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__________________________________________________________________________________________  

       The Rabbiõs Desk: A Purim Message from an Unfunny Rabbi   

Pandemonium broke out in my house tonight. It began innocently enough with my 

announcement that I needed a couple of hours of quiet concentration to write my Shaliach 

column. ñYeah, no prob,ò was the barely audible response. They were unsurprised and 

unimpressed. Every other month, another column. As I tried to slip out of the kitchen, I quietly 

added, ñUm, itôs for the Adar Shaliach.ò Ben looked up at this but turned to Josh with evident 

relief, ñIôm sure itôs for Adar One.ò I looked from one to the other with guilty dismay. ñNo, 

actually, itôs for Adar Two. I am actually writing the column for the Purim Shaliach.ò I add in a rush of words, 

ñNo worries. I can be funny. I am going right now to write a funny column.ò 

        In one voice came their reply filled with horror and worse, embarrassment. ñNo, Mom, not that! Did you 

forget? Youôre not funny! How did you get into this terrible predicament?ò 

        Yes, how indeed? Every rabbi takes his or her turn writing meaningful columns to inform and educate the 

community. But the Purim issue? One needs to actually be humorous to write something with irony, with clever 

puns and wordplay. As my children will quickly tell you, I am not funny.  

        How DID I get into this predicament? It all began when Rabbi Scheff suggested that we switch writing 

months for the coming year. Writing columns for September and November instead of October and December 

would sharpen our minds and open channels of creativity. ñGreat,ò I had answered, ñbut you know I cannot 

write for Adar.ò    

        ñNo problem,ò he promised with a twinkle in his eye, ñIôll write for Adar!ò At the time, that twinkle 

seemed filled with friendship and protection. Now I know what that twinkle was all about. Oh, he wrote for 

Adar all right! He wrote for Adar One, the extra month thrown into the Jewish calendar to even out the lunar 

months. Nothing happens in Adar One, nothing that is, except that the funny rabbi wrote a column for it, 

leaving the unfunny rabbi to write for Adar Two. Adar Two is the month when we say, Be happy, itôs Adar! 

The month when we say, ñWhen Adar enters, joy increases.ò The month when Purim Torah, being funny, is all 

the rage.   

         So here I am, an unfunny rabbi writing for the funny month. I do not need my children to remind me that I 

am not funny. I have a long and sad history of being unfunny. It began at my dinner table as a child. My 

memory of dinner times is a long string of hilarious jokes told by my dad. I laughed my way through hundreds 

of meals. My dad came from a long line of funny Macks. Family gatherings were loud, every other moment 

punctuated by bursts of laughter. One unforgettable night, I decided that it was my turn to step up into the role 

of being a funny Mack. I took a deep breath and stood up on my chair, asking for attention. With my heart in 

my throat, I told my joke. What followed I will never forget: a long minute of absolute silence. As I recall, my 

mom broke the silence with, ñEat your meatloaf, Sweetheart.ò As I ran sobbing from the table, my dad called 

after me, ñBut youôre so good at math. Not everyone can tell a joke.ò 

        I decided to conquer my fear and put that terrible moment to bed by joining the Stand-Up Comedians Club 

in high school. At the second meeting, they handed me a field hockey stick and suggested I find better pathways 

to use my energy.   

(continued on p. 12) 
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From the Presidentõs Pen 
 

Shalom Chaverim, 

Purim is a time of great celebration and fun. It is a time to dress up, to celebrate good over 

evil, to make noise and just be silly. With the chaos and difficulties surrounding us 

seemingly every day, letôs allow ourselves this Purim to laugh, to make fun of ourselves, to 

just plain celebrate! Thank you to all those involved in making our Purim celebration at the 

OJC fantastic. From the Megillah reading, to the Purimspiel, to the Youth Group Purim 

Carnival, there are many fun ways to celebrate Purim at the OJC. 

