baal was used to mean the 

Lord, just as in Islam Allah means the God. But in Saulôs time, Baal could mean either the storm god or 

simply ñthe master.ò So, the scholars continue in their reasoning, Saulôs selected name for his son of 

ñIsh-baalò meant nothing more than ña man of the Lord,ò with the Israelite God being the Lord in 

question.   
 

Whatôs in a name? Apparently, a lot to the scribes who substituted Ish-boshet, ña man of shame,ò for 

the original name of King Saulôs son. 
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From the Editor: 
 

Some folks say that meditation is not a Jewish thing. They claim itôs Eastern (not Eastern European or 
mid-Eastern) and that itôs for leftover hippies mired in the sixties. (Incidentally, some folks also say 

that if you remember the sixties, you werenôt there!)  
 

I maintain that meditation can be extremely Jewish, especially guided visual meditation. Guided visual 

meditation is when someone who knows more than you do and is your spiritual superior has you sit in a  

circle, close your eyes, and place your hands either cupped upward for receiving or palms down for 

being grounded. Okay, the leftover hippies in this crowd should proceed. The scoffers can stop reading 

here and put their hands wherever they want.  
 

Next, youôre supposed to sit straight in your chair. Now thatôs Jewish. Your mother always hollered at 

you to sit up straight in your chair. Youôre supposed to feel as if you have a string attached to the top of 

your head and that string is gently tugging you upward so that your spine is stretched and loose. Tell 

me what chiropractor hasnôt told you the very same thing! 
 

Now comes the actual meditation part. The person who knows more than you do and is your spiritual 

superior then verbally conducts you into a restful place, letôs say a peaceful garden, where you wander, 

cheerfully taking in the greenery, the flowers, and the chance of thundershowers or, if itôs February, a 

monster blizzard. Actually, youôre supposed to remain fixated on the trees and flowers, but if youôre 

Jewish, youôll probably be mentally catching pneumonia from all the other meditators breathing germs 

in your direction. If itôs June, youôll be experiencing an allergy attack of vast proportions. These 

digressions may make it difficult for you to romp happily through the daisies and hyacinths, but thatôs 

what Jewish meditation is all about. Itôs meant to provide obstacles to relaxation so that you can feel 

exactly the way you do when youôre not meditating. Thereôs just the added dimension of doing 

something that makes you look goofy. 
 

When was the last time you frolicked in a meadow, plucking petals from daisies and murmuring ñhe 

loves me, he loves me notò? Which of you would have the guts to admit it if you did? And who would 

believe you? Thatôs the beauty part. If you participate in guided visual meditation, you donôt dare admit 

it to a soul. The people meditating with you will pass you in Shop Rite without even a glance of 

recognition. They might even cross the street to avoid you if they see you coming. This could be your 

very best-kept secret. Jews need practice in keeping secrets. 
 

After youôve played in the garden for awhile (donôt dirty your clothes; mother will be peeved), the 

person who knows more than you do and is your spiritual superior will gently summon you back to 

your seat in the circle. He or she will do this by banging on a tremendous gong and screaming, ñSnap 

out of it!ò Oops! Sorry. Thatôs what will happen if your thoughts roam into the chocolate ice cream 

sundae realm instead of the garden. Your guide will actually say something like, ñOkay, boys and girls. 

Iôm going to count backwards from ten and when I reach one, open your eyes and rejoin our circle.ò 

You begin to count backwards along with your guide and the child within you will probably be 

extremely vexed when ñoneò isnôt followed by ñzeroò and then ñblast off!ò Nevertheless, you will feel 

relaxed, happy, peaceful, serene and quietðfor at least 15 seconds. It will pass, because after all, 

youôre Jewish. 
 

Judy Cohen 
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(Rabbi, continued from page 1) 
 

In my role as chairman, I will spend the next two years working toward the development of better educational materials that 

help connect the Israel of 1948 with the Israel of today. Certain realities may have changed, but the dream remains the same. 

Our personal Israel narratives need to take both into account, especially if Israel is going to be a relevant part of our childrenôs 

Jewish identities. As much as the State of Israelôs past may belong to our parentsô generation, Israelôs future belongs to us. 
 

I hope you will join me on the Shabbat morning of February 12
th
  to share in this personal and communal milestone. 

  Rabbi Craig Scheff 
 

 

February Bõnai Mitzvah 
 

Matthew Aaron Price 
 

We invite our OJC family to share our celebration of Matthewôs Bar Mitzvah. An honor student at Felix Festa Middle School, 

Matt hasnôt met a puzzle he canôt master or a project he canôt build. Our synagogue is his second home, where he is an 

enthusiastic Religious School student, a member of our youth program, and an active participant in our services nearly every 

Shabbat and Yom Tov. An outstanding son and big brother, Matt is a walking encyclopedia of all things Yankees, and has won 

the hearts of so many congregants with his warm and easy smile, genuine affection and selflessness. 

He is giving back to those who helped him become the young man he is today by collecting new and 

gently used childrenôs books for A Starting Place, a school for exceptional children in Pearl River. 

He welcomes your donations in the box in our school wing and thanks you for your generosity. 