Because the humor part of my brain froze with everything else last month, rather than run a funny article 

for this Shaliach, I offer you a little Purim fun.  Enjoy finding all the PURIM words below.  Itôs fun for grown-

ups and kids alike. Happy Purim! 
 

A Z E R T F Y H K F W T O C F 

S X W N E Z Q A W X I J A S G 

A G Q A E W W M U Q T C P E N 

D M S Z H L R A S D H M E M I 

J T D T P O R N Z A S Y R U K 

H U M M A N T A S H A N S T H 

H W G O G S S H P L V M H S O 

T A O R L O V W E A A X E O L 

P B L Z O E J I E I Q H Y C I 

Z U I L R G P X D J S J B Z D 

A C R O I H G E M I V W O Q A 

V B S I C G L E N U D V Y X Y 

U X M S M S E A R E H T S E L 

P E R S I A B M S H U S H A N 

I A H C E D R O M N E E U Q C 

 

 

ACHASHVEROS ARLENE BANISH 

BOO COSTUMES ESTHER 

FEAST GROGGER HAMAN  

HOLIDAY  HUMMANTASHAN  JEWS 

KING MAIDELS MEGILLAH  

MORDECHAI PERSHEYBOYS PERSIA 

PURIM QUEEN SCHPIEL 

SHUSHAN VASHTI  

 



 4 

    From the Educational Directorõs Desk 
 

Happy Adar! Letôs have fun!!!!!! J As the Educational Director, it is always my pleasure to 

answer questions for students, parents, teachers, congregants and prospective families. In fact, 

many of my bulletin articles address these inquiries. Now for the month of Adar, I would like 

to pose 18 of my own questions, in no particular order. Please free feel to email me the 

answers. In fact, next month if you would like, you can write my article- LOL. Can you please 

tell me . . .  

 

1.  Why is the time of the day with the slowest traffic called rush hour? 

2.  How important does a person have to be before heôs considered assassinated instead of just murdered?  

3.  Why do you have to ñput your two cents in,ò but itôs only a ñpenny for your thoughtsò? Whereôs that extra 

penny going?  

4.  Why does a round pizza come in a square box?  

5.  How is it that we put a man on the moon before we figured out it would be a good idea to put wheels on 

luggage?  

6. Why is it that people say they ñslept like a babyò when babies wake up like every 2 hours?  

7.   Why are you IN a movie, but you're ON TV?  

8.   Why do doctors leave the room while you change? Theyôre going to see you without clothes on anyway.  

9.   If Jimmy cracks corn and no one cares, why is there a whole song about him?  

10.  You know the indestructible black box thatôs used on airplanes? Why donôt they make the whole plane 

from that stuff? 

11.  Why do the Alphabet song and Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star have the same tune?  

12.  Why doesn't Tarzan have a beard? 

13.  How do those dead bugs get into those enclosed light fixtures? 

14   Why is the man who invests all your money called a broker? 

15.  Why is ñabbreviatedò such a long word? 

16.  Why is it that doctors call what they do ñpracticeò? 

17.  Why is lemon juice made with artificial flavor and dishwashing liquid made with  real lemons? 

18.  Why donôt we ever see the headlines ñPsychic Wins Lotteryò? 

 
 Please remember the four main mitzvot of Purim: hearing the Megillah (The Book of Esther); sending 

mishloach manot (gifts of food and drink) to friends, neighbors and family; matanot lôevyonim (giving to the 

poor); and partaking of a seudat Purim (Purim meal). Our children in kindergarten, first and second grades will 

have a Purim Costume Parade and special program on Wednesday, March 16th. We invite our whole 

community to our Religious Schoolôs 8th Annual Catch a Rising Jewish Star Talent Show on Tuesday, March 

15th for our students in grades 3-7. Please join the OJC community on Shabbat for services and after Shabbat 

for the Megillah reading and an extraordinary Purimspiel on March 19th. The fabulous Purim Carnival will be 

on Sunday, March 20th. During this month, on Friday, March 4
th
, our 6

th
 graders will help lead erev Shabbat 

services and join with their families for a grade-wide Shabbat dinner. On March 5th, we will have ñWicks and 

Flicksò for our children in pre-school through third grade (havdallah, seudah-food, and a movie). On Saturday, 

March 12th, our 5
th
 grade students will join their families to share a special Junior Congregation service.  