Please schep nachas with us when Matthew is called to the Torah on February 5
th
.  

 

Renee, Howard, and Miranda Price 
 

Cara Morgan Levine 
 

Our daughter Cara will be called to the torah as a Bat Mitzvah on Saturday February 26. Cara is a 7
th
 

grade honor student at South Orangetown Middle School. She has grown both spiritually and 

Jewishly since kindergarten at the OJC Religious School.  

 Cara enjoys spending time with friends and family and plays lacrosse for the Orangetown Wildcats. For her Mitzvah 

Project, she will be working with Holocaust survivors to create a multimedia presentation for the Holocaust Museum and Study 

Center in Spring Valley along with the Holocaust committee at the OJC. 

 We are very proud of our daughter. She is a wonderful role model for her sisters Emily, 9, and Jordyn, 7. We thank all 

of her teachers from kindergarten until now, especially Rabbi Scheff and Rabbi Drill for helping Cara prepare for this very 

special milestone. We would be honored to have our OJC family join us for this simcha. 
 

Cindy, Marc, Emily & Jordyn Levine  
 

 

Helping Hands Needs You! 
 

As you may know, we will be picking up additional nights for Helping Hands. Already scheduled is the double-header of 

February 13-14 that some of you have already volunteered for and some are still thinking about. We will also be hosting our 

guests on the following Mondays: March 14
th
 and April 4

th
.  

 

Please RSVP for the days that youôre able to help out. We may be doing some of the cooking on the previous Sundays. Details 

will be available as we move forward. Contact Elinor Singerman or Geoffrey Cantor if youôre available to help. 
 

Hereôs to another season of fun and mitzvot all combined in Geoffreyôs Kitchen (alias the OJC).  
 

 

Attention Ladies! 
 

Here is your opportunity to do a good deed! 
 

On Wednesday evenings, a group of men get together at OJC to enjoy good company and play poker for a few hours. Why not 

suggest that your husband join us? A call to Henry Rosen at (845) 624-5934 will provide you with further information. 
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Orangetown Jewish Center  
Proudly Presents 

 
An Unforgettable Evening  

of 
 Music and Fun for the Entire Family! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Concert with the Award-Winning High School Choir of 
The Golda Och Academy,  

a Solomon Schechter Day School, 
Sunday February 13, 2011 

 

3:30 Fun Foods and Silent Auction 
[Great stuff for kids, teens and their parents!] 

4:30 Concert with the Choir 
5:30 Raffle Pull & Sing Down [Community vs. Your Rabbis!!] 
 

Sponsored by The OJC Religious School & Youth Community 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

$18 per person.  $12 for children 3-12. Maximum charge for family $54 

RSVP or questions to Pam Berg dae24124@optonline.net or (201) 573-1660.  

Family Name: _________________________ 

Number Attending  ___ Adults   ____ Children  ____ Children under 3 (free) 

Amount Enclosed: ____________  

Mail to Pam Berg, 556 Barr Court, River Vale, NJ 07675 

mailto:dae24124@optonline.net
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Questions You May (Or May Not) Be Asking About Our Literary Magazine 

 

Q: When am I gonna see it? 

 

A: We hope to have our first issue in your hands by early summer. 

 

Q: Whoôs writing the stuff? 

 

A: Everything weôre collecting is (and was) written by adult OJC members. 

 

Q: What kind of stuff is it? 

 

A: So far we have short stories, poetry, reminiscences, philosophy, and a one-act play. 

 

Q: So whaddya want from me? 

 

A: If you have any writing ability at all, we want to see your work. Wouldnôt you like to be immortalized in the very first issue 

of our creative endeavors? It could end up being a collectorôs item!  

 

Q: Whatever. So how much will it cost me? 

 

A: Nary a cent. It will arrive in your mailbox just the way the Shaliach does now.  

 

Q: What else do I need to know? 

 
A: You need to know where to send your masterworks. Email them to Judy Cohen at gyzortle@optonline.net. We still have 

time before we declare a deadline. Unlike the hard-hearted editor of the Shaliach, no one will hound you to get your creative 

writings in on time. Well, maybe weôll be a little more persistent as we get closer to the summer. But thereôs still time. 

 
Q: Youôre a noodge, arenôt you? 

 

A: Whatever. 

 

 

Attention Men! 

 

Did your wife see the notice placed elsewhere in this publication calling all men to the Wednesday night poker games? 

Did she bring it to your attention? If not, hereôs what she should have told you. A group of men gather every Wednesday 

night at OJC for an evening of good company and to play poker. If you would like to join us and want more information 

please call Henry Rosen at (845) 624-5934. 
 

 

Famous Quotes from Famous Jews 

 

I once wanted to become an atheist but I gave it up. They have no holidays. 

ðHenny Youngman 
 

My idea of an agreeable person is a person who agrees with me. 

ðBenjamin Disraeli 
 

Itôs so simple to be wise. Just think of something stupid to say and then donôt say it. 

ðSam Levenson 

 

When I bore people at a party they think itôs their fault. 

ðHenry Kissinger  

mailto:gyzortle@optonline.net
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