Donôt miss our Religious Schoolôs Jewish Museum on Thursday, March 31st. We invite the whole 

congregation to view the fantastic exhibits created by our students! For all school happenings, please read our e-

news, This Week @theojc.org and visit our website at www.theojc.org and click Education!       
 

Purim Sameach,  

Sandy Borowsky  
 

****A day without a smile is like a day without sunshine!**** 

http://www.theojc.org/
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THE ORANGETOWN JEWISH CENTER  

NURSERY SCHOOL  

is now registering for 2011  
 

A Fun, Creative, Developmental , Secular and Jewish Curriculum  

The personal attention each child deserves! 
Create, Explore, Discover, Experience- 

Build Self-Esteem and Make New Friends 
TERRIFIC TWOS, THRILLING THREES, FABULOUS FOURS ,  

AFTERNOON ENRICHMENT, BABY Nõ ME (Grandparents too!)  
**************************************************************************** *****  

PLEASE JOIN US FOR AN OPEN HOUSE AND TOUR : 

EVERY FRIDAY DURING MARCH  

Welcome Shabbat with our Nursery School Community 
11am-Noon- Songs, Snack and Fun 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME! TELL YOUR FRIENDS and FAMILY! 
RSVP Required. Please call the school office. 

****************************************************************************************************************************************** 

Summer Kiddie Kamp 2011  
July 6th- August 12th- for 2, 3, and 4 year olds - Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays  10am - 2pm.   

Kiddie Pools , Sports and Weekly Fun Themes  
 

Please call Sandra Borowsky, MS.Ed, Educational Director, at 

(845) 398-3982, ext. 110 to RSVP, register or for more information. 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT www.theojc.org 

http://www.theojc.org/
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OJC ONGOING LEARNING FOR MARCH 2011 
 

Depictions of Judaism in Film 
Tuesdays, March 1, 8, 22 and 29 at 7:30 p.m. 

Join rabbinic intern Ami Hersh for a fascinating look at Jews in the media 

 

Torah nô Treats 
Wednesdays, March 2 and 16 at 12:30 p.m. 

Studies in the Bibleôs Books of Ketuvim with Rabbi Scheff 

 

Text and Context 
Thursdays, March 3, 10, 17, 24 and 31 at 10 a.m. 

Parashat hashavua (the weekly Torah portion) with Rabbi Scheff 

 

Iyyun Tefillah 
Saturday, March 5 at 8:45 a.m. 

An in-depth exploration of the Shabbat liturgy with Rabbi Drill 

 

Biography of God 
Mondays, March 7 and 28 at 7:30 p.m. 

Explore Jewish Perspectives and Personal Theologies with Rabbi Drill 

 

Rabbiôs Talmud Study Group 
Wednesdays, March 9 and 23 at 7:30 p.m. 

A weekly group study of Talmudic passages with Rabbi Scheff 

 

Monday Morning Midrash 
Monday, March 14 at 11:00 a.m. 

Join Rabbi Drill monthly as we explore the creative lore of our tradition 

 

Biblical Archaeology 
Monday, March 14 at 7:30 p.m. 

Join Barry Yarkon to discuss the methods and findings of Biblical archaeology 

 

 Dr. Marty Cohenôs Friday Night Lecture Series 
Friday, March 18 at 7 p.m. 

This month: ñRabbi Yishmael vs. Rabbi Akivaò 



 7 

 
 

Israel: Americaôs Partner 
 
Strategy. Safety. Security. These are the principles that define the defense partnership between the 

United States and Israel. Whether itôs phone calls between senior defense officials at the Pentagon and 

their counterparts in Tel Aviv, instant communication between American and Israeli commanders on 

duty, or joint training exercises between troops from both countriesðnot a day goes by without critical 

American-Israeli engagement. 

 

Military cooperation between the United States and Israel was formalized in 1983 when U.S. Defense 

Secretary Caspar Weinberger and Israeli Defense Minister Ariel Sharon signed the first formal 

agreement on strategic cooperation. Similarly, President Ronald Reagan and Israeli Prime Minister 

Yitzhak Shamir announced the establishment of a ñJoint Political Military Groupò to establish 

mechanisms for planning, exercises, and pre-positioning against threats faced by both nations in the 

Middle East. Later in the decade, Israel was formally designated by an act of Congress as a major non-

NATO ally of the United States.  

 

Today, this partnership yields significant collaboration that helps keep the citizens of both countries 

safe. Twice annually, U.S. Marines conduct desert warfare training with their Israel Defense Forces 

(IDF) counterparts, and American soldiers and security officials have received Israeli instruction on 

urban combat techniques. Elite U.S. special warfare units regularly train with their IDF counterparts, 

exchanging valuable tactics that both sides have learned through the course of difficult and costly 

operations against similar Mideast adversaries.   

 

In addition, Israel and the United States have cooperated on a wide range of intelligence-sharing 

programs, including work on monitoring Iran, al-Qaeda and other terrorist groups. Israelôs hard-earned 

technical and professional expertise in counter-terrorism and homeland security was made completely 

available to the United States in the aftermath of the terrorist attacks on 9/11. 

 

Moreover, American law-enforcement officers and first responders are increasingly studying Israelôs 

battle against terrorism to glean lessons for U.S. efforts to protect its citizens. Israel frequently hosts 

delegations of American police chiefs, sheriffs and emergency responders. On their return home, these 

officials have infused their departmentsô training with lessons on how Israeli security forces prevent 

terrorist attacks such as suicide bombings. 

 

While itôs well known that the United States plays a vital role in ensuring Israelôs security, itôs not 

always widely recognized that Israel helps the United States in many important fields. Indeed, despite 

its small size and population, Israel has so much that it can teach us. The Jewish state is not only 

Americaôs partnerðitôs a strategic asset that makes the United States stronger and safer. 
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Sisterhood 
 
Purim is fun and laughter     

Purim is jokes and ridicule 

Purim is games, parties and costumes 

  

Purim is tzedakah and giving and caring 

  

Purim is Mishloach Manot for all 

  

OJC Sisterhood celebrates Purim by sponsoring Mishloach Manot deliveries to every 

family in our congregation. Each bag is filled with goodies for kids and adults. It also 

carries reminders of the serious side of our holiday and asks us to provide tzedakah in our 

congregation and in our world.   

  

Where does Sisterhood get the money for all these bags? Every family has the 

opportunity to make a $54 donation towards this wonderful event. Your family will be 

listed on our lovely card wishing all your friends a Happy Purim. We are hoping 

everyone will be on the loving list this year. 

  

Sisterhood will use a portion of the funds to pay for all the 530 bags and will use a 

percentage of the funds as a tzedakah donation to charity. We will also use the donations 

to fund special projects at OJC. See the Mishloach Manot flyer online or in this Shaliach 

to make your donation. 

 

Donôt forget the OJC Sisterhood Book of Life cards that can be sent for any purpose. The 

donation of $5 minimum goes directly to Sisterhood. Contact Renee Price at (845) 634-

7244 or reenee7@aol.com 

 

Save the Date        

March 13: Girls Night Out at OJC   

March 27: New Member Event at Glaze 

March Passover Wine Sale 

 

 

 

VP Programming    VP Ways and Means   VP Membership 

Lydia Katz     Carol Baker    Rhonda Plawner 

Gabi Lewy     Pam Berg     Gail Sanders 

      Mimi Rosenstock 
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                             Menõs Club: Breaking News! 
 

Excited by their victory in November, the Tea Party has decided that we need to stick to what is in 

the original constitution. Their constituents tell them that many of the taxes we currently levy are not 

found in the original document, including taxes on oil companies, pharmaceutical companies, 

healthcare companies, and the banking industry. They have been assured that these additional 

monies going back to industry should result in more jobs.   
 

Of course, the loss of taxes will mean that they have to cut the size of government. Tea Party 

members feel that this can be easily done by eliminating agencies not found in the original constitution. Therefore, we cut 

out those nonessential items like education, Social Security, Medicare, interstate highways, etc. We can also eliminate the 

FDA, FTC, FCC, SEC and NTSB. The liberals in Congress have started screaming, ñHow will we protect the people?ò 

and ñHow we will make sure they are in compliance?ò The industries have assured Tea Party members that they will use 

their extra dollars from no taxes to monitor themselves.   
 

The Tea Party says it will save the country lots of money by not taking any salary. The salary they would earn would 

come from the tax dollars they save the various companies. The liberals are screaming that this is like taking money from 

lobbyists, to which the Tea Party replies, ñThis is open and aboveboard, unlike what is going on now. In addition, we 

should realize a benefit from the money we save the government and these companies. It will encourage us to cut more.ò 
 

Some non-Tea Party members of Congress have raised the issue of how we will pay for any kind of Federal government 

without these business taxes. No problem, say the Tea Party congressmen. We will eliminate tax loopholes such as 

mortgage credit, state income tax credit, child care credit, and paying no taxes if you are poor. In addition, if you earn 

over $500,000 you pay the same tax rate as someone earning $100,000. Their reasoning is that the Constitution does not 

penalize millionaires or billionaires. Some prominent people have assured the Tea Party that the dollars they save will be 

invested in the right companies to create more jobs. 
 

Finally, the Tea Party wants to remove some of those pesky amendments to the constitution that are a real drag on doing 

business. For example, according to their polls, 52% of all women believe the amendment giving women the right to vote 

is not really needed since most of them do not stay informed enough to make a difference.   
 

If you think all of this is too far out, listen to the rhetoric and read between the lines. 
 

ON A SERIOUS NOTE 
 

Menôs Club Shabbat is coming on March 26. Make it meaningful by taking on a challenge such reading Torah, doing the 

Haftarah, or leading part of the service. Contact Lloyd Fishman to participate. 
 

The Hudson Valley Region Man of the Year dinner is Thursday, April 7 at Congregation Sons of Israel in Briarcliff 

Manor. I am pleased to announce that this yearôs Man of the Year is Marc Levine. We will also recognize our Bruce 

Cowen Scholarship winner, Rachel Sherman, as our Youth of the Year at the same dinner. The flyer and journal ad 

information are in this Shaliach. 
 

Yom HaShoah is May first. The Menôs Club will be delivering your yellow candles before Pesach so that you may light 

them on the evening of April 30. The date was selected by Yad Vashem over 50 years ago in commemoration of the 

Warsaw Ghetto uprising. There is a growing lack of concern about the Holocaust. A recent study published by the Avi 

Chai Foundation on young Jewish leaders presented an alarming fact. Between 61 and 77% of our future leaders believe 

that Holocaust remembrance is not important to their Jewish identity. Please light your yellow candle and come to the 

Holocaust program at the OJC. 
 

Save the date! Those who attended the Hudson Valley Renegades game last year had a great time. We are trying to do it 

this year on Monday, June 20,
 
which is the season opener against the Staten Island Yankees. It will be a terrific evening, 

ending with fireworks. Cost for great seats will be about $10 per person. A similar seat at a big league game is $250 or 

more. Contact Jay Rifkin early ï the seats go fast. 
 

We look forward to seeing you. 

   

              Bart Bookman, Menôs Club President 
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Twisted Tanakh Thoughts                                                by Judy Cohen 
 

Itôs not easy to walk in Marty Cohenôs footsteps, mainly because his shoes are humongous but also because he 

is a biblical lecturer of increasing repute. However, I recall someone once asking him how he managed to 

remember all the ancient history, archaeology, and biblical references he discusses. He seriously responded, ñI 

make it all up.ò With this in mind, I feel free to expound on all three. 

 

Ancient history is called ñancientò because itôs outrageously old. Older than dirt. The rest is commentary and 

will be commented upon pretty often by Marty in the Shaliach. On to archaeology. 

 

Archaeology deals with stuff thatôs outrageously old, like fossils, remains of citadels, dirt, and some of your 

dearest friends. I think Marty is better qualified to comment on these things than I am, especially dirt. (Note: the 

dirt referred to here is clay and mud, not gossip. Gossip I can do.) 

 

Now when we move on to biblical references, weôve reached my area of expertise. I can name all the kings of 

Israelðnorthern and southern kingdoms alike. I do this best when I have my handy-dandy little list in front of 

me with all those names AND their pronunciation. (This list, incidentally, was provided by Marty.) I can also 

quote some verses that have been pondered by scholars from the serpent in Eden to the current professors at 

JTS. (Yes, the serpent was a scholar. See the treatise on serpent scholarship by Monty Python and Ana Conda, 

published by Asp-en Press, soon to be a major motion picture.) To give you a taste of the kind of verses weôre 

discussing here, look up this one: ñEglon was a very fat man.ò I challenge you to find the exact source for this 

quote. Believe me, itôs there and if you donôt believe me, ask Marty. 

 

But the Bible isnôt all about deciphering quotes or constantly trying to figure out what God meant and how 

weôre supposed to live. More importantly, itôs about having fun with names, especially if youôre prospective 

parents and are looking to saddle your kid with a name that will scar him throughout school, not to mention the 

rest of his life. Some classic examples are Abijam, which either means ñmy father is the seaò or ñdaddy likes 

jellyò; Abitub, which means ñfather of goodnessò or ñdaddyôs bathingò; Ashpenaz, which means ñhorse noseò; 

or Adonibezek, which means ñlord of Bezek,ò wherever that is. And thatôs just the Aôs!  

 

If your baby is a girl, you could have an easy time of it with Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, Leah, or Deborah, but the 

schools are crawling with Rachels and Rebeccas. If youôre cruel and sadistic, you might want to try  

Oholibamah (no relation to our president), Cozbi (no relation to Bill), Hammoleketh (no relation to anybody), 

Hazelelponi, Keren-happuch (which means cosmetic case), or Zebadah. Your daughter will be distinctive. She 

will also be spending lots of time on a psychiatristôs couch.  

 

You see, this is where biblical scholarship has fallen behind such studies as the Golden Calf (which, 

incidentally, when Aaron was asked how it came about, he said, ñWell, I threw all this gold into the fire, and out 

came this golden calf,ò like he had absolutely nothing to do with it), Israelôs rights to the land of Canaan (the 

Canaanites can find another nice place to live), or who Jacob wrestled with (some think it was Mohammed Ali 

in an earlier incarnation). The trouble with these subjects is that there are no clear answers. Thatôs why scholars 

continue to debate these things century after century and why the Text and Context class is older than dirt and 

will continue to exist long after weôre reduced to dirt. (Anyone have a clue as to why Iôm so preoccupied with 

dirt in this article?) But when you come to names, their meanings, and their malicious use, you have answers 

right at your fingertips. You can walk away from your textbooks and go hug a tree or something. Now isnôt that 

more satisfying than endless debate about where Noahôs Ark washed up or how many angels can sit on the head 

of a pin? And wonôt there be less room if the pin is dirty?  

 

Happy Purim! 
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Guest Editorial                                  by Marty Cohen 
   
Every year for the Purim issue your esteemed editor and I swap columns. While she expounds 

in her usual scholarly fashion on some crucial aspect of Tanakh, I take the opportunity to bring 

to your attention some aspect of our congregational life that is in crying need of reform. 

 

This year Iôd like to discuss the shocking behavior of those who attend Shabbat morning 

services on a more-or-less regular basis. It was surprising to me when I first learned that not 

everyone shows up at the very beginning, which is at 9 AM. The attendance is usually rather 

sparse at that time. Inevitably, it then builds up, minute by minute, until when we are close to 

the halfway mark, just about everyone is there. I have also learned that in accordance with 

Newtonôs fourth law of motion, ña Jew at Saturday morning services tends to stay at Saturday 

morning servicesò (especially when there is a full kiddush at the end), once someone is already 

at OJC he or she will stay to the end. 

 

The result of all this is that very few of the regulars are familiar with the opening services and 

even part of the Shacharit morning service, although they are very familiar with the Torah 

service,  the additional Musaf service, the closing songs and, of course, the kiddush. 

 

How are we to remedy this imbalance and how are we to see to it that the entire congregation  

becomes well versed in the early parts of the Shabbat service? 

 

The solution is so simple I am surprised that no one has come up with it sooner. Since our 

services are in Hebrew, which is written in the opposite direction to what we are used to in 

English, why not go the whole hogðoops, sorry, bad expressionðwhy not go the whole cow 

and have the entire service go in the opposite direction? 

 

So we start with the Kiddush. That alone will guarantee a wonderful turnout at the beginning. 

Since it would be at 9 AM we could have some innovative brunches. We then proceed in 

backwards order through the closing songs, then Musaf, and so on, all the way back to the 

beginning. Since Newtonôs fourth law, cited above, would hold true, everyone would still be 

there at the end, which is really the beginning if you have been following closely. You can 

imagine how delighted our intrepid Arthur LeMay would be when the full congregation gets to 

hear him daven the opening prayers. (Often we have just a bare minyan for poor Arthur.) 

 

An impossible dream, you say? I think not. Under the leadership of our wonderful rabbis, our 

hard-working Ritual Committee and, most important, under the threat of missing a meal for 

showing up too late, this much deserved innovation in our procedure is within the realm of 

possibility. Purim is just the time to give consideration to this concept, the latest reform 

suggestion of your intrepid annual guest editor. 

 

Chag Sameach! 
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(continued from p. 1) 

         In college, I took the microphone at an Open Mike event. Friends kindly dragged me off the stage when 

the fruit started flying, but were too embarrassed to console me. My roommate, as I recall, urged me to refrain 

from  risk-taking behavior. ñNext time,ò she admonished, ñI might not be there to save you from yourself.ò 

        I would have given up, honestly, but as many of you know, I was called to the rabbinate. When the dean of 

the JTS Rabbinical School laid out the required six years of study, I almost quit before I started. It was not the 

Talmud or the Torah study that made me nervous. It was a course listed there in Year Two: Jokes and Humor 

101. I decided to proceed with my plans to study to be a rabbi anyway. When it came to that course, I worked 

hard and I tried my best. Unfortunately, I failed it three times. I was only permitted to be ordained by promising 

that I would only work with a funny rabbi and would never, never tell a joke from the pulpit. One promise I 

have kept; yes, we know which of your two rabbis is the funny rabbi and he does not do yoga or eat vegetarian. 

As for the other promise, there was a momentous Shabbat about four years ago when I told a joke in the midst 

of a sermonéand you all laughed. I almost fell over! What a holy moment. 

        As I finish this column for your Purim enjoyment, I am chuckling to myself. Okay, I am laughing loudly. 

You see, after years of trauma from being unfunny I have discovered something amazing and healing. It doesnôt 

matter if anyone else thinks Iôm funny. I can have a wonderful time laughing at my own jokes. My kids will 

never think Iôm funny. But they love me anyway! Hope the same goes for you! 

        So in the end, I decided to just be myself and not try to be funny. After all, thatôs funny enough! To all a 

great Purim and to all a great night! And thatôs the whole megillah! 

  Lots of laughs,  

Rabbi Drill 
 

    

March Bat Mitzvah: Haley Rose Ames 
 

We are blessed and delighted that Haley will become a Bat Mitzvah on March 12. Haley is an honor student at 

Holdrum Middle School in River Vale, NJ. She is an outstanding soccer goalie and an avid swimmer. Her 

hobbies include writing, music, computer and spending time with friends. Haley enjoys Shabbat mornings at the 

OJC with friends and her OJC family. She truly enjoys her time at Religious School and has blossomed with the 

great teachers she has had. 

 As a third generation grandchild of a Holocaust survivor, for her Mitzvah Project she is devoted to 

recounting the stories of survivors to create a media presentation for the Holocaust Museum and Study Center 

in Spring Valley, along with the Holocaust Committee at the OJC. 

 We look forward to sharing this day with our OJC family and friends, 

Nancy, Daniel, and Ashley Ames 
 

 

Sababa Shabbat! 
 

Hey 3
rd

 thru 8
th
 graders!!! Weôve got something new and exciting for you! With a highly successful kick-off, 

Sababa Shabbat is the new AWESOME option in Shabbat services! Come join us in Junior Congregation at 

10:30 on March 19, April 23, May 14, and June 25 for a morning of friends, community, candy, learning, 

prayers, and of course, tons of FUN!!!!! Be a mentor and teach someone the prayers, or be a rookie and learn to 

be a better davener and Hebrew reader! To sign up (you know you want to), email me at 

sababashabbat@gmail.com. You wonôt regret it!!! 

Cara Kupferman 
 

 

ñYour health comes first; you can always hang yourself later.ò 

Jewish folk saying 

mailto:sababashabbat@gmail.com
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Shalom Chaverim, 

 

 It is that time of year with Purim approaching quickly.  As part of our Purim 
festivities, OJC Sisterhood kindly sponsors Mishloach Manot, 
making it possible for everyone to fulfill the holiday tradition. We give 
every congregant a bag of treats that includes fruit, goodies, Purim stories and at least 
one suggestion of a place where you can apply your tzedakah.   

 In addition, each bag includes a beautifully designed Purim card with messages 
from our rabbis, our Sisterhood leadership, and greetings from many members of the 
congregation. As you will see in the flyer, Sisterhood asks for a $54 donation for your 
name to be included on the card. The donation does not pay for your familyôs bag. It 
works as the major Sisterhood fundraiser for the year, allowing Sisterhood to donate a 
percentage of the funds to charity. A big part of the Purim celebration is giving gifts and 
tzedakah. Our Mishloach Manot does all that. The donation supports bags for the 
entire congregation, provides tzedakah, and allows Sisterhood to fund a multitude of 
special projects for the OJC community. 

  Please be an active participant by engaging with our community and sending 
your $54 donation to Sisterhood for this project. 

 We will be delivering the bags from March 15-20. We ask that everyone leave a 
non-perishable item at their front door and Sisterhood will deliver it to a local charitable 
organization. More information and a reminder to follow. 

 We wish everyone a festive and joyful Purim. 

 

  BôShalom 

  OJC Sisterhood 
  Ina Filip, Chairperson 
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PURIM IS COMING  

Fulfill the Mitzvah OF  
 

  
 
 
 

Participate in the Annual OJC Sisterhood Fundraiser 
 

Our committee will prepare and deliver lovely Mishloach Manot 
packages to all the members of our congregation. 

 

Purim falls on March 19 
 

PLEASE REPLY NO LATER THAN March 6th 
 

MAIL THIS FORM WITH A $54 CHECK  
MADE OUT TO OJC SISTERHOOD TO: 

Alysa Ruback 607 Dale Court West River Vale, NJ 07675 
     alysar@gmail.com 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Name: _______________________________  
 
Phone Number: ______________________________ 
 
_____I will be away and do not wish to receive a package. 
 
_____I will be away. Please give my package to_____________. 
 
(Please let us know if you will be away.  Packages will NOT be held at the synagogue.) 
 
____I would like to do a mitzvah and help pack bags on  March 15th at noon. 
 
____I would like to do a mitzvah and deliver in the ___________________________ area.  
 
Packages will be delivered between 3/15 and 3/20.   
